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Final Votes on Homosexuality
Reveal a Church in Pain

Top left: In the auditorium balcony,
an uniden ti fied woman isre strained
assheap pealsfor un der standing and
compassion.

Top right: Outside the convention
center, Cleveland police arrest Al -
bany Area Bishop Susan M. Mor ri-
son (center) and Chicago Area
Bishop C. Jo seph Sprague for block-
ingaGeneral Confer encesession.

Bot tomleft: On the stage of the ple-
nary hall, bish opsstandin sol i dar-
ity with per sonsmak ingawit nessto
the church’s anti-homo sex ual pol i
cies.

UMNS Photo by John Goodwin
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Delegates Wrestle with Difficult Decisions

Arrests yester day of 29 demonstrators, including Bishop
Susan M. Morrison, Albany Area, and Bishop C. Joseph
Sprague, Chi cago Area, marked the fi nal major votes on pe ti-
tionsrelatedtohomosex ual ity. Thedemonstratorshadfilledthe
spaceinfront of theplat form, sitting or kneel ingin crossfor ma
tion, af ter thefirst votemain taining the cur rent lan guagein the
Social Princi pleswastaken. TheSocial Princi plesstatethat ho
mosexual ityisconsidered“incompati blewith Christianteach
ing.” Asthedem on stratorstook their places, awoman climbed
onto the bal cony ledge, ap peal ing for un der stand ing and com:
passion. Wit nessesdif fer about whether sheap pearedintent on
jumpingor simply wishedto protest.

Presiding Bishop DanE. Sol omon, Loui si anaArea, asked
the con fer enceto al low thedem on stratorstoremainin placeif
they agreedto acov enant not tointer rupt pro ceedings. The Gen
era Conference agreed, 621 - 328. The group, according to
Bishop Sol 0 mon, wanted amo tion to come be fore the Gen eral
Confer encetodeclareafour-year mor atoriumonall “negative
language’ relatingtohomosex ual ity. TheRev. Richard Parker,
New Y ork Confer ence, movedthe mor atorium, but &f ter discus
sion, it was de feated 637 - 320. At that point, ac cord ing to their
agreement, the dem on stratorsstood in front of the stage.

Af terthelunchrecess, del egatesand dem on stratorstook
their placesto continuebusi ness. Af ter avoteto continueprohi-
bi tion of holy unions, demon stratorsturned and marched up the
stepsto the plat form, stood around the table and be hind Bishop
Solomon, and sang “We Shall Overcome.” Bishop Solomon
asked thedem on stratorsto leave, then put hishead in hisfolded
hands, saying he did not wish to witness what would happen
next. A sec ondtime, Bishop Sol o mon asked thedem on strators
to leave. AMAR spokesperson Randy Miller refused. Cleve-
land police immediately escorted the demonstrators from the
stage. At presstime, it wasre ported that those ar rested would
likely beheld over night for ar raign ment to day.

Tight cam erashotson the pre sid ing bi shop kept some del-
egatesinthehall, and oth erswatching on moni torsthrough out
the convention center, fromidenti fy ing demon stratorsor wit
nessingthearrests.

TheFaith and Or der Com mit teeand Gen eral Confer ence
del egateshaveturned back ev ery ef fort to change or mod er ate
thechurch’ spol icy onho mosex ual practice.

OnWednesday, Soulforce—anecumeni cal groupseeking
inclusionfor gaysand lesbhi ans—staged an early-morning dem
onstrationandcivil disobedi enceactionout sidetheconvention
center. Thenext day del egatesconsideredtheproposal fromthe
Faith and Or der Com mit teeto main tain thelan guage of the So-
cia Princi ples: “ Al thoughwedo not con donethepracticeof ho
mosexuality and consider this practice incompatible with
Christianteaching, weaf firmthat God’ sgraceisavail abletoall.
Wecommitour selvestobeinministry forandwithall per sons.”

Presenting the legislative committee’s concurrence, the
Rev. Robert E. Hayes Jr., Texas Confer ence, de scribed theleg

islativecommittee’ sintent: toensureev ery voiceand posi tion
washeard. Times of prayer and discern ment unitedthelegisla
tivecommittee. “Last Sat ur day wasaday of Pentecost,” Hayes
said.

The legislative committee voted 59 - 43 - 1 Sunday to
maintainthechurch’ scur rent state ment.

A minority report, presented by the Rev. J. Philip
Wogaman, Bal timore-Washington Con fer ence, asked the con-
fer enceto* acknowl edgewith humil ity that thechurch hasbeen
un ableto ar rive at acom mon mind on thecom pat i bil ity of ho-
mo sex ual practicewith Christianfaith. Many consider thisprac
tice incompatible with Christian teaching. Others believe it
acceptable when practiced in a context of human covenantal
faithfulness. The church seeks further understanding through
continued prayer, study and pastoral ex peri ence. Indoingso, the
church contin uesto af firm that God’ sgraceis be stowed on all
and that the mem bers of Christ’sbody arecalledtobeinminis
try for and with one an other and to the world.”

Del egatesdefeated themi nor ity report and votedtoretain
the prohibitions against the ordination or appointment of
self-avowed practicinghomo sex ualsandtheruleagainst clergy
con duct ing same-sex unions. Later intheaf ter noon, del egates
voted to movethe same-sex union pro hi bi tion from the So cial
Princi plestothesection of TheBook of Disci plinedeal ing with
pastoral responsibilities.

Other mi nor ity re ports seek ing to mod ify lan guage were
also defeated. Del egatesvoted against:

Agendafor Friday May 12
8:00 am. Chora Music
8:15 am. WorshipService
9:00 am. CommitteeonCal endar
and Agenda Re port
9:10 am. Electionsand Cal endar Items
12:10p.m.  ConferenceAnnouncements
andCommitteeonPresiding Of fi cers
12:15p.m. LunchRecess
2:20 p.m. GatheringMusic
2:30 p.m. Re port of GCFA
5:30 p.m. Dinner Recess
7:20 p.m. GatheringMusic
7:30 p.m. Report of theCom mit teeon Agenda
7:30 p.m. Calendartems
10:25 p.m.  Announcements
10:30 p.m. Adjournment
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» changingthewords “ shall not” to“should not” inrela
tiontoconducting holy unions;

« changing“We ac knowl edge” to“Most” (or “ many”) ac-
knowl edge” inthestatement ontheincompati bil ity of ho
mosex ual practicewith Christianteaching;

« stating that homosexual practice is incompatible with
“some” Christianteaching;

« aminor ity report, filed by DonMesser, Rocky Mountain
Confer ence, that would have al lowed “ pastorsin charge’
to have au thor ity to de cide for them selveswhether or not
to con duct holy unions.

Fol low ing the defeat of ami nor ity re port ask ing that the
Social Princi plesstatehomosexual ityisincompati blewithsome
teaching, pre senter Ste phen G. Frantz, Or e gon-ldaho Con fer-
ence, an nounced, “You' ve madeit clear that | don’t belongin
thischurch.” Removing hiscredentials, hethrew them ontheal-
tar andleft theau di torium.

Del egatesadded asentencetothe Social Princi ples: “We
implorefami liesand churchesnottoreject or condemntheir les
bian and gay mem bersandfriends.” Pro posed by theMeth odist
Federationfor Social Action, thepeti tion passed ontheConsent
Calendar.

A motionto havethe Gen eral Com mission on Christian
Unity and Inter reli giousCon cernscontinuedi alogueonhomo
sex ual ity passed, 766 - 172.

—Ann Whit ing, Erik Alsgaard, Tom Sack

‘Leavingin theLight of God’

“We are leaving in the light of God,” they sang as they
marched out of the con ven tion cen ter. They were not ar rested.
They chose to leave rather than stay in a church that con demns
peo plebecauseof whothey are. If thereisnot room at thetable
for their friends, they don’t want to bethereei ther. | won der if |
will ever seethemagain. Then| heard afriend say, “It’ sobvi ous
| don’t belong in this church.” This man who is a responsible
church leader, who has given up so much to at tend this Gen eral
Confer ence, walked out.

Inahall way out sidetheaudi torium, Or egon-ldaholay det
egate Stephen G. Frantz was sur rounded by hal f-dozen sup port
erswho hugged him ashe sobbed. Hisfriendsen cour aged him,
say ingthevotefol low ing his speech wasthe most favor ableto
thein clusionof gay per sons. Frantzre sponded that henolon ger
belonged at thisconfer ence. Helefttowalk alone.

We of ten hear the church will lose mem bersif it in cludes
gays, leshi ans, bi sex uals, andtransgendered per sons. Today we
lost agreat many peo ple, and | fear it will only get worse. Weall
losttoday.

When | waswork ing toward adoctor of ministry degree
in a class of international, interfaith students, the school in-
vitedustocel ebratedaily communionser vices. Roman Catho
lic priests—students in my class—excluded Protestants and
women. Unabletoover comecenturiesof patri ar chy, theclass
held two com mu nion ser vices. Thetablewasnot ex tended to
us. | wrote a poem that day:

Godinvited metothetable,
My brother turned me away.
We both went away hun gry.
God, I'mhungry today.
—Patty Meyers

A Helpful Process

Inlight of the Gen eral Con fer ence ac tion that tran spired
yesterday, the Rev. Frank D. Wulf, California-Pacific reserve
del egateandWesley Foundationdi rectorat UCLA, of fersapro
cess Gen eral Con fer ence del e gates may want to try here or at
home.

Over the past three years, the California-Pacific Annual
Conference has turned to a di aloguepro cessthat worksef fec-
tivelytodiscernGod’ swill indeal ingwithcontrover sial issues.
He believes the church’'s relationship with lesbian and gay
Christianshasbecomethemost pressingissuefacingthechurch
today. The conference has engaged clergy and laity in adia
logue pro cess that has proven transformative. He reports that
people with very different positions on homosexuality have
learned to work to gether and re late to each other with com pas
sion, trust and re spect.

Theprocessinvolvesthreeessential steps:

 speaking one’ sown under standing of thetruth boldly and
honestly;

« listeningrespect fully totheideasand opinionsof others;
and

« openingoneself tothepossi bil ity of being changed by the
Holy Spirit.
Rather than being divisive, he says, the conference has

found anew way to bemorein clusive. They of fer it to the Gen
eral Confer enceasagiftfor futureconsider ation.

—Patty Meyers
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SexualitylssuesDominateThursday Agenda

Thear rest of 29 peo ple—in cluding two bish ops—Thurs
day af ter noon on chargesof disrupting alaw ful meetingisbe-
lieved to be the first time during General Conference police
havere moved per sonsfromaplenary hall.

Thear restscameat theend of atension-filled day inwhich
thechurch’ sposi tionsonhomosex ual ity werereaf firmedby ap
prox i mate mar ginsof 2to 1. A vet eran ob server called it the
most emo tional day he had ever seen at aGen eral Confer ence.

Late Thursday night, Car olynMar shall an nouncedthat the
29 persons had posted bond and been released. Their
arraignment would beon Sat ur day. A fundto help pay fineshas
been created andislo catedinthe AMAR of ficeat the Sheraton
Hotel.

Other Gen eral Con fer ence busi nesswastrans acted asthe
final day of Gen eral Con fer ence 2000 cameinto view. Del e-
gates were told at the be gin ning of the day that 669 items re-
mained to be han dled.

The Rev. John G. Corry, Nashville, Tenn., was elected
president of the Judicial Council, succeeding Tom Matheny
whoisgravelyill. Corry hasbeenvicepresi dent of thecouncil.

The Rev. C. Rex Bevins, Lin coln, Neb., was elected vice
presi dent. Sally CurtisAsKew, Bogart, Ga., wasre-elected sec-
retary. Seated for the first time on the church’s highest court
were Rodolfo C. Beltran, Cabanatuan City, Philippines; the
Rev. Keith D. Boyette, Fredericksburg, Va.; Mary A. Daffin,
Hous ton; James Holsinger, Lexington, Ky.; and the Rev. Larry
D. Pickens, Chi cago.

Delegates adopted resolutionsThursday morningurging
gov ernmentsand oth erstowork for peaceinthe Phil ip pines, S-
erraLeoneand the Congo.

Mem ber ship intheNational Coun cil of Churcheswasre-
affirmed.

General Confer ence2000 hasseen greater involve ment of
eth nic mi nor i ties, both clergy and lay, than any previ ous meet
ing of the church’s top legisative assembly, according to the
Interethnic Strat egy Devel op ment Group which com prisesfive
ethniccaucusesinthedenomi nation.

Del egatesagreed May 10to ask the U.S. at tor ney general
toinvesti gateagri cul turewithregardtopossi blevi olationof ant
titrustlegislation.

Del e gateswill face abusy Fri day if all thework isto be
com pleted by the sched uled ad journ ment time.

Prayer Concerns

The Asbury family, Annie and Roy Little, and
Phyllis Leeper—all from the Western North
CarolinaConference—forheal ing

DeDe Ashikakath, ayoung adult from the Desert
Southwest, has re ceived a note from home that
her father must have heart sur gery next Tuesday.
Let uskeep thisfamily in our prayers.

AlmaEdwards, for mer General Confer encedel e
gate (Detroit Confer ence), whose husband died
May 2.

Mar shalsOpal and Den nisGillis, whose homeis
in the path of an ap proach ing brush firein New
Mexico.

The Baltimore-Washington delegation thanks
God for Washing ton AreaBishop Fel ton Edwin
May’s amazing recovery followingheart-by pass
sur gery Feb. 15. Praise God!

Prayersof thanksto Godfor thewisdomof Loui 5 ana
Area Bishop Dan E. Solomon as he led delegates
throughyester day’ sdif fi cult sessions.

South Indiana alternate delegate Norbert L.
“Bert” Talbott, who is unable to attendGeneral
Confer ence be cause of re cent back sur gery, fol-
lowedby seri ouscompli cationscausedbyinfec
tion.

Thefamily of Hidetoshi Tanaka, associ ategenera
secretary of theGeneral CommissiononReli gion
and Race, who died April, 28.

Laurie Word, who will give a bone-marrow
transplant today, and an unknown 12-year-old
boy who will re ceive achancefor life.

Additional Nomination
from the Council of Bishops

Roland Siegrist, from Austria Provisional Confer
ence, wasnomi natedtofill theun ex pired term of Rodolfo
C. Beltran, amem ber of the General Com mission on Gent
eral Confer ence, whowasel ectedtotheJudi cial Council.

—Robert Lear




Daily Edition Vol. 4 No. 10

2279

Recommendation Focuses on Development
of Communities, Congregations, L eaders, Resour ces

General ConferencereferredtotheGeneral Council on
Financeand Administrationarequestfornearly $1.82mil lion
toaddressministry needsin Asian-Ameri cancommuni tiesover
thenextfouryears. Del egatesap proved recommendationsof the
Asian American Language Ministry Study that calls for
churchwide efforts to help create additional Asian-American
congregations, ministriesandfel low ships.

Thestudy recommendsfour pri mary ar easfor ministry:
» devel opment of new congregations;
 recruitmentandtraining of pastoral andlay lead er ship;
« devel opment of community ministries; and
« devel opment of languageresourcesandmateri als.

“One of the most pressing needs for Asian-American
United Meth odistsistherecruit ment and training of lan guage
ministers,” accordingtothereport’ sauthors. “ Withtheex cep
tion of the Korean-American United Methodist community,
wherethereisanam plesup ply of lan guage-speak ing ministers,
Asian-Amer i can churchesareindireneed of ministerswho can
speak the nativetongue of new immi grants.”

Thelan guages needed to serve new Asian-Amer i canmin
istries include: Amoy/Taiwanese, Cambodian, Cantonese,
Gujarati, Hindi, Hmong, Ilocano, Japanese, Laotian, Mandarin,
Tagalog (Visayan), Tamil, Tel ugu, Urduand Viet nam ese.

Another need is leadership trainingfor Asian-Ameri can
communi ties.“ Many of theexistingchurches,” thereport states,
“areserved by lo cal pastors[who] needtobeprovidedwithad e
quatetrainingin or der to servetheir churches and de velop new
congregations. Until more per sonsaretrained for theor dained
ministry, thereisaneedto... providetraining for lay per sons
who can serve churcheson avol untary basis.”

Community ministriesareessential, thestudy adds: “ The
immi grant churchesareand can beim por tant ve hi clestotrans
mitone's...cul tural heritagetothefol lowinggenerations. The
im mi grant churches are not only faith com mu ni ties, but they
function in our soci ety asaplacewhere meaning ful programs
andactivitiestakeplace.”

The development of language studies is another focus
area: “Languagemateri alsfromtheir nativecountriesdonot re
flect the dif fer ent so cial set tingsin the United States and are,
consequently, not useful for congregationsintheUnited States.
Asian-Amer i can churchesfind that they need to de velop their
ownresourcemateri als....” A vari ety of wor ship re sources
suchashymnalsandlit ur giesare needed.

A magjor challenge for supporting the Asian-American
com mu nity isthat with so many lan guage groups, devel oping
new congregationsand ministriesiscomplex.

A committee will implement the study and recommend
budget priorities. Itwill include:

« 20Asian-Amer i can eth nic cau cusmem bers (selected by
thecaucuses);

» one staff mem ber of the Gen eral Board of Global Minis
tries(GBGM) Asian-Ameri canMinistriesOf fice;

« one staff memberrelatedtoracial/ethnicministriesfrom
each United Meth odist gen eral agency;

« one staff member of the National Federation of
Asian-Ameri canUnited Methodists; and

« other per sonsasneeded (deter mined by thecommittee).

The GBGM will providead ministrativeover sight of this
program. Annual confer encesareen cour agedto partici patein
thedevel op ment of thesenew ministries.

—Kurt Gwartney

Concernfor WorkersTask ForceContinues

Through out itshistory, The United Meth odist Church has
shown great con cern over the plight of work ers.

Thoseef fortswill continueand couldex pand af ter General
Conference 2000 ap proved apeti tionto con tinuethe Con cern
for Workers Task Force. Ad ministered by the Gen eral Board of
Churchand So ci ety, thetask forcewas cre ated by the 1996 Gen
eral Conference.

Thetask forcespon sored aGlobal Consul tationinNovem
ber 1998. That event brought to gether voices from the United
Statesand other countries. Inaddi tion, thetask forcedevel oped
resourcesfor thechurchtouseinitslifeand mission, issued an
annual Labor Day message, and createdaUnited Meth odist net
work of per sonscon cerned about justicefor work ing people.

Under theap proved peti tion, dur ing thenext four yearsthe
task force will:

 educate the church about the integration of justice for
work erswith the Christian faith and

» em power thechurchto ad vo catefor work ers’ rightsinlo-
cal andinter national struggles.

—Woody Woodrick
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Host Com mitteeFidds
Thousandsof Volunteers

It's not all tea and cook iesat Gen eral Confer ence 2000.
Just ask theyoung Af ri candel egatefrom Si erraLeonewhowas
laid low by newsof fighting in hiscountry.

“| took the young manto aphy si cian,” said the Rev. Ken
neth W. Chalker, chair of the Gen eral Con fer ence Host Com-
mittee. “The doctor—part of the division we created to offer
first aid, medical advice and treatment—said his headaches
were due to stress.”

Chalker said the doctor took the young man to lunch,
hosted him over night at hishome, and brought himto churchthe
next morning.

Thefirst aid di vi sion was one of many groupswork ing to
make Gen eral Con fer ence 2000 asuc cess. Chalker listed more
than 20 areas headed by co-chairs from the 47-member host
committee.

“But aswell aswe’ ve been pre pared, when you have peo-
plefromall over theworld, ful fill ing their needstakesalot of ef-
fort,” Chalker said.

Seven years of in tense prep aration by the East Ohio com+
mit tee yielded anum ber of changes.

» Thetraditional bishops' receptiontransformedintoaparty
at the Rock-and-Roll Hall of Fame.

« AnewYouthMinistry Divisionof feredspecial activities
toyouthdel egates.

» Fromcookiestologoandbeyond, theareahost committee
wasinvolvedinev ery aspect of General Confer enceplan
ning.

» The structure of the Committee on General Conference
was changed toin cludethe host com mit teechair.

« A com mit teewasformed to deal with the spe cial needs of
Central Conferencedel egates.

« Drawinginex cessof 2,100 people, aSev er ance Hall con
cert featured per for mances by groups from five Ohio col-
leges.

Approximately 2,000 volunteers, drawn from churches
across East Ohio, worked to make this conference a success.

Volunteer Mary Lou Sykora said, “The United Methodist
Churchrunsonvol unteers; it' satradi tion!”

Andwhilevol unteerspro vided morethan 20 cook ies per
del egate each day of the 10-day event, somedriv ing hoursto de-
liver their sugary treats, hosting General Confer ence2000wasa
lot morethan teaand cook ies.

—CathyFarmer

ResolutionsAdd Im pact to Front-pageNews

On Thursday General Conference affirmed resolutions
brought by del egatesfromthreedif fer ent ar easof regional con
flict. The DCA contained thetext of each state ment.

The situation in the southern Philippines produced two
resolutions. Printedwithanex planationof their dif fer ences, the
body ac cepted the more broadly based one.

Delegates from Sierra Leone brought one resolution. It
asked national and international bodies to help bring and en-
force peace.

Persons from the Democratic Republic of Congo re-
quested U.S. sup port for inter national ef fortsto sup port peace.
If such do not suc ceed, they said an arms em bargo (and ex port
em bargo on re sources sto len from their coun try) should beim:
posed. They also asked for continuing fi nancial sup portfrom
TheUnited Meth odist Church.

Although all three documents describe front-page news,
they confronted most del egateswithanewimmedi acy andim:
portance.

All threeresolutionsprovided atest for the DCA staff. All
contained re gional place namesun famil iar to most. One (from
Congo) camein Frenchwith Eng lishtranslation.

—Bob McClean

WhereintheConvention Center

| am in a part of the convention center wherethe pri-
mary task is to open a window to the General Conference.
Thepeo pleheretouch ev ery part of theglobewiththeir work.
They see most of the conference but hear very little of it.
Their nametag badgesgive high ac cesstoal activ i tiesof the
General Conference. This week they have followed horses,
dancers, sing ers, sleep ing babies, and bish opsto makethem
visi bleto United Meth odistsaround theworld.

See photo on page 2286 for thelo cation.
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WesternJurisdictionL osesRepresentation

As of mid-afternoon Thursday, General Conference had
takenthreeseparateactionsthat ef fectively reducedthenumber
of votes and voicesto be heard from the West ern Jurisdic tion.

OnMay 10, Gen eral Con fer ence passed peti tion#30120,
#1147 in the DCA, toreducethenumber of West ern Jurisdiction
del egatesfromitscur rent 56 to 48. Thereduction holdsmajor
implications for representation on general church boards and
agencies.

Thesameday, West ernJurisdictionalsolost representa
tionontheJudi cial Council whentheRev. JaneA. Tews, Desert
Southwest Confer ence, whom General Confer encehad el ected
toafour-year term Monday, hadtorelinquish her posi tion. The
Judi cial Council ruledthat,im medi ately upon adoption, the pe
ti tionthat elimi nated theman datory retirement age of 70for Ju
di cial Council mem bersrenderedtheelection of Tewsinvalid.
General Conferenceear lier defeatedamotiontomandaterepre
sentationby area. TheWest ern Jurisdiction hasnot had aJu di-
cial Coun cil mem ber for more than 30 years.

OnMay 4, theWest ern Jurisdiction—theCal i for nia-Ne-
vada Conference—in particular, was affected when General
Confer encevotedtoask the Ju di cial Council for adeclar atory
deci sionregardingDisci plineparagraphs 2616.1 and 2616.2 as
they relatetotheconsti tutional ity of actionstakenthat vi olate
TheBook of Disci plinebased onanan nual confer ence’ sconsck
entiousdisagreement withapar ticular paragraph. It also asked
if there are more fundamental covenants upon which annual
confer encescanrely tosupercedeor disobey disci plinary provi
sions.

One delegate commented, “Many in the land of vast to-
pography anddi versepopulationsof theWest arefeel ingdisen
franchised by thisGeneral Confer ence.”

—Patty Meyers

Stewart PutsHer Qual ity-assur anceSKills
toWork at General Confer ence

When sheisn’t work-
ing for Genera Confer
ence, Mollie M. Stewart,
North Alabama lay dele
gate, isaqual ity assur ance
manager. As chair of the
Commission on the Gen -
eral Confer ence, Molliear-
rived beforemost del egates
to prepare for more than
1,700 United Methodists
and guests. While here, she
isalso amem ber of theleg-
islative committee on fi-
nanceandadministration.

The Commission on
the General Conference is
charged with the responsk
bility of determining the
time and the place of the meeting of General Conference and
making arrangements for its sessions. The members have
worked since the 1996 General Conference in Denver. The
com mission hasworked withthe Cleveland Areaand East Ohio
Conference, as well as Gary K. Bowen, General Conference
business manager; Sandra Kelly Lackore, general secretary,
Genera Council onFi nanceand Administration(GCFA); Caro
lynMar shall, Gen eral Confer encesecretary; and Steve Zekoff,
assistantgeneral secretary forcommuni cations, GCFA.

UMNS Photo by John Goodwin

Mollie saysshesur vived seg re gation. God isher strength,
Godisincharge, and sheisafreewoman. That ishow sheisget
ting through these very try ing days of this con fer ence.

—Patty Meyers

Delegates and other General
Conference attendees from
northern Europe hail from
Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
Norway, Russia and Sweden.
Included in the group are
Northern Europe Area Bishop
Hans Vaxby, Eurasia Area
Bishop Ruediger R. Minor and
his wife Gerlinde, and retired
Bishop Ole E. Borgen and his
wife Martha.
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Al phabet Soup: NYM O BecomesUM YO

A new name, structure, and missionfor theNational Y outh
Ministries Organization (NYMO) gained General Conference
approval. Theor gani zationwill now becalled the United Meth
odistY outhOrgani zation(UMY O).

Supporters of the changes said the actions reflect the
church’ sglobal nature. Theor gani zationcoor di natesministries
withyouth, defined by thechurchaspeopleages12-18. A series
of peti tionsreceived con sent ap proval tomakeThe Book of Dis-
ci pline more con cise and up-to-date in this area.

UMY QO’'snew missionis:

« to make The United Methodist Church a community of
mutual respect and understanding between youth and
adults, resultinginministry whereinfluenceandworthare
not limited by age or ex peri ence; and

» torespondto God'scall for disci ples here and now.

The core val uesarecompassion, advo cacy, part ner ship,
outreach and leadership. The structure was changed to three
units: Steering Committee, Y outh Ser vice Fund (Y SF) and Con
vocation. TheGeneral Conferenceal soap provedslight changes
inY SForgani zationandproject selection.

Two other key petitions pertaining to youth were pre-
sented. Onewould haveor dered each annual confer encewithat
least 10 Gen eral Confer encedel egatesto elect oneyouth del e
gate. Re sults of an other peti tion that would have re quired all
General Confer encedel egationsto haveayouthdel egatewere
unavail ableat presstime.

—Kurt Gwartney

BeverlyHolland,Volunteers Vol unteer

Beverly Holland co-chairs the host committee's secre-
tarial sup port staff. Shestarted sendinglet tersinviting peopleto

Resolutions Submitted
to the Committee on Agenda and Calendar

5/9/2000

Resolvethat our General Confer encehonors, sup ports
and up holdsin our prayersthose men and women who serve
in our armed services and, in addition, honor and support
those United Meth odist Clergy who serveaschap lains.

Kurt G. Glassco, Oklahoma Con fer ence

—Whereasanin clu sive church seeksto beac cessi ble
to peo plewho are deaf/hard-of -hear ing:

—Letit beresolved that the Gen eral Con fer ence com
missionbeginningin2004 bud get for thefull funding of Pro
fessional American Sign Language Interpretation for
del egatesand non-del egates. Thisistobecoor di nated by the
General Board of Global Ministries.

work at General Conference almost three years ago and has
workedto providevol unteerstotheconfer enceever since.

Thiseager vol unteer recruited morethan 20 assistant sec-
retariesand 20recordersforlegislativecommittees, host esses
for the DCA of fice, run nersto deliver au dio tapes of plenaries,
channel Bidenti fi ersandtranscribers, andassistant secretaries
for General Conferencesecretary CarolynMar shall’ sof fice.

Whilesheorigi nally had 55 ap pli cations, somehadtodrop
out, and shehad torecruit ad di tional help ers. The peo plein her
district are“sowon der ful,” Beverly says. It warms her heart to
know peo ple care about the church. Her district peo ple aren’t
the only wonderful vol un teers. Many peo ple have put in hur-
dreds of hours of ser vice be hind the scenes.

Assistantsecretariessupporttheel ectedsecretary of legis
lativecommit tees. They get copiesandrefer rals, and helpwith
counts on the floor. They and the recorders work long hours.
Mary Ann Haney wasthe co or di nator for therecorders.

Beverly is excited about serving at General Conference
be cause she hasbe comemorein formed about theinter-con nec-
tions of the church. Sheiscom pil ing adisk of infor mation for
the next per son who servesin her role. Shelivesin Uni ver sity
Heights, aCleveland suburb. When not serving at General Con
fer ence, sheisthead ministrativeassistant/book keeper for the
Cleveland District of fice of the East Ohio Confer ence.

-Patty Meyers

Announcements

« The Cokesbury Book storewill closetoday at 1 p.m.

« If you've misplaced any items, please go to thelost and
found de part ment inthe busi ness of fice (223). Items
not claimed to day will begivento char ity.

 Audiotapesof thewor ship ser vicesareavail ableat the
Good News TV booth. These tapes may be ordered
from GNTV, P.O. Box 2637, Macon, GA 31203 &f ter
theGeneral Confer encehasadjourned.

» Thisisnursesweek and their work isap preci ated and
applauded by theassembly.
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Views from Two Chairs

I’'mserving asamar shal at Gen eral Confer ence. Getting
around the con vention center isof ten achoreaswetrack down
com mit teesand sub com mit tees, district meetingsandthelike.
Rel egated toawheel chair be cause of kneesur gery, | didn't ex
pect my jobtobeeasy. How ever, | didn’'t ex pecttoneed athletic
training!

When | ar rived at the cen ter, no one seemed to know where
the elevators were located. (The signs weren’t posted until
Tuesday night.) Hearers of my questions seemed befud dled as
towhy | couldn’tridetheescalators.

| fi nally madeit to the mar shals' training session, only to
find the group about to tour the con vention center. | raced from
el evatortoel evator, tryingtokeep up, but sometimesl feltasif |
wasplay ing hide-and-seek!

Over the following days | experienced door sills that
needed arun ning start to get over them and door wayswhere my
knuckles were scraped as | went through. | had numerous
near-misses as peo ple stepped in front of me with out even see-
ing me, and able-bod ied del e gatesrushed past meto snatch taxi-
cabswith out giv ing measec ond thought.

| pon deredthissit uation, know ing | wasafairly healthy
human being ex cept for my kneesur gery. If | wereex peri encing
thesedif fi cul ties, what wereoth ersex peri encing? How canwe
say weareaninclusivechurchif itisthismuch of astrug glejust
to get around and find and use basicnecessi ties? (Restrooms
with wheelchair-accessible stalls are only on the lowest and
high est floors, and of ten non-wheel chair-using peo pleoc cupy
thosestalls.) Inaddi tion, going down theramp to the base ment
is steep enough to give aper son heart fail ure.

When | thought the sit u ation could get no worse, the small
el evator that goes be tween the taxi ramp and the dis play halls
kept shut ting off, and | got achancetoridetheescalators—once
sit ting in my wheel chair and once stand ing on one leg. | pray,
God, Pitts burgh will be better.

—Kathy Haley, mar shal, Rocky Mountain Confer ence

AllintheFamily

Ste phen M. Y oost, astu dent at the Col lege of Wil-
liam and Mary, wasthefirst lay del e gate elected in East
Ohio. Hisfather, Dr. CharlesD. Yoost, isaclergy del e-
gate from the same conference. In 1996, Stephen’'s
brother Tim, acol legeju nior, wasadel egate along with
his dad.

Mississippi delegates—Stephen L. McAlilly and
theRev. Wil liam T. McAlilly (re serve)—arebroth ers.

Itiswithaheavy anddisil lusioned heartthat | returnhome
frommy first visit to Gen eral Confer ence. | useawheel chair,
and | believed my del egationhad prepared mefor thelack of fa
cil i tiesfor per sonswithdisabil i tiesat themeeting sitein Cleve-
land. How ever, | could not haveimag ined the over whelmingly
hostileat mospherethat seemedtoprevail, discour aging per sons
withdisabil i tiesfrompartici patingfully andindependently in
thework of the con fer ence.

On Sunday, at the Gen eral Com mission on the Statusand
Roleof Womenwor shipservice, | washlessedtopartici pateina
truly spirit-filledli tur gi cal dance. Our dancevi sual izeddenial,
questioning exploration and then showing the wonderment of
acceptance of the whole person by seeing beyond the wheel -
chair. All who at tended were moved and changed.

Y et, as| movedthroughtheconventioncenter, theab sence
of ac com mo dationsfor thosewith spe cial needswastrou bling
and disheartening. | have always been proud to be a United
Methodist, inpart, becausewe havea waysstood onthefoun da
tion of car ing for all of God’s creatures: “We Who Are Many
Are One Body.”

Af ter anar duousand complex travel routetothefloor of the
assembly, how ever, | wasdi rectedtositinthesegregatedgal lery
for “the disabled,” in the back of the auditorium. | heard an
amend ment to in cludelan guage con cerning thosewith disabil i
ties,inaresolution, per hapsdefeated becausede egatesbelieved
thisgroup of peo pleand their needswerea ready rec og nized and
addressed. If, indeed, our needsarerec og nized, why wassuch an
inordi nately inaccessi blefacil ity selectedfor thesiteof the2000
General Confer ence? Werepeo plewithdisabil i tiesconsultedin
order to ad dresspotential problems? Havewe no giftsto of fer
The United Methodist Church? Or are we too unimportantto
meritconsideration?

| believeev ery onewill faceadisabil ity—ei ther temporary
or per manent—dur ing hisor her lifetime! Whereisthemecha
nism within our structure to focus or advocate for this un-
der-rep resented and un rec og nized part of thebody of Christ? Is
itfunding? Isitnotpoliti cally cor rect? | wastoldtherewerenot
enoughinter pretersfor deaf del egatesandvisi torsbecausethere
was not enough money! Yet, ev ery wherel went, | saw littleex-
pense had been spared for such things as receptions, concerts
andother ameni ties.

Some may con tend that these is sues are not im por tant in
theover all scheme of things. Somemay believedel egatesmust
focusonmoreim por tant and vi tal mat tersthat in cludethe body
asawhole. Yet, arewe, as Christians, not bound to the principle
that “We Who Are Many Are One Body? Have we as United
Methodistslost or sti fled our her i tage of loveand caringfor all?
If so, what do we re aly stand for and is that where we want to
be?

——Pat Moreland, |owa Conference
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‘Teem with Life and Be Filled with Joy!’
“Oh, God, thisseaisvery bigand my boat isvery small!”

Echoingthewordsof St. BrendantheNav i gator—thelrish
saint who crossed the At lan tic in asmall boat made of cow hide
and wattle—the Most Rev. and Right Honorable George L.
Carey, 103°Arch bishop of Canter bury, called for greater unity
between Angli cansand United Methodists.

The view from the edge of the 21° century, accordingto
Carey, reveals a world where old certainties have been dis-
placed and cor poratereli gion haslittleim pact, but peo plestill
yearn to know God’s truth.

The senior bishop of the 70 million-member Church of
England said, “We must tran scend the con cern for sur vival of
the church and fo cus our con cern upon the king dom of God and
itscentral ity to church and so ci ety.” Carey called on United
Methodistsand Angli canstowork together inevangelism, min
istrieswith young peo ple, social concerns, andtheologi cal ex
ploration. He said, however, a “theology of unity” does not
mean uni for mity and sameness. Thevi sion of onegreat or gani-
zationwithuni for mity of belief, wor shipinginthesameway, is
“unachievable,” hesaid.

Norisitnecessary, Carey contends.“| particularly dislike
it when one part of the fam ily feels they know the truth and no
one else does,” he said to ap plause.

Toberecognizably “onechurch” inthe eyesof theworld,
the arch bishop said it would be nec es sary to “af firm that our
churches are apostolic churches—standing in continuity with
apostolicfaithandfaithful tothegospel.”

“It is my strong hope,” he said, “that over the next few
years, asolid foun dation for unity between our churcheswill de-
velopintoavisi bleunity achieved by measur ablestages. Thatis
theonly responsi blecourseof action.”

Wemust be about the busi nessof build ing agraceful, gen
erous, mer ci ful church that con forms ever more deeply to the
person of Jesus Christ, Carey said. “So come,” he invited.
“Makeour vi brant church teem with lifeand befilled with joy!”

—CathyFarmer

Cor rectionto*AllintheFamily’ (Page 2201)

Yester day’s“All intheFamily” vi gnette about two de-
scen dants of James Brown in cor rectly stated that he es tab-
lished what isnow known as Zion United Meth odist Church,
Sharptown, Md., in 1948. It should have read 1848. The
DCAregretstheerror.
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CookieJeopardy

Q: What ad slo gan re mindsyou of cook ies?
A: “Nothing sayslovin’ like some thing from the oven!”

Q: Wheat Scripturedo cook iesand cookie-eat ersil lustrate?
A: “Look how they love one an other.”

Q: What ex ceedsthe num ber of del egates?
A: Thenum ber of choc olatechipsin Gen eral Confer encecook-
ies

Q: What ex ceedsthe num ber of choc olate chips?
A: The num ber of pagesinthe DCA

Q: Lateat night, cookie-filled del e gatesre sem blewhat linein
the Statueof Libertyinscription?
A: “Hud dled massesyearn ing to breathe free”

Q: What do del egateswant whileeat ing cook ies?
A: Grace and peace

Q: How does cookie distribution comply with special dietary
needs?
A: A tableof sugar-free cook ies

Q: How arecook ieslikedel egates?
A: They areadi verse group gath ered un der acom mon name.

Q: How are cook ieslike God’ slove?
A:Thesupplyisinfi nite.

Q: How does acookietablere sem bleachurch?
A: All arewel come.

—ldaB. Powell, Vir giniaConfer encedel egate

WhereintheConvention Center
Is...Brad Motta?

Looking over the shoulders of the
United Methodist News Service photogra
phersisnot easy be causethey rarely sit still.
Paul Jeffrey, Mike DuBose, and John
Goodwin provide the photographs that go
around the world to tell the story of Gen eral
Confer ence. Fromthewhimsi cal totheseri
ous, fromawor ship ex peri encetoaprotest,
the photographers open a window that al -
lowsac cessto the hap peningsof theconfer
ence. Their photographs travel the Internet
and are used by church and secular press.
The photographers rely on their staff to
make photos available to everyone who
needs them.

Pictured here are: volunteer Konnie
Wenneman and staff Jackie Vaughan and
Sheri Al ford.

Photo by Ginnie and Dewayne Low ther
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Judicial Council Decision

Thiscopy subjecttofi nal editingand cor rection.

MEMORANDUM NO. 889

INRE: Request fromtheGeneral Confer encefor aDe
clar atory Deci sion astoWhether aVoteTaken by Gen eral
Confer enceonal egislativePetitionisValidif Only aPor-
tion of That Peti tion HasBeen Printed inthe Daily Christian
AdvocateAdvancedEdition and in the Daily Christian Advo
cate.

On May 10, 2000 at aple nary session, aGen eral Con fer-
ence mem ber moved:

torequest adeclar atory deci sionfromtheJu di
cial Coun cil asto whether a vote taken by the Gen-
eral Conference is valid if only a portion of the
peti tionismadeavail abletothedel egates.

Specifically the por tion of Peti tion 31789re:
2602, indi catingthat theactionwouldtakeef fectim
medi ately, wasnot madeavail abletothedel egatesof
theConference.

Fewer thanamajor ity of themem bersof the Gen eral Con
ference pres ent and vot ing, but greater than one-fifth of those
mem bers, voted in favor of the re quest and the mat ter was re-
ferredtotheJudi cial Council pur suantto 12609.1whichreads:

TheJdudi cial Council shall deter minetheconsti
tutional ity of any act of theGeneral Conferenceupon
an ap pea by amajor ity of the Coun cil of Bishopsor
onefifth of themem bersof theGeneral Confer ence.

TheJudi cial Council doesnot havejurisdictioninthismat
ter.

Par. 2609.1 deal sspecif i cally witharequest for adeter mi-
nationof consti tutional ity, and assuch, providesfor referral to
theJudi cial Council withlessthanamajor ity af fir mativevote
forrequestsfromtheGeneral Confer ence.

Inthein stant mat ter, there quest wasfor adeclar atory de-
ci sion, and, withno con sti tutional questionat issue, therequest
comes under 1 2616. Al though that para graph could be more
clearly written as to the af firmativevoterequiredforreferral,
thereisnoref er encetolessthanamajor ity af firmativevotefora
requestforadeclaratory deci sion.

Inthismat ter,amajor ity of theGen eral Confer encemem
bersdidnotvoteforreferral. TheJudi cial Council doesnot have
jurisdiction.

A request for oral ar gument wasdenied for thereason that
theJudi cial Council doesnot havejurisdiction.

John G. Corry recused him self and did not take part in any
of theproceedingsrelatedtothisdeci sion.

DIGEST

Requestsfor declar atory deci sionswhichdonot deal with
consti tutional issuesrequireanaf firmativevotefromamajority
of the Gen eral Confer encemem berspresent andvoting. Inthis
matter, there were fewer than a major ity of the mem berswho
voted affirmatively for referral and, therefore, the Judicial
Council doesnot havejurisdiction.

May 11, 2000
Thiscopy subjecttofi nal editingand cor rection.

Thiscopy subjecttofi nal editingand cor rection.

DECISION NO. 890

IN RE: Re quest from 2000 Gen eral Con fer encefor a
Declaratory Decision on the Constitutionality of Petition
#31143-D1-273-D as Amended by a L egislativeCommittee
for Consideration by the General Conference Relating to
Cer tifiedLay Assistant

DIGEST

Under Par. 52 of the Con sti tu tion, abishop hasno au thor-
ity to appoint lay persons to charges; therefore, Petition
#31143-DI-273-D as amended by a legislative committeefor
consider ationby the General Confer encewouldbeun consti tu
tional if adopted.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

OnMay 10, 2000, the Gen eral Confer encerequested ade-
claratory decision on the constitutionality of Petition #
311143-DI-273regardingduties, ex pectations, and processfor
certif i cationof lay assistants. If adopted, thispeti tionwouldadd
anew paragraph af ter {272 and would amend 11273, 629.7(d)
and 661 of the1996 Disci pline.

Theintent of the pro posed legislationistocreateacer ti-
fiedlay assistant cat egory of ministry tochurchesof small ment
bership “. . . associated with the lay preacher of early
Methodism...”

An oral hear ing was heldin Cleve land, Ohio on May 11,
2000. Arnold Rhodes, Alec Alvord, Jean Edmister, James
Waugh, Jeffrey E. Greenway and Ed Kail spoke in sup port of
consti tutional ity. Joy Barrett, Bob Kohler and M ar garet Knight
spokeinopposi tiontotheconsti tutional ity of thepeti tion.

Jurisdiction

TheJdudi cial Council hasjurisdiction under Par. 2609 of
the 1996 Disci pline.
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AnalysisandRationale

Thesubjectlegislationproposedissimilartothe 1992 Dis
ci pline paragraphsdeclared un consti tutional in Deci sion 693.
That deci sion stated that 1 282 of the 1992 Disci plinecreateda
new or der of clergy to becalled “lay preach ers” who wereto be
ap pointed by thedistrict su perintendent. TheJudi cial Council
declared 1282 unconsti tutional inthat it vi olated 1117 and 57 of
the 1992 Disci pline (Par. 17 and 52 of the 1996 Disci pline).

Thenewly proposedlegislationref er enced abovefailsto
meet the constitutional test in that it proposes to grant to the
bishop the power to as sign alay per son to acharge. Par. 52 of
theConsti tutionisclear initslan guage:

Article X.—The bhishops shall appoint, after
consul tationwiththedistrictsuperintendents, minis

terstothe charges; and they shall have suchre spon si-
bilities and authorities as the General Conference
shall prescribe.

Under this constitutional para graph a bishop has the au-
thor ity to ap point only ministersto charges.

Decision
Under Par. 52 of the Con sti tu tion, abishop hasno au thor
ity to appoint lay persons to charges, therefore, Petition
#31143-DI-273-D as amended by a legidative committeefor
consider ationby the General Confer encewouldbeun consti tu
tional if adopted.

May 11, 2000

Thiscopy subjecttofi nal editingand cor rection.
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