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Proceedings of the 2000 General Conference
of The United Methodist Church

Corrections

DCA, p. 2176, second column, first
paragraph: Thirteen million Russians
should be 35mil lion.

DCA, p. 2176, third col umn, thirdline:
Greek Sanc tus should be Russian Sanc-
tus.

(Con tinued from page 2193)

Tuesday Evening
May 9, 2000

(Bishop Wil liamW. Dew, Jr., presiding)

PRESIDING BISHOP WILLIAM W.
DEW, JR. (Phoe nix Area): Good eve ning.
Weare go ing to be gin with the gath er ing
mu sic. If you would like to move to your
places, thegatheringmusicisgoingto be
gin.

(Singing, Hymn No. 478, “ Jaya Ho,” and
Hymn No. 143, “ On Eagle' sWings,” led
by Cynthia Wil son)

(MonyaLogan, or ganmusic)

Good evening. | want to call usto or der,
so | urge you to find your places.

(Applause)

My nameisBill Dew. | amtheresi dent
bishop of Phoenix, Arizona. Two col-
|leaguesfromtheWesternJurisdiction, Jack
Tuell, retired bishop, and Melvin Talbert,
the San Fran cisco Areabishop, are my col-
leaguestotry to be surel do not stumbleas
wework to gether thisevening.

We want to take a quick mo ment to wel-
comethedel egatesfromNi geria.

(Applause)

Oneother an nouncement beforel turnto
the calendar chairperson. | know people
liketotakehomesouvenirs,andap par ently
the Advance has provided tote bags, and
maybe somebody hasmorethan one. If you
have an ex tra tote bag from the Ad vance,
and if you are will ing to share your ex tra
tote bag, in form one of the pages that you
have an ex tratote bag that you will giveto
them so that some one else may take home a
tote bag. If you see those in the air, pages,
pick them up, quickly, please.

I'm now going to turn to Mary Alice
Massey to give usthe cal en dar for thiseve
ning. Mike 2.

MARY ALICE MASSEY (Florida):
Goodevening, del egates.

Thecal endarisaslisted in your agenda,
with one exception. The Judicial reserves
will beel ectedtonight,immedi ately fol low
ing thisreport, and then we'll moveinto ca-
endar items. For tomorrow—you might
want to know that 1,400 items have been
cal en dared so far. So, you might feel good
about that. We' vegot away to go, but that’s
good news. And let me say that at the end of
tonight’s session, which is to adjourn at
10:05, thecommitteesof Higher Education,
Faithand Or der, and Gen eral and Judi cia
legislativecommitteeswill meetintheirre
spectiverooms. They will meetuntil 11:30,
at which time they have to be out of the
building, so. ..

BISHOP DEW: Are you also recom:
mend ing that or der of the day for GCOM?
9:35?

MASSEY: Yes. That—that remainsthe
same, but I'm to present tomorrow’s
agenda, Bishop.

BISHOP DEW: All right, I'm sorry.

MASSEY: That's okay, because we've
had so many changes today, | think it's
goodtoreview what we' redoing, so, now ..

BISHOP DEW: All right. Go ahead.

MASSEY : Now for tomor row. Webegin
theday withanecumeni cal wor shipservice
withtheArchbishop of Canter bury, andthat
will rununtil 9:15. And thenwewill rec og-
nizeour ecumeni cal visi tors. Wewill have
the Committee on Calendar and Agenda
Report.

Then cal en dar items, Bishop Craig will
bepresiding. Intheaf ter noonwewill again
havecal endaritems, beginningat2:30. Mu
sicbeginsat 2:20. Thepresiding bishopis
Emilio deCarvalho, isthat theway you. .. ?
And then, in the eve ning, we will have the
report of the Com mit tee on Agenda, and
more calendar items, and since Bishop
Nacpil did not get to pre sideto day, hewill
be presiding tomorrow evening. And we
project anadjourn ment at 10:30, but wewill
seeabout that, and the Confer encemay vote
me down again, but we'll see how it goes.
That’ sthereport of theAgendaCommittee.

BISHOP DEW: All right. Thisisthere-

port of the Agenda Com mit tee. If you will
sup port thereport. . . . you will press1 for

yes; press 2 for no. [Yes, 761; No, 14] All
right. In the back | eft sec tions—yessir, I'll
rec og hizeyou, cometo mike8.

You did ap provethecal en dar that was
presented by thecommit tee. No. 8.

KURT G. GLASSCO (Oklahoma): |
would like to make amo tion that the Gen-
eral Conference re solves—so that there's
nomisunder standinginthemedia—thatthe
Genera Conferenceof TheUnitedMethod
ist Churchhonors, sup ports, andupholdsin
our prayers those men and women who
serveall of usinmil i tary ser vice, andinad
dition, those men and women who are
United Meth od ist clergy who servein the
Chaplaincy Corpsof our armed ser vices.

Work of the Commit teeon
Agendaand Cal endar

BISHOP DEW: Is there a second. Yes.
When ever wehaveacal endar presentedto
us, and then an other pro posal isbrought to
the floor, you ac tu aly bring into the body
another matter, anditreally shouldbegiven
totheAgendaand Cal endar Committee. L et
meread to you from our Plan of Or gani za
tion: “Proposals, questions, communica
tions, resolutions, and other matters not
includedintheregular busi nessof theGen
eral Conference shall be referred to the
Com mitteeon Agendaand Cal endar with-
out motion or debate. That commit teethen
shall deter minewhether or not the mat ter
pre sented shall be con sid ered by the Gen-
eral Con fer ence.” Sowhen you bring mat-
tersbeforeus, they shouldbereferredtothe
Com mitteeon Agendaand Cal endar with-
out motion or debate. And that’s what |
wanttoor der that you givethat totheCal en
dar Committee. Y es, Cal endar Committee,
mike 2.

MASSEY: What we presented was the
ad justed agendafor to night. The other pre-
sen tation wasthe pro posed agendafor to-
mor row. We will be call ing for that to be
ap provedinthemorning, soif thisreso lu-
tion co mesto us, wewill try to seeif wecan
work that inunder cal endar items.

BISHOP DEW: All right. You heard
fromthechair of the Cal endar Commit tee.
Such mat ters should be taken to the Cal en-
dar Committee. They will then consider
whether it can be brought be fore the body.

Y ou still have questions? Mike 8.

BEN R. ALFORD (Tennessee): | have
another mat ter, Bishop.

BISHOP DEW: Mike 8.
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Judi cial Council ElectionQuestion
ReferredtoJudi cial Council

AL FORD: | am con cerned, Bishop, that
we may have worked our selvesinto a con-
fusing situation in yesterday’'s—in the
adoptionof Cal endar Item 623 onp. 1991 of
the DCA. We re moved the age 70 limit for
Judi cial Council members. By adoptingthat
legislation, were movethat fromthe para:
graph in theDisci pline which placed that
limit previ ously. Wecur rently haveamem
ber of the Judi cial Com mit teewhoisserv-
ing, and, were it not for that limitation,
could continuetoservetheremainder of his
4-year remainingterm. Andyet, weelected
some one yes ter day for a4-year term. My
recommendationisthat weask theJudi cial
Council togiveusadeclar atory opinionon
thestatusof yester day’ selectioninthelight
of thismat ter.

BISHOPDEW: All right. Haveyou heard
thepresentation, andisthereasecondtohis.
..?Allright. Itisbeforeyou. I'll recog nize
thisgentleman. Y es, mike4.

WILLARD H. DOUGLAS (Virginia):
Chair man of thesub commit teeonthe Judi-
cia Council. |l wouldcall theconfer enceto
theat ten tion of the mat ter that was passed,
whichis623, and sowhat wasen actedwasa
deletion uptothat point, andit made no ref-
er encetotheef fectivedate of that legisla
tion. And ac cord ing to Paragraph 508, the
legislation adopted by this conference
would only take ef fect un less noted to be-
comeef fectivesooner, andthereisnonota
tion that it would become effective this
morning. Thank you.

BISHOP DEW: Matters that are ap-
proved by General Confer encebecomeef-
fective Jan uary 1, in the next year, which
wouldbe2001. Sohehasclari fiedthat there
is no ur gency on thismat ter be causeitis
deal ingwith something that would bein ef-
fectnext January. Themotionisstill before
the house. You've had a clarificationthat
thereisno ur gency, but | still amaob i gated
to call for thevote. Yes, sir, mike 4. Isyour
speechinfavor or against?

VANCE SUM MERS, JR. (West Ohio):
Clarifi cation, Bishop. I thinkif youreadthe
peti tion,itwouldindi catethatitisef fective
immedi ately upon adoption, if wewereto
read it.

BISHOPDEW: Y ou are questioning the
clari fi cation given by the chair of thecom-
mittee?

SUM MERS: Yes, | am.I’'m questioning
theprevi ous speaker aswell.

BISHOPDEW: Wouldyou helpthedel e
gates by tell ing them where to look so they
could read it with you?

SUM MERS: | don't have the. . .p. 733,
Peti tion 31789. (I'm get ting alot of help
here.) Thank you.

BISHOPDEW: Let'sstateit again: What
page?

SUMMERS: | can’t do that. I'm sorry,
Bishop. | got too much help. Let’s try it
again. OK, thereit is on the screen.

BISHOP DEW: It's on p. 733 of the Ad-
vanceedi tion. That’ swherewe should find
the mat ter. All right. We now know where
this material is. You still want to clarify
fromthemi cro phone?

SUM MERS: No, | have no other ques-
tions. | wanted to point it out, Bishop.

BISHOPDEW: All right. We'regoingto
put themotion beforeyou, to send thisasa
declaratory deci siontotheJudi cial Council.
It requires20% voteforittobesent... Sim
ple majority. It requires a mgority. All
thosein favor will vote 1 for Yes, 2 for No.
Votewhenthelight ap pears. [ Yes, 603; No,
259] All right, themajor ity hasvotedthat it
will then begiventotheJudi cial Council.

Bal loting for Judi cial Council
LaityAlter nate

Letusthengototheelectionfor al ter nates
totheJudi cial Council.(Pause) | would like
toreadtoyoutheprocedurefortheelection.
Youwill bevotingfor six al ter natesineach
category. We will vote for lay alternates
first. Youwill betak ing 6 bal lotseachtime
wevote. You will need to votefor adif fer-
ent per son each time or else your vote will
be counted asin valid. Af ter each time you
make your bal ot you will wait a few sec-
ondsbecausethetech ni ciansreset thecom
puter. Oncewehavecompletedall 6 bal lots
then they will tab u late the data and let us
know when theresultsareready. Y ou have
noted ear lier, | believe, that once we have
elected5withonly 1remaining, weareable
move to vot ing in what they call real time.
That is, wecantakeonebal ot one af ter an-
other until theelection of thefi nal aternate
hasbeen com pleted.

We will be using the same num bers for
theper sonsin each cat egory that wereused
intheelectiontotheJudi cia Council of the
mem bersof theJu di cial Council. Wehave
also included the names of persons who
with drew so that the date is inclusive of
those persons for your consideration. All
right, letshavetheslate presentedtothedet
egates. (Pause) Do | need to read these? If |
need to read them for any one, raise your
cardsso | will read them. Okay—I do. They
are in this order: 2-Lonnie D. Brooks,
3-Evelynn “Lynn” Caterson; 4-James
Lamark Cox, Sr.; 6-Paul Ervin; 7-Daniel F.
EvansJr.; 8-Oscar RFerrer; 9-Theophel ous

Gambe;, 10-Sdly Geis; 11-Jon Gray;
12-Edward H. Hill; 14-Daniel A. lvy-Soto;
15-Steven T. Lett; 16-Marc D. Loud;
17-Ann Alberty Saunkeah; 18-Wil liam L.
“Ted” Todd, Jr.; 19-Wil liam White; 20- W.
Clark Wil liams, Jr.

For somereason Cox isnot listed on your
... the screen. Can we get Cox on no. 4?1
read JamesLamar Cox. Be patient. (Pause)
Okay. We have them beforeyou. Y ou vote
for one. Vote when the light appears.
(Pause) All right. (Pause) We vote for an-
other one, and as | re minded you, I'll re-
mind you again, if you vote for the same
per sonagainyouwillinval i dateyour bal lot,
so you vote for an other per son. Votewhen
thelight ap pears. (Pause) All right, we are
ready for the third balot. Vote when the
light appears (Pause) All right. We are
ready for the fourth bal lot. Vote when the
light ap pears. (Pause) Ready to cast afifth
bal lot. Vatewhenthelight ap pears.(Pause)
And now, thefi nal vote. And that will make
6, so vote when the light ap pears. (Pause)

| believewe are go ing to vote for the lay
al ter natesuntil that electioniscom pleted.
We could speed that up by consecutively
doingthat, rather than al ter nat ing back and
forth. Then we will go to the clergy dl ter-
nates. (Pause)

Judi cial Council ClergyAl ter nate
ElectionDelayed

All right wearegoingto gototheclergy.
Yes!'ll recognizeyouright here. Y es, Mike
4.

B.WILEY STEPHENS (North Geor gia):
My question is, since we are wait ing on a
deci siononthevalidity of theclergy bal lot
should we go ahead with this vote or wait
till that’s clear to see who the candidates
might be.

BISHOP DEW: Well | think we need the
electionany way and|—it’ sdif fi cultfor me
to deter minewhether there sultsof that de-
¢i sion, how that would do any thing. Wecan
look a what we do with our election and
per fect it at that time. Num ber 4.

STE PHENS: If weinturn elect someone
dif fer ently thanweel ectedbecauseof €l i gi-
bil ity of theper sonthat wasthoughtinel i gi-
ble then our reserve list dso might be
dif fer ent, sincean other namewould bepos
sible. Just thinking of saving time if that
hap penedif it wasto mor row. | don’t know
how quick thede ci sionwould come.

BISHOP DEW: | think we're going to
pro ceed. Yes, in the back here mike 5.

DON MESSER (Rocky Mountain): |
move that we delay baloting becausewe
would sim ply be un fair to the per son who
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was elected if they were diminated from
beingconsidered.

BISHOP DEW: Isthere asec ond?

MESSER: Bishopwearetalk ing about an
individual who is elected for a four year
term. If she were to be elim i nated by this
rul ing then shewould not beel i gi bleto be
anal ter natebecausewewouldhaveal ready
taken ac tion, and thiswould be con trary to
the will of the body of last night, which
acted in good faith. So, therefore, | urgeus
not to pro ceed inthiselectionin such away
tojeopar dizeaduly elected per sontothe Ju-
dicial Council.

BISHOPDEW: Motionbeforethehouse
istodelay theelection of theal ter nates-for
theclergy al ter nates, asl under standit. All
right, if youwould sup portthemotiontode
lay theelectionof theal ter nates. If you sup-
portthemotion press1for yes. If youdo not
sup portit press2for no. Votewhenthelight
appears.[ Yes, 691; No,224 ] All right, you
havedelayedtheelectionthenfor theclergy
al ter nates. We did have acal en dar put be-
fore us.

Wehavetheresultsof thelay bal lotsthat
you cast. | guessif we do get some glitches
in the election process, the urgency we
would haveisto go ahead withtheca endar
items. So who ever isfirst on the cal en dar
items, | would urgeyou to be present onthe
plat form so we could turn to you if we run
intoproblemsontheelectronichbal loting.

Geis, Gray, and Ervin Elected
Judicial Council Al ter nates

Solet’ shavetheresultsof the...herethey
are. | don’tthink itis5004. Bal 1ots885. All
right, yes you're right. 5004, valid bal lots
885, neededto elect 418thisisfor—invalid
bal lots 59. All right we have elected Sally
Geis, Jon Gray, and Paul Ervin. (Applause)
Yes, mike7.

JAMES W. EHRMAN (East Ohio): |
note that the num ber needed to elect was
418 which isless than half of the valid bal-
lotscast. Now in each case, thethree people
whowereel ected received morethan half of
the valid bal lots. But | would re quest that
theconfer encesecretary deter minewhywe
arehavingthismathemati cal error.

BISHOP DEW: All right. Since those
elected wereover half, | would likefor usto
go ahead and con tinue and we'll try to get
an an swer to thequestion. Can wego ahead
thenand ... We have to elect three more
and then when the slate comes on you'll
know. Do you need those read do | need to
read those?2-Lonnie D. Brooks; 3-Evelynn
“Lynn” Caterson; 4-James Lamark Cox,
Sr., 7-Daniel F. Evans, J.; 8-Oscar R.
Ferrer; 9-Theophel ous Gambe; 12-Ed ward

H.Hill; 14-Daniel Ivey-Soto; 15-Steven T.
Lett; 16-Marc D. Loud; 17-Ann Alberty
Saunkeah; 18-Wil liam L. “Ted” Todd, Jr.;
19-Wil liam White; 20-W. Clark Wil liams.
I'll recognize you yes. Delegate move to
mike 7.

MARLENE S. CUMMINS (Illinois
Great Rivers): Bishop, we re quest that we
see the vote one more time it was not on
long enough for us to see the other votes.

BISHOP DEW: The re quest is to bring
back tothescreentheresultsof your first six
votes. You can see them. Let's hold them
there. Any one need to havethemread? Are
you sat isfied that you know there sults?

All right. Let’ s pre pareto vote. Y ou will
votefor three—oneat atime. All right. Vote
when the light ap pears. All right, ready to
castanother bal lot. Thereisthelist. Votefor
the per son you want to vote for when the
light ap pears. All right, one more vote will
be cast. Vote when the light ap pears. | be-
lieve we can switch to agendaitems, and to
present fromHigher Ed u cation—yes, | rec
0g nize, yes, back in the back, the mike 8.

Rules Sus pended on DCA
24Hour PetitionsPubli cation

STAN SAGER (New Mexico): Bishop
Dew, | have amo tion | would like to make
withrespect totherules. Themotionwould
beasfol lows: “ That the rules be sus pended
for theremain der of the con fer enceto per-
mit GCFA and com mit teesto sub mit peti-
tions to the body on the afternoon or
eveningof their publi cationinDCA so that
the body need not wait a full day for their
consideration, and so that petitions with
budget implications may be considered
more promptly by GCFA.” If there' sasec
ond, may | ad dressthat briefly?

BISHOP DEW: All right. It's a sus-
pend-the-rulesmotion, andit can not bede
bated. He gave you the motion and the
im pli cationsof it hav ing to do with thefi-
nanc ing of some of there ports. Soitisbe
foreyou for vote. If you would sup port the
motion to suspend the rules, reguires
two-thirds, vote yes by press ing one; vote
no by pressing two. [Yes, 737; No, 162]
Y ou have sup ported themo tion to suspend
therules.

J.LavonWil sonwill presentthelegisla
tivecommitteeof Higher Education’ snext
itemsfor our action.

J. LAVON WILSON (lllinois Great
Rivers): Bishop Dew, we will con tinuethe
itemsfrom thismorning. If youwill turnin
your DCAto p. 1994, Cal en dar Item 637,
Peti tion 30914, the Ad vance DCA is 974.
This is on the extension course of study
schoolsasan optionfor clergy to com plete

theireducationrequirements. Thecommit
teerecommendednonconcur rence.

BISHOPDEW: All right. Itisbeforeyou
with the recommendation of nonconcur
rence. If you sup port thecom mit tee, you
vote 1 for yes; if you do nat, you vote 2 for
no. Votewhenthelight ap pears. [ Yes, 756;
No, 146] Y ou have sup ported the com mit-
tee. Next item?

Theologi cal EducationFunding
Amendment Approved

WIL SON: The next item is on the same
page—1994. ItisCal endar Item 638, Peti-
tion 30595; AdvanceDCA 1024 isthep. no.
Thisisontheologi cal educationinEurope.
Thecommitteerecommendedconcurrence
with the amend ment asfol lows, asyou see
inyour book, to add anew paragraph af ter
thelast “Beit re solved: “Specific funding
amounts  will be determined by
GBHEM/DOM, consul tationwiththebish
ops, semi nary lead er shipandlead ersof pro-
gramsof theologi cal education in Eastern
Eu rope.” And then you would go down to
the ninth paragraph: “Therefore be it re-
solved. ... Funding for thefol low ing pro-
gramsin Europe.” ... Weare ask ing that
delete dol lar amount that isin the list ing.
And this has been sent through to GCFA.

BISHOP DEW: All right. Thisistherec-
ommendation of thecommittee. Y es, way
in the back. Mike eight. Mike 8,please.

H. EDDIE FOX (Holston): Thank you,
Bishop. And we arein the back.

(Laughter)

We're so far back, the DCA gets here a
day late!

(Laughter—Applause)

But | want to ask aquestion so that we're
sure.

Itsays, it saysthatit deletesthedol lar list
ings. In those listings are the individual
semi nar ies. Also says* an nual $1 mil lion,
and quadren nial total, $4 mil lion,” That is
fol lowed by theparagraph “Beit fur ther re-
solvedthattheGeneral Conferenceprovide
$2mil lion, andthe Gen eral Board of Higher
EducationMinistry provide$2mil lionfor
fundsto beidenti fied and redesignated for
this pur pose.” | want to be sure that the $4
mil lionisinthisresolutionandthat dol lar
amount has not been de leted.

BISHOP DEW: Canyou clar ify that?
WIL SON: Thebot tomlinefigurestays.

FOX: Soit’sonlyreal locating$4million
dol larsbetweenthesemi naries?

WIL SON:Yes.
FOX: Thank you very much.
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BISHOP DEW: All right. The recom
mendationisfromthecommitteetoconcur
asamended. If you voteyes, press1; if you
vote no, press 2. Vote when the light ap-
pears. [ Yes, 887; No, 49] By 94.8, you have
supported the committee’s recommenda
tion.

WIL SON: Thefol low ing peti tionison
1994, Cal endar 1tem 639, Peti tion31209; in
the Advance DCA, p. 1030. Thisis on the
continuingfundingof theEvangeli cal Sem
i nary of Puerto Rico. The com mit tee rec-
ommendsconcurrence.

BISHOP DEW: All right, the motion
fromthecommitteeisfor concurrence. Y es,
in the back, there is—I'll recognize you,
mike 8. They may be way in the back, but
they’reactive! [Laughter] Mike 8.

No, I—I rec og nizethe other gentleman,
in the suit, I'm sorry. Y es, with the suit.

P. JACK EDWARDS (Holston): | be-
lieve we have had a procedural matter
whereweagreedthat theratio nalewould be
given for why committees voted concur
renceor nonconcur rence.

BISHOP DEW: That iscor rect. (To Wil-
son) If youwould add asen tence of sup port
for your ac tion, they would be hel ped.

(Pause)

WIL SON: “It there fore be re solved that
the2000Genera Confer enceof TheUnited
Methodist Church request the General
Board of Global MinistriesandtheGeneral
Board of Higher EducationandMinistry to
consultwiththeEvangel i cal Semi nary of
Pureto Ricoand consider thecontinuation
of fi nancia sup port...tothat semi nary
through the year of 2004.” It's to consider
funding.

BISHOPDEW: Theactionisto con sider
funding, iswhat sheisclari fying?All right.
Itisbeforeyou. If you sup port the con cur-
renceof thecommittee, votelasyes; vote2
asnoif youdo not sup portit. Votewhenthe
light ap pears.[ Yes, 826; No, 96] Y ou have
voted the sup port of the com mit tee’ srec-
ommendation. Nextitem.

Encour agingUM'’ stoAttend
UM Semi nariesDebated

WIL SON: Thenext itemison page 1994,
Cal endar Item 640, Peti tion 30736; the Ad-
vance DCAispage947. Thisisonthe“ Can
didates should be encouraged to attend a
United Methodist school.” Thecom mittee
rec om mended con cur renceasamended as
fol lows: “ Attheend of paragraph 306.2(A).
Thisparagraph shall beef fectiveat theend
of the2000 Gen eral Confer ence.”

BISHOP DEW: Would you give them a
sentenceof rationale?

WILSON: It's candidates for ministry.
They do not have to be a mem ber of the
same United Methodist church. (Pause)
“Shall have been amem ber in good stand-
ing of The United Meth od ist Church for at
least two years.”

BISHOP DEW: We're get ting, | think, a
bit con fused. It's the—Item is 640, which
referstocandi datesencour agedtoattenda
UnitedMethodist school.

(Pause)

WIL SON: Webasi cally, Bishop, wanted
tosup port our owninsti tutions.

BISHOP DEW: All right, it is—yes, I'll
recognizeyouover here. Y es, cometomike
7.

RILEY B. CASE (North Indiana): |
would like to speak against con cur rence. |
don't know of any candidates who have
ever not been en cour aged to at tend United
Methodist schools, but | believethat putting
thisinthe Disciplineisnot inthe spirit with
our desire to be an ecumenical and
broadminded church. Therearetwo reasons
why studentschoosenon-UnitedMethodist
seminaries. One is convenience, which
sometimesincludesfi nances. Thesecondis
that they sometimesdeliber ately seek outa
seminary that of fersprograms, emphases,
and per spectivesnot foundinour semi nar-
ies. Oneof these, for example, would bethe
evangel i cal per spective, which,insomein
stances, isnot of fered at all in our semi nar-
ies, andinother instances, of feredonly ona
limited basis. Our churchisimpov erished
when we cut off other a ter natives, such as
theevangel i cal per spective.

What we ought to bedoing asachurchis
to en cour agethebest possi bleed u cation,
whether within or outside the denomina
tion, one that best prepares students for
ministry. And asapart of thiswe out to al-
low students to fol low their own con vic
tionsabout what school sbest of fer that kind
of education. Thisrestrictivelegislationre
flecting a kind of ingtitutional defensive
ness, parochi a ism,andinward-looking,is
not becomingtousasapeople.

(Applause)

BISHOP DEW: That was a speech
against, no—no demonstration please. |
rec og nizethewoman, yes, stand ing, come
to mike4. Isthisaspeechinfavor?

ARDITH ALLREAD (Cdifornia-Ne
vada): | would di rect the as sem bly to page
947, where the petition is there. | would
supportthecommittee’ srecommendation.
The—to my mind, the sig nif i cant pointin
this petition is at 2A, that the candidate
“shall havebeenamem ber in good standing
of TheUnited Meth odist Churchfor at least

two years.” The prob lem is that we have
candidates who are members of a United
Methodist Church who move out of their
areatoattendsemi nary, transfer their mem
ber shiptoaUnitedMethodist churchinthe
community in which they're attending
school, and then can not meet our cur rent re
quirement that they betwo yearsinthesame
United Meth od ist church beforethey can
becomeacerti fied candi date. Thislegisla
tion would correct that, so that students
would not be penalized in the ordination
pro cessasthey continuetoward candi dacy
andordination.

BISHOP DEW: All right, is there a
speech against? Yes, I'll recognize you.
Mike 2. Areyou speak ing against?

JOEL S. GARRETT (West ern Penn syl-
vania): I’dliketo makeamotion. Would it
bein or der to makeamotiontodi videthe
question? If | have asec ond, I'll speak to
it—di viding it between oneand two.

BISHOP DEW: It’ ssec onded. Okay.

GARRETT: Asl look at thispiece of leg-
islation, it seemsthat we' revot ing on two
things. We'revot ing one, on en cour aging
studentstoat tendaUnited Methodist semi-
nary, and sec ond, we're vot ing to change
thetwo-year of the same—mem ber ship of
the same church rule. | think those are
things that we should vote on separately,
nottogether.

BISHOP DEW: All right. The delegate
has asked us to con sider vot ing on what is
statedasnumber one, “ Inquiring candi dates
shouldbeencour agedtopur suetheireduca
tionat oneof theUnited M eth odi st semi nar-
ies” and 2A, “shall have beenamem ber in
good standing of The United Methodist
Churchforatleast...” | can—I canseparate
that, if thereisno ob jec tion. If thereisno
objection, wecanvoteonthosesep arately.
Noobjection?Let’ stakethem, then, oneat
atime. Is there an objectioninthe back?
Y es, areyouobjectingtomy separatingthe
two? That' swhat | want to hear, iswhether
you ob ject or not to my sep aratingthetwo.
Mike 5?

JACK E.RYDER (Northernlllinois): It's
more of a question. There's a third para-
graph aswell. And what—what hap pensto
that one? 3C?

BISHOP DEW: Let me ask the maker of
theseparationsuggestion. Thereisa3C. . .
Two and three can go to gether, washissug-
gestion, so we still di vide the question, 1,
2Aand 3C. All right. I’'m going to put num-
ber onebeforeyou. If you sup port therec-
ommendation of the committee for the
paragraph num bered 1, if you sup port it,
pressyes; if you do not sup port it, press no.
Votewhenthelight ap pears.[ Yes, 603; No,
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301] All right, you have sup ported the com-
mittee’ srecommendationfortheone. Now
we vote on 2A and 3C. If you sup port the
recommendationof thecommittee, votel;
if you do not sup port, vote 2. Votewhen the
light ap pears.[ Yes, 772; No, 160] Y ou have
sup ported thecom mit tee. Go onto an other
item.

ClergyFi del ityinMar riage
andCel i bacyinSnglenessAffirmed

LAVON WIL SON: All right. If youwill,
turnintopage 1994, Cal endar Item 641, Pe
tition 31465; the [Advance] DCA page is
958. Thecommit tee, Bishop, voted con cur-
rence with the amend ment. I’m sorry, non-
concurrence, and my vice-chair, Kate
Lehman,isgoingtogivetherationale.

BISHOP DEW: All right. Kate?

KATH ARINEW. LEHMAN (North In-
di ana): Thank you, Bishop. Therationaleis
that thecom mit teeisrec om mending non-
concurrencebecausethecommitteewanted
toretainthe present stan dardsfor our rela
tionshipsinmar riageandinsingleness.

BISHOPDEW: All right. Thisisthe com
mittee’' srecommendation. It sheforeyou.
Yes, vote 1; no, vote 2. Votewhen thelight
appears.[ Yes, 753; No, 153] You've sup-
ported the committee’s recommendation.
Next item please.

WIL SON: The next oneison page 1994,
Cdendar Item 642, Petition 31471, Ad-
vance DCA 962. It is on the same sub-
ject—the  committee ~ recommended
non con cur rencefor thevery samereason.

BISHOP DEW: All right. If you sup port
thecommittee’ srecommendation, noncort
cur rence, voteyes, no. 1. If you do not sup-
port it, vote no, no. 2. Vote when the light
appears.[ Yes, 787; No, 146] Y ou have sup-
ported the committee’s recommendation.
Go on to the next.

Local Sudent PastorsGiven Voice
But No Vote

WIL SON: The next one is on the same
page, Cal endar Item 643, andthatisPeti tion
30675, Advance DCA 970. The sub ject is
on: “Lo cal pastors can vote ex cept about
congtitutional amendments, delegates to
General Conference, and other matters.”
Thecommit teerecom mended nonconcur-
rence. And Al Gwinn will bring the ratio-
nae.

BISHOP DEW: Al?

AL W. GWINN (Ken tucky): The com-
mit tee voted non con cur rence on thispeti-
tion be causeit’ sastu dent pastor ate, lo cal
pastor, that we're speaking about. And
those per sonshavetheright of voicebut not
vote. And they can be members of their

home con fer ence or mem bers where they
arepresently serving. Andthecompli cation
of that, wethought, madeit far too dif fi cult
toal low voteaswell asvoice. Sowerecom
mendednonconcurrence.

BISHOP DEW: The mo tion is for non-
concurrence. Yes?Mikel.

ROB ERT L. CASADY (Missouri West):
| stand urging you to vote non con cur rence
withthecommit teg, inall duerespect. Itis
my un der stand ing that just be cause some
one is in semi nary and goes back to their
own conference, they do not necessarily
have vot ing rights. But there are other rea:
sonsaswell. Itisveryinconsistentforus,on
the one hand, to grant voice and vote to ev-
ery other li censedlocal pastor, full timeand
parttime, and not al low it for stu dent lo cal
pastors. Itisunjust ontheonehandfor usto
congratulate churches who continuously
serveastraining groundfor student pastors
and deny them, year &f ter year, pastoral vot
ingrepresentation at their ownannual con
ference.

But thereareother reasons. Inthedistrict
where | serve as a superintendent, | have
five stu dent pastors. Valerie serves acon-
gregationwhichhassignificantministryto
chil dren mid-week in adisplaced town that
moved asaresult of the’ 93flood. Cindy has
tri pled the wor ship at ten dancein the con-
gregation that she serves, in three years.
Terry hasbrought heal ingtoavery troubled
congregation. Camille, upon graduation,
planstobegoingtoMozambiquetojoinher
husbandinministrythere. Darren, likewise,
has seen spir i tual and numer i cal growth. |
suspect that across the country there are
hun dreds of reasonswhy we should al low
li censed stu dent pas tors the right to vote.
Thispeti tiondoesnot gotoofar. It doesnot
overreach. They dill have their voting
rightsre stricted on mat ters of or di nation,
General Conference, and matters of the
Consti tution, andrightly so. All we' resim
ply asking for themto doisto havetheright
to vote at their annua conference where
they’ reservingasastudentli censed pastor.
| urgeyouto vote non con cur rencewith the
committee.

BISHOP DEW: That is a speech against.
Isthereaspeechinfavor of thecommittee's
recommendation? Thechair hasawordto
say?

GWINN: Wecertainly dounder standthe
dif fi culty. Infact, the gen tle man who just
spoke has been a mem ber of our sub com-
mittee and our legidative committee.We
havewrestledwiththisone, anditisadif fi
cult is sue. But it would be a very com pli-
cated thing to keep record of who is
choos ing to re main in their home con fer-
ence and who is choosing to vote in their

con fer ence where they are pres ently serv-

ing. Thepeti tionasispresently writtendoes
notclarify that, andthisisatemporary kind

of time period for these student pastors.

Andwithall of thoseconsider ationswefelt
asawhole—onthewholeasalegislative
committee—it’ sbesttoal low voicebut not

vote, and we recommended nonconcur

rence.

BISHOP DEW: Caendar Item 643 the
committee has placed before you. If you
vote yes, press 1; if you vote nonconcur
rence, vote 2. Vote when thelight ap pears.
[Yes, 523; No, 404] Thecom mit teeissup-
ported. Go on to the next item.

WILSON: On the same page, Caendar
Item 644, Petition 31487, Advance DCA
970. Local pastorswhoarecer ti fied candi-
datesfor or di nation can beap pointedto ex-
tenson  ministries. The committee
recommended nonconcurrence, and Kate
will bringtherationale.

LEHMAN: Appointment to extension
ministries brings up issues of itineracy
rather than theissuesthat arereally the na
tureforlocal pastors. Andsothecommittee
rec og nized that the nature of lo cal pastors
may bechanging, but for right now they are
not part of theitin er ant system and, there-
fore, are not to be appointedtoextension
ministries.

BISHOP DEW: All right. The com mit-
tee's recommendation is nonconcurrence.
If you sup port the com mit teeyou will vote
by pressing 1; if you do not, youwill vote by
pressing 2. Vote when the light appears.
[Yes, 784; No, 155] You supported the
committee. Wehavean other item.

WIL SON: 1994 istheDCA page, and our
Cal endar Itemis645, Peti tionis30014.AC,
theAdvanceDCA,972. Thisisonthevoting
rights for student local pastors. Thecom-
mitteerecommendednonconcurrence,and
with the sameratio nale that was given be-
fore.

BISHOPDEW: All right. Thecommittee
recommends nonconcurrence with the
same rationale given. If you support the
committee's recommendation, you will
vote 1for yes; twoif you do not sup port the
committee. Vote when the light appears.
[Yes, 577; No, 252] Point of or der?What is
point of order? Come to the mike if you
haveapoint of or der. Y ou caninter rupt the
pro cesswith apoint of or der.

WILLIAM D. SCOTT (Mississippi):
Y ou had six flagsraised. Been try ing to get
the floor, and you didn’t recognize any -
body.

BISHOPDEW: It spossi blethat | would
see 50 flagswav ing, and | might not—
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We were in the midst of the vot ing pro-
cessiswhat | amtry ingto makeclear. Yes,
sir, I'll recog nizeyou. Mike 4.

RICHARD EDWARDS (Northwest
Texas): |, infair ness, did vote &f fir mative
for that mo tion but would move to re con-
sider for the sake of voice for the per sons
who wanted to speak.

BISHOP DEW: Thank you. Thank you
very much. If youwould sup portthemotion
forreconsider ation, press1foryes. If you
donot supportthemotionforreconsider a
tion, press2 for no.|[ Yes, 712; No, 202] You
reconsideredit, Cal endar 645. Okay, now it
isbeforeyou. Whowantsto speak?Yes, I'll
rec og nizeyou. Cometo mike6.

Small and Ru ral Churches
Becomelssueln Sudent Pastor Votes

ED WARD A. KAIL (lowa): Thank you,
Bishop Dew. And thank youto the body for
allowingthisreconsideration.| waswaiting
foranoppor tunity toadd anegativespeech
to thelast one, but it was not called for. The
peti tion that wasjust an nounced was spon-
sored by two of my stu dents at St. Paul’s
School of Theol ogy, both serving student
local pastor ates. And aswediscussed their
devel opment of thispeti tionwerecognized
two issues. One of them is the issue of
clergy status. That is the one that tends to
createopposi tion. Butasecondissueisthe
representationof our smallerrural churches
and smaller urban churches who receive
studentlocal pastors. Bishop Mutti of Kan
sasshared with methestory of hisbeingat a
charge cel e brat ing their 50th year— con-
secutiveyear—of, of havingastudentlocal
pas tor. That means that that church for 50
yearsonly had alaity voteat annual confer-
ence. Thereisanissueof fairrepresentation
here,inad di tiontothemat tersof clergy sta
tusand voting priv i leges. My self, | seeno
harmwhat soeverinal lowingafew students
tovoteinaconfer encewherethey areof fer-
ing ef fectiveministry such asthat Brother
Casady gavetesti mony to.

BISHOP DEW: All right. That isaspeech
inop posi tiontotherecommendation of the
committee. Yes, I'll recognizeyou. Mike7.
If you speak infavaor. ..

RON BARHAM (Mississippi): Mineisa
guestion. I’maskingif thiswould meanthat
there would be in each conference a, an
equal izinglay del egatefor avote. If thereis,
it hasim pli cationsfor all of us. If thereis
some one who could give us an an swer to
that question. ..

BISHOPDEW: We'll turntothecom mit
teefor there sponseto your question.

GWINN: Could we hear the question
once again?

BISHOPDEW: Canwehear thequestion
one more time? Speak up.

BARHAM: I'm wondering if there are
implications in this that the—this would
mean that therewould be an equal izing de+
egate, lay del egateor lay member of anan+
nual conference, for each of these
ad di tional per sonswewould be add ing to
thevot ing on the clergy side.

GWINN: If you want me to an swer that.
It sour under standingthatinanannual con
fer encesetting thereareal waysequal num
ber of lay mem bersand clergy mem bers.

BARHAM: So are these declared
“clergy,” or are they “lay”? If they are
clergy, my under standing isthat each con-
ference would then have to provide an
equal izinglaymember.

BISHOPDEW: Yes, | believethey would
belistedintheclergymembersof thean nual
con fer ence, thereisalist ing in that para
graph. Someonehaveadif fer ent opinion?
Yes, standing intheback . . . mike 8?

JERRY H. MAYO (Tennessee): In the
churchwherethat studentlocal pastorisap-
pointed thereisal ready alay mem ber tothe
annua con fer ence. There would not be a
needfor equal ization.

BISHOP DEW: All right. Yes? Mike 1.

JMMY M.WELCH (Texas):Wehavein
our annual conference students who are
serv ing acrossthe United Statesin stu dent
local pastor atesbecausethey areat tending
school outside of the state. If we—if we
passthis, one of thethingsthat will meanis
that it will discour agethose stu dentsfrom
returningtotheir homeconfer encesto par-
tici pateinannual confer ence, becausethey
would bethenex pectedtoat tendtheannual
con fer ence wherethey were serv ing. Our
ex pectation and en cour agementisfor stu-
dentlocal pastorstoreturnhomefor annual
con fer ence. So, | would—I would rec om
mend that we con cur with thecom mit tee.

BISHOP DEW: All right, that’ s a speech
insup port, intheback?Y es?|ssomeone. ..
yes, cometomike 8. Isthat aspeech against
L ?

AMANDA B. PETERSON (Okla-
homa): Against therecommendation of the
committee.

BISHOP DEW: All right.

PETERSON:I’'mAmandaPeter son,alay
del egatefrom Oklahoma, and also afuture
pastor. My concern with this is that in
Oklahoma, we have alot of small churches
andalot of studentswhowant to bepastors.
We need the pas tors. With out the right to

vote, it's going to discourage them from
even accepting their appointment if they
feel that they needtheop por tunity torepre
sentthem selvesandtheir confer enceinthat
delegation. Therefore, | speak against the
recommendation of the com mitteefor all
semi nary studentswho, likeme, wanttobe
pastors.

(Applause)

BISHOPDEW: All right, would some one
liketo—yes, I'll rec og nizeyou, mike2. Are
you speak ing for the. . .

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Mr. Chair-
man, | actually haveaquestionfor thecom:
mittee. I'dliketo ask, if | recall thediscus
sionincommittee, thereweresev eral small
conferences that had seminaries in them
with a large number of student pastors.
There was some con cern that their an nual
conferences would be swamped or
destabilized by alarge num ber of par tici-
patingstudentsif that, if this, wereadopted,
and| wonder if,if I’ veconfused something,
orwhether that discussionat tended thispar-
ticularresolution?

GWINN: The direct answer to that is
therewasnolegislativecommitteedeci sion
on that, but yes, it was in the midst of the
conversations.

BISHOPDEW: I'll rec og nizeyou, mike
4. Areyou speak ing for or against?

GREGORY D. STOVER (West Ohio): |
want to of fer an amend ment.

BISHOP DEW: All right.

STOVER: I movethat weamend the peti-
tion by add ing the words at the end of the
sentence:“ ... exceptconsti tutional amend
ments, election of del egatestogeneral, ju-
risdictional, or central conferences, and
mat tersof or di nation, char acter, and con
ferencerelationsof clergy.” If there' sasec
ond, I'll spesk briefly.

BISHOPDEW: It ssec onded.

STOVER: By—by en act ing thisamend-
ment, we will make thislan guage par a lel
with thelan guagethat relatesto thevot ing
priv i leges that are given to both full- and
part-timelocal churches, andit seemstome
that thisisasim pleissueof equity andjus
tice. Full- and part-time local pastorsare
abletohavefull vote, and studentsper form
thesameduties. All they wouldreally have
to do isdrop out of school and pur sue the
Courseof Study or someother di rectionand
they will gain the right of vote. So | hope
we' |l adopt this amend ment and the peti-
tion.

BISHOPDEW: All right, theamend ment
isbeforeyou. I’ [l recognizeyouback there,
yes. . . mike 8.We're on the amend ment.
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Rulesof Or der Debated
inSudent Pastor Discussion

OYVIND HELLIESEN (Nor way): It'sa
point of infor mation. Canthechair explain
for me how it's possi blethat we vote non-
concur renceon Cal endar Item 643 and now
have 645, and it’ s ex act the same?

BISHOP DEW: The question is really,
arethose ex actly those same?

WILSON: We are recommending
noncurrence with all of them.

BISHOP DEW: We have voted
noncurrence.

HELLIESEN: With the amendment, it
will be ex act the same. So we have to vote
nonconcurrence.

BISHOP DEW: | un der stand. Heis say-
ing, if you sup port theamend ment, youwill
make this ex actly asoneyou have al ready
voted nonconcurrence. (Pause) It's my
judg ment that itisnot in or der to bring back
tothebody somethingthat you havea ready
votedinnon con cur rence. Y es? Point of or-
der? Mike 4.

STOVER: | believethat theseitemswere
cal en dared sep arately, and that therule of
theconfer enceisif thereareconflictingmo
tions, thelater actiontakesprecedent.

BISHOPDEW: | ...l donotbelieveso.
(Laughter)

Thisbody voted onan action, and now the
amendment would come back to be the
sameactionyouhaveal ready votedon. | am
rul ingitout of or der,andwearegoingto. ..
Yes, I'll recog nizeyou, yes. . . theyel low
card, in the back. Yel low card in the back,
mike 67

TIM OTHY RISS(New York): They are
not the same, be causethispar ticu lar peti-
tion speci fiestheannual confer encemem-
ber ship of thestudent lo cal pastor asbeing
the place in which that vote is exercised,
which was one of the points that was raised
inthedebateintheprevi ousitemasmaking
itnotadesir ableoption.

BISHOPDEW: All right if he, if heiscor-
rectitisright. Isthat theway youwould un-
der stand it? It is. Let's treat it that he has
determined that it is different, and so the
amend mentisstill beforeyou. Someonein
op po si tion to the amend ment? Yes, inthe
back . .. Yes, mike8?

BISHOP DEW: I'm sorry, the woman—
yes. .. mike8.

BEVERLY L. WILKES (lllinois Great
River): Bishop, | wouldsim ply request rule
17 be en acted at this mo ment and give us
two to threemin utesfor prayer for medi ta
tion aswe’ ve had much confu sionover the

last few mo ments. Rule 17 isare quest for
prayer time.

Confer enceTakesTimefor Medi tation
and Discernment BeforeVote

BISHOPDEW: Yes, it'samotionfor dis
cern ment. Let’ stake one mo ment for quiet
med i tation, then wewill move back to the
processof voting. (Pause)

Amen. All right. What you have be fore
you is Calendar Item 645, and then an
amend ment from thefloor. Do we havethe
amend ment in the hands of the secretary?|
would like for us to hear the amendment.
We'vetakenalittletimefor quiet. Let’ sget
the amend ment back be fore us be fore we
beginto debateagain. Can | ask thesecre
tary to read the amend ment?

CAROLYNMARSHALL:Byaddingat
the end of the sentence “except constitu
tional amendments, el ectionof del egatesto
general, jurisdictional, or central confer-
ences, and mat tersof or di nation, char acter,
andconfer encerelationsof clergy.”

BISHOP DEW: All right. That's the
amendment. Yes, I'll recognize you with
the green cad behind the-back
there-yes—you, yes. Come to mike 4.

RODNEY G. STEELE (North Arkan
sas): | call thequestion for all that’ sbefore
us, please, if it'sin or der.

BISHOP DEW: All right. It's been
moved and seconded to call for thequestion
onall that isheforeus. That's nondebatable
andif you sup port it by two-thirds, wemove
then to your vot ing on what is be fore you.
All right, if you sup port themo tion for vot
ingonall thatisbeforeus, voteyesby press
ing 1; voteno by pressing 2. [ Yes, 849; No,
73] You sup ported it so we move to the
amend ment. If you—we do give the chair a
fi nal word.

GWINN: Bishop, onbehalf of thelegisla
tive com mit teg, | want toremind thedel e
gates, thedel egatestonight, that if wewere
voting only with our hearts, every single
one of us would prob ably have voted for
concurrence. But you have experienced
what webelievetobeonly thetip of theice
berg and con fu sion that can hap pen when
we have stu dent pas tors with both avote
and avoice. And so, af ter long de bate, we
tried to use our mind with our heart and be
lievethat thebest di rectionfor uspresently
isnonconcurrence.

BISHOP DEW: All right. Be on the
amend ment. If you sup port theamend ment,
you will press 1 for yes; if you do not sup-
port it, you press 2 for no, Vote when the
light appears. [Yes, 467; No, 462] The
amendment passes. We now move to the
mainrecommendationbeforeyou, whichis

amotionfor noncon cur renceon Cal endar
Item 645. If you sup port therec om men da
tion of the committee, you vote yes by
pressing 1; if you do not, you vote by press
ing 2. Vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
539; No, 381] Y ou sup ported the com mit-
teeinyour vote. Do you have—isthat thefi-
nal item?
WIL SON: Thatisthefi nal item, Bishop.

BISHOP DEW: All right. We want to
thank the Com mitteeon Higher Ed u cation
andMinistry.

(Applause)

Yes, intheback. Yes, sir, cometo mike8.
Mike 8 please.

Consent Cal endar Limit Set
at Ten Per sons

ROBERT SWEET (New England): |
moveto suspendtherulessothat beginning
immediately all calendar items with less
than ten votes op posed, as re ported out of
committee be, approved without reading
and rationale, and further, that beginning
withtheconsentcal endar printedintoday’s
DCA, items to be lifted from the consent
cal endarrequirel0signatures.

BISHOP DEW: All right. It's sec onded.
Would you like to spesk to it?

SWEET: | would. Asisbeen ev i denced
around acou ple of items al ready thiseve-
ning, it’'sap par ent that we want to dis cuss
and need to discuss some issues in great
depth. Other issuesareob vi ously going to
pass quickly without dissent or lit tledis
sent.

BISHOP DEW: All right. Are you clear
about what you would vote? | think they’re
going to need to hear that an other time be-
forethey vote. Unlessmaybethedebatecan
help us understand it. Speaking in sup-
port—anyone speaking in support? Yes, |
recog nizethedel egatestandingthere. Yes
mike 5.

BECKY HASSE (Cdifornia Pacific): |
would moveto amend themotionto makeit
ef fectivewiththeDCA consent cal endar for
tomorrow, because | believe we have d -
ready passedthedeadlinefor submittingre
questsfor removal for to day’ sitems.

BISHOP DEW: Is the amendment sec-
onded? It's seconded. Would you like
to-you al ready madeaspeech?|sthereany-
one op posed to that mo tion? The amend-
ment then would be for the DCA for
tomor row. If you sup port the amend ment,
press1foryes, press2if you do not sup port
the amendment. Vote when the light ap-
pears. [Yes, 760; No, 162] All right. You
haveamended themain motion. Isthereop-
por tunity—any onewishingtohear that mo-
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tion that is—I’m go ing to put the vote to
you.

BISHOP DEW: | think they would liketo
hear it onemoretimeandthen | will putitto
a vote. Will the gentleman come to the
mike? Mike 8.

(Reads as Amended)

ConsentCal endar
ReadingandRationaleDeleted

SWEET: | move we sus pend the rules so
that beginning immediately all calendar
itemswithlessthan 10 votesop posed, asre
ported out of com mit tee be ap proved with-
out read ing and ratio nale and fur ther, that
beginningwiththeconsentcal endar printed
into mor row’'s(May 10) DCA items to be
lifted fromtheconsent cal endar require10
signatures.

VoteTalliesConfuseand Cause Delay

BISHOP DEW: All right. Thisisthe mo-
tion be fore the house. If you will sup port
thismotion by votingyes, press1; if youdo
not sup port it, you will press2 for no. Vote
when the light ap pears. It did re quire two
thirdsand you sup ported it by 81.9%. [ Yes,
749; No, 166] Wewill now befunctioning
under that rule. Yes, the DCA tomorrow.
We can go back to our election process.
Y ou voted for 3 per sons. Valid votes 2757.
Validbal lots932. Needtoelect 460. Invalid
bal lots21.[ Applause] Daniel A. lvey-Soto
received the necessary number and was
elected. [Applause] You need to vote for
two more. Look at the names. Look at the
results. Yes, point of or der?Mike8.

MARK L. DICKEN (South Indiana): |
think we still have amath er ror in the sys-
tem. Half of theto tal of valid voteswas not
460; it should have been | believe 466.

BISHOPDEW: Let meask thesecretary.
Wearetry ingto get it back onthe screen. |
think itisour deter mi nationthat 467 would
be the num ber needed to elect. That would
be...and sothedel egatewascor recttoraise
the point of or der about the re sults. We do
not have an elec tion. Yes, | will rec og nize
you. Mike 4.

DEAN S  YAMAMOTO (Cre
gon-ldaho): Bishop, | think itispretty easy.
Can | run the num bers by you? The last 2
have been cor rect. 2757 di vided by the 3
votes we took equals 919, di vided by 2 to
getthemajor ity is459. [ Applause]

BISHOP DEW: All right. Yes, | will rec-
og nizeyou. Cometo mike 4.

MACBRANTLEY (NorthGeor gia): The
infor mation that was given isnot cor rect.
[Laughter] The2linvalidbal lotsneedtobe
di vided by 3. Sothe 7, in stead of 21, would
be what would be de ducted from theto tal.

BISHOP DEW: Please . . . | think we
might needtodefer theelectionuntil weget
some clar ity. Let'stakea. . . let'stake a
break. Y ou've been work ing herefor . . ..
[Applause] Let's teke a 15 minutebreak.
Please be back in 15 min utes.

[ Break, fol lowed by singing]

Thank youfor that. Let’ scometoor der by
comingtoyour seats. Can you moveto your
seats. Please come to order. Thank you,
please come, be seated when you come to
your seat. | wanted to say awordtoyou. To
getintothekind of situationwewereinand
one just wantsto say, “Isn’t mod ern tech-
nol ogy wonder ful.” Italsomadememakea
very discourteousstatement ear lier. Please
beinor der. The—ear lierwhen| madeadis
cour teousstatement it wasbe causethevot
ing machinehad started down that road, and
| apol o gizeto any of fenseto any oneat that
point. We realy need an explanation on
how toread the bal | ot and so that will come
in the morning. We can then tomorrow
morning moveback tovoting for theal ter-
natestothejudi cial council. Butyouneeda
clear ex planation on how to read it so that
youdon'tget dif fer entdel egatesgivingdif-
ferentmathemati cal inter pretationsandso
we will do them in the morning. Yes, I'll
rec og nizeyou intheback. Therewill beno
morevotingonal ter natesforjudi cial coun
cil till tomor row morning. Mike8.

PHILIPR. GRANGER (North Indi ana):
Bishop, | would like to try a sus pen sion of
therules. | would like to sus pend therules;
and on the next bal lot go for aplural ity on
the remaining alternates for the judicia
council.

BISHOP DEW: Wouldyou bewill ingto
wait till tomor row morning becauseweare
not going to go to avote.

GRANGER: Bishop, I'm will ing to wait
if that's what you desirebut | believethe
problemwasinthemathemati cal cal cula
tion of themajor ity and my mo tion would
notrequirethatcal culation.

BISHOP DEW: Yes, | think | would like
forthistobedelayedtill tomor rowmorning
at which time the Discipline calls for there
beingamajor ity voteevenforev ery al ter-
nate. And so | think you would need to be
clear about what youwould bedoinginthat
event. And then the eectronic process
would also be ready in the event that such a
mo tion were ei ther to be voted up or down
at that time. So, | would still like for you to
wait till to mor row morn ing when that dis-
cus sion can be held. We can move on then
to some agenda items, get those out of the
way. All right, thank you.

FaithandOr der LegislativeCommitteeis
ready to present to you. Mr. Hayes.

Report of Faith and Or der
Al cohol and Drugson Campus

ROB ERT E.HAYES(Texas): Thankyou
Bishop, thank youGeneral Confer ence, the
committees, theL egislativeCommitteeon
Faith and Or der would like to present for
your consideration several petitions and
you canturntop. 1908inyour DCA, to Peti-
tion30586. ItisCal endar Item 314foundon
p. 532 of theAdvanceDCA. Peti tion30586.
It con cernstheuse of a co hol and drugson
campuses. The committee recommends
concurrence with an amend ment and it is
amended at thebot tom, thelast paragraphin
thisparticular peti tion. Thisisanon-disci-
plinary resolutionwhichwouldgointoour
BookofResolutions. Andwerecommended
concur renceasamended.

BISHOPDEW: All right, did you want to
giveusalineof ratio nalefor it.

HAYES. Waell, the resolution itself
speaks to the need; of the percentages of
studentswhoarereported; al coholicrelated
eventsand activ i tiesand schools. And the
Meth odist Churchistry ingto ad dressthis
issuethrough sev eral steps. And also at the
very end of this particular resolution it
strongly rec om mendsthat United Meth od-
ist Colleges and Universities prohibit the
saleandpossessionof bev er ages, a coholic
bev er agesontheir campus.

BISHOPDEW: All right, itisbeforeyou.
Yesl rec og nizethe pink. Yes. Mike®6.

J. ROBERT BURKHART (lowa): |
would like to make an amendment in the
fourth paragraph, theninthline, just before
the words “the United Methodist College
Presi dents.” I’ dliketorecom mend that we
insert the words, “the Di vi sion of Higher
Ed u cation of the Gen eral Board of Higher
EducationandMinistry,andwith....” Soit
would read “the Gen eral Board of Church
and Soci ety part neringwiththeDi vi sionof
Higher Ed u cation of the Gen eral Board of
Higher Education and Ministry, and with
UnitedMethodist Col legePresi dents’ and
soon. Andthen, under point 4, tosub sti tute
thislan guagefor what' sthere. “ Af firming
andencouragingUnitedMethodistrelated
col legesanduni versi ties, ef fortstoad dress
a cohol abuseand useby col legestudents.”
If thereisasec ond I'd liketo speak to it.

BISHOP DEW: Itissec onded.

BURKHART: The first part of this
amend ment, | think, brings usinto con for-
mity with the Disciplineparagraph 1414.4.
And the last part, instead of making the
Genera Conferencesoundlikeadictatorial
ordictatorial par ent,ithelpsusjoininpart
ner shipwith col leges. | know our four lowa
UnitedMethodistrelated col legesarestrug
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gling with thisissue, asother United Meth-
odist related colleges are. And we as a
church are struggling with them on that.
And as part ners| think we can do better in
af firming themandwork ing with them.

BISHOPDEW: All right, theamend ment
isbeforeyoudoyouwishtospeaktoit?Yes
I’ll rec og nize, yestheyoung man, yes. Can
you come to mike 1?

Al cohol Abstinanceon CampusDebated

GERALD“JAY” WIL LIAMS(Western
New York): | would like to spesk for the
amendment for several reasons. Actualy,
inour socia princi plesweuselanguagethat
isthat pro motesab sti nencerather than pro-
hibitingdrinkingal cohol, sol thinkthat this
amendment will bring us into conformity
withthat, aswell. Aspossi bly agreater rea
son: If we pro hibit the sale and use of al co-
hol on our cam puses, what wedoiscreatea
situationwherewehavestudentsgoing off
campustodrink andthen possi bly get drunk
and then they haveto returnto cam pusina
drunken state. Sothat could potentially pro-
motesit uationsthat arefar greater thanthe
onesthat would beon cam pusoth er wise.

BISHOPDEW: All right, speechinfavor
of the amend ment. Isthere onein op po si-
tion?I’ll recognizeyouyes, inthepink card
cometo mike4. Y ou're on the amend ment
now, so you would speak to it.

MICHAEL T.MUELLER(Wisconsin):|
would speak in opposition to the amend-
ment. Our com mit teedid discussthisquite
seri ously andfelt that thiswording best re
flected what we wanted to hap pen. Inall of
our discussion, including the discussion
right now, we have not said any thing about
theresponsi bil ity of our col legestu dentsto
behaveresponsi bly, whether or notthey’re
attendingaChristian col legecampus. And
wecancer tainly under standtheconcernfor
studentsgoing off cam pus, gettingintox i-
cated, and then try ing to drive back to the
cam pus. But | maintain that thereisaneed
on the part of those stu dents to be havere-
sponsibly.

BISHOPDEW: All right, isthereany one,
yesintheback ingreen shirt. Yesyouinthe
yel low card. Mike 8. Are you spesk ing in
opposition?

TYSON FER GU SON (Detroit): | speak
inopposi tiontotheamendment becausewe
need to stand firmin our belief that we need
to ab stainfromal co hol. Weneed to let the
uni ver s tiesand col legesthat we asUnited
Meth odistssup port—sup portthemfullyin
al ways—universities and colleges are
some of the most for mative years of aper-
son’s life. And if we as a church want to
teach responsibility and how people are
sup posedto changetheir behav ior about al-

co hol, what mes sage do we send when a-
low theuni ver si tiestohaveal cohol ontheir
campusesandinthecommuni ties?

| graduatedwithtwodegreesfromMicht
gan State. Dur ing those seven | saw sev eral
kidslosetheir livesbe cause of a co hol and
themisuseof it. Thepresi dent of theuni ver
sityismovingtowardsadry campusandwe
have seen re sults. Thisis not just a church
issue. Thisisasoci ety issue. | am now at
tend ing Duke Di vin ity School and thislast
year we have lost acou ple of stu dents be
cause of a cohol. Thepresi dent and other
peopleintheuni ver sity, aswell asstudents,
are addressing the issue. They are be gin-
ningtodoital ready. If thisGeneral Confer-
ence en cour ages them; then we were only
encour aging. Weneedto stand firmandask
tochangebehav ior andteach to change be-
hav ior. Thank you.

BISHOP DEW: All right we've had two
speeches in favor and two against. I'm
ready to put it . . . yes?

Areyou—yes. | rec og hizeyou stand ing.
Comeinto mike5. Areyou speak ing onthe
amend ment, andwhat sideareyou speaking
on?

CARL GLAD STONE (Detroit): Bishop,
I aminfavor of the spirit of the amend ment
butwouldliketoof fer asub sti tute, if | amin
order.

BISHOP DEW: Yes.

Substi tutefor Al cohol Petition
IsSubsti tuted

GLAD STONE: | wouldlikeNo. 4 of this
peti tiontoread (strikeentirety of No. 4 and
replacewith: “ Strongly recommendingthat
UnitedMethodistandUnitedMethodistre
latedcol legesanduni ver si tiesupholdabstk
nencefromdrinkingal cohol asavi ableand
faith-filled option, and that those institu
tions provide programming and socia
events that would foster suchanenvi ron
ment.”

BISHOPDEW: Isthereasecondtothat?
It is sec onded. Y ou wish to speak to your
substitute?

GLAD STONE: Many of thereasonshave
al ready been said, sir, and | would just like
toreiter atethat thelanguageof prohi bi tion
is not—is inconsistent with the language
that wehavein our ownsocid princi ples.

BISHOP DEW: All right. Any one wish-
ingtospeakinopposi tiontothesubsti tute?

Yes, I'll rec og nizeyou in therear, way
back therewith the or ange card. Wassome
body actually wantingto—nobody’ sgoing
to? All right. Yes? Mike 8.

SHARIE MORGAN (North Indiana):
Withal duerespect, | wouldliketoremind

Genera Confer encethat whilewearear gu
ingabout our col legekidsdrinkingal cohal,
thousands of children are dying because
they have no water to drink.

BISHOP DEW: Yes, mike 1.

MATTHEW G. JOHNSON (Western
Penn syl vania): | would liketo spesk infa
vor of thesub sti tuteamend ment. |—

BISHOP DEW: All right.

JOHNSON: | believe the substitute
amend ment recommendsactioninstead of
placing thisin abook, and just hav ing it sit
on ashelf. Thisrec om mends ac tion to be
takenby thecol legestopromoteab sti nence
indrinking,andabsti nenceof al cohol. That
is why | speak for the substitute amend-
ment.

BISHOPDEW: All right. The sub sti tute
isbeforeyou. Yes, I'll recognizeyou. Mike.
Yes. No, the gentleman there to the left.
Mike 4. The sub sti tute isbe foreyou. Are
you op posed?

JM SMITH (North west Texas): | move
previ ousquestiononall that isbeforeus.

BISHOP DEW: All right. The previous
question. Isthat sec onded? All right. | will
put that to the vote. If you sustain the vote
by two-thirds, we will then moveto vot ing
on al that is be fore us. If you sup port the
previous question, press 1. If you do not
supporttheprevi ousquestion, press2. Vote
whenthelight ap pears. [ Yes, 872; No, 48]
You've caled for the previous question.
We moveto the sub sti tute. If you sup port
the substitute motion—all right. We
will—ex cuse me. We'll have afi nal com-
ment from the po dium.

HAYES: | simplywanttosay thatinrela
tionandregardstothisparticular peti tion,
the com mit teevoted 84 to zero. We had the
ben efit of theyoung manwho madeatesti-
mony here. Heisastu dent at Har vard. We
a so had on that com mit tee a per son who
hasworked with Wesley foun dations, and
tothink that total absti nenceonour col leges
and uni ver s tiescan beachievedistotally
unreal istic and wewould urgeyou to sup-
portthispeti tion.

BISHOP DEW: All right. If you would
sup port thesub sti tute, youvote 1. If youdo
not support the substitute, vote 2. Vote
whenthelight ap pears. [ Yes, 531; No, 393]
All right. Y ou’ ve sup ported the sub sti tute.
That’ sthesub sti tutefor theamend ment that
wasbeforeyou. Now that becomesapart of
themainmotion. Themainmotionisbefore
youwiththesubsti tutetotheamend ment. If
you would vote in support of the recom
mendationof thecommittee, press1;ifyou
do not, press 2.[ Yes, 782; No, 134] You've
supported the committee’s recommenda
tionfor that cal endar item.
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| be lieve we' ve come to the time for the
or der of theday. Thank you, Mr. Hayes. We
have a re port of the GCOM Ad vance for
Christ and His Church. Bishop Hearn.

Ad vance for Christ and His Church

BISHOP J. WOODROW HEARN: Since
theGeneral Confer enceof 1948 meetingin
Boston, 52 years ago now, one of the most
vital andex citingandhelpful outreachmin
istriesof TheUnited Methodist Churchhas
been the Advance. Administratively, it is
connectedtotheGeneral CouncilonMinis
tries. Dur ing thisquadren nium, Bishop Ed
Paup has given tremendous leadership to
the Ad vance Com mit tee and he, now, will
makethepresentation of thisreport.

BISHOP EDWARD W. PAUP: Thank
you, BishopHearn, Bishop Dew, sistersand
brothers in mission. At the 1996 General
Confer encein Denver TheUnited Meth od-
ist Church wasin vited to a birth day party.
And this party was held in the year 1998,
cel ebrat ing 50 years of lifein and through
the Ad vancefor Christ and His Church. Re-
mem bering how both those who came be-
foreusandweour selveshave been engaged
inmission through thisex traor di nary sec-
ond-mile journey. As with other parties,
United Methodistscamebearinggiftsinthe
re cord amount that year of over 34 mil lion
dol lars. Atthe party, weclosed our eyesand
we prayerfully consid ered aworld where
God'’ schil drenwould have ad e quate shel-
ter,food, education,andopportunitiestore
ceive and re spond to the good news. And
when we opened our eyes, the breath of the
world blew, but the candles on the cake
would not go out. As a mat ter of fact, the
party contin uesand last year, 1999, wean-
ni hi latedtherecordthat wasset theyear be
fore as we gave in excess of $44 million
dol larstothe Ad vance.

(Applause)

Andso hereat Gen eral Confer ence 2000
wehold highthe can dlesof God'’ slight, sur-
rounded by so great a cloud of wit nesses.

(VideoPresentation)

(VideoPresentation—-Boardof General
Council onMinistries)

(Applause)
(Song—Cynthia Wil son, Singing
“How Great Thou Art”)
(Applause)

DEW: If you'll be seated we will have a
reportfromthePresiding Of fi cersCommit
teeand any an nouncementsandthenaclos-
ing benediction. | recognize Paul
Extrum-Hernandez, chair of the Pre siding

Of fi cersCommittee. Mike4, youhaveare
port for us?

Bishops Craig, Mutti, and Lyght
to Presideon Wednesday

PAUL EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ: Yes
sir. Thank you, bishop. Presidingtomor row
morn ing will be Bishop Ju dith Craig from
the Ohio West Area. Presidingtomorrow
afternoon will be Bishop Frederick Muitti
fromtheKansasAreaandthenpresidingto-
morrow evening will be Bishop Ernest
LyghtfromtheNew Y ork Area. Thank you.

BISHOP DEW: All right, I’ll turn to the
secretary for any announcements.

CAROLYN MARSHALL: One an-
nouncementasfar aslndependentCommis
sionsis con cerned; a brief meet ing of the
committeeisscheduledfol lowingthisses
sion. The Committee on Reference will
meet in the morn ing at 7:15 am. in room
224. Pleasehaveall committeemembersat
tend. And then are minder that as we have
ap preci ated the mu sic which is shared by
thevari ouschoirsasthey comefor about 15
minutes before our morning worship, to-
mor row therearesomereally special times
in store for us. And so they will be be gin-
ning abit ear lier than we have been used to.
Asyou ar rive be aware that the choirs will
beginsingingfor usat 7:45.

BISHOP DEW: All right. | havein vited
Bishop Leontine T.C. Kelly to close our
eveningsession.

(Applause)

BISHOP LEONTINE KELLY: If you
will remain in your seats and join me in
gratitude to a great God who is able to
weaveto gether thelinesonthepageuntil it
be comesaction around theworld, themir a
cle of God' grace. Let us pray. Oh eter nal
God, we are so grate ful for your pres ence.
At the end of the day we may be weary, we
may won der if we'll ever gettotheend. We
haveconcernsandresponsi bil i ties. Butwe
come and just give you al that you have al-
ready given us, and ask that your Holy
Spirit em power us, not only tolove onean
other, but to care for one another and to
movebeyondthewallsto en closetheworld
inyour love. Wethank you for theamazing
things that are done through this church of
ours. We know its prob lems, we know its
weak nesses, yet we come to gether at Gen-
eral Confer encetoaf firmour strengthsand
tohold onean other up. Andwearegrateful.
Let your spirit grant usthe rest that we need
this evening. Clear the cobwebs and the
junk that we carry around with us. Oh, |
hear, | hear the words of the hymn writer,
“Yefear ful saints, fresh cour agetake. The
clouds you so much dread are filled with

mercy and will break with blessings round
your head.” Y ou speak through us through
mu sic, you speak through usaswework to-
getherinlegislativegroups. Y ouspeak tous
aswework asacouncil, and you speak tous
aswegiveof our selves, what ever we have,
so that when we leave this place we won't
be per fect but we' ll benew inyou. Blessus.
Thank you, Lord. Thank you, Lord. Have
mercy upon us, par don and deliver usfrom
al our sins, confirmand strengthenusinall
righteousness and bring us to everlasting
life on the day when we shall seeour savior
facetofaceandtell thestory saved by grace.
And now, may God raiseyou up oneagle's
wings and bear you on the breath of dawn,
and makeyou on anew day to shinelikethe
sun, and hold you in the pam of God's
hand. And may the grace of the Lord Je sus
Christ and the love of God and the pow er-
ful,energizing, enthusi astic,loving, power
of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and
for ever. Will you shout Amen?

(Congregationshouts” Amen” )
(Applause)

Wednesday Morning
May 10, 2000

(BishopJudithCraig, presiding)
(prayer andsinging)
Archbishopof Canter burylntroduced

BISHOPWIL LIAM ODEN: For thefirst
timeinhistory anarchbishopof Canter bury
isaguest of the Gen eral Confer ence. (Ap-
plause) Thisisespecially significantasthis
visitcomesat thecompletionof theinter na
tional di aloguebetweenMethodismandthe
Angli can Com mu nion and also at the be-
ginning of the dialogue between United
Methodism and the Episcopal Church,
USA.Marilynand|l werevisiting Bathand
Wellsduringarenewal leaveinEngland,in
July 1990. We came upon the pal ace of the
bishop with beautiful grounds of placid
lake, graceful swans. And sud denly amedi-
eval town crier came around and filled the
air with hear-ye's. He an nounced that Her
Majesty, the Queen, had just named the
Bishop of Bath and Wells, Dr. George
Carey, to bethenext Arch bishop of Canter-
bury. | thought, “ now, that’ stheway todo a
pressrelease.” (laughter) Later, represent
ing theWorld Meth odist Council at acon
ference of the Anglican archbishops in
Capetown, South Africa, | hadtheprivilege
of meeting Dr. Carey. Hislecturesonevan
gelismwerethrill ing, butit wasour pri vate
conversations about Methodism that be-
came etched in my heart and mind. Dr.
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Carey has a love for Methodism and the
Wesleyantradi tion. Hehasahun ger to see
Meth odismand the Church of England and
Angli cansaround theworld draw closer to-
gether. We met again at Lambeth Con fer-
ence, which gathered at Canterbury in
1998.

Thisisaconfer enceof Angli canBishops
heldonceev ery 10years. Asanecumeni cal
del egate, | watched himpresidewithgrace,
guid ing 800 bish opsfrom many countries
and cul tures. And for the next three weeks,
theAngli canswereunder hisleader shipina
beauti ful way. Dr. Carey hasserved asalo-
cal church pastor, aprison chaplain, head of
atheologi cal faculty. HeholdsaPh.D. with
anem phasisontheearly church. Heand his
wife, Eileen, have four children and nine
grand chil dren. Mrs. Carey isaremark able
per sonin her ownright. Sheissit ting with
our Bishops spouses. Mrs. Carey, we're
delighted that you're here. Would you
please stand, that we might warmly wel -
come you?

(Applause)

Memories of Lambeth still flood my
mind, but noneso enduringasbeinginthe
Canter bury cathedral for theopening pro-
cessional. The voices of an overflowing
crowd, along with the royal fam ily, gath-
eredfor wor shipandwereled by amagnif i-
centor gan. Thatmedi eval sanctuary, where
Thomas More was martyred, was filled
withthemost famil iar Wesleyanhymn: “ O,
for athou sand tonguesto sing.” | felt likea
longlostrel ativeatafamily reunion. Y our
Grace, the Wesleyswere yours before they
wereours. Infact, wehavemutually shared
them for over two and a half centuries, as
they lived and died as priests of the Church
of Eng land. Wewel comeyou asafamily
mem ber to thisside of thefamily re union,
and following the speciad music and the
reading of theScripture, weeagerly antici-
pate your mes sage. Let usgreet His Grace,
the Most Reverend and Right Honorable
Dr. GeorgelL eonard Carey, theArchbishop
of Canterbury.

(Ap plauseand Singing)

BISHOPCRAIG: Hd lelujah! Weareex-
tendingour consciousnessof thewonder ful
household of God in which we are many
members and in which there are many
rooms. Andto help usto continueto seethis
vi sion, weturntotheecumeni cal of fi cer of
the Council of Bishops, Bishop William
Boyd Grove, whowill introducead di tional
ecumeni cal guests. BishopGrove.

Leader sof Other Denomi nation
Introduced

BISHOP WILLIAM BOYD GROVE:
Yes, my sistersand broth ers of Christitis
my priv i lege on be half of the Coun cil of
Bishop towel cometo the Gen eral Confer-
ence, andto presenttoyourepresentatives
of many of the churches with whom we
sharefaithand missioninthiscountry. | in-
vite them to come forward as | call their
names and just to line up across the plat-
form.

You can bring them on, we will greet
themall at theend but if you want torec og-
nize each as he or she co mes, feel freeto do
that. I’'m going to in vite two to come to-
gether at thebegin ning. Both of thesetradi
tions come out of the same Wesleyan
tradition, as do we. Dr. William M.
Greathouse of the Church of the Nazarene,
and the Rev. Jeffrey Mansell of the Wes-
leyan Church, if they would come.

(Applause)

Bishop Allan O. Bjornberg, of the Evan-
geli cal LutheranChurchinAmerica, whois
on the Lu theran side of the di alogue about
to begin between The United Methodist
Church and the ELCA, the chair per son of
the delegation from the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America, Bishop
Bjornberg.

(Applause)

RepresentinghisEminenceMetropolitan
Maximosof the Greek Or thodox Archdi o-
cese of America, the Rev. Demetrious
Simoni Idis.

(Applause)

The Most Reverend Wil liam S. Skylstad
representing the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops. Bishop Skylstad is a
good friend of mine. We coached here at the
re cent phase of the United Meth od ist-Ro-
man Catholicdi alogue, Bishop Skylstad.

(Applause)

TheRev. Bob (Rob ert W.) Ed gar, one of
our own United Meth od ists, now the new
General Secretary of theNational Council
of the Churches of Christ inthe U.S.A.

(Applause)

Representing the Presbyterian Church
(U.SA.),theRev. Robert W. Bohl.

(Applause)

We are in the headquarter city of the
United Church of Christ. | hope you all are
aware of that and we are happy to havewith
us, thismorning, rep resent ing that church,

the President of the United Church of
Christ, the Rev. John H. Thomas.

(Applause)

Representing the World Council of
Churches, Dr. Jean Stromberg, the Ex ec u-
tiveDi rector of theU.S. Confer enceof the
World Council Churches.

(Applause)

Representing the Orthodox Church in
America, the Rev. Father Leonid
Kishkovsky

(Applause)

RepresentingtheConsul tationonChurch
Un ion, soon to be the Churches Uniting in
Christ, the Rev. Tom Dipko.

(Applause)

Andholdinguntil last, representativesof
two of the Meth od ist churcheswith whom
we share faith of the Wesleyantradition,
and lifeand mission in the mod ern world.
From the African Methodist Episcopal
Church, theRev. Dr. Floyd Al ex ander, and
from the Christian Methodist Episcopal
Church, Bishop ThomasHoyt, if they could
cometogether.

(Applause)

And the Rev. Judson A. Souers, of the In-
ternational  Council of Community
Churches.

(Applause)
Now will you greet them all?
(Applause)

There’ sonemore. | did n't know shewas
here, shewasdelayed by weather and plane
difficulties. Representing the Episcopal
Church, Ms. Midge Roof.

(Applause)

You may be seated. We're invitingtwo
people, two of these representatives to
speak briefly. First, respondingonbehalf of
al our ecumenical guests to the General
Conference the most Rev. William S.
Skylstadwhoishere, asl said, representing
the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops and who has had, over these years,
arich relation ship with The United Meth-
odist Church.

BishopWil liamS. Skylstad Represents
National Confer enceof CatholicBishops

BISHOP SKYLSTAD: Good morning.
(Congregationresponds-Goodmorning) |
am most grateful and honored to bring
prayers and greet ings to you on be half of
those of us who are your ecumeni cal co-



Daily Edition Vol. 4 No. 9

2255

leaguesinthepil grimagetowardsthat unity
for which Christ prayed. As you meet here
today, at thishistoricmomentinMethodist
history, you are sur rounded by a cloud of

witnesses, and other Christian churches,

who arepray ing for theHoly Spirit’ sbless-

ingonyour deliberationsandfor deepening
our bonds of communion as we witness
withyouinasuf fering world. Withyouwe
pray that John Wesley’ svi sionisspreading
bibli cal holi nessacrosstheland. Mayitbea
common task we can do to gether; bringing
thejusticeof God and the peace of Christto
ev ery part of theworld.

In these United States, and across the
globeecumeni caly, open Christianshave
been blessed by thegen er osity and zeal that
Meth od ists share with usasyou spur uson
tomissionandtothesearchfor full, visi ble,
unity infaith, sacramental lifeandcommon
wit ness. In Christ, we are one. We are in
real, if yetimper fect, communionwithone
another. We strive, in response to God's
gracein Christ Je sus, to per fect that com-
mu nion to gether to be comethe church that
God willsfor hismissionin theworld. We
rec og nizethat you are boldly facing many
of theissues,inyour deliber ationshere, that
we and all of our churches must face aswe
integrate the findings of modern science
intoour bibli cal faith; aswefacethetumul-
tu ous changes abroad, and in our so ci ety;
and aswestriveto bring heal ing and rec or+
cili ationtoacom munity driven by thecon
cerns of the day.

Wejoinwithyouinprayer. Werecognize
thetensionsthat fi del ity toonean other can
bring in the midst of the de bates the Lord
has called us to en gage in for the sake of
unity in our churches. We pray that theHoly
Spirit may beat work asyoulabor to gether,
hop ing that all of our church mem bers can
bewith youinthisjour ney.

Wecel ebratewith you the wit ness of re-
pentanceandreconcil i ation, whichyouare
en gag ing, thisweek. As Pope John Paul 11
reminded our church on thefirst Sunday of
Lent afew weeks ago, there are many sins
for which we must re pent and which have
continuing consequences in our lives as
churches. Cer tainly your wit ness with the
African-American churches to the sin of
rac ism, and the con tin ued need for re pen-
tanceand conver sionisachal lengetoall of
our churches. We can not move on in our
quest for the full, visible, unity of the
churches until we, especialy here in the
United States, have taken upon ourselves
thecontinual thetask of conver sionthatis
necessary beforereconcili ationispossi ble.
Wejoinwith you in prayer and con fession
and we pledge our selves to work with you
inthedi alogueof loveandfor givenessthat

isnecessary if thebur denof racismistobe
di minishedinthechurchandinour soci ety.

We are also most grate ful to The United
Meth odist Churchfor itslead er shipinthe
ecumenical di alogues. AsDr. Ed gar here
witnesses, you have been most generous
with the World and National Council of
Churchesandinlocal situationsacrossthis
land and throughout the world. Dr. Jan
Love, whoisbeinghonoredtoday, isasign
of that tireless service we have come to
know and cher ishfrom the United Meth od
istecumeni cal leaders. Weappreci ateyour
championing the cause of unity of the
churches in the variety of dialogues in
whichyou havebeenengaged. It hasbeena
deep, spiri tual blessingfor meper sonaly,
to have worked these years with Bishop
William Boyd Grove, my dear friend, as
co-chair of Catholic-UnitedMethodist di a
logue.

Thisdi aloguehasbeenatesti mony toour
church’ scommit ment to onean other andto
thegoal of visi bleunity. Inthecity of Spo-
kane, from which | come, seven of usre li-
gious leaders gather every Wednesday
morn ing for break fast. We come when we
can, butal waysitisscheduled. Twiceayear
we get to gether for aday of prayer, oncein
Holy Week and oncein Ad vent, sharingour
faithjour neys. A summer eveningbar becue
and a Christmas gathering are events to
whichwelook for ward. Rev. FloraBowers
(Pecific Northwest), by the way, present
here, is part of our group. It is Christ who
has called all of our churches on theroad to
unity and wit ness, wor ship and shar ing of
thegospel. All of uswhowalk with you can
only pray to God that we may beasfaith ful
as you have been and that we may re spond
to gether with hope and con fi dence to the
new chal lenges we find be fore us. God's
blessing on your work. Thank you.

(Applause)

BISHOP CRAIG: Now, | ask the Rev.
Bob Ed gar to come and greet you from the
National Council of theChurchesof Christ.

TheRev. Robert W. Edgar Represents
National Council of Churches

ROBERT W. EDGAR: As one of the
new est member of theecumeni cal commu
nity, | bring greetings from the National
Council of Churches. Our new president,
Andrew Y oung, sendshiswel cometo The
United Methodist Church. Hecalledandin
dicated his passion for working with the
United Methodistsandall 35-mem ber com
mu nions at the be gin ning of this new de-
cade, at thebe gin ning of thisnew cen tury,
at this beginning of the new millen
nium—to work to gether for our com mon

unity and com mon good. It wasDr. Mar tin
Luther King, who in a book published
shortly after his death, said these words:
“Wearenow faced with thefact that to mor-
row istoday, andin thisun fold ing co nun-
drumof lifeand history, thereissuch athing
asbeingtoolate. Procrasti nationisstill the
thief of time. Life of ten leaves us bare, na-
ked, anddejectedwithlostoppor tunity. The
tideinthe af fairs of hu man ity does not re-
main at the flood, it ebbs. We may cry out
desper ately for timeto pausein her passage,
but time is death to ev ery plea and rushes
on. Over the bleached bones and jumbled
resi duesof numer ouscivili zationsarewrit
ten the pathetic words ‘too late’.”

Godischal lenging usasmem bersof the
body of Christtorecognize: It' snottoolate.
TheNational Coun cil of Churches, Church
World Service, the World Council of
Churches, the ecumenical community, is
committedtounder standingtheur gency of
now. Aswe be gin this new time to gether,
we are called to wit ness to gether that we
have a com mon work: To seek justice; To
care for the poor; To change the world; and
Toliveincom mu nity onewithan other. So
asasymbol of our loveand commit ment, as
| beginmy ser viceasGen eral Secretary of
theNational Coun cil of Churches, as| help
the National Coun cil of Churches with a
richfifty yearsof history, vi sionitsfuturein
thisnewtime, | inviteyou, aswasinvited by
ourRomanCatholicbrothersandsisters, by
our Or tho dox broth ersand sisters, by our
historic Black church broth ersand sisters,
by our Angli canbrothersandsisters, and by
our broth ersand sistersof faith com mu ni-
tiesaround theworld, | call uponall of usto
join handsto gether in prayer and com mit-
ment for what we can do to gether.

Let me ask you now to hold hands, stand
and hold handsjust for amo ment to gether.
Aswehold handsand touch onean other, | et
ustogether, intheholding of thesehands, be
reminded of the people around the world
who need our love and care. As we hold
handswithoneanother, let uspray for anew
ecumeni cal vi sionfor anew eraof hope. L et
uspray for anew ecumeni cal convenantfor
apeo pleof Christ that makesall thingsnew.
Aswehold handsto gether and firmly touch
each other, re gard less of cul ture and race
and gender and sex u d ity, let uspray for a
new ecumenical communion of commu
nions that touches at the very heart of God,
that touches at the very heart of justice, that
touches at the very heart of love.

Listen to these words shared by apol i ti-
cian. | wish it were Je sus on the Mount of
Olivesor Paul ontheroadto Damascus. But
in 1966, in South Af rica, Bobby Ken nedy
said, “Let no onebediscour aged by thebe-
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lief that thereisnoth ing that oneman or one
woman can do against the enor mous ar ray
of theworld'sills, against misery andig no-
rance, injusticeorviolence.” Fewwill have
thegreat nesstobend history it self, but each
of uscanwaork to change asmall por tion of
eventssothatinthetotal of al thoseactsare
writtenthehistory of our gener ationaswe
hold handswith peo plehereinsideand out-
sidethisbuilding. May wea waysre mem-
ber we, who aremany, areonebody. Amen.

(Applause)

BISHOP GROVE: Friends, we're about
to do something that | don’t remem ber has
been done before. | caught myself twice
say ingthat we' venever donesomething be
fore only to be reminded that Bishop
Matthewshasalongmemory. Buttoday the
Council of Bishops is going to recognize
two ecumenical leaders who have repre
sentedthischurchwithdistinctionintheec
umeni cal movement. Andwehavechosen
to recognize them in the presence of the
Gen eral Con fer ence. And | hope that this
will be but the first of many such rec og ni-
tionsthat will oc cur, oc cur acrosstheyears.
And | call Bishop Melvin Talbert to come
forwardtomakethosepresentations.

(Applause)

BISHOP MELVIN G. TALBERT:
Bishop Craig, toour distinguishedecumen
i cal guests, sistersand broth ersin Christ, |
greet you in the name and in the Spirit of Je-
susChrist. Itismy distinct honor and priv i-
lege this morning to make two
presentations. | do it as the one who was
privilegedtobesecretary of the Council of
Bishopsfor eight yearsand car ry ingwithit
theresponsi bility of Ecumeni cal Offi cer,as
did col leagues be fore me: Paul Duffy, Jim
Matthews, Jim Ault, and oth ers. | do it to-
day astheincomingecumeni cal of fi cer of
ourdenomination.

Thesetwo per sons, once they are named,
will berec og nized by you. But they are per-
sonswho have not only talked ecu me nism,
they have, in be half of us, lived it. Ecu me-
nism is more than talk; it is some thing that
must belived out inwhat we say andinwhat
wedowithour very lives. Soitmy privilege
now to pres ent to you and in be half of you
andthe Council of Bishops, to present them
certifi catesof appreciation

Thefirst per sonthat | want to ask to come
forward to join me at the podium is Dr.
Janice Love. Jan, will you join me here?

(Applause)

Dr. Janice Love Honored for Work
With World Coun cil of Churches

BISHOP TALBERT: For more than 20
years, prob ably more than half of her life,
(laughter) Jan has rep re sented The United
Methodist Churchintheongoingand con
tinuing work of the World Council of
Churches. As ayoung per son and into her
adult life, she has done that with great dis-
tinction. Jan, words arein ad e quate to ex-
press to you how grateful we are as a
denomi nationforthecommitmentyouhave
made, beyondthecall of duty, torep resent
us, at per sonal risk to famiily life. At times
whenit hasbeen adif fi cult strug glefor her
to leave her daugh ter and fam ily, she has
left her family to be in Geneva and other
placesrepresentingusasadenomi nation. |
presenttoyouthisday thiscertif i cateof ap-
preci ationwhichreadsasfol lows: “Onbe
half of the Council of Bishops of The
United Meth od ist Church, and in the pres-
enceof theGeneral Confer ence, wepresent
this certificate of appreciation to Janice
Loveinrecogni tionof herex ceptional lead
ership in ecumenical arenas and her out-
standing ser viceontheCentral Committee
of the World Council of Churches from
1975t01998. Wecel ebrateall shehasdone
to promote the unity for which Christ
prayed in John 17:21. Given this tenth day
of May in the year of 2000 in Cleveland,
Ohio. Bishop Wil liam B. Oden, Presi dent
of the Coun cil of Bishops; Bishop Wil liam
Boyd Grove, Ecumenical Officer of the
Council of Bishops; and Bishop J. Law -
rence McCleskey, Columbia Episcopa
Area.” Jan. (Applause)

JANICE LOVE: Sistersand broth ersin
Christ, I smply want to say “ Thank you” to
The United Meth od ist Church, the United
Meth od ist Coun cil of Bishops, who hasre
peat edly sent me back to these great op por-
tunities for ecumenism, to the Genera
Commission on Christian Unity and
Inter-religious Concerns for undergirding
my work, for my lo cal church; many thanks
forbeinganecumeni cal witnesswherethey
arein their place. And most per son aly, to
thepeoplel call my ecumeni ca mothers:
United Methodist Women and the
Women'sDi vi sion of The United Meth od-
ist Church, the Board of Global Ministries,
who nur tured in me, very early inmy life, a
great pas sion to reach acrossthese deep dif-
fer ences, in deed these chasms, that di vide
usin our church, our Christianfamily, and
our world. It' sagreat jour ney tothefull ness
of thejoy of lifein Christ, thisecumeni cal
venture, and I'm so grateful that you al-

lowed me to take it in thisway. Thank you.
(Applause)

Kathar ineBan nister Honoredfor Work
With World Coun cil of Churches

BISHOPTALBERT: Thesecond per son
that | want torec og nizethismorningin be-
half of all of usisarel atively new face. | say
that, but till its been approximately 10
years. Shehasservedwithdistinctioninthe
World Coun cil of Churcheson its Cen tral
Com mit tee dur ing the last 7 years of that
operation and is now one of the reigning
presidents of the World Council of
Churches. | served as chair of thenomi nat-
ing com mit tee for the last meet ing of the
World Council of Churches, oneof themost
dif fi cult tasks one can have. And when her
namecame up, therewasno questionin our
mindsinthenomi natingcommitteethat she
was the right choice.

KathrynK. Ban nister, oneof our up com-
ing, young, creative pastors in the lowly
state of Kan sas, (laughter) and she hasrep-
resented us with distinction. And how
proud | wasto beamem ber of that Cen tral
Committee working with her. And now
how proud | am to rec og nize her inyour
pres ence here to day and to present to her
this certificate. Kathy, will you join me
here?(Ap plause) “ Onbehalf of theCouncil
of Bishopsof TheUnited Methodist Church
and in the pres ence of the Gen eral Con fer-
ence, wepresentthiscertifi cateof appreci a
tiontoKathrynK. Bannisterinrecogni tion
of herexceptional leader shipinecumeni cal
arenasand her out standingser viceasapres
i dent of theWorld Council of Churches.We
cel ebrate all she has done to pro mote the
unity for which Christ prayedin John 17:21.
Given this tenth day of May in the year of
2000 in Cleve land, Ohio. Bishop Wil liam
B. Oden, President, Council of Bishops;
Bishop Wil liam Boyd Grove, Ecumeni ca
Of fi cer, Council of Bishops, Bishop Al bert
Fredrick Mutti, Kansas Episcopal Area.”
(Applause)

KATHRYN K. BAN NISTER: My deep-
est thanksto you, the Gen eral Con fer ence
andtheCouncil of Bishops, tomy family in
the General Commission on Christian
Unity and Inter-reli gious Con cerns, and so
many who have been men tors. It is one of
my deepest privilegesinlifetobeabletobe
your ecumenical servant in the World
Council of Churches. Itisalsoagreat privi-
legeto re side in themighty state of Kan sas
(laughter and ap plause) and to serve as a
pastor inthischurchthat | love. | am some-
times asked how it isthat | bring to gether
these two parts of my vo cation, and some
people say, “Well, you must be schizo-
phrenic to be ableto be both apastor in the
local setting in the middle of the United
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States and some one who servesin the ec -
meni cal movement.” But | would say, that
for me, they are two parts of a whole and
that those things must be kept to gether; so
that webecomeecumeni cal inall thatwedo
inour lo cal place; and in what we do asa
church out in the world. | thank you and
pray God' sblessing upon you. (Applause)

BISHOP GROVE: Bishop Craig, that
concludes the ecumenica celebration for
to day, and were turn the house to you.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much,
Bishop Grove, for thiswon der ful reminder
of our extended family. | want to—to do
one other thing in terms of that extended
family. Bishop Irons? Bishop Irons is the
presi dent of theNorth Amer i can section of
the World Methodist Coun cil, and if that
per son Joe Hale is here we would like to
honor himto day. Bishop Irons.

Dr. Joe Hale Honored for Work
WithWorldMethodist Council

BISHOP NEIL IRONS (Harrisburg
Area): Thank you, Bishop Craig. Ecumeni-
cal lead ers, bishops, del egates, and friends
of thisGen eral Con fer ence. We have had
with us, and | hope heisstill here, afriend,
not only of The United Meth od ist Church,
but of Meth od istsaround theworld. Aswe
make the turn into the next millennium,
there are some 70 million members and
friends of theMeth od ist Wesley family in
this world. The one who provideslead er-
shipandholdsustogetheristhegeneral sec
retary of theWorldMethodist Council, Dr.
Joe Hale. And if Dr. Hale is here, | would
like to ask him to please rise that we might
greet him.

BISHOP CRAIG: Dr. Hale. Can we find
him?He' sout greeting hisfriends. Let’slet
therecord—

BISHOP IRONS: I, | will be glad to ex-
tend your appreciation to him. I'm sorry
that we' ve missed him.

(Applause)

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much.
Now I’ dliketorec og nizeHee-Soo Jungfor
amo ment of priv i lege. Hee-Soo Jung, are
you ready? Yes. Mike 4 please. Mike 4
plesse.

HEE-SOO JUNG (Wisconsin): Thank
you, Bishop. I’ dliketo ask the bishoptoin
vite Yu-Sik Lee from Korean Methodist
Church, council presi dent, ishereduetode
lay toarriving here. Sowouldyouwel come
him? And then | will move onto thiscall to

prayer.

BISHOP CRAIG: Is he here? OK. There
heis. Come, come for ward and let us greet
you, Bishop.

(Applause)

Bishop Yu-Sk Leeof Korean Meth odist
ChurchIntroduced and Of fersPrayer

JUNG: Bishop Craig and mem bersof de-
e gate, Bishop Yu-Sik Lee and three del e
gates from the Korean Methodist Church
are here and plead to us and our fel low Ko-
rean-American delegates to call attention
for the des per ate need of our prayer to the
healing and reconciliation of the Korean
Peninsula; suchasadhistory of di vi sionand
total separationover fifty years. Peace, jus
tice, and reuni fi cation between North and
SouthKoreaaretragi cally over due. Many
K orean Christiancommuni tiesthroughout
the world cryout for God's grace for in ter-
ventionfor reuni fi cation. Today wehearthe
hopeful signand good newsthat presi dents
of North and South Ko rean agreed to come
together soonandembracepoliti cal healing
andreconcil i ation, andaf ter fifty yearswith
her war and confrontations. Bishop, we
thank our churches for prayer and the pas-
sion ate emer gency drivethrough UMCOR,
throughthe UM COR, for theNorth Korean
hun ger drive. Bishop, if you per mit mejust
to pray for our bishopfor thismat ter, weare
happy to present that.

BISHOP CRAIG: Sure. | feel con fi dent
that the housewould wel comethismo ment
of prayer inturnsto our col leaguefor lead-
er ship. Thank you.

JUNG: Thank you.

BISHOP YU-SIK LEE: (The Korean
Methodist Church, Interpreted From Ko-
rean)

So good to see you, the mem bers of this
General Conference United Methodist
Church. May God's grace be with you. |
bringgreetingsfromtheKoreanMethodist
Church, oneandonehalf mil lionMethodist
Christians. | a waysthink of Amer icafirst
with a grate ful heart. We are grate ful that
you sent the first missionary to Koreato
bring thegospel totheKorean people. And
also that you helped us dur ing the Ko rean
conflicttomaintainfreedomontheKorean
Peninsula; and we are grateful for that.
Now, we hope that the United States of
America will not only lead the world
through eco nomic and mil i tary power but
through aspir i tual and Christian faith. The
only place on the map of the world that still
hasacoldwar, adi vidednation,isKorea. In
Juneof thisyear the presi dent of SouthKo-
reaKim Dae-jung and Kim Jong-II of North
Koreawill meet. Weask you to pray for that

event. (I also ask your prayers for Bishop
Kimwhoistranslatingfor meright now—)

(Laughter)

| ask your prayers for the many Ko-
rean-Ameri canUnitedMethodist churches
inthiscountry.

I'll of fer prayer for this. Let us pray to-
gether; Dear God, we are so grate ful. May
thegraceof God and blessing beabounding
inthisplace. May ev ery member of General
Con fer ence be filled with the Holy Spirit;
and ev ery day may the churchinthe United
States be growing, and advancing, and
work ing for thewholeworld and dedi cated
to the preaching of the gos pel. And aso,
bring your peaceto the Ko rean Penin sula
We pray also for the meet ing of two heads
of state. May that event beun der your grace.
InJesus name. Amen.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much.
Now, the chair is going to suggest that
we' ve had thiswon der ful time of cel ebra-
tion. It's great chair ing this kind of event.
I’dlikejust todeclarethemorningover and
say I’ ve done my bit, and we' ve had awon-
derful time. It's the chair’s judg ment that
we would do well to take our break now so
that when we re turn we can turn our at ten-
tiontocal endaritems. Soif youwill beback
at 10:20, wewill start an other kind of work.
Thank youfor your at tention.

(Music)

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, friends, let's
start back to ward our seatsif you will.

(Music)

BISHOP CRAIG: Friends let us cometo
or der. It's easy to keep empty chairsin or-
der, (laughter) but thechair would prefer to
see peo ple in those empty chairs. If you'll
come and find your seats quickly please.
Thank you. Guess what! we're behind.
(Laughter) Newsflash! Whom so ever, it's
your choice how far be hind you want to be.
Soyou canwalk itasslowly or asquickly as
you wish. I'm only here ‘til noon and then
somebody else gets it. Laughter) That's
what’s nice about General Conference as
op posed to An nual Con fer ence. All right,
here co mes a bishop run ning up the aisle.
Go, Janice! (Laughter) All right friends, |
am pleased to call us back to or der. | am
Judy Craig, of the West Ohio Con fer ence,
Ohio West Area. Hush down there now.
(Applause) They’reonly clap ping because
I’m gonna retire in 112 days. (Laughter)
AndI’'m gonnabe ably kept in or der by my
colleagues Sharon Zimmerman Rader,
from Wiscon sin, and Joe Y eskel whoisre-
tired. Nothing retiring about him. So
they’regoingtohelpusall. But most of all,
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you'regoingtohelpandwe' regoingtostart
now with the Agenda Com mit tee. IsMary
Alice here? There she is, wishing she'd
been here an hour ago. Thank you. Wel -
come.

MARY AL ICE MASSEY (Florida): It's
good to beright on time. Thismorning the
agenda is found on the front page of your
DCA. And of course with the exceptions
that we are be hind sched ule, as all of you
recognize, | liftthefol lowingthingstoyou.
All resolutions that have come across the
chair of the AgendaCom mit tee’ sdesk will
be printed in the DCA. Thefol low ing com-
mit tees will meet at lunch time: Faith and
Or der; Global Ministries; Gen eral and Ju-
risdictional; Conferences. With those ex -
ceptions, | movetheadop tion of theagenda
for the day.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, you see the
agendathat we' veal ready muti lated before
you today. If you will affirm this as the
agendain spite of us, pleasevoteyes, if not,
voteno. Pleasevotewhenthelight ap pears.
[Yes, 479; No, 9] Now look at that. You're
affirming your selves nicely. All right, we
have an agenda. Now, |et’ sturn to the Con-
sentCal endar.

Just amo ment, let’ s get the Con sent Cal-
endar infront of us please.

Consent Cal endarsA04, BO4, and C04
Approved

FITZGERALD REIST (Coordinator of
the Cal endar): Good morning. Pleaseturn
inyour DCAfor Tuesday, May 9, 2000, vol-
ume4, no. 7,to p.2036. Thefourth Con sent
Cal endar beginsthere. (Pause)

BISHOP CRAIG: | think they’ve got it.

REIST: On p.2036 Consent Calendar
A04 begins with Calendar Item 649. On
p.2037 Calendar Item 665 has been re-
moved at the request of delegates. On
p.2038 Calendar Item 671 has been re-
moved at therequest of del egates.

MASSEY: | move the ap proval of Con-
sent Calendar A04 with the exceptions
noted.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, we have A04
beforeuswiththeex ceptionsnoted. Please
votewhenthelight ap pears. [ Yes, 599; No,
6] We have approved Consent Calendar
AO04.

REIST: On p.2048 Consent Calendar
B04 begins with Calendar Item 760. On
p.2056 Calendar Item 804 has been re-
moved at the request of delegates. On
p.2059 Calendar Item 836 has been re-
moved at the request of delegates. On
p.2060 Calendar Item 838 has been re-
moved at the request of delegates. On p.

2061 Cal endar Item 846 hasbeen removed
at therequest of del egates.

MASSEY: | move the ap proval of Con-
sent Calendar BO4 with the exceptions
noted.

BISHOP CRAIG: Wehave B04 Con sent
Calendar before us with the exceptions.
Please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
679; No, 11] Thank you, it is adopted.

REIST: Onpage2062, Consent Cal endar
C04 be ginswith Cal endar Item 851. On p.
2063, Cal endar Item 857 hasbeen removed
at therequest of del egates. Onp. 2068, Ca-
en dar Item 916 has been re moved at there
quest of del egates. Onp. 2074, Cal endar
Items 987 and 991 havebeenremoved at the
request of del egates. Onp. 2079, Cal endar
Item 1042 has been re moved at there quest
of del egates. There’ sonemore. Onp. 2081,
Cal en dar Item 1064 has been re moved at
therequest of del egates.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right.

MASSEY: | move the approva of the
Consent Cal endar CO4withtheex ceptions
noted.

BISHOPCRAIG: Consent Cal endar CO4
as—ap proved, as amended, is be fore you.
Please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
766; No, 19] Itisadopted. Hold please, he's
not quite through. Just a moment please.
Just go ahead. I sthisabout the Con sent Cal
en dar? Please cometo mike 8.

KEVIN G. GOODWIN (Peninsula-Del a
ware): On p. 2161 of the DCA of to day, it
lists that 793 was pulled at the re quest of
delegates, including myself, and was not
men tioned thismorning. Isthat not nec es
sary?

BISHOP CRAIG: Let us check.

REIST: Page num ber again, please.

GOODWIN: Ontoday’sDCA, it'slisted
under“removedfromconsentcal endar,” p.
2161, no. 793.

BISHOPCRAIG: Intoday’s?

GOODWIN: But it was on yesterday’s
cal endar, sir. It'slisting the onesthat were
pulledfromyester day’ scal endar sol would
thought, the gentleman would have men-
tioned it to day be causethe other oneswere
men tioned 665, 671, 804, etc., etc.

BISHOP CRAIG: He's looking. Thank
you. Wewant to be ac cu rate. Thank you.

REIST: | must apologize. I've made an
error.

CRAIG: No!
(Laughter)

REIST: Well, well, peo plewill doalot to
keep me quiet.
BISHOP CRAIG: Grace abounds.

(Laughter)

REIST: Cdl en dar Item 793 should have
beenlisted asremoved at therequest of del-
egates.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you, it will be.
REIST: Thank you, Bishop.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much.
All right.

Confer enceApprovesConsent Cal endar
Limitsat TenNamesImmedi ately

REIST: | must of fer my apol o giesto the
Genera Conferenceforanothererrorwhich
I made last evening. | misunderstoodthe
motionregardingtheConsent Cal endar and
di rected that the Con sent Cal en dar, which
appears in today’s DCA beginning on p.
2133, includethoseitemsinwhich no more
than ten voteswere cast against the pre vail-
ingposi tion. Consequently, thereareitems
on the Con sent Cal en dar which do not be-
long there. If you so desire, | can preparea
list of thoseitemsand an nounceit later this
morning, or per hapsthe body would choose
tosuspendtherulesand pro ceedwiththere
port as printed.

BISHOP CRAIG: Do you understand
what he' ssay ing—

MASSEY: Bishop Craig?

BISHOP CRAIG: —other than the fact
they he goofed? Y es?

MASSEY : | moveto suspend therulesso
that beginning immediately al calendar
items with ten or fewer votes op posed, as

reported out of commit tee, beplacedonthe
ConsentCal endar.

BISHOPCRAIG: All right. Wehave sup-
portforamotionto suspendtherulessothat
we can al ter how we get items on the Con-
sent Cal en dar. Thefirst vote we need isto
suspendtherules, requirestwo-third. If you
will sus pend the rules, will you vote now?
Well, whether you will or not, vote now.
[Yes, 752; No, 76] All right. Y ou suspended
the rules. Now the mo tion isthat any thing
with—just say themotion for usagain now.
We're go ing to change the rules now that
we' vesuspended them.

MASSEY: Thatbeginningimmedi ately,
al cal en dar items with ten or fewer votes
op posed, asre ported out of com mit tee, be
placed ontheConsent Cal endar.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right. That's the
motionbeforeyouimmedi ately. Any thing
with ten or fewer op posing votesis on the
ConsentCal endar. Y es.Righthere, mike1.

EWING WERLEIN (Texas): Could | re-
quest that thechair of thecommitteegiveus
thosenum bersof thepeti tionsaf fected, be
cause we have not had op por tu nity, if this
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ruleissuspended, toexamineitsef fect. And
itwouldbehelpful,itseems, toall del egates
to know which oneswe'retalk ing about in
the, the event the del e gates would want to
assemble the required ten persons to re-
movefromthe Consent Cal endar.

REIST: If | could have ap prox i mately an
hour to do that.

BISHOPCRAIG: Wouldthat besatisfac
tory, sir?'Y ou say, no? Wewould not be act-
ing on that Con sent Cal endar at that hour
anyway.

WERLEIN: Oh, yes, cer tainly. It seems
to methat should be ac cept able.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much.
We still need to, to vote on plac ing items
withten or fewer onthe Con sent Cal endar.
Please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
773; No, 58] You've done that quite well,
thank you very much. | keep for get ting to
look.

BISHOP CRAIG: We're going to turn
now to Faith and Or der and Bob Hayes. Do
you know that these com mit tee chairs get
up every morning and get over here for
break fastat 7 0’ clock? And | went therethis
morn ing, and | tell you: They have break-
fast!

(Laughter)

| haven'tbeenhav ing break fast; itwasre
aly kind of nice. They're working very
hard. Thank you.

HAYES: Thank you, Bishop.

BISHOP CRAIG: Yes, one of the cards
back here. Come to mike 5. Stay steady,
Bob. We'll seewhat thisis.

Confer encePrays
for ArrestedDemonstrators

TIM JONES-YELVINGTON (New
York): | would liketo ask for the prayers of
the body on the mat ter: We ex pressour ap-
preci ationfor thesev eral hundred pastors,
lay per sonsandbishops, family andfriends
whowerear restedinobedi encetotheir cor
science and faith in Christ. And we ac-
knowl! edgethat wearenot all in agreement
with their stand, but we re spect their con-
viction and lift themin prayer.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, thisisare-
minder that some acts of con science have
been oc cur ring out side of our, our hall this
morn ing and some of our broth ersand sis-
ters have placed themselves under—in a
posi tiontobear rested. Andtheir requestis
that we not for get that but keep themin our
consciousness. Thechairwouldinviteusto
atimeof si lent medi tationand thought, for
each of us knows that God looks into our
heartsand knowsour anx i etiesand our con

cernsand our convictions. Let uscall these
broth ersand sistersto mind.

God have mercy. Christ have mercy. God
have mercy. Amen. All right, Bob. Thank
you.

HAYES: Thank you, Bishop, and mem-
bers of the Genera Conference. I'm the
chair of that com mit tee, and I’m here with
Scott Jones, the vice-chair, and I'm very
pleased to in tro duce to most of you to day
ourvery capablesecretary, Mary Elizabeth
Moore. Shewill bere porting to night with
us, so | wanted toin tro duce her to you this
morn ing and let you know who she is, so
when you see her tonight. We will begin
whereweleft off last night, on p. 1908 of the
of the AdvanceDCA.Page 1908, Cal endar
Item 31351 found on p. 507 in theAdvance
DCA. Itissup port sectionon“MediaVi o-
lence and Christian Values.” And it isrec
ommended by thecom mit teecon cur rence
withanamend ment. And thisamend mentis
toap pear at theend of 166p whereby weirn-
ject three sub-paragraphstherethat call for
encouraging local congregations to work
with and support parental responsibilities
andindividualstoex pressopposi tiontothe
violence that is on our media and televi-
sions,andalsoencour ageindi vidualstoex
press their opposition to corporate
spon sors. As| said, the com mit teerec om:
mendscon cur rencewiththispeti tion.

BISHOP CRAIG: Very well. We're on
Cal endar Item 315, p. 1908, with arec om
mendation of concurrence as amended.
Please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
899; No, 18] It is adopted.

Inher ent Valueof Non-human Creation
IsRecognized

HAYES: If you would look at the next
page, 1909, at the very top lefthand cor ner
of that page, you will seePeti tion31717. It
isCa endar Item 320. Itisfound on p. 1279
of theAdvanceDCA, 1279, anditistherec
ognition of the inherent value of non-hu-
man creation. Thecommitteerecommends
concur rence, and thestrength of thispar tic
ular peti tionisthat thefirst sentenceun der
“Energy ResourcesUti li zation” will af firm
thein her ent val ue of non-hu man creation,
suchasminnows, etc. Werecommend con
cur rencewiththispetition.

BISHOP CRAIG: Cal endar Item320is
beforeyouwitharec om mendation of con
currence. Please vote when the light ap-
pears. [ Yes, 847; No, 55] You have agreed
withthecommit tee. Next?

HAY ES: The peti tion below that wasto
be dealt with to day, but un der the new mo-
tionandrules, if we haveto comeback with
that, we will. But lacking the necessary

votes, we will re move that to the Con sent
Caendar.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, thank you.
Scott?

Disabil ity RightsAddressed

SCOTT J. JONES (North Texas): Bishop,
I would call thebody’ sat tentiontop. 1990.
That's 1-9-9-0. The Cal en dar Item 609. It
refers to Petition 1270—1288. I'm sorry.
ThePeti tionis31918, onp. 1288. The peti-
tionisdeal ing with Paragraph 1004 in The
Book of Discipline. This is the paragraph
about the responsibilities of the General
Board of Churchand Soci ety. Thepeti tion
asks that we add the words disabil ityrights
tothefirst sentenceinthisparagraph about
theprimerespon s bil ity of the board. The
committee’'s recommendation is noncon
cur rence, becausetheparagraph, asitreads
d ready, saysthat the board and its ex ec u-
tives shall provide forthright witness and
actions on, action on issues of human
well-being, justice, peace, andtheintegrity
of creation. Itisthecommittee' sjudgement
that disabil ity rightsareal ready includedin
this, and that the Gen eral Board of Church
and Soci ety isdoingagood job of ad dress
ingtheseissues. Sowerecommendnoncon
cur rence, Bishop.

BISHOP CRAIG: Very well. Caendar
Item 609, on p. 1990 before you with arec-
ommendation of nonconcurrence. Back
there? Go to mike 7, please.

KENNETH M. SCHROEDER (Bd ti-
more-Washington): Bishop, I'm spesking
againg the committee’s recomm endation
about dis abil ity. We need to add it. It' svery,
very important that Church and Society be
aware of this, this prob lem. It's about hu man
beings. Disabil ity rightsneedsto bepresented
asof tenasposd ble. It saveryimportantissue.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, thank you
very much. There's a speech against non-
con cur rence. Isthere some onewho wishes
to sup port non con cur rence? Doyou havea
fi nal word?

JONES: Our com mitteeisstrongly infa
vor of our church ad dressingissuesof jus
ticeand especially disabil ity rights. | think
the sense of thecom mit teewasthat adding
wordsto theDisciplineisnot necessary. We
wereinfavor of simplicity andclarity, and
sothat wasthereason for our deci sion.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, Calendar
Item 609 isbeforeyouwiththerec ommen
dation of nonconcurrence. Please vote
whenthelight ap pears. [ Yes, 680; No, 253]
Y ou havesustained thecommit tee.

JONES: Bishop, that endswhat Faith and
Or der hasto dedl with for the mo ment.
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BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you, we'll see
you an other time |’ m sure.

(Laughter)
Some other for tu nate bishop.
(Laughter)

Let's—hey, youtakeev erylittlece ebra
tion, you know.

(Laughter)

Let's turn to Confer enceswith Charles
Courtoy. Confer ences, areyou ready?

CHARLES W. COURTOQY (Florida):
Bishop, weneedyoutogiveussomeclari fi-
cation. We're confused about whether
itemsprevi ousto day that had lessthan ten
votes are to be re moved and not de bated or
whether not they’ re not to be pre sented to-
day. We, wedon’ t know whether itimmedi-
ately meant beginning with the Consent
Calendar today, or did it mean calendar
itemsprevi oustotoday?

BISHOP CRAIG: Mary Alice? She's
think ing as she co mesto the mike 2.

MASSEY: No,actualyI’'mchewing.
(Laughter)

BISHOP CRAIG: Sometimes | do that
when | think.

(Laughter—Applause)
Please share.
(Laughter)
MASSEY': | ate the last piece, Bishop.
(Laughter)

I, that wasan en abling motion from Gere
Reist. And| took it to mean that it meant im-
medi ately. Today—

BISHOPCRAIG: Ev ery thing.
MASSEY : —right now; ev ery thing.

BISHOP CRAIG: Isthereany ob jection
from the house to inter pret it that way? |
think the houseis ready to read it that way.
Does that help you?

COURTOY: Wdl | think so, if I’ veheard
cor rectly now, thoseitemslessthanten, we
donot present. Cor rect?

BISHOP CRAIG: Cor rect.
COURTOQY : Okay, thank you.

BISHOP CRAIG: Got any thing to pres-
ent?

COURTQY: Oh, yes.
(Laughter)

Y ou werewishing not, huh?

(Laughter)

Webeginwith acou ple of peti tionsthat
our vice-chair, Donde Ashmos, will present
tothe, Bishop, tothecon fer ence.

OpenMeeting RulesConsidered

DONDE P. ASHMOS (Southwest
Texas): Bishop, members of the confer
ence, | di rectyour attentiontop. 2088inthe
DCA. Cd endar Item 1151, Cal endar Item
1151, Peti tion 30475. Thefull text could be
found on p. 176 of the AdvanceDCA. This
petition concerns having all meetings of
boards, agen cies, commissions, etc., of the
annual confer enceopen, asopenmeetings,
with pro vi sionsfor timeswhen it needsto
be closed. The committee recommends
concurrence. Therational eisthislanguage
isvery simi lar tolan guage cov ered in the
sec tion of the Discipline on Gen eral Con-
fer ence. Thisjust speci fiesit to thean nual
conference.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much.
Calendar Item 1151 on p. 2088. Recom
mendation of concurrence. Please vote
when thelight ap pears.[ Yes, 785; No, 132]
Thank you. Y ou sustained thecommit tee.

ASHMOS: The next item is found on p.
2089, Cal endar Item 1155. It sdown at the
very bot tom of the page on the left-hand
side. Peti tion 31513. The full text can be
found on p. 169 of the AdvanceDCA. This
petition recommends that changes in
church laws should take ef fect as soon as
possi ble. Our committeerecommendsnon
con cur rence. Therationalefor our rec om:
men dation isthat thiswould cre ate much
confusion, implementing changes before
even the first, the next, new Discipline is
published.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, this item is
beforeus, 1155. Cal endar Item 1155, recom
mendation nonconcurrence. Please vote
when the light ap pears. [ Yes, 890; No, 42]
Y ou’ vesustainedthecommittee. Thank you.

Full, Unlimited Laity Voting Rights
DeniedtoCentral Confer ences

ASHMOS: Thelastitem | present to you
isfound on p. 2090, Cal endar Item 1157. It
isPeti tion 31045. Thefull text can befound
onp. 163 of theAdvanceDCA. Thisisarec
ommendationthatjurisdictiona andcentral
conferences may give lay members full
voteonev ery thing. Thecommit teerecom
mends concurrence with the following
amendment. We recommend deleting the
words jurisdictional and, so that it would
just read, it would be gin with central con
ferences Thecommitteerecommendscon
cur renceandtheratio nalewasthat weneed
todoasmuchaspossi bletolet central cort

fer enceshavetheflexi bil ity they needtodo
things in ways that work for them.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, Caendar
Item 1157 before you with therec om men-
dationof concur rence. Pleasevotewhenthe
light ap pears. Ex cuseme?1’ msorry, ex cuse
me, yes. Mike 3. Par don me?Y ou' reon my
blind side.

PATRICK  STRIEFF (Switzerland-
France): | comefromacentral confer ence,
and | think that thereareal ready inthe Con-
sti tu tion someitemswhere central confer-
enceshave special rightsand pow ers. But |
think itisadif fi cultthingtoactin other con-
gtitutional paragraphs such as splits be-
tween  jurisdictional and  central
conferences, because the Constitution is
something we should have in common.
And, therefore, | speak against this amend-
ment.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, there's a
speech against thiscal en dar item. | see no
oneelsewishingto speak beforel respond.
Way intheback, way inthe back, two hands
up. Yes, cometoMike8. Areyou speak ing
forthecommitteerecommendation?

KARSTEN W. MOHR (Germany
North): This mo tion co mes from our con-
fer ence, anditisrooted inthe good ex peri-
ence of fair and faithful partnership in
missionandtoministry betweenclergy and
laity throughout many years. And also in
the good com mu nity inthat it dispassion’s
betweenlaity and clergy inall mat terscor+
cerningor di nation, char acter, and confer-
ence relations of clergy. Therefore, we
think itistimethat thelaity cannotonly dis
cuss these matters, but also to extendthe
rightstothelaity sothat they havefull right
tovoteonall thesemat tersin cluding those
concerningor di nation, char acter, and con
fer encerelations. Andasyouhaveseen, we
do not urge this for the whole church, we
justwantalittlemorefreedomandflexi bil-
ity to do it in those central conferences
which want to do it. And | ask the con fer-
enceto open thisdoor for doing thework in
the way in our coun try which we think is
most help ful for us. Thank you.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much.
Thisis speech for the com mit tee’ srec om-
mendation. Y es, mike4?

CHARLES D. (DENNY) WHITE, JR.
(Western North Carolina): Thank you,
Bishop Craig. Wouldtheof fi cersof theleg-
islativecommitteebesokindastoinform
us: Doesthis, istheintent of this, thedoing
of this, also in clude the right of lay mem-
bersof thecentral confer ence, an nua con-
fer encesto elect theclergy del egatestothe
Genera Conferenceandthecentral confer
ences?
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ASHMOS: Our under standingwasno.

WHITE: Well, Bishop, not, not to be ar-
guing the case, but | would ar gue for the
sake of there cord that thewordsfull unlim-
ited right to voteincludesev ery thing. And
1131 of the Con sti tu tion, if one had it open
beforeone, includesthesentenceabout lay
mem bers not vot ing for clergy, and clergy
not voting for laity. But full unlimited
strikes me as meaning what it says. And
there fore, | would urge the body to de feat
thispar tic ular amend ment to the Con sti tu-
tion.

BISHOP CRAIG: | thank you, that's a
speech againgt, is someone speaking for?
Speaking for? For? Speaking for? Cometo
mike 2 please. Come to mike 4 please.

TSHIBANG  KASAP  (Northwest
Katanga): (speaksin French)

BISHOP CRAIG: This has to have a
translation, please.

KASAP: Inour country there are cer tain
meet ingsin which lay peo ple can not take
part. Wehave, forexample, theministerial
conference where the lay people cannot
takepart. I think thispeti tionwaspresented
inaparticular contextanditcan’tbeapplied
toall Central Confer ences. Thank you

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much.
Itisaspeech againgt. Yes, card in the mid-
dle. Pink card there in the mid dle. Mike 4
please.

TOM GARNHART (Wisconsin): | think
this is a related point of order but maybe
thereisan ex planation. It ap pearsthat we
are attaching this action to paragraph 32
which is a paragraphin section 6 deal ing
withannual confer ences, whereassection5
preceding it deals with Centra Confer
ences. Andisthisnot related to the Central
Confer ences? And doesit not thereforebe-
long in that part of the Discipline?

BISHOP CRAIG: Canyou help us, com-
mittee?

ASHMOS: Our view of it waswerec om-
mended placing it where the petitioner
asked for it. So | guess our an swerisnoon
that.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right we have this
beforeus. Fur ther questions?Yes, yel low
card straight back in the middle. Mike 6
please.

NANCY DUEL (Northernlllinois):I'd
like to speak in favor of the petition, be-
cause it is permissive. Thoseconfer ences
that do not want to do that, do not have to,
but it al lowsthose con fer ences that would
like to, have per missionto do so. And also
the concern that was expressed before
whether thiswould give the per mission for
laity tovotefor clergy and clergy to votefor

laity in elections to this Generd
Con fer ence, again | think it is up to those
conferences to decide. But | think that
maybe we should all be mov ing in that di-
rection. Don’t wein ter act with each other
and all have opinionsof who wewould like
toelect? think thisisahead of our think ing,
wherewedo separatevoting by or ders.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you. We are
coming closetotheend our abil ity to speak.
Thechair can enter tain aspeechfor themo-
tion. That isall that can be en ter tained. All
right any last word.

ASHMOS: At this point we would just
liketo let the body de cide.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right. Just a mo-
ment please.

All right thank you. That iswhy you have
good col leaguesbehind you. Let usremind
youthat thisisacon sti tutional amend ment
and will re quire two thirds. The com mit-
tee’ srecommendationisconcur rence. We
areat theend of speeches. Isthisaquestion?
Mike7iscloser toyouor 4, whichever way
you want to go. Cometo 4 please. Ac cord-
ing to our rules we are ready to vote.

DONALD FADO (Cdlifornia-Nevada):
Simply aquestion. Under our consti tution
now, if | readit cor rectly, onpage29, arti cle
4 under Central Conferences, it says “to
make such rulesand reg ulationsfor thead
ministrationof thework withintheir bound
aries, including such changes and
adaptations of the general Discipline as
conditions in the respective areas my re-
quire, sub ject to the pow ersthat shall have
beenor vestedinthe General Confer ence.”
| have here the Book of Disci pline of the Af-
ricanCentral Confer ence, if youwill notice
it is much smaller than ours, which might
have ames sageto us, but it also, | noticed,
hasadif fer ent procedurefor theelection of
bish ops, quiteafew dif fer ent rules. Do not
they now have the right to do what thisis
ask ing for and why have an amend ment to
our Consti tutiongothroughthisprocedure,
or do they not have that right?

ASHMOS: We are not clear on that.

BISHOP CRAIG: Let’s et the house de-
cide. It istime to vote. All right let us see
what the house wills and then we will see,
we may have apro cedureto help us. | am
sorry wearereally un der the or der to vote.
Isthat aquestion back there? We are out of
speechtime. Goto mike 7 and help thechair
know what you wish.

JAMES EHRMAN (East Ohio): It's an
an swer to the question that wasjust asked.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, Jim.

EHRMAN: The pro vi sions of 537.9 al-
low for Central Confer encestoal ter things

in the Discipline ex cept things that would
becontrary totheConsti tutionandgeneral
rulesof The United Meth od ist Church.

That’swhy the need for the amend ment,
asjust op posedto just agen eral rule.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you. All right
weareready tovote. Therecommendation
is concurrence, requires 2/3. Please vote
whenthelight ap pears. [ Yes, 461; No, 468]
The motion fails. The petition is not
enough. All right.

[unintelligible] when you're looking at
the Bookof Disci pline asit’ s printed, let us
remember that therearesomeconsti tutional
amendments that were passed and have
someef fect onthe Consti tutionincluding
someof thismat ter, webelieve, that will not
appear inthecur rent printedDiscipline. Be-
cause the Book of Discipline was printed
and then an er rata sheet sent so we may be
working off of dated material. Neverthe
less, the house has spo keniit’ swill.

For mulafor Appor tioning
General Confer enceDel egatesDebated

COURTOQY: Areyou ready bishop? This
istheMajority Report. ThereisaMi nor ity
Report, that you will find on p. 2088 of your
DCA,; p.2088. ItisCal endar Item 1147, itis
Peti tion 30120; it isfound in the Advance
DCA on p.168. It isenti tled, “ Change the
number formula for General Conference
del egatestorestorefair nessand bal ance.”
Thecommitteemovesconcur rence. Thera
tional isthecur rentfor mula, whichisfound
in paragraph 502 of the Discipline, was
adoptedin 1968, and was asfair asthe Gen-
eral Con fer ence of that day could makeit.
This, now, isanout dated for muladuetothe
fact that much has changed since 1968, both
within the United States and within the Cen-
tral Conferences where explosive growth
hasoccurred. Thislegislation, presentedby
thecommittee, will up datethefor mulaand
bring fair rep re sen tation to the 2004 Gen-
eral Confer enceand for ward. Thefor mula
innoway changesour Con sti tution, which
guarantees every conference, no matter
how small, onelay and one clergy mem ber.
Nei ther doesthefor mula, asrecommended,
change the fact that every annual confer-
ence delegation will be comprised of
one-half lay del e gates and one-half clergy
del egates. Thecommitteebelievesthepro-
posedfor mulawill rectify someof theworst
disparities. For example, wehaveherenow
oneconfer encewith 100,000 mem bersand
another confer encewith 300,000 members
who have the same number of delegates,
namely 16. Thecommitteebelievesthat the
proposedfor mulawill pro ducethemost et
uitable system The United Methodist
Church has ever had.
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VANCE SUMMERS (West Ohio):
Bishop, point of or der.

BISHOP CRAIG: Please cometo amike.
Mike 4.

SUM MERS: | think that the rule of Gen-
eral Confer enceisthat thechair per sonwill
giveasuccinct, non-ar gumentativeex pla
nation.

(Applause)

BISHOP CRAIG: All right friends, we
don’t need to vote with our hands, we vote
with our but tons, onthetable. (Laughter) |
think thewordiswell heard. Thank you. All
right, now we have an amendment here,
right?

COURTOY : ThereisaMi nority Report.

BISHOP CRAIG: It is before us, as
printed.

SUM MERS: Thisisbeforeusasprinted.

BISHOP CRAIG: Ca endar Item 1147. It
isbeforeuswitharecom mendationof con
currence.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Bishop,
there’ s(unintel li gi ble) behindyou.

SUM MERS: ThereisaMi nority Report.

BISHOP CRAIG: Oh, there' saMi nor ity
Report. Come, please, let’ shear theMi nor-
ity Report.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Would
youex plaintheprocedure-mi nority, major
ity?

BISHOPCRAIG: Let’ shear themi nor ity
report thenwewill talk about pro cedure.

Mi nor ity ReportonDel egate
Appor tionmentIsDelivered

ROB ERT SWEET (New Eng land): Mi-
nor ity Reportisright therewiththeMayjor-
ity Re port on p. 2088, no. 1187. Mi nor ity
Re port isthat one clergy del e gate for the
first 209,000 membersof theannual confer-
ence, and 1 clergy delegate for an addr
tional, I'm sorry—yeah, that’s right. One
clergy delegate for the first 140 clergy
mem bersof theannual confer enceand one
clergy del egatefor each, | think I’ vegot that
wrong the second time, excuse me. One
clergy del egatefor thefirst 209 mem bers,
clergy mem bers, of thean nual confer ence
and oneclergy del egatefor each ad di tional
209 clergy mem bersof, or major faction
thereof, and b) one clergy del e gate for the
first 41,800 mem bers of lo cal churches of
theannual confer ence,andoneclergy del e
gate for each of the 41,800 local church
mem bersor factionthereof.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, the chair sees
thisasan amend ment to the pro posal; isgo-
ing to receive this Minority Report as
amend ment, and theamend ment asyou see

it printed un der Cal en dar Item 1147 isbe
foreyoufor discussion.

SWEET: May | speak to it?
BISHOP CRAIG: Y ou may.

UMCRepresentation
ComparedtoOther Denomi nations

SWEET: Would you let the bud get alone
deter minethemissionand ministry of your
lo cal church? So we should not belook ing
at num bers alone when it co mesto rep re
sentation of del egatesat the Gen eral Con-
fer ence. ThiscomesinasaMi nor ity Report
be cause thetwo fig uresthat you' re giv ing
inthemajor ity andmi nor ity reportsspliton
a37-37 vote within the com mit tee. Theis
sue goes right straight to the heart of our
doc trine, our the ol ogy, our eccles- iology,
our pol ity asUnited Meth odists. It’ sabout
our identity of whoweareintheecumeni cal
family. We' renot RomanCatholic, withor
der from the top down. We are not or dered
by thelaity aloneasin the Con gre gational
and South ern Bap tist tradi tions. The buck
stops in the local church with the charge
pastor, not with the Board of Deacons. Our
clergy covenant is to be ordained to the
Ministry of Sacrament, Word and Order.
Our member shipasclergy isnotinthelocal
church but in the an nual con fer ence. Our
bishops have their membership in the
Council of Bishopsnotintheannual confer-
ence. Numbers. .. most of our pastorsinour
denomi nation, servemember shipchurches
of much smaller num bers. Our representa
tioninGeneral Confer enceshouldbedeter-
mined by where we are lo cated. One-half
where the clergy members are found,
one-half where thelay mem bersare found,;
3.3 per cent of our churchesin our denom -
nation have mem ber ship of 2000 or more,
but 53.7 per cent of us clergy, sit ting here
this morning, come from membership of
1000 or more churches, 67% of our
churches have less than 200 mem bers, but
only 5.3 percent clergy delegates voting
heretoday comefromthosecongregations.
Wedo much better with our laity rep re sen
tation al ready; 78 per cent of our churches
areunder 1000in mem ber ship, 67 per cent
of the lay delegates are from those
churches.

BISHOP CRAIG: You should be sum-
ming up Sir.

SWEET: In sum mary, | ask you to re-
mem ber who we are, We are unique in the
ecumeni cal family. Wearenotadenomi na
tion of churches of 1000-mem bersor more,
one-half of our churches are un der 500, we
are a church, in which we were so beau ti-
fully reminded inthelay ad dress, inwhich
we are in partnership with one another;

clergy andlaity together. | urgeyoutovote
fortheMi nor ity Report.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you. We have
be fore us the amend ment. | saw you back
therefirstontheaisle. Nosir, thecard onthe
aisle. Yes. Please mike 5. We have had one
speech for the amend ment. Are you speak-
ing against the amend ment?

Propor tional IssuelsaMat ter
of Equity of Annual Confer ences
toGeneral Confer ence

JAMES LOGAN (Virginia): Yes, I'm
speak inginop posi tionto theamend ment.
When | came to this General Conference
session, | knew very lit tle about the pro-
posal that is before us. When | cameto the
Committeeon Confer ences, | hadheard ar-
guments that followed the logic of pluses
and mi nuses and | was not im pressed with
that logic of ar guingintermsof plusesand
mi nusesreck oned on the basisof the sizes
of our member shipsor representationfrom
our an nual con fer encesand fromthejuris
dictions. What | discovered in exploring
fur ther onthispar ticular pro posal, thereis
indeed a much deeper issue. Particularly
those of us who come from the former
Methodisttradi tion, comefromatradi tion
where the representation in the General
Con fer ence has been heavily weighted on
the side of clergy, al the way from thetime
when we were an al-clergy Gen eral Con-
ference to the middle of the 19" century
when we be ganto havelimited lay rep re-
sentationintheGeneral Confer encetothe
turn of the cen tury when wefi nally got lay
womenrepresentationintheannual confer-
ence. We did have a for mulain 1968 that
did grant usadegreeof equity intherepre-
sentationof lay and clergy. Timehaspassed
usby onthat and we' renow at aplacewhere
there are some very serious problems in
termsof eq uity. Theissuethatisat heartin
this pro posal istheissueof , “To what ex-
tent do we grant eq uity of votein termsin
our annual confer encesreck oningthesize
of thedel egationsto the Gen eral Con fer-
ence? The proposa in the amendment
moves in the right direction, | think, be-
causethat pro posal isa50-50 pro posal. As
mem ber shipgrows, or thetrend asweseeit
now, that pro posal will soon be out of date.
Thepro posal of thecom mit teeswithwhich
the committee concurs is a proposa of
75-25. 75% based on lay mem ber ship and
25% on clergy.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right sir, you're
about out of time.
LOGAN: Thank you.

BISHOP CRAIG: Would you please re-
state your name and con fer encefor there-
cord.
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LOGAN: JamesLogan, Virginia,clergy.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much.
All right, right here. The chair man spoke,
now that is one speech against. The pre-
senter’s minority report speech does not
count asfor, sowehave one speech against.
Areyou for theamend ment?

TERRELL SESSUMS (Florida): Madam
Chair man, | realy just haveaquestion.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right sir. Your
name please.

Impact of Propor tional Change
Questioned

SESSUMS: | am Terrell Sessums from
theFloridadel egation, alay mem ber, and
Rev. Mr. Sweet might be ableto an swer it.
We' vehadthetext of theorigi nal resolution
that was sub mit ted by anum ber of confer-
encesandjurisdictionswell inadvanceand
| know some of the im pacts. But | don't
know, and have not had an op por tu nity to
do the math to know the im pact of yours.
Andmy questionspecifi calyisthis.Under
theorigi nal pro posal | know that, for in-
stance, the central conferences would re-
ceiveanaddi tional 150r 16 del egatestothe
next General Conference, half of whom
would be clergy, half laity be cause of the
growth in their membership. Under your
par ticular amend- ment, as| under standit,
thecentral con fer enceswould not re ceive
any additional representation. | sthat cor rect
andisthat equi table?

SWEET: Bishop, may | refer to Paul
Extrum-Fernandez who has done some
num ber punching onthat.

BISHOP CRAIG: If he's here. Mike 4,
Paul.

PAUL EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ (Ca
for niaNevada): Actually, that’s not quite
true. Therewouldbeactually someincrease
in central conference representation. It's
about 6 or 8, asl recal, it'snot the 15| be-
lievethat Terrell Sessumswastalk ing about
with the for mula that came out. Now, one
pointofinfor mation. Theonlyinfor mation
that came to our committee was the
375,000-26,000 mem ber fig ure. Therewas
noother supportinginfor mationintermsof
how that im pacted annual confer ences.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you. Does that
help? All right, we are on the amend ment.
We have had aspeech against. Do you wish
to speak for? The pink card, do you wish to
speak for? Please come to mike 6. It's for
theamend ment.

Porportional IssuelsaMat ter of Fair ness
to Small and Rural Churches

SUE MULLINS (lowa): Thank you
Bishop. Theti tleor subti tleontheinfor ma

tion which co mesto you from the com mit
teeasthey ask for con cur rencesaid that this
wouldrestorefair nessandbal ance. | would
call your attention to the figures that the
Rev. Dr. Sweet gave you early about the
disproportionate representation we pres-
ently have for those of us who live in the
vastrural ar easof thisnationand of others
and the ur ban ar eas. | speak asafarmer. |
speak asachurchwith 143 mem bers. There
are alot of churches like mine. | think it's
im por tant that whether welivein the pan-
han dleof Nebraskaor onthehome steads of
thear eas of the central con fer encesor the
plains of lowa, that we need to heed the
voices of the small heard in higher pro por-
tionthanwhat isal lowed presently or would
beal lowed un der thecom mit tee pro posal

thatisbeforeyou. Pleasesup port themi nor-
ityreportinbehalf of fair nesstoall brothers
and sisters. Thank you.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, thank you.
The chair would now entertain a speech
against the minority report. Are you
against? Mike 2 please.

DEBORAH MCLEOQOD (Florida): | think
thereal is sue here is about whether or not
wereally valueasharedministry withlaity.
Wetalk about how weasclergy valuelaity,
but our laity are severely underrepresented
in this cur rent for mula. The statisticsthat
Rev. Sweet gave you are cor rect that the
major ity of our UnitedMethodist Churches
are small membership churches, and the
majority of our United Methodist pastors
serve small mem ber ship churches. But ac
cording to Lyle Schaller, there's another
piece of information that's also included
that Rev. Sweet did not mentiontoyou. And
that isthat themajor ity of United Meth od-
istswor ship and aremem bersof largemem
ber ship churches. And they are the United
Methodists that are severely
underrepresentedinthecur rent for mulaand
would be even more so underrepresentedin
the amend ment. So | urgeyou to de feat the
amendment and to really recognize the
valueof shared ministry withlaity.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much.
We could now entertain a speech for the
amendment. We are on the amendment.
Way back there, that or ange card.

Mike 7. Isthisfor the amend ment?

Discernment Neededto Clar ify
Del egateAppor tionmentlssue

BERNARD (SKIP) KEELS (Bal ti
more-Washington): It seemstomeat atime
likethiswereally needto seek discernment.
Therearesomany in stancesof peo plepass
ing notesaround talk ing about the nu mer i
ca impli cationsof thisthat | won der if the
body’sre dly fully in formed, but | would

stateasafor mer su per inten dent that those
sisters and broth ersin small churches, by
the grace of God, are equal in the eyes of
God. Itisnot how bigthechurchis, it' show
big thefaith in the church and so many peo-
ple find that in this conference we argue
aboutnumeri cal superiorityandinferiority
when wereally ought to be ar guing about
what arewedoingfor Christ. Itisonly what
we do for Christ that will last, and | think
that whether it is asmall farmer in lowa or
an inner-city church in Baltimore with
small membership, those people need to
hear pro phetic words from this body, and
not aword that sayswewrestleagainst prir
ci pal i tiesand num bersand not that welive
in the body of Christ.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much.
Now let’sre mind uswhere we are. We are
onthemi nority report, Cal endar ltem1147.
There have been two speeches for and two
against. Down here. Mike 1, please.

KEITH WHITAKER (Texas): Theway |
read this it has nothing to do with large
churches or small mem ber ship churches. |
serveinasmall non-metropol i tanareaina
county that isfilled with small mem ber ship
churchesand | believevery strongly inthe
impor tanceof representingthosechurches.
| be lieve that what is be fore us has to do
withthetotal member shipof annual confer-
ences and has noth ing to do with whether
we'rein favor or op posed to small or large
membership churches. | would spesk
against the amend ment and in favor of the
committee.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you, the chair
can en ter tain aspeech for the amend ment,
right there, green. Num ber 4 please.

SUMMERS: There is no one vote/one
per son rep re sented here, asweknow. Rep-
resentationtoGeneral Confer enceisbased
onafor mulaand | would agreethat itisin-
ad equateat thistime. How ever, theamend-
ment that is before us to the committee's
report of fersthebest chancefor representa
tionof lay and clergy. AsDr. Sweet saidit’s
closer to a50/50 asit co mes from con fer-
encesthat rep resent ahigher per cent age of
laity against clergy and so | would urgeyou
tovotefor themi nor ity re port which gives
us abetter chance of equal repre sentation.
That'swhat we ought to be about.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, thank you.
Now we ex hausted our free domto of fer a
de bate and we turn first to the maker of the
minority report and then the committee
chair for fi nal words.

KEELS: Therepresentationissuecomes
in part to: Where do the clergy serve? The
clergy serveinamuch wider geo graphical
areaand that’ sone of theissuesthat we are
tryingtogetatinthemi nority report. It does
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not change theratio of lay or clergy dedl e-

gatesfromtheannual confer encetothegen

eral conference. Andtheratioatthegeneral

conference would continue to be 50/50.

Some of our ministry isper formedinami-

lieuwherethereisamuch greater inten sity
of clergy required. For in stance: multi-eth-

nic, ru ral churches that have hos pi tals an
hour and a half away for pastorsto make
onehospi tal visit, for in stance. And so our
clergy areby necessity scat tered fur ther and
wider acrosstheconfer encesof thedenomi-

nation. Thelaity aremore con centrated as
has been pointed out in the larger churches.

Y esterday morning we voted nonconcur

rence on a pe ti tion that would have given
everylocal churchlay representationinthe
annual confer enceinstead of ev ery charge.

Whenwegiveev ery chargerepresentation
wearetak ing about pastor, wearetalk ing
aboutannual conferencemember shipbeing
based on the number of pastoral charges.

Weneedto beconsistent.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, thank you,
now |et’s hear from the chair.

Retireesand Special Assignment Clergy
Unbal ancePropor tional Formala

COURTOQY: Thank you, Bishop. We've
couched this argument it seems to me in
termsof small andlargechurches. Thereare
13annual confer encesthat passed the peti-
tionto sendtothisbody, plusotherindi vid-
uals from 3 other conferences that
represented 3 of our jurisdictions. This is
cer tainly oneof themost con sid ered pieces
of legislation. It's a fairness issue, and
we've talked about it in terms of small
churches. 1 would remind if you look at
those annual conferences who sent it in
there are many rura small membership
churches and throughout the South and
South Cen tral aswell asin the North East,
North Central, so| don’t think that’ stheis-
sue. The prob lem is that the clergy which
right now weightsheavily inthecur rent for-
mularep re sent lessthan %2 of 1 per cent of
themember shipof thetotal UnitedMethod
ist Church and where con fer ences are de-
clining in mem ber ship but have been once
strong, there are more retirees and often
moreministersonspecial assignmentsthan
areassignedtolocal churchesandthat tends
tobuildthenumber of clergy that figureinto
thefor mulaof those con fer ences. Wefeel
that the current formula, the current pro-
posal, whichamendsthecur rentfor mula,is
theway to go. We are against the sub sti tu-
tion.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much,
now, questionsonly. Right here, mike 1.

BARBARA LEMMEL (Troy): | would
liketo makeamotiontorefer, isthatinor-
der at thistime?

BISHOP CRAIG: By our rules, at theend
of three speeches for and against we arein
ef fect un der the call to vote. Which makes
that motionnotinor der.

LEMMEL: | would appreciate it if |
would have a chance to make this mo tion
af ter the vote. Thank you.

BISHOP CRAIG: We'll giveitatry. All
right, we're ready to vote on the mi nor ity
report asyoufinditin Cal endar Item 1147.
We got another question? Yes, back by
mike 8. Questiononly.

PORTER WOMELDORFF (lllinois
Great Rivers): Could some body ad visesme
if both of these pro posals, themi nor ity and
themajor ity, maintainthe50/50 bal anceof
clergy and lay members for each annua
conference?

BISHOP CRAIG: Thean swer isyes, isit
not?

WOMELDORFF: Both of usan swer yes
together.

BISHOP CRAIG: Yes, yes. (Laughter)
Which twin has the Toni? (Laughter) All
right, we're ready to vote on the mi nor ity
report. On the minority report, Calendar
Item 1147, please vote when the light ap-
pears. It hasfailed. [ Yes, 383; No, 564] We
arenow back totheorigi nal recommenda
tionof concurrencefor Cal endar Item 1147.
Questionsonly, what is, doyouhaveaques
tionwithagreen card, we' reunder theor der
tovote. Let’svote, unless, only aquestion,
only aquestion, al right, mike 6.

DAVIDRICHARD SON (Cdlifornia-Pa
cific): This is a question; | thought we
would have op por tu nity to de bate the ma
jority reporttoo.

BISHOPCRAIG: You'recor rect, Sir; we
can have speeches on this.

RICH ARD SON: May | make one?

BISHOP CRAIG: All three of us re-
sponded together. It's a wonder. Three
bishopsagree.

RICHARD SON: May | speak?

BISHOP CRAIG: Yes, you may speak.

Major ityReportonDel egate
Appor tionmentlsDebated

RICHARDSON: | would like to speak
against themajor ity report. | think we' d be
better served by votingnonconcur renceand
at this stage stay ing with the for mula that
we cur rently have. One of the things that
has not been talked about, | think, to the ex-
tent that it needsto be, isthe placein which
we serve what is a great deal of diversity

and in those ar eas it does re quire an enor-
mousdif fer enceintermsof ratio, clergy to
laity. | served a church which had 13 lan-
guages; thoseare spoken, living lan guages
in that church and it re quired a higher per-
cent age of clergy tothelaity inthechurch,
because of language ministries. | then
moved to amono-cul tureand | was able to
serve a church the same size with a much
smaller ratio of clergy to laity. And so |
think where we serve makes agreat deal of
dif fer ence, and at thispoint | think the way
that themajor ity re port serves usit would
do dis ser vice to those of us who servein
places where there isagreat deal of di ver-
sity and it would do disservice to places
wherethereissparse pop ulation. How can
we serve and reach the un churched if we
basedel egational lot ment only onnumbers
andwe' dhavefewer representation, or rep-
resentatives from those areas where the
membership is low? We heard the other
night whenwehad our pen ance ser vicethat
themajor ity ruleisnot theway of Godand|

think itisim por tant for usto con cern our-
selveswith those ar eas. Thank you.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much,
there’ s a speech againgt. Yes. Mike 1.

We are on the main mo tion now of 1147,
the recommendation of concurrence.
We've had a speech against, now we' Il hear
this.

LEMMEL: | wishtomakeamotiontore-
fer the issue of representation to General
Confer enceto the Council of Bishops, ask-
ing that they put together a task force to
study thismat ter and return to thisbody in
2004 witharecommendationforamorejust
representation system than we have cur -
rently. If | haveasecond, | will speaktoit.

BISHOP CRAIG: | hear asec ond. You
may speak.

Poality,History,andGlobal ization
InformPropor tional | ssue

LEMMEL: | want to thank the group
from the Southeast Jurisdiction that has
brought thismat ter to our at tention; thecur-
rentim bal ancesthat arein our cur rent sys
tem of representation to General
Conference. | join their concern that we
haveamorejust system created. How ever,
thisismorethanjust aregional issueandit
isabout morethanjust population;itisalso
about our polity and our history in The
United Meth od ist Church, and about our in+
creasingglobal ization. | believethatweare
being askedto voteon something that wedo
not fully know the implications of, that’s
quite com pli cated. One of thereasonsitis
compli cated isthat thereare sev eral issues
of justicehere: clergy andlaity, numeri cal
considerations, representation of regions
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andraces, representationof small andlarge
membership churches. Many of these are
new tous, but wearerarely ad dressing them
asawhole. | believethebest way toad dress
them most carefully and most thought fully
istorefer them to atask force whose mem-
bers are drawn from our whole church, and
that the Coun cil of Bishops has the global

andhistori cal insighttohelpthat takeplace.
| rea izethat thiswould preservefor another
4 years our current not-entirely-just-sys
tem, but | think it would be better to stay
wherewearefor 4 yearsand ap proveasys-
temthat istruly just for all of us. Thank you.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, thank you.
Wenow havebeforeusthemotiontorefer
thismat ter to the Coun cil of Bishops. | see
cards way back there. Mike 7.

MARK FENSTERMACHER (North In-
di ana): It seemstomethisisanissueof jus-
tice. We' ve talked about this, prayed about
this; oth ers have be fore the con fer ence. |
wouldvoteagainstthemotion, recommend
thatwenot refer thisissueanddelay justice.
| would hopethat the body would bewill ing
todefeat themotiontorefer andtotake ac-
tiontoday.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much.
That isaspeech against refer ral. Istherea
speechfor refer ral?For referra?Mike2.

RON BRETSCH (North Central New
Y ork): Thank you, bishop. | sup portthemo-
tiontorefer becausel think thatindoing so
somewider issues, whichhavenot sur faced
yetinthediscussion, would be ad dressed.
For ex am ple, thevari ationsamong theju-
risdictions as to how membership is
counted.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, thank you.
That is a speech for referral. Is there a
speech against refer ral? Or ange card back
thereinthemid dle. Mike 7.

Refer ral of IssueWould Delay Justice,
Alledged

STEPHEN MCALILLY (Mississippi):
I’'malay del egatefromMississippi. | speak
againstrefer ral today becausewe' retrying
to make thisis sue alot more com pli cated
thanitreallyis. It’ sstrictly about how to de-
terminethenumber of del egatestoJurisdic
tional and General Confer ence; whether we
aregoingto baseit moreonthetotal mem-
bership of the church or more on clergy.
Presently, thesimpledi vi sionright now fa
vors clergy. I'm concerned that referral
would delay justice. Our church hasahis-
tory of inaction, of drag ging our feet, even
though we sit back and watch our mem ber-
ship decline. | love this church, and I'm
scaredthatitiswitheringaway. Thischurch
raised mein apar son agefamily. | met my
wifeataMethodist Church Camp. | wased-

ucatedataMethodist col lege. Andtoday, |
work for a Methodist institution. This
churchismy life, but I'm afraid if we keep
delay ing actionand not ad dressingand de
ny ing the problemsthat we have, we' rego-
ing to wither away and this church won't
givemy chil drenthesameop por tu ni tiesof
life that it's given me. So | would vote
againstreferral sothat wecandecidethisis
suetoday.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you. The chair
canentertainaspeechforreferral. Forrefer
ra?Ye lowcard?Yes. Mike 8. Or 6, wher-
ever you like, 6.

DEEDEE AZHIKAKATH (Desert
Southwest): | wouldliketo speak infavor of
referral. | am 23 yearsold, havealongtime
ahead of meinthe Meth od ist Church, and |
real izethat thisissueisvery impor tant, and
| don’t think it is some thing that we should
just jump into blindly be cause | will be af-
fected by this decision for many years to
come. And | think we need to do it cau-
tioudly, fairly, andlet justice prevail.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much.
Now we can entertain one more speech
against referral. Yes. Mike 1. You are
againstreferral?

WERLEIN: Yes. | would speak against
referral. | heard what thechair of our legis
lative committee said when he remarked
that this was one of the most considered
pieces of legislation that has come to the
Genera Confer ence. | noticethat the com
mit tee hasvoted this out with ap proval, ac
cord ing to the DCA, by an over whelming
vote of 51 in fa vor and only 24 against. |
think it istime for us to trust our own pro-
cesses and the legislative processes that
have served us here. The hish ops have no
organization ready to do this kind of a
study. It would sim ply bedelay ing un duly
the justice that has been described in the
ear lier speeches. | would vote against and
urgetheconferencetovoteagainstreferral.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right. Weare at the
po si tion wherewe can enter tain onemore
speech for refer ral and then we will be un-
der vote. Yes, the green card right there.

I’'m sorry, mike 4.

JOHN D. PE TER SON (West Ohio): I'd
liketo call thequestion for all that’ sbefore
us.

BISHOPCRAIG: Onall thatisbeforeus?

PETERSON: I'm sorry, on the amend-
ment.

BISHOP CRAIG: On the amendment.
|—thereferral, or all thatisbeforeus, John?

PETER SON: I'msorry. | rescind my mo-
tion.

BISHOP CRAIG: Ontheamend ment ... ?

(Laughter)

We'real ready at threeand three. Wehave
room for one more speech for, and then
we |l be under the Call to Order anyway.
We can take one speech for. All right, yel-
low cards back there. Who's your spokes-
per son? Right there at 8. It’s hard to know
who you're calling on when it's a group
event. It's okay.

(Laughter)
Mike 8.

WeeklyWor ship AttendancePreferred
Over Member ship

LINDA CAMPBELL-MARSHALL
(NewEngland): I’ vebeenasuperintendent
for some num ber of years, and each year at
charge con fer ences, churches moveto re-
move persons who have been inactive in
their mem ber ship for along time. One of
my con cerns about thisisthat thelay mem-
ber shipandtheintegrity of thelay member-
ship rollsmight well beim peded by basing
themember shipanywhereonthe num ber of
laypersons. It's much more difficult to
maintainanintegrity laity roll that hasnoth
ingtodowiththeintegrity of laity people. It
hassomethingto dowiththeintegrity of re
cord keeping. It's very difficult to realy
know what the membership is of any
church. If we're going in this direction, |
would prefer to seeusbasefiguresonav er-
ageweekly at tendance, whicharemorerep-
resentativeof theactual laity that areapart
of The United Meth odist Church.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, now, we're
speak ingonreferral, okay. Friends, takea
bigbreath...ex hale. Weareun der thecall
tovoteby our rulesonthemotiontorefer. |
see acard wav ing. Questionsonly, and we
haveto go back over to our chair. Just amo-
ment, we're go ing to see what’s at mike 8.

BEVERLY L. WILKES (lllinois Great
Rivers): And again, | would ask for Rule 17
for afew sec onds of prayer, aswe' ve been
in thistough de bate try ing to make up our
minds. And the time limit is up to you, but
justsi lent mo ments, please.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, thank you.
May we hear from the chair first, and then
we'll, we'll have atime to kind of breathe
andlisten, andwe'll vote. We need aspeech
aboutreferral.

COURTOY: Thank you, Bishop. I'll re-
mind this body, this is the third General
Con fer encethisis sue has cometo us. We
havedebatedit. WedebateditinLouisville.
Wedebateditin Den ver. And herewe are
again. It hasbeenconsideredandreconsid
ered by this body. There have been groups
study ingitthat presentedinfor mationtothe
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com mit tee. Wethink it’ stimefor usto act.
Weareopposedtoreferral.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right, now
let’s—we're, we're un der the call to vote,
and we're un der are quest for quiet time.
And we're gonna vote. So let’s just set tle
our souls . . . remind ourselves whose
churchitisany way . .. and be quiet.

(Momentsof S lence)

Grant us your peace, Holy One. Amen.

We are voting on the motion to refer.
Please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
305; No, 640] Itisnot referred. Weareback
on the main motion. There has been one
speech against. We can en ter tain a speech
for the main mo tion. Yes, right over here.
Mike 3.

JAMESR. ALLEN (South Caroling): I'd
call thequestion.

BISHOP CRAIG: It's not in order. We
haven'’t had two speechesfor and against on
the main motion. We've only had one
speech against on the main mo tion. Thank
you. Areyou speak ingfor themainmotion?
Please go to mike 7.

Cur rent For mulaDiscrimi nates
Against Growing Confer ences
andCentral Confer encesAr gued

MICHAEL B. WATSON (Alabama
West Florida): The facts clearly show the
unfairness of the present for mulafor dis-
tributingdel egates. Theunfair nessisobvi-
ous. Thereal questionisthis: Dowewantto
continuethisunfair treat ment of our broth
ers and sis ters in Christ or do we want to
movetoward being morefair?Wetalk of a
global church. These changes will ensure
muchgreater central conferenceinclusion,
now andinthefuture. It will alsotreat many
conferences in the United States more
fairly. Our own past prac tice has been to
over emphasizethenumbersof ministersin
a confer enceintheal location of General
Conference delegates. This works to dis-
crimi nateagainst grow ing confer encesand
central confer ences. I’maclergy mem ber,
but | believethatitisunfair for clergy tobe
represented 200timesmorethanlaity. Let's
takeadeci sivesteptowardelimi natingthis
discriminationandtowardfair nessandjus
ticeby votingyesonthisresolution.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you. The chair
could en ter tain a speech against the main
motion. Clear back in that corner. Yes
Come to mike 5, please. Against the main
motion?

JER E MIAH PARK (North ern New Jer-
sey): | amspeak ing againstthemotion. The
fair ness can be shown from adif fer ent per-
spec tive. And when there is amuch larger

ratiointermsof oneclergy ver susthemem
bership, those churches are having much
more priv i leges be cause they have lots of
oppor tuni tiesfor programsinmissionand
ministries, and small churches are much
lessprivilegedinthat regard. Andweasa
church, as a body of Christ, should give
more at ten tion and care to hear their con-
cern and voices of small membership
churches. Andtheother aspect, theother as
pect, isthat from Ko rean com mu nity per-
spective, to be truly a chartered church,
muchlessmem ber ship probably isneeded.
With about 50 active mem bersof alo cal
church, they can be afully char tered, very
activechurch, so | plead for fair nessto de
feat thismo tion. Thank you.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you. The chair
cannow enter tainaspeechfor themainmo-
tion. Pink card, right inthemid dle.

WARREN R.LATHEM (North Geor-
gia): | pastor achurchthat’ smade up of alot
of dif fer ent kinds of folks: 200 of our wor-
shippers are Hispanic, Spanish-speaking
people. Thisisnot about representation of
small churches. It's about fair representa
tion of thelaity. Andinthecur rent for mula,
those His panic mem bers of our church, as
well asthe other mem bersof our church, the
lay mem bersof our church, do not havefair
representation. Thisisan ef fort to cor rect
that, and | very much would hope that this
General Conference will take the action
necessary tobringabout fair nessandjustice
onthisissue.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right. We're on
Cal endar Item 1147, main mo tion. We' ve
had two speeches for, two against. The
Chair could enter tain aspeech against. No,
I’m sorry, the woman behind you. Thank
you. Mike 4.

MARIELLEN SAWADA (Cadifor
nia/lNevada): Thank you, Bishop. You
know thisis sue, | haveto tell you, re aly
pulls at me. It'san is sue that my daddy in
North Montgomery, Alabama and | talk
aboutalittlebit. | grew upinthepar sonages
also.Whatl amrealizinginthisparticular
issue, isthat it isnot about small mem ber-
ship and large membership churches.
We—all our confer enceshavethat. Itisnot
aboutlay and clergy representation. We' ve
all got that. But it's about—and thisis what
I’m say ing—it’'sabout region & ism. Now,
you know—nhear meout, hear meout onthis
onenow—I comefromajurisdictionright
now, that entirejurisdiction made up of all
thesedif fer ent kindsof churches—wehave
56 representatives here—our entire juris
diction. Thisnew peti tion, well-writtenasit
is—and | have spent time pour ing over it, |
receiveditinJanuary and | looked at it and
looked at it—thispeti tion asit isbringsour

little 56 downto 48for anentirejurisdic-
tion. Itis, | would agree, itisajusticeissue
and | would ask that the General Confer-
ence delegates—the House—give to us
somejustice, not only tothewest ernjuris
diction, but for The United Methodist
Church.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you very much.
The Chair could en ter tain one more speech
forthemainmotion, for themotion. Mike 1.
Well, you can still move, that’ sgood. Af ter
amorning likethis, that’ s great.

E. MALONE DODSON (North Geor -
gia): I'm for it and now we can vote.

(Laughter andap plause)

BISHOP CRAIG: Right you are. All
right, Mr. Chair, you've got one more
chance.

COURTOY: I'm for it. We can vote too,
Bishop.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right. All right. We
areready tovoteon Cal endar Item 1147, as
themain motion. Pleasevotewhenthelight
appears.[ Yes, 569; No, 377] Themotionis
adopted. All right. What canyou doinfive
minutes?Anything?

COURTOQY: Bishop, shall we try one
short one, and hopeit’s short?

BISHOP CRAIG: Sure. Let’stry.

COURTOQY': Deborah Pritts, our secre
tary hasone.

DEBORAH L. PRITTS (North Central
New York): | will present thisto you witha
disclaimerthat | cannot guar anteeitwill be
ashort one.

BISHOP CRAIG: Well, then for get it.

PRITTS: Well, on Page No. 2088 in the
DCA, 2088, andwearelook ing at Cal endar
No. 1150, p. 2088, Caendar Item 1150
deals with Petition 31710 which can be
found on p. 175 in the AdvanceDCA. The
subjectis: Annual confer encemay decide
to be in session every second year. The
committee is recommending non-concur
rence. As we discussed this petition, we
werecog hi zant of thecostsassoci ated with
holding annual confer encesessionsonan
an nual basis, but we were of the opinion
that The Book of Discipline assumes the
host of dutiesassignedtotheannual confer-
encewouldbeconductedandconsideredon
anannual basis.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you. Item 1150
before us with a recommendation of
non-concurrence. Please vote when the
light ap pears. [ Yes, 800; No, 116] The mo-
tion carries—non-concurrence. Have an-
other one? We're go ing to stop there. All
right. Madam Secretary, why don’twegoto
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an nounce ments? Yes, inthemid dle. Mike
4.

ALVIN J HOR TON (Vir ginia): | just, |
need someclar ity inmy life.

BISHOP CRAIG: Yes. Don’'t we all!

HORTON: This morning, | think you
clar i fied that the mo tion that we made | ast
night and ap proved; that peti tionsthat re-
celvelessthan ten voteswould be part of the
consentcal endar?

BISHOP CRAIG: Cor rect.

HORTON: And then, this morning, |
think it was clar i fied that would take place
immedi ately. My questionis, if anitemhad
beentaken off previ oudly, off of thecon sent
cal endar, wherewewereunder theprevi ous
ruleof havingto havefivesignatures, isthat
now on the cal en dar or not or dowe. ..

BISHOP CRAIG: No, it's off.
HOR TON: How do we get it back?

BISHOP CRAIG: Anything previously
removedfromthecal endarisstill removed
fromthecal endar. It' sconsideredcal endar.

HORTON: Sothatitissubjectfor discus
sion?

BISHOPCRAIG: Itwill comefor discus-
sion.

ALVIN HORTON: Thank you very
much.

BISHOPCRAIG: Y ou'requitewel come.
Mike4. Just amo ment please. | have some-
oneon4.

CHARLES D. (DENNY) WHITE, JR.
(Western North Carolina): Thank you,
Bishop Craig. | might di rect the Chair’s at-
tentiontop. 1715 of theDCA. | haveaques-
tion which may assist us in our future
deliber ation—or maybenot. Onp. 1715, in
theleft-hand col umn, Rule 37—that’ s Part
2 of that—says that “no report shdl be
adopted or question relat ing (to the same)
decided without opportunity having been
given for at least 2 speeches for and 2
against.” The rule is, | believe, Madam
Chairperson, that opportunity has to be
given only for 2 on each side and then the
motionfor theprevi ousquestionwould be
in or der. The rule about 3 speechesisyou
haveto put the question af ter 3, but you do
not haveto have 3. Isthe Chair inagreement
with that?

BISHOP CRAIG: The Chair isin agree-
ment withthat and it hasbeen at temptingto
act under that.

WHITE: Thank you.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you. Yes, right
here. Mike 4.

ROLAND SIEGRIST (Austria Provi-
siona): Bishop, | have a question: Who

could pro tect us of the heavy winds on the
floor here. Wehavethewind out sideyester-
day of our convention center. It's now
blow ing herein away that even my Swed-
ishcol leaguesarefreezing.

(Laughter and Applause)

BISHOP CRAIG: Wewill cer tainly ask
the convention personnel to check that.
Would you blow some up here, please?

SIEGRIST: Thank you very much.

BISHOP CRAIG: It may bewheretheor-
i ginof most of theair movementis, but1’'m
sur prisedit’scold.

(Laughter and Applause)

SIEGRIST: Thank you. Thank you.

BISHOP CRAIG: All right. Let’sturn to
our secretary, Carolynn Marshall, for an-
nounce ments, please. Wegive her your un-
dividedattention?

CAROLYN M. MARSHALL: Thirty
sec onds ago there was one an nounce ment.
There are now three. Onein which you will
al be in ter ested, I'm sure, is the fact that
they’ reworkingonthisblower problemand
hopefully after lunch, you will be more
comfortable. | wasjustrejoicingyester day
that no notesonthecomfort level inthe au-
di toriumhad ar rived for acou pleof days.

| just had word that the body needed to be
informed that asweadopted Cal endar Item
1147, asfar astheGeneral Conferencedel e
gatesanddistri butionnumbersandsoforth
were con cerned, that isadopted with refer-
ral to GCFA for thefi nancial impli cations.
Andthenthisone, onacompletely dif fer ent
vein, has come from the United Church of
Christinthe Phil ip pines. That isone of our
affili ated,autonomousbodies, representa
tion from which has been with us the time
that we' regath ered herein Gen eral Confer-
ence. Let me share this mes sage with all of
us. This is written by Bishop Elmer M.
Bol DCAnfromthe United Church of Christ
inthePhil ippines.

“I received a call last night from the
United Church of Christin the Phil ip pines
inManilaabout theuntimely death of anin
cumbent bishop of the UCCP, Bishop
Nelinda “Ellen” Primavera Brionos.
Bishop Ellen was attending the north
BICOL annua conference two days ago
when she suf fered a stroke and did not re-
cover. Shejoined her Creator whileserving
the Master. Bishop Ellen was the first
womanbishopinthePhil ip pines. At age47,
she was elected Bishop in May 1998 to
serve her term of four years, 1998 to 2002.
Shewasassignedtothe Southern L uzon Ju
risdictional Areawhichcov ersnineconfer
ences. As a bishop of the area, she had to

attend all of theannual sessionsinor der to
presideat theelectionof of fi cersandtheor-
di nationof ministers.”

[She had in tended to be here with us for
General Conference but was not able to
comebecauseof theresponsi bil i tiesthere
and was plan ning to at tend an other event.]
We request that this General Conference
keepamo ment of si lenceand thank God for
the life and ministry of Bishop El len and
pray for her bereaved family aswell asher
constituenciesinSouthernLozonJurisdic
tion, United Church of Christ inthe Phil ip-
pines.”

And| havespokenwith Bishop Craigand
wewould cer tainly want toberesponsiveto
thisrequesttoremember our friendsand our
sistersand broth ersin Christ in the Phil ip-
pines in this particular denomination,the
United Church of Christ. Bishop Craig, | re-
fer it to you.

BISHOP CRAIG: Thank you. In just a
mo ment, we'rego ing to ask Bishop James
K. Matthewsto dismissusfor our lunch re-
cesswith prayer and ask himtoin cludethis
heart-rending reality in our midst. Do we
need to hear from the Commit teeon Pre-
siding Officers, Carolyn? Do we need to
hear fromthe CommitteeonPresiding Of fi-
cers? No? No. All right. Then the Chair’s
goingtotake somelib erty here. We're ad-
journing fifteen min utes early for—we're
recessing fif teen min utes early—so we're
go ing to come back fif teen min utes early.
Oh, o let's have gatheringmusicat 2:10
and be in our seats and ready to beginat
2:20. | thank you for your good spirit this
morning andthepleasureandtheprivilege
of chairingthisGenera Conference. | thank
my col leagueswho have helped keep mein
or der whileyou havekept your self inor der
and trust that you will find refresh ment and
joy in your break. Bishop Mathews, will
you pray for us?

(Applause)

BISHOP JAMES K. MATHEWS (Re-
tired): Af ter abrief prayer, | will,inkeeping
with the spirit of this morning, give the
benedictioninthe Shonalan guage of Zim-
babwe, in the Marathi language of India,
and then to get right with St. Paul, will give
the same benediction in English. Let us
pray:

(Prayer)

BISHOP MATHEWS: Oh Lord, what a
morning, andwehaveaf firmed our oneness
in Christ when we have ac knowl edged the
Oikumene, thewholein hab ited world, the
whole Church through out thewholein hab-
ited world, the whole task of the whole
church throughout the whole inhabited
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world. With praise we give thanks for your
great love for usall, for you have sent your
Son, JesusChrist, tobeour Savior and Lord
and have sent the Holy Spirit to continue
that ministry to day. We cravetheblessing
of thetri uneGod uponusandespecialy for
those who mourn the death of our sister,
Bishop Nelinda Briones, who has gone to
bewith you and for oth erswho suf fer such
loss. [Prayer in Shonaand Marathi fol lowed
by Englishtranslation],whichistosay: The
grace of the Lord Je sus Christ, whichisthe
loveof God the Creator madereal and pres-
ent with usright hereand right now, bewith
you and re main with you all along theway.
Amen.

Tuesday Afternoon
May 9, 2000

(BishopAl bert Mutti, presiding)
(Snging)

BISHOP ALBERT “FRITZ" MUTTI
(Kan sas): Let the con fer encebein or der,
cometakeyour seatsplease. You'll remem-
ber that we set the be gin ning time for this
afternoon fifteen minutes earlier, so let's
come take your seats please. All right, sis-
ters and brothers, let's take your seats
please and be in order. My name is Fritz
Muitti. I’m the Bishop of the Kan sas area,
where Kathy Ban nister isone of our pas-
tors. Sometimesyou seemy nameasAl bert,
sometimesyou seeitasFred erick; but | go
by Fritzmost of thetime, asanick namel’ve
had all my lifeandtheof fi cial publi cations
at the church put out, you never know what
will appear. It's my pleasure to be here
helping you do your business this af ter-
noon, and I’ m grateful for the op por tu nity
to work with you. We're faced with the
need to move ahead as quickly aspos s ble
with asmany deci sionsaswe can makethis
af ter noon. So we ask your patience, your
Discipline, andyour full partici pationinthe
process. I'dlikefor usto beginwithaword
of prayer.

(prayer)

| wanttoturntothecoor di nator of thecal-
endar, Fitzger ad Reist, tobeginthisaf ter-
noon’ s session, for in for mation you need
about items listed in the DCA, that will be
shifted to con sent.

FITZGERALD REIST: Good af ter noon.
| hope I’ ve done what was asked of me. If
youweretoturninyourDaily Christian Ad-
wc ate for today, Wednesday, May 10,
2000, Vol ume4, No. 8, to p. 2135. I'm go-
ing to give you the cal en dar num bersthat
areaf fected inthat cal en dar that would not
havebeenontheconsent cal endar underthe

oldrules. Onp. 2135, Cal endar Item 1222,

which is committee item FA92. On the

same page, Cal en dar Item 1223, which is

committee item FA175. Continuing on

same page, 1224, com mit teeitem FA 181,

and Cal en dar Item 1225 which iscom mit

tee item FA191. If you would turn to p.

2137, Cal en dar Item 1244. which is com

mit teeitem HE216. And if you would turn

to p. 2142, Cal en dar Item 1265, whichis

committeeitem CS82. Andonp. 2144, Ca-

en dar Item 1269, whichiscom mit teeitem

CS147. Onp. 2148, therearetwo items, cal-

endar 1287, which is committee item

FA130, and cal en dar 1288, which is conm

mitteeitem FA190. Turningtop. 2149, Cak

endar Item 1296, commit teeitem GJ103.

Onp. 2150, Cal endar Item 1311, committee
item HE222. On the next page, 2151, Cal-

en dar Item 1317, com mit teeitem HE237.

Af ter | went down stairs, | un der stand that

youalsomadeaninter pretationtotheaction
that made it retroactive to the things that

have been previ ously printed onthecal en-

dar. | pulled those to gether with alit tle bit

lessinfor mationandit’ snot quitein or der,

becausel did n’t have enoughtimeto gather
that. But, if you would like to just take

maybe a pencil and write these numbers
down, | think that would bethe easi est way
for usto do these num bers.

Thefol lowingareLocal Churchcommit
teeitems. 1210isthecal endar number, LC9
is the committee number. Calendar Item
648, commit teeitem LC57. Cal endar Item
1213, committeeitem L C85. Cal endar Item
1215, committeeitem LC114.

Independent Commissions,.
Item 1207, com mit teeitem | C47.

Higher EducationandMinistry; thereare
twoitems; Ca endar Item 1201, commit tee
item HE168. Cal endar Item 1204, commit
teeitem HE192.

InGenera andJudi cial Administration;
Cal endar Item 1194, commit tee GJ93.

In Faith and Or der—you might want to
find a new piece of paper.Cal endar Item
318, commit teeitem FO26. Cal endar Item
319, commit teeitem FO27. Ca endar Item
321, committee item FO29. Caendar
Item—now I’m prob ably goingto makea
mistake on thisonebe cause | don't havea
notationbesideitthat | dou ble checkedit.
But | will giveittoyouandif younoticethat
if hasaflagbesideit, oritsconsti tutional, it
doesn’t belong here. | will dou ble-check it
when| get down stairs, | apol ogize. It'sCat
endar [tem 606, committeeitem FO32. Cak
endar Item 607, committee item FO61.
Cal endar Item 608, commit teeitem FO64.

Financia Administration has one. It's
Cd endar Iltem 1171, committeeitem FA57.
Confer ences; Cal endar ltem597, commit

Calendar

tee item CO487. Calendar Item 1149,
committeeitemCO71.

REIST: Cal endar Item 1,152, Committee
Item CO82; Cal endar Item 1,153, Com mit-
teeltem CO97; Cal endar Item 1,154, Com-
mit tee Item CO195; Cal en dar Item 1,156,
Committee Item CO111; Caendar Item.
1,158, Com mit tee Item CO118. If you dis-
cover that | have made any mistakes, please
advise me before 6:00 because | hope to
have this printed in the DCA tomorrow
morning for a clearer reference for al of
you. Thank you.

BISHOP MUTTI: Jerry, hold it right
there. Just say one more time why we have
lifted these from the consent calendar so
that theconfer encewill under stand.

REIST: Wetook anactionthismorningto
makethenum ber re quired to be on the con
sent cal en dar 10 or fewer votes op posing
theprevail ingrecommendation of thecom
mittee. That wasinter pretedretroactively
so it went back to all those items that were
a ready passed that had not been on the con-
sent cal endars, but wereontheregular cal-
en dars where there were 6, 7, 8, 9, or 10
votesinop posi tion. Thosethenrolled over
into acon sent cal endar that wewill be putt-
ing together manually for your consider
ationtomor row.

BISHOP MUTTI: Pink card, mike 4.

JANET R. ELLINGER (Wisconsin):
Bishop, cor rect me if | am wrong, but my
under standing wastheactionwetook said
the items had to have 10 or more votes. |
think this feels very back wards to me that
they had to have 10 votes to get onto the
consent cal endar, andwehad5orless. And,
I thought the ac tion said we had to have 10
or less.

BISHOPMUTTI: Theissueisthetiming,
| believe. So, aswemet thismorningwede
ter mined that we needed tolift theseto day,
and that will be in effect in tomorrow’s
print ing. We did change the rule that re-
quired 10 votesto lift, rather than 5, but we
needed to lift these today be cause of the
time limit.

ELLINGER: All right, I’'m still confused,
but that’ snot un usual.

REIST: If you'll keep your hand up or
wave something, | can find you. I'll come
straight back as| leavethe plat form.

BISHOP MUTTI: Geri, if you'll help
peo pleunder standthat wereally doap pre
ci ateyour work ascoor di nator of thecal en
dar. Thisisahard job, andwe' regrateful for
al that you do for us. Thank you.

(Applause)

BISHOP MUTTI: Now then, we turn to
General andJudi cial Administrationforour
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Caendar Items. If we can move through
that we'll belook ing at Lo cal Church, and
Financial Administration later this af te-
noon. Let's do the best we can to move
through asmany aspossi ble. ChristineHar-
man.

CHRISTINE HARMAN (Kentucky):
Thank you, Bishop Mutti. We will be pre-
sent ing anum ber of itemsthis af ter noon.
And our first pre sen tation will be done by
Tom Jack son, who isalay del e gate from
South Georgia. After that, the follow-
ing—the rest of the presenterswill intro-
duce themselves as they come forward.
Tom?

TOM JACK SON (North Geor gia): | did
once live in South Geor gia, but I'm alay
del e gate from North Geor gianow. Thank
you.

(Applause)

BishopMuitti, | call your attentionandthe
at tention of thecon fer enceto p. 2059, Cal-
endar Item 836, Petition 31967. This is
found on p.1686 of the AdvanceDCA. It is
enti tled, “Liv ing Into the Fu ture.” Thisis
theCommitteeon General and Judi cial Ad-
ministration’s action on the connectional
pro cessteam re port. If | may speak to our
recommendation, our committee held an
opendiscussionfor morethan 2 hours, sus-
pending Robert's Rules of Order which
were prov ing to be an ob stacleto our dis-
cussion. Inthisway, 73 dif fer ent per sons
ad dressed the CPT inamost useful discus-
sion, in clud ing 2 who spoke through their
translators. Throughthispro cessof listen
ingand shar ing, wecametoap preci atethat
the report identifies a set of core values
which in deed can and should guide our di-
rectionfor livingintothefuture. Whilewe
had serious concerns about the CPT's
top-downimposi tionof aradi cal structural
change in the church, we be lieve the valu-
ablecoreprinci plesshould not belost. The
committeedid not want torefer thereport,
nor did wewant to man date yet an other ex-
pen sive 4-year study. We did not want to
create the Covenant Council nor did we
want to cre ate an other struc tureto han dle
thisactionwithin our church. Wewantedto
put these transformationa directions to
work now and through this quad- renium. A
num ber of annual confer encesareal ready
ahead of the Gen eral Confer enceinthisre-
gard. Webelievethisplanaswrittenuti lizes
existing structure throughout the church
fromthelocal tothegeneral level. Itisnotto
be a top-down imposition of program or
structure. If fact, wehopeand believeit has
alot of potential for something goodtobub-
bleupfromthelocal church. Intheend, our
discussionslead usto amend there port by
deletingtheexistingtextinitsentirety,and

add ing the new text you see printed in your
DCA on p. 2059. The committee recom
men dationiscon cur renceasamended, and
our votewas 79for, 2 against, and 1 ab sten-
tion.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right. The rec om+
men dation from the com mit teeisfor con-
cur rence with amend mentsto it. Mike 4, a
green card.

MARY BROOKE CASAD (North Texas):
| moveto amend by deletingthephrase, “To
guideusinthisway, the General Confer ence
charges the Genera Council onMinistries’
and ev ery thing that fol lows that—and then
subdti tutethefol lowinginitsplace: “ Toguide
usinthisway, theGeneral Confer enceestab
lishes and charges the Transformational
Lead er ship Team asfol lows: 1) There shall
be a Transformational Leadership Team
madeup of thefol low ing per sons: 8 bish ops
(one from each jurisdiction, and one each
from Asig, Eu rope, and Af rica) to be elected
by theCouncil of Bishops; atotal of 17repre
sentativesfromthejurisdictionsof theUnited
Statesel ected by the2000 Jurisdictiona Con
fer ences. [Thenum ber elected by eachjuris
diction shal be proportional to that
jurisdiction’ srepresentationamongtheU.S.
del egatestothe2000 Genera Confer enceas
deter mined by the Secretary of the Gen eral
Conference.Insofarasposs ble,thosed ected
shall be bal anced be tween lay and clergy J;
dso, one representative from each Central
Conference elected by that Central Confer
ence, or if the Central Confer encedoes meet
beforeJanuary 1, 2001, therepresentativeis
to beap pointed by the bish opsof that Central
Conference; additionaly, 4 persons chosen
fortheir ex pertiseinor gani zational behavior
or systemsthe ory by the team &f ter itsfirst
meeting. 4 ad di tiona per sonsmay be added
toensureinclusivity to becho sen by theteam.
Staff of the Generd Agencies shal make
themselves available as needed to serve as
consultants to the team. 2) The
Transformational Leadership Team is
charged with lead ing the church’scon ver sa
tion in preparing specific proposas for the
2004 Generd Confer encearoundthefol low-
ing issues: 1) How our connectional struc-
turescanfur ther enhancetheef fectivenessof
our churchinac com plishingitstask of mak-
ing disciples of Jesus Christ, 2) How our
Connectional Program Agencies can better
serve lo ca churchesin their mission or ac-
complishforlocal churchesmissional actions
which locd churches cannot do for them-
sves. 3) . ..

BISHOPMUTTI: Now, if youcanfinish
your motion, Mary Brooke.

Y ou' reun der thethree min utetimelimit
also.

CASAD: All right. There are several
other items that apply to directing the
transformational |ead er shipteam.

BISHOP MUTTI: Well, let’sjust amin-
uteand seeif the con fer encewould bewill-
ing to give you time to read the entire
amend ment. Objectiontolet ting her read
the entire amendment? All right, if you
would ex tend thelimit pleasevotewhenthe
light ap pears. [Yes, 363; No, 490] Do the
best you can, Mary Brooke.

CASAD: Bishop, may | moveto suspend
the rules so that we might pass out the
amend ment to al of the del e gates so they
could haveitinwriting.

BISHOPMUTTI: Thisisan amend ment
to sus pend the rules to pass out the en tire
amendment. That would put it in your
hands. It’ d take two thirdsto do so. Point of
or der stated in the back. Mike 8.

DAVID SEVERE (Oklahoma): Can she
make that mo tion and then also make amo-
tionto sus pend therules?

BISHOPMUTTI: Thechair un der stands
that shehad n't finished themotion and so
therewasno secondyet. | believeit'sinor-
der.

SEVERE: All right, thank you.

BISHOPMUTTI: All right, if you would
suspendtherulesand a low the passing out
of this amend ment, please vote when the
lightappears.[ Yes, 412; No, 441] I’ m sorry.

CASAD: Bishop, may | just briefly con-
clude. Can | briefly conclude the amend-
ment?

BISHOPMUTTI: | think we' d let you do
that.

CASAD: All right. The team would re-
porttothe2004 General Confer enceandre
ceivethenec essary fundingto do itswork
fromthe bud get of the Gen eral Council on
Ministries. Therefore, there would be no
needfor any ad di tional funding.

BISHOPMUTTI: All right, isthereasec-
ond? All right, Casad’s motion is before
you, but if you'd like to speak to it fur ther.

CASAD: Yes | would. Only a few short
daysagothisconferencepartici patedindis
cus sion groups about the CPT re port. One
of the many con cerns lifted up from these
groupswasthefocusonmaintenancerather
than mission. The current culture of our
structure simply will not allow effective
changeinreor gani zationfromwithin. This
proposed amendment would empower a
group from the grass roots at the heart of
United Meth odism elected by our regional
con fer ences. This group has aman date to
fo cus on how we' d better carry out the mis-
sionof thechurch. Itwill havetheben efit of
CPT’ sdatawith out being com mit ted toits
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conclusions. It providesfor theinput of per
sons with organizational behavior exper-
tise. It calls upon general agencies in an
ad vi sory capacity without vote. Andit can
be accomplished by using monies within
thecurrentbudget, not ad di tional funding. |
urgeyou to sup port the amend ment.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, the amend-
ment is be fore you for de bate. Green card,
mike 2. You wish to speak against the
amendment.

WIL LIAM HATCHER (South Geor gia):
| rise to speak against this amend ment. In
our legislativecom mit teewebe gan miles
apart, yet we moved from a harsh and com-
bat ive spirit to an amaz ing one ness, being
led by theHoly Spirit. Thisisev i denced by
the vote on the com mit tee pro posal of 79
for, 2 against, and one not voting. This
amendment creates an new independent
study com mit tee com posed of 40 per sons.
Asamem ber of the CPT, that’s not agood
placetogo. | believethemain motionisthe
better pro posal to get usto God' spreferred
future. | urgeyouto vote no onthisamend
ment.

BISHOP MUTTI: Thank you. Is there
someonewho wishesto speak for the Casad
amend ment? Green card, mike 2.

JM HARNISH (Florida): | think the
amendment of fersus an ef fec tive way to
movethevery helpful infor mationfromthe
CPT report into the hands of agroup that is
not astudy com mit tee. Unfor tu nately, the
documentwasnot per mittedtobeputinour
hands, but as described it is not another
study committee, itisagroup specifi caly
designated tolead usinim plementing the
best learnings of the CPT doc u ment. But it
does, asthemaker of themottion pre sented,
emergeout of thejurisdictional representa
tionandthereforeprovidesafreshlook that
is not bound by the ethos or ex peri ence or
tradi tion of theGeneral Council onMinis-
triesandtheexistingbodies. | supportit be
causel believeit providesusaway that is
much lessex pen sivethan maintaining the
total budget of another agency andprovides
away for an ob jectivelook at how best to
im plement the best learnings of the CPT.

BISHOP MUTTI: Thank you very much.
A speechinfavor of theamend ment. Come
back here to the pink card. Go to mike 4.
Y ou’' respeak ing against.

RANDALL FLANAGAN (West Vir-
ginia): | rise to speak against the amend-
ment. First of all, | believeit would de lay
rather than encourage the spirit-driven
transfor mationandref or mationof thisgreat
church that we love. To study for an other
four years, and possi bly eight know ing our
ownproclivities, woulddisengageusfrom
thespiritandtheenergy thatisal ready mow-

ing and ismani fest among us and through
us. Secondly, we al ready have in place a
structurethan canbeem pow eredandispre
pared to bere spon si bleto carry forth the
transformational di rectionsthat the church
has so clearly called for. With a new com-
mit ment to the conciliar form of ministry,
theGeneral Council onMinistriescanfuk
fill anew man date, man dated by this Gen-
eral Confer ence, man dated by thewords of
thisres o lu tion, so that we can cometo a
common table for dialogue, for strategy,
and most of al for the guid ance of God's
holy and transforming Spirit. Let usnot de
lay. Let uspro ceed now.

BISHOPMUTTI: Thank you. We' vehad
two against and two for. Some one wish to
speak in favor of the amend ment? Green
card, mike 4.

SCOTT JONES (North Texas): | yearn
for achurch that ismuch more ef fec tivein
more places and in more ways than we are
now. | yearn for achurch that is more truly
global, one where evan gelismismore ef-
fectivein reaching the un churched, where
thereisastron ger wit nessagainst racismin
soci ety and within our church; achurchthat
ismoreef fectiveinour social actiontofight
pov erty and other formsof injustice; for a
churchthat isdy namicand cul tur aly rel e
vant in its wor ship in better ways than we
are now, onethat en cour ages small groups
for Bi blestudy and spir i tual for mation. In
short, a church that has lived into the mis-
sion state ment which we adopted the last
General Confer ence. Thecom mittee'sre
port makes no reference to the mission
state ment of the church. That ought to be
guiding our transformational |eadership.
Also, then, | have to ask “Who do | trust
most to lead usin this transformationa pe-
riod? Do | trust an agency that’'s been
around for 28 yearsand has an in vest ment
in the status quo? Or do | trust peo ple that
will be elected in our central and jurisdic
tional confer encestolead usinthefuture?’
| urge usto sup port the amend ment.

BISHOP MUTTI: Okay, I’m gonnalook
in the back. Y ou wish to speak against the
amend ment? Pink card. It's easy to see a
pink card in the middle of yellow ones
there. Way in the back, mike 8.

DAVID SEVERE (Oklahoma): | speak
against this amendment. The Genera
Council onMinistriesistheonly agency ex-
cept for the Council of Bishopsthat now has
representationonitfromev ery annual con
fer ence. Wearebeing proposedtoap prove
something that would take very few peo ple
to make very magnanimous decisions on
our behalf. We need the central ity of the
General Council on Ministries. | would
point out to you that the CPT wasnot anin-

sider group. It was named and it has func-
tioned out side. And we did not like what
they brought. Wedid not likethe very small
groupthey wereproposing. Wehaverightly
chosen a better way. Please defeat this
amendment.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, you've three
for and three against the amend ment. Ac-
cord ing to your ruleswetakethevote af ter
we hear from the chair and the com mit tee.

TOM JACKSON (North Georgia):
Bishop, the transformational |eadership
team by any other name soundslike arather
ex clu sive group and it sounds alot like a
study committee. Our cal endar item places
thisresponsi hil ity withinthe GCOM'’ sreg-
ularworkincludingtworesponsi bil i tiesa-
ready assigned by the Book of Discipline
906.12"to study theconnectional structures
of the church” and 906.19 “to assurein clu-
sionof central confer encesanditsmembers
within the life of the church.” The amend-
ment for a proposed separate study team
doesnot providesup port for ongoing staff.
It only pro videsthat agency staff areto be
con sul tants as needed. A group of thisim-
portance could not function effectively
without adequate staff support and the
GCOM hasthe staff in placeto do this. The
GCOM ispreparedto carry out thisassign-
ment within the resources provided in its
quadrennial budget. And | believe one
group would be cheaper than two.

BISHOPMUTTI: All right. We are ready
to vote then? What's before you is the
Casad Amend ment. If you areready to vote
you can press one for “yes’ for the amend-
ment, two for “no.” Please vote when the
light ap pears. And themo tion is defeated.
[Yes,226 ; No, 677] We' reback tothemain
motion. Pink card, mike 4.

PAUL ERVIN (North Geor gia): | move
to amend Peti tion 31967 as amended, Cal-
endar Item 836 by deleting ev ery thing that
follows the paragraph that ends with the
words, “All levels of the genera church
shadl begin to live out these
transformational directions,” except the
penul ti mateparagraph, thenexttolast para
graph, which reads, “In or der to be good
stew ards of thetimeand money investedin
theCPT report,itandall itsrelatedresearch
are for warded to the Gen eral Coun cil on
Ministries with deep appreciation as re-
sourcematerial foritsongoingwork.”

BISHOPMUTTI: Isthere sec ond?| hear

second. Can you help us find the page
wherethedeletionisto beagain?

ERVIN: If you'll look in DCA 2059, p.
2059.

BISHOP MUTTI: It's in the printed
amend ment that comeswithcommittee?
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ERVIN: Yes. 836 istheitem. What I'm
sug gestingisthat wekeep, downtothe,it’s
about the third paragraph after the num-
bereditems. Youseel,2,3,4and 5. Wekeep
that and that last paragraph that says,
“Thesevalu able prin ci plesand ideas need
to be brought to life at ev ery level of The
United Methodist Church over the next
quadrennium. Eachor gani zational level of
the church, from the lo cal church through
all lev elsof the gen eral church, should be-
gintoliveout thesetransformational di rec-
tions.” It would eliminateeverything else
ex cept for the next-to-last paragraph onthe
next pagewhichreads, “1n or der to begood
stew ardsof thetimeand money investedin
theCPT report,itandall itsrelatedresearch
arefor warded to the GCOM, with deep ap-
preci ation, asresourcemateri alsforitson
goingwork.” Thelast paragraphwould not
be included which would have a report
com ing back from the Coun cil on Minis-
tries to our group. Might | speak to the
amendment?

BISHOP MUTTI: Yes.
ERVIN: That wasin re sponse.

BISHOP MUTTI: You've about taken
your time.

ERVIN: Wdll, very quickly, the af fect of
thisamend ment would beto thank thewon-
der ful work that our friendshavedoneand |
havemany friendsonthe CPT, Council, and
onthiscommit tee, the pre senter’ sfrommy
con fer ence. But, many of usin the church
feel that we need to go bot tom down, not
bot tomdown, but bot tomup. Let’ sletthese
great things that have been suggested go
back to our lo cal churches and an nual con-
fer encesandif thereisreasonto bring peti-
tions back, let’ sbring it back from them on
the floor. Let's don't spend another four
years. Thiswasn’tthefirst four yearswe' ve
studiedstructures. Let’ snot worry about the
location of the chairs. Let's worry about
lead ing thisship to safewaters.

BISHOP MUTTI: Thank you very much.
The Ervin mo tion is be fore you. Those of
you inthe back, one of you with the or ange
card wishto speak in op po si tion? Cometo
mike7. Let mesug gest that whenyou put up
alot of cardsway intheback, you kind of al-
ter nate speak ers. So we have avari ety of
voicesintheconfer ence.

AILEEN L.WILLIAMS (Minnesota): |
speak in opposition to this amendment.
What theamend ment ac tu ally doesistake
out of the heart of the work that has been
done, not only inthe CPT thelast four years,
butinthelegislativecommittee. Itwasquite
aremark ablethingfor thelegislativecom-
mittee to take the understanding that we
haveto put some out comes or some ex pec-
tationsin front of what ever groupisgoing

to work on these ideas to say, “We want to
see some re sults at the end of four yearsin
2004 in relationship to how our genera

church operates.” It aways intrigues me
that weassumethat be causepeo pleweel ect
throughout the church come and sit on a
general agency, they arenomorepart of the
grassroots. That weput theminabhi er ar chi-

cal positionandsay, “Thisisn't us.” But

most of usinthisroom havehad ex peri ence
work ing with our broth ersand sistersfrom

acrossthechurchinvari ety of settingsand
we know we al ways bring with us our un-

der standingsof what it meanstobelongtoa

local congregation. | urgethisgroup notto
nul lify the hard work that’s been done and
trust that we can put someout comesin front
of the GCOM and say, “We ex pect you to
work onthesethingsinthenext four years.”

BISHOPMUTTI: Thank you aspeechin
opposition. Come down to this section
some one wish to speak for the Ervin Emo-
tion—amend ment. It may haveemotionto
it, butit’ sreally an amend ment. Green card,
cometo mike 2. Speaking in favor.

TERRELL SESSUMS (Florida): | have
watched the work of the CPT. | think they
have done some very creative work and
givenmany new ideasabout thedi rection of
the church. But | tend to agree with my col-
league that made the motion. | think we
needto haveaperiod of timeinwhichtodi
gest and con sider what they’ vedone. | don't
be lieve that we need to have an agency of
the church or any group con tinue with this
onafor mal basis. Oneof thevir tues of our
connectionis[that] wehaveinrecentyears
givenour annual confer encesagreat deal of
flexibil ity towork out programsof ef fective
ministry. | think that that pro cessisstill ur-
folding. | think that four years from now
we'll bein amuch better po si tion to profit
fromthat ex peri ence, and to per hapsfind
some ways to sim plify the sug ges tions of
the CPT team, in away that would not, as
some of us fear, would sub stan tially con-
fuse and destabilize much of thework of the
church, in at tempt ing to make awell-con-
ceivedtran si tion. So, | would sup port Mr.
Ervin’smotion. Thank you.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, we've had
two speeches for and one against. Any one
in this sec tion who wishesto speak against.
A pink card, come to mike 2.

MI NERVA CARCANO (Rio Grande): |
apol o gizefor my voiceonthisaf ter noon. |
want to speak against the amend ment. The
sec tion that is be ing re moved through the
amendment, or that were to be removed
throughtheamend ment, actually goescon-
trary totheconcept of assistingandbeingin
touch with local congregations. Thissec
tion is about supporting local congrega

tions. We have said that our gen eral agen-
ciesneedtofindwaystorecon nect withour
local congregations. We' reaskingtheGen
eral Council onMinistriestohelpfacil i tate
that pro cess. We have taken ac tion in the
previ ousGeneral Conferencetoal lowlocal
congregations and annua conferences a
greater degreeof flexi bil ity, but they have
gottenstuck withtheJudi cial Council. They
need someassistance. And oneof thepoints
that would be removed would be that re-
quest to have GCOM walk with those an-
nua conferences and those local
congregationsasthey movetowardsgreater
flexibility. When we talk about our local
congregations, we' renot talk ingjust about
locd congregationsinthiscountry. We're
talk ing about lo cal con gregationsin other
partsof theworld. Wemust continuetodi &
logue about the global natureof our church.
We've been about study for eight years.
Thisisagood op por tu nity to moveto take
someactiontobeinsupportof local congre
gations, of annual confer encesandtomodel
adif fer ent way of being the church by vi-
sioningtogetherfor our future. Thank you.

BISHOP MUTTI: Thank you. You've
had two speechesfor, and two against. Y ou
could vote, but you can have one more for
and onemore against. Pink card in the back
section. Mike6. Doyouwishtospeak infa
vor?

JANET STEPHENSON (lowa): | am
mak ing an amend ment to the amend ment
on be half of Y ong Lee who wasamem ber
of the Connectional Process Team. In the
next to the last para graph that be ginswith
thewords, “In or der to be good stew ards,”
af ter thephrase, “research arefor warded to
the GCOM,” the amend ment would be, “to
beused asaguideforitscontinuingwork.”
If | could have a sec ond | would speak to
that.

BISHOP LOONEY: Is there support?
Yes, thereis. Give us your name again.

STEPHENSON: Thisisreadly afriendly
amendment, | think. But the concern of
Yong Lee was that if you say the team re-
portistobeused asresourcematerial thatit
will sit on a shelf some place, never to see
thelight of day again. “Tobeused asaguide
in ongoingwork” would in di cate that the
macte rial would have alife that would ex-
tendbeyondthisconfer ence.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, what's be-
foreyou now istheamend ment tothe Ervin
amend ment. With that one speechinfavor,
is there someone who wishes to speak
against? It'll stop whistling in a minute
here. Against over here, green card. | don’t
think that’smy hear ing aid. Mike 3.

PATRICK STREIFF (Switzerland-
France): | think even the amend ment of the



2272

May 11, 2000

amend ment is not a better thing than what
thecommission of thelegislativecommit-

teeproposesyouinorigin. Wereal izethe
im por tance of thefive transformational di-

rec tions. And the ques tion is not whether
youthink you haveto start fromthe bot tom
up or from up side down. The questionis,

whether wereally giveaman dateto abody
of the church to work with these
transformational di rections. If wedonot do
it, wecanall go homeand say what won der-

ful fivetransformational di rectionswehave
had at General Confer enceandthenev ery-

onefor getsabout it. Weneed to haveabody
that has a mandate to work with these
transformational di rec tions, that’ sthe first
point which we will lose with the amend-
ment and the amendment of the amend-
ment. And the sec ond point wewill loseis
that wecontinuetodiscussabout thenature
of the global church and how we can go on
to be more global in the way we live as a
General Conference. And therefore, |

wouldreally sup port theprop o si tionasit
comesfromthelegislativecommittee.

BISHOP LOONEY: All right, we're
speak ing to the Stephenson amend ment to
the Ervin amend ment. We' ve had a speech
for and a speech against. Way in the back,
or angecard, mike8.

BISHOP MUTTI: Are you speaking
against, for, or . ..

J.N. HOWARD (Holston): Nei ther
BISHOP MUTTI: Mike 8. All right.

HOWARD: | movetheprevi ousquestion
onall that’sbeforeus.

BISHOP MUTTI: No, we have to have
opportunity for two speeches for and
against before we can have the previous
guestion motion. Yes, you have another
guestion, mike8?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Can |
move to sus pend the rules, that we go on
withtheactionnow onall that’ sbeforeus?

BISHOP MUTTI: Well, the chair would
sug gest that we have n't even de bated the
mainmotionyet. But, maybeit’ sinor der. If
you want to make that motion, we'll see
what thecon fer encethinks.

UNIDEN TI FIED SPEAKER: I'lI try it.

BISHOP MUTTI: The mo tion isto sus-
pend the rules, takes two-thirds, is there a
second?

UNIDENTIFIEDSPEAKER: Seconded.

BISHOP MUTTI: Will you suspendthe
rules so that we can have the previ ous ques-
tion put? Please vote when thelight ap pears.
[Yes, 668; No, 227] Well, theconfer encehas
voted to do that. And the question that’ sbe-
fore you is the previous question motion,
then. We'll giveyou achanceto—yeah, OK.

Previ ous question would end de bate on all

that’ sbeforeus, asl under stood themaker of
the mo tion, so that if you ap prove this, we
move immediately to a vote on Calendar
Item 836. If you sup port the previ ous ques
tion, press 1; if you do not, press 2. Please
vote when thelight ap pears. [ Yes, 717; No,
184] Andyou have sup ported theprevi ous
question.

We'll turn to Tom Jack son for sum mary
fromthecommittee.

JACK SON: Thank you, Bishop Muiti. |
think that those on the floor have spo ken e
oquently and well. | do want to point out
that we have just discovered an editorial
print ing er ror in Item No. 3, at the top of
page2060. Let meread that lan guagetoyou
from the ac tual peti tion so you haveit for
your re cords. Num ber 3 should read, “To
deter minethemost ef fectivedesignfor the
work of thegen eral agenciesandtoprovide
implementinglegislationtothe2004 Gen
eral Confer ence.” That’sthepeti tion asit
was sub mit ted, that seemsto beamisprint
in the DCA.

(Continued Next Issue)

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, thank you
very much. We need to vote in order on
these three items. The Stephenson amend-
ment to the amend ment isbeforeyou first.
Thiswould amend the Ervin amend ment. I
you support the Stephenson amendment,
you'd press 1; if not, press 2. Please vote
whenthelight ap pears. [ Yes, 251; No, 652]
And it fails.

What's before you now is the Ervin
amend ment to the main mo tion. If you're
ready to vote, press 1 if you favor the
amend ment; 2 if you do not. Please vote
when thelight ap pears.[ Yes, 282; No, 635]
And thisamend ment failsal so.

What' sbeforeyouisthemainmotion. It
comeswithrecommendationfromthecom
mit teeasamended. We' reready to moveto
the vote now. If you are ready to vote,
please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
784; No, 144] And you ‘ve ap proved this
recommendation. Thankyou.

Weturnto Wil lard Douglas. (Pause) We
arereceiv ing re portsfromthe com mit tee.
We have another item, and Mr. Douglas
will di rect you to the proper place.

WILLARD H. DOUGLAS (Virginia)
BishopMutti, mem bersof theGeneral Con
ference, page 2093, Caendar Item 1191,
Pe ti tion 31329; the text is found on page
780 of the AdvanceDCA. The legidative
committeevotednonconcur rence, because
if we leave here with The Book of Disci-
pline, wewill haveaf firmedthejudi cial ad
ministration process. And therefore, be-
cause of the vague ness of thispeti tion, the
committeevotednonconcurrence.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, calendar
itemisbeforeyoufromcommittee, therec
ommendationisnon con cur rence. Doyou
wishtodebateit?l seenocards. | takeityou
areready to vote. Pleasevotewhenthelight
appears. [Yes, 820; No, 62] And you have
sup ported therec om mendation of noncon
cur rence. All right, we turn to the com mit-
teeagainfor an other motion.

KATHIAUSTINMAHLE (Minnesota):
Thank you Bishop; General Conference
mem bers. We have an other con sti tutional
amend ment that we need to—

BISHOPMUTTI: Y ou may want to iden-
tify your self, so ev ery onewill know you.

MAHLE: Ex cuseme?

BISHOPMUTTI: Y ou may want to iden-
tify your self . ..

MAHLE: Oh, I'm sorry! I'm Kathi Aus-
tin Mahle, and I’'m from the great state of
Minnesota

BISHOPMUTTI: That's’cause | did n't
know how to pro nounce your name, that’s
why | asked youto doit.

(Laughter)

MAHLE: Thanks! | in viteyou to turn to
page 2093, ItemNo. 1192. Thisisfoundon.
.. thisis Peti tion 30806. It'sfound in your
DCA on page 705. Thishasto do with Ar ti-
cle 3 of the Consti tution, andwerec om-
mend con cur renceasamended.beforeyou.

BISHOPMUTTI: All right, it’ s prop erly
beforeyoufromthecommittee. Therecom
men dation iscon cur rencewith an amend-
ment. Y ou wish to speak to it? Green card,
mic 3.

STREIFF: Kathi, | think there is a mis-
print in the DCA. We traced the word for-
merly also. . . in our anend ment.

MAHLE That's correct. Please scratch
theword for merly. Pleasedeleteit.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, you'll note
that cor rection. Any one el sewish to speak
toit? Thisisacon sti tu tional mat ter, soiit
takes two-thirds. The recommendation is
con cur rence asamended. Pleasevotewhen
thelight ap pears. [ Yes, 865; No, 32] And
you have ap proved it with the needed ma-
jority.

MAHLE: Thank you very much.

BISHOP MUTTI: Thank you, Kathi.

DAN IEL SOLIZ (Rio Grande): The next
item ison page 2093, Cal en dar Item 1193;
it's found on page 1891 of the DCA. The
recommendation of the committee is for
concur rence, inor der tomakethedisci plin
ary lan guage con sistent withwhat isac tu-
alyoccurring.
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BISHOP MUTTI: All right, it's before
you, recom mendation of con cur rence. Do
you wish to de bate? | see no cards. We are
ready to vote. Please votewhen thelight ap-
pears. [ Yes, 887; No, 10] And you have ap-
proved it.

BISHOPMUTTI: Danny do you have an
other one now? You're not going to do
1194, al right. Have any morefor the com-
mit tee? All right. Danny Soliz.

SOLIZ: I'm sorry, Bishop. On p. 2093,
Cal endar Item 1194, it’ sp. 714. Therecom-
men dation of the com mit teeisfor con cur-
rence. |’ msorry, non concur rence.

BISHOP MUTTI: It is printed “non con-
cur rence” andthat istherecommendation
fromthecommittee. Y ouwishtodebateit?
Yel low card, go to Mike 6. Go to Mike 5.

SHIRLEY PARRIS(New Y ork): | hateto
be a nick-picker but, that was just moved to
theconsentcal endar.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, your pointis
well taken. If it's ap proved, we don't need
todoit again, | takeit. All right, Christine,
you want to set the scenefor these next two?

CHRISTINE HARMAN (Kentucky):
Thank you, the next item, before we can
hear that, thereisaccordingto General Con
ferencerules, | believe, thereisareport that
isto be heard be fore this next item can be
presented. OnCal endar Item 1195, and that
isareportfromarepresentativeof theGen
eral Council onMinistries. | would ask that
wegiveat tentiontoDr. Car olyn John son.

BISHOPMUTTI: All right. Dr. Johnson.

CAROLYNJOHNSON((NorthIndiana):
Thank you, Bishop, and all mem bers of the
Gen eral Con fer ence. | would call your at-
tentioninyour AdvanceDCA, p. 595. P.
595. Thisisre port no. 4 from the Gen eral
Council on Ministries. And it relatesto a
proposal for the “Research Plan for The
United Methodist Church.” The General
Council onMinistriesispro posing acom-
prehensive research plan for The United
Meth odist Church, consistent withthedis-
ciplinaryresponsi bilitytogiveoversight,to
eval uatetheneeds, to set goals, plan strat e
gies, and to coordinate planning and re-
search for thede nomi nation. Y ou may be
aware that many of thein sti tu tionswithin
thedenomi nationand many of thegeneral
agen cies, each haveasep arateresearch of-
fice. What we have tended to find isthat of-
ten times during the search it is not
coor di nated or that there searchisnot dis-
semi nated aswidely asmight behelpful for
theentiredenomi nation. Sowe' repro pos-
ing four items. Those four items you will
find beginning on p. 596.

The first one is the United Methodist
Com mit teeon Re search and Planning, and

that committee then would have the
responsibilities for determining the needs
fordenomi national publi cation, topublish
results from research that happens about
other denomi nationsbut that hap pensout
sidethedenomi nation, tolook at method ok
ogiesfor UnitedMethodistopinionpanels,
tomaintaininter national demographicpro
fileto The United Meth od ist Church, and
other items as you see listed.

The sec ond major part of that re search
plan would include a United Methodist
“Fo rum for the Fu ture,” and you will see
that on p. 597.

Finally, thelast twowould bethe Gen eral
Council onMinistriesOf ficeof Research,
whichiscur rently in place but thisof fersa
little more detail about how that office
could function in the next quadrennium.
And fi naly, the piece that you might find
themost ex cit ing would beitem #4, which
istheUnitedMethodist Central Conference
Fo rum on Re search. One of theis suesthat
continually is facing the General Council
onMinistriesandfacesthedenomi nationis
that of ten times we base many of our de ci-
sions without adequately done research
prior todoingthat. And par ticularly, if we
be ginto look at the myr iad of is sues that
face central conferences, one might be,
“How does the church ad dressis suesin a
closedcommunistsoci ety?’ Whenwel ook
insituationsof the Af ricaCentral Confer-
ence, what are the needs for lead er ship as
welook at apost-war situation? Aswelook
in Asia, what doesit mean to de velop lead-
er ship, aswelook at global eco nomic struc
tures? And so the ability to have a
coor di natedandcol laborativeresearchpro
jectthatisdevel opedwithinthedenomi na
tion where we can share and use those
resources.

This is a research plan that would have
fundingimpli cationsandsotherefore, even
though the legislative committee over-
whelmingly did agreetoit, it would not ap-
pear on the con sent cal en dar, sothisisthe
reportandif youhavequestions, | wouldbe
glad to re spond to those.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, are there
guestions?| seeno cards. Commit teewish
toput it beforeus?

JOHN COOKE (Western New York):
Thisison p. 2093, Ca endar Item 1195, Pe
tition31392. Ourlegislativecommitteerec
ommends concurrence with reference to
GCFA.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, it is be fore
you with the recommendation of concur-
rence, if you pass it, it'll be referred to
Council onFi nanceand Administration. s
thereade bate. Yes. Pink card. Mike 1.

EWING WERLEIN, JR. (Texas): | think
al of uswould sup port theideaof re search
andbeingwell informed. Weshouldbearin
mind that thisis ahalf-mil lion dol lar item
which | take it is not in the bud get that we
have re ceived from GCFA, isthat cor rect,
Mr. Chair man?

BISHOP MUTTI: We will ask the com-
mittee.

COOKE: That infor mationison p. 599.
General Counsel onMinistrieswill provide
fundsof ap prox i mately $257,000, fromits
2001-2004quadrennial project. Andthenit
is recommended that the necessary addi
tional funds for this research plan of
$475,000 be pro vided by action of the2000
Genera Conference.

WERLEIN: That is the half-mil lion dol-
larsinroundfiguresthat | had noticed andit
seemsto methat giventhenum bersof items
that weareal ready ask ing GCFA to ex am-
ine in the millions of dollars, over and
above the 0-0-1-2% increase that GCFA
hasrec om mended at the out set, we need at
somepointtobegintobringsomedisci plin
ary thought to our votingand I’ d rather sus
pect that thekind of research that weneedto
doat ourlocal churchesand annual confer-
encesand at thegen eral church canbedone
at theestab lished church, con fer ence, and
gen eral boards and agen cieswith the other
ap por tioned funds that we are ex pected to
vote for them. | would bein clined to think
that this might be one of those ar eas where
we could be gin to take note of how much
morewe' readdingtothisbud get. | nstead of
goingup3.5%overthequadrennium,if we
doall of thethingsthat are being pro posed,
that | un der stand are be tween $50-70 mil-
lion, wewill betalk ing about in creased ap-
portionments of 15% and 20% and those
con fer encesun der the new pro posed plan
that are expecting to have no apportion
ments or reduced apportionments are not
goingtohaveany reductions. Other confer
ences are going to have staggering in-
creases. | would sug gest wevoteno on this
one.

BISHOP MUTTI: Speech against. Any-
one wish to speak for concurrence. | see
only one card. Green card, no, no—do you
wish to speak, come to Mike 2

JAMES A. HARNISH: (Florida) Cur -
rently pray ing to St. Jude, thepatron saint of
lost and hopeless causes, But | would move
anamend ment, broth ersand sister, on page
599. | would moveto amend so that the cen+
ter paragraph in that column would read
“the General Council on Ministries will
providefunding fromits 2001 to 2004 qua
drennial budget,” period, and deleteev ery-
thing else. And the motion for the
amendment.



2274

May 11, 2000

BISHOP MUTTI: All Right! Is it sec-
onded? Do you wish to speak to it?

HARNISH: | think the brother here spoke
toit. Somewhere, some body has got to de-
cide how muchwearegoing to pay for and
thisseemsto bewithin themissionand pur-
poseof GCOM. Sur prisingly, that will cor
tinue to exist, and it ought to be funded
there.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, the Harnish
amend ment is be fore you any one wish to
speak against it. | take it you are ready to
vote? The Harnish Amendment is before
you, please vote when the light appears.
[Yes, 589; No, 290] And it car riesand you
have amended the main mo tion that co mes
fromthecom mitteethen. Weareback tothe
main mo tion asit isamended. We had one
speech for and one against, but now we
have a different motion. Yes, over here,
mike 1.

AMY TWIGG (West ern Pennsyl vania):
Bishop, as| hear whatisbeforeuscur rently,
| ask usto think about four years ago, when
indeedwemadeadiscussiononthemission
on the church, and how thispar ticular mo-
tionthat’ sbeforeus, would ask our gen eral
council and ministries to, indeed, look
aboutitslife, our life, thelifeand missionin
reestablishingouridentity under God' scall,
when we havere cently donethat inthelast
four years. Why that would need to be done
in a redundant way, | cannot understand.
Alsowejust gavetotheGeneral Council on
Ministriestheremainder of thework of the
CPT folks and all that was be fore us from
the com mit tee that worked on that at this
General Conference and we don’'t even
know, | don’t think we madethat deci sion
yet, whether the GCOM will continueto ex-
ist. Sol amnotinfavor of themainmotion.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, speech
against. Any one wish to speak for it? The
pink card in the back, Come to mike 8
plesse.

DAVID SEVERE (Oklahoma): | would
liketo point out for those of uswho work at
annud confer encelev elsand work withlo-
cal churches, theresearch part of thisisvery
im por tant. Right now we have alot of scat-
teredresearchgoingon. Itwould helpusat
the annual conference level and working
withthelo cal churches, if thiswereen acted
sothat therecouldbeafo cusof theresearch
of theentiredenomi nation. Sol wouldbein
favor of usap prov ing thiseven though we
may have crip pled it with our last vote. |
would sup portit.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, two for and
two against. Yes, mike 1.

ELIZABETH FENNER  (Missouri
West): | haveaquestion. If thisisap proved,

would this research plan replace the re-
search that isbeing done by such agen cies
asthe Gen eral Board of Global Ministries.

BISHOP MUTTI: Do you want to speak
toit?Carolyn.

COOKE: Nothiscoor di natesthat. Thisis
apart of theregular work of thegeneral con
ferenceministries, thisresearch.

BISHOPMUTTI: All right, main motion
isbeforeyou. We could put thevote, un der
your rules, if youwishtodo so. Wecan have
one more speech. The Green card, All right,
maybe you need to go to amiketo do it, so
that ev ery body will hear the mo tion. Mike
three.

TIMOTHY MCCLENDON (South
Carolina): | wish to move the previous
question.

BISHOPMUTTI: Isthereasec ond? The
previ ousquestionismoved, if youfavor it,
it takes two thirds to pass it. Please vote
whenthelight ap pears.[ Yes, 780; No, 102]
And you have or dered the pre vi ous ques-
tion and will pro ceed to vote then on the
amended mo tion that co mesfrom the com:
mittee. Does the committee wish a fina
Word.

COOKE: | yieldto Dr. Car olyn John son
for our fi nal word.

JOHNSON: Members of the Genera
Confer encel really would urgeyouto vote
for this. | can not tell you how many times|
per son aly, and | think all of you have had
situationswhereyou havebeenincommit
teemeetingsor you havebeeninsituations
and you all, many of you, have said this
phrase, “If only | had more information.”
Butasweliveinainfor mationsoci ety, and
aswetry very hard to make sure that we do
doinformeddeci sonmak ing, itishelpful
to de pend upon and to uti lizethere search
that isavail ablefromthevari ety of places
that wehaveinthedenomi nation, aswell as
beginningtotacklecriti cal issuesand ques
tionsanddoingap propri ateresearch sothat
we can indeed have that information.to
make our decisions so that they are well
founded, but moreim por tantly so that they
bring new mean ing, so that what wedoisto
makeadif fer enceasthedenomi nationas
we live out our lives in this world. Thank
you.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, we are ready
to vote, please vote when the light ap pears.
And you have con curred with the com mit-
tee as you have amended it. [ Yes, 616; No,
298] All Right!

HARMAN: | di rect theGen eral Confer-
ence’ sat tentionto page 2158 con sent Ca-
en dar Item 1379. And un der the pre vi ous
rule just men tioned amo ment ago at this

time | would call Sam Wynnto givein for-
mation about thisitem.

WYNN: Bishop, at the 1996 General
Con fer ence, GCOM wasman dated to pro-
videacoor di natingrolefor aninter agency
port for theNational United Meth odist Na
tive American Center. In September of
1998, GCOM, along with the di rec tors of
theboard of NUMNAC, prepared projected
bud getsand funding pro cesseshased onthe
ministry of thiscenter for the 21" century.
And &fter these projections were put to-
gether there was consultation that took
place with GCF&A as well as with the
Boardof Higher EducationandMinistryin
addition to the General Board of Global
Ministries. Theresultsof thecon sul tation
brought about areview of theministry for
the cen ter for the quad- rennium, en abling
thecenter to project whereitsvi sionwould
befor the fu ture. And in light of those pro-
jectedministriesandfundingrequests, are
newed fund ing pro posal was pre sented to
theBoard of Higher Edu cationand Minis
try, GCF&A, Genera Board of Global
Ministriesaswell astoBHEM. And asare
sult of that, we bring thispeti tion to you for
sup port of the National United Meth od ist
Native Amer i can Cen ter for the new qua
dren nium. Bishop, | would en cour agethe
conferencetoremember that thisisacenter
that is sup ported by the en tire church. And
we have fi nally moved to the level in the
church where its be com ing ainter-agency
center for the pur pose of recruit ing, train-
ing, employing, and engaging Native
Americanministriesinourdenomi nation.

BISHOPMUTTI: All right, thank you for
thereport. Turntothecommitteefor recom
mendations.

HARMAN: Thank you, Bishop. The
committee is recommending concurrence
asamended asfol lows. In ad di tion to that
which had been previ oudly published, ade
tailed bud get has been at tached and that is
on the next page, on p. 2159. We recom
mend con cur renceasamendedwithreferral
to GCFA.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, Caendar
Item 1379isbeforeyou. Recommendation
iscon cur renceasamended. Do youwishto
dis cussit? Pink card, | don’t know which
oneyou'reclosest to. Y ou head to one and
I’ll have one turned on. Mike 1.

JOE P. PEA BODY (North Geor gia): My
under standingisthat wehavearound 9,000
NativeAmeri canUnitedMethodistsandif
my ad di tionis cor rect, with this pro posal
wewill cur rently befunding somethingin
theneighbor hood of $1.5mil lionfor minis
tries for these 9,000 persons. I'll be quite
frank to say I'mcon fused. I’ m not surehow
| ex plain this to the folks at home, if we
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agree to this kind of recommendation. |
need some help from the chair of the com-
mittee that will give us a rationae that
makesthisunder standable.

BISHOPMUTTI: All right, | under stand
that is a speech against. Maybe you'll get
some clarificationas we continue the de-
bate. I sthere someonewho wishesto speak
forit?Yel low card inthe back, the onethat
was seated. | saw theyed low card of the per-
son seated. That’ swhat the rules say but we
really can’t seeyou back there. Mike 8.

LUCILLE VANZANT (Oklahoma):
Thank you, Bishop Fritz be cause many of
the bishops have not seen in the back, but
thank youfor your foresight ed ness.

BISHOP MUTTI: State your name. |
know it but not ev ery body does.

VANZANT: | riseto speak for thiscenter
be cause too long have we put adol lar sign
onpeople. Wehaveinter pret ersthat arein
ter pret ing to maybe only three peo ple, but
they are God's children, just like these
9,000, if that’s all it is. And we have more
than that in Oklahoma. They are God' s peo-
pleand wecan't put apriceon ministering
to God's peo ple. And | just want to thank
the conference for remembering that we
have broth ers and sis ters that don’t equal
thenum ber of themajor ity. But thank God
you're with us! Thank you.

BISHOP MUTTI: Thank you. A speech
in favor. We've had one in favor and one
against. Does any one €else wish to speak?
Any fur ther word?Mr. Wil liam—holdona
min ute, | see agreen card here at mike 4.
Y ou wish to speak against? Comeand state
your posi tion.

PHYLLIS S. FERGUSON (Pacific
Northwest): Earlier in this conferencewe
didavery emotional (for me, that is) act of
repentancefor our sinsagainstdav ery.I'm
not avery emotional per son and thosewho
know me, | don’t cry very easily. But| cried
that evening, because while we were re-
penting for slav ery, | was also think ing of
what we have donefor thein dig e nous peo-
ple of Amer icaand for other im mi grants
who cameearly inthelifeof thiscountry. A
mil liondol larsfor 9,000 peo pleisnot very
much, es pe cially when those of you, and
perhaps | would include myself, have so
much. And asaprevi ous speaker, Lucille,
said“If we' regoingtobeinministry topeo
plewho need for usto min ister with them,
then we need to put our money where our
mouth is.”

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, a speech in
favor. We cantakeoneop posed if someone
wishesto speak in op po si tion. If not, then
we'll moveto the question. Sam Wynn, do
you wish to speak?

WY NN: Thank you, Bishop. | would like
toclarify somestatisti cal datainref er ence
to num bers. | would liketo point out that in
1982 there were 15,000 NativeAmerican
personsinTheUnitedMethodist Church. In
2000 there are over 19,000. In 1982 there
were five per sonswho werein semi nary.
Today wehaveover 40. In 1982 therewere
160 ministries. Today wehaveover 200. In
1982 there were less than 30 persons or-
dained as elders in The United Methodist
Church. To day, there are over 60. And the
list cangoon. | would say tothisconfer ence
that thiscenterismak ing adif fer ence. Peo-
ple'slivesare being trans formed and, un-
lessmy statisticsarewrong, we have more
Native American persons in The United
Meth odist Churchthanany other Protestant
churchinthe U.S.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, thank you. |
think you're ready to vote. It's Calendar
Item 1379. If you passthis, it'll bereferred
automatically for financial consideration.
Please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
816; No, 109] And you have approved.
Now the chair wantsto re nege on the point
of or der awhile ago. Isthat what you were
gonnadoalso?Y ouremem ber at thebegin
ning of thissession the co or di nator of the
calendar lifted items from consideration
from the Con sent Cal en dar. One of those
wasCal endar [tem 1194. Point of or der was
raised say ing it wason the Con sent Cal en
dar. Infact, wehadremoved it at thebegin
ning of thissession, so | think it can be put
for ward to the con fer enceat thistime. Mr.
Soliz, do you want to do that at this time?
Doyouwanttodoit?l’msay ingif youwant
toput 1194 beforeus. That' stheonethat we
started to have Mr. Soliz pres ent and then
therewasapoint of or der and | erred onthat.

HARMAN: Okay.Allright,itisCal endar
Item 1194, p. 2093, Peti tion 30088 found on
p. 714 of theAdvanceDCA. Thecommittee
recommendsnonconcurrence.

BISHOPMUTTI: All right, it sprop erly
beforeyouthen. Doyouwishto discussit?
Yel low card, cometo mike4. It'sgreen, is
n'tit?

ARDITH ALLREAD (CdiforniaNe
vada): Earlier in the conference we had
asked present erstogiveusabrief statement
for their rationale. It doesn’t haveto bea
speech, but astate ment would, | think, help
us to know how to vote.

BISHOPMUTTI: Oneof thethingsthat’s
con fusing for usright now be cause part of
that mo tion was aso not to do that if there
were a cer tain num ber of per sons. But if
you'dliketo haveit per hapswe could have
the committee per son ad dressit. Do you

want to give us a brief word on that Chris-
tine?

HARMAN: The rationale was that it
would keep us clos est to the day of uniting
and that was the date that was re ferred to.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, one of you
with the green card. Mike 4.

JOSHUA A. ELLIOTT (West Ohio):
Per haps|’ mstill confused ontheissue, but
frommy under standingit wasif therewere
ten votes against any thing, or ten votes or
less, thenitwasleft ontheconsent cal endar
and not off, which would mean we would
not have to deal with this at thistime.

BISHOP MUTTI: Aswe ex plained ear-
lier it was the time fac tor that caused us to
have to lift that to day. | think we can deal
with this pretty quickly. Probably faster
than we can de bate whether or not it should
be on the con sent cal en dar. So why don’t
welet us put the question and make the de-
cison. Anybody wish to speak for or
against changing thedate. Intheback, come
tomike 7.

(Pause)

RILEY CASE (NorthIndi and): | per sor+
aly would like to mark that experience
whichini tially launched usasamove ment
May 24 and | would prefer that really over
against what | would call auniondate. So |
would liketo sup port non con cur rence and
rather thepeti tionasitorigi naly was.

BISHOP MUTTI: Thank you. A speech
against therecommendationof thecommit
tee. Down herein front. Mike 2.

(Pause)

NANCY L. DENARDO (West ern Penn-
syl vania): | satinthissubsectionandwede
bated many different dates, but we came
back to the datein April based on theword-
ing in our Bookof Disci plinein Section 268,
Her i tage Sunday, and itisthat, “Her i tage
Sunday shall be ob served on April 23, the
day of 1968, when The United Methodist
Church was created by the union of The
Evangelical United Brethren Church and
TheMethodist Church.” Andthereasonbe
ing, we did not want to par tic u larly lift up
the May date and just Wesleyantradition
be causethere are so many her i tages of our
church, in clud ing our black churches, that
we felt could be encompassed by staying
with the date in April.

BISHOPMUTTI: All right. In sup port of
the committee’'s recommendationof non-
concurrence, if anyone else wishes to
speak, we've had one for and one against.
All right, | think you' re ready to vote. The
recommendation is nonconcurrence. Y ou
push oneif youwishto sup port thecommit-
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tee, two if you do not. Please vote when the
light appears. [Yes, 754; No, 135] And
you'’ ve sup ported the com mit tee’ srec om-
mendation.

HARMON: That concludesour presenta
tionthisaf ter noon.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right. If the com-
mit tee mem berswill just hold here, maybe
take a seat. This is going to take a little
while, | think. We've, uh, this has been
pretty easy. It’sgo ing to get more com pli-
cated now becausewe' vegot areport from
the Judi cial Council asyourequested. It's
gotsev era impli cationstoit. Oneof which
cameback and was con sid ered by the com-
mit tee, | think, and it's the chair’s un der-
standing that Mr. Douglas would be
rec og hized now to sub mitamotionfor re
consideration.(Pause) Y ou want to read the
rul ing first? All right. Well, weweretry ing
to de cidewhat’ sthe best way to do thisand
wedon’twanttoconfuseyou. Thesecretary
wouldreadtherulingfromJudi cial Council
and maybe Ms. Mar shall identify the peti-
tionthat wenttotheJudi cial Council sothat
we' Il knowwhichonewe rerespondingto.

CAROLYNMARSHALL: ThisisJudi-
cia Council deci sion No. 888. Itisthere-
quest from the General Conference for a

declar atory deci siononthemeaning, appli
cationandef fect of theadoption of Peti tion
31789asitrelatestotheelectionof aper son
totheJudi cial Council tofill theremaining
four years of an existing eight-year term.
TheconclusiontowhichtheJudi cial Coun
cil cameisthis. TheGenera Confer enceby
its own ac tion in the adop tion of Peti tion
31789GJ2602D hasnegatedtheelection of
theper sontofill theremainingfour yearsof
the eight-year term.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, the chair un-
der standstherul ing, thenthecoun cil hasde
clared that the vacancy was not thereand we
havenot, uh, we' vevotedim properly. Then
we need to see what we do next and we're
goingtotry to do that with thismotion from
Mr. Douglas.

WILLARD H. DOUGLAS (Virginia):
Bishop Mutti and mem bers of the Gen eral
Confer ence. | votedintheaf fir mativeon
Cal en dar Item 623 and | will call your at-
ten tion to page 1991 of the DCA. The cor-
responding text is found in the Advance
DCA on page 733. Thisisamotion for re
consider ation. If | get asec ond, Bishop, |
would like to speak to it.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, | hear asec
ond. You may speak.

DOUGLAS: On May 9, thisyear, which
was yesterday, the General Conference
adoptedthat Cal endar Item 623 whichison
page 1991. Thiscamefromthe Gen eral and
Judicial Administrative Legislative Com-
mittee which removed the mandatory re-
tirement age. Thelanguageintheorigi na
peti tion containsthelan guagethat the peti-
tionshall becomeef fectiveuponadoption.
But asyou can no tice, thereisno such lan-
guage on page 733 of theAdvanceDCA and
so, therefore, we only have one copy in our
committeeandtheitemof theef fectivedate
was not given to the sub com mit tee or the
sub committeedid not deal withit, nor wasit
discussedintheplenary of thelegislative
committee. And so, wefeel that it would be
proper for usto re con sider that mat ter and
then | would haveacou pleof other motions
whichwouldrescinditandtoreferitback to
thedudicial...General andJudicial Admin
istrative Committee to determine what
should be the effective date, whether it's
immedi ate or whether it would ap ply next
year.

BISHOP MUTTI: All right, Mr. Douglas
didvoteforit, it'sprop erly made. Istherea
secondforreconsider ation?All right. Itis
debat able. Let’ shear what the house hasto
say. Question? All right, where are you?
Y es? Green card, go to mike 4.



