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For those of us who have two big left feet, is n’t it wonder ful to ex pe ri ence such grace and har mony in move ment? I
want you to know that the last 24 hours have been in cred i ble
to me per son ally. Yes ter day morn ing, Danny re minded you
of my claim to fame, the stat ure of five feet and 18 inches.
And then, if that were not enough, I checked through the
Plain Dealer yes ter day to see what we’ve been up to and discov ered my name in the head lines on the en ter tain ment page.
It says, Loopy and Looney. And I want you to know that
“Looney” is in larger type than “Bat man,” “Su per man,” and
“Daffy,” and now I get to preach at Gen eral Con fer ence.
The lon ger I live, the more ex cited I am about preach ing
be cause preach ing is not talk ing. Preaching in those rare and
won der ful mo ments be comes a chan nel for the liv ing God.
And I would hope this morn ing that you will not be check ing
up on what phrases I might use to help your cau cus, but I
hope you will be lis ten ing for some word from the liv ing God
be cause God still speaks through im per fect in stru ments. And
what a bless ing that would be in this mo ment to day.
The church has blessed me in far greater mea sure than I
could ever have dreamed or hoped. And one of the spe cial
bless ings has been to serve the last eight years as a part of the
Gen eral Coun cil on Fi nance and Ad min is tra tion. In the provi dence of God, di rec tors and staff have come to gether who
seem com mit ted to serv ing the church and be ing good stewards of the church’s re sources. But I pray to day that each one
of us may recognize anew that we are stewards of God’s
man i fold grace, and that we are ac count able for what we do
with what we have re ceived. But not only ac count able, we
are priv i leged to share with the world what we have re ceived.
As you look at this mar vel ous text from First Pe ter, you
see first of all that we are re cip i ents of man i fold grace. We
are stew ards who will be called to an ac count, and we are
chan nels of the mag nif i cent gifts and grace of God. When I
was a young preacher, somebody said, “You better never
read one of Clovis Cha pel’s ser mons be cause you can’t ever
preach it any other way.” It’s so clear and log i cal and bib lical. Well, I’m a little sorry that I bothered to read Father
John’s ser mons on stew ard ship. Be cause they’re so grip ping
and com pel ling that I can’t get away from them. And you
won’t know for sure whether I’m talk ing or Fa ther John is
talk ing this morn ing.
We want to pause a mo ment to day and re mem ber that
we have re ceived far more than we could ever de serve or
dream of. God’s bless ings not only have to do with money,
but they have to do with life and thought and af fec tion and
gift. We are, of all peo ple, most blessed. Think about God’s
gift of ma te rial gifts: food and lodg ing and cloth ing. Think of
God’s spe cial gifts of tal ent, not only beauty and rhythm, but

intelligence and personality, and strength and health. And
then God gave us that most pre cious gift of an in fi nite spirit
re flect ing the wis dom and knowl edge and mem ory of God.
And God has en trusted to us af fec tions such as love or hate,
de sire or aver sion, fear or hope. And we are re spon si ble for
the way we nur ture and use, or abuse, these gifts.
Wesley’s strongest words were reserved for money.
And he talked about how we are to gain. You re mem ber that
won der ful tril ogy; “Gain all you can, save all you can, and
give all you can.” But Wes ley made it clear, that as we seek to
gain, we must never abuse these pre cious bod ies that God has
given us. Nor must we ever abuse the pre cious neigh bor that
God has placed around us. There is no place to use or mis use
a hu man be ing for our gain. Wes ley’s em pha sis led in great
vi tal ity to an emerg ing mid dle class in Eng land.
But we have learned all too well, the sec ond part of Wesley’s trilogy: save all you can. And sometimes we think
that’s the end of life. But we fail to rec og nize that when Wesley talked about sav ing, he was not talk ing about bank ac counts or in vest ments. He was talk ing about the fact that we
have no right to squan der God’s gifts, and we have no right to
mis use God’s gifts. He was re ally talk ing about a sim ple lifestyle. How much is enough? How much is too much?
We have be come highly ag i tated in The United Meth odist Church about re serves. And a part of our re spon si bil ity in
GCFA, along with the agen cies in GCOM, was to look at reserves. What is an ac cept able level? What is an ex trav a gant
level? And that pro cess has just be gun. But I have n’t heard
many peo ple talk ing about per sonal re serves. We have been
blessed by a boom ing econ omy. Even I have got ten in terested in the stock mar ket when I re al ized my pen sion was involved in the stock mar ket. And I’ve be come pain fully aware
that my own per sonal re serves must be ex pended in light of
God’s ex pec ta tion. Be cause we have been given so much, we
have a spe cial re spon si bil ity to God and to one an other.
Wesley used a startling analogy long before trans planted organs and re con nected hands. He said that “Suppose that you had hands and feet and eyes that could be
shared with those in want, but in stead you locked them up in
a chest and amused your self with your col lec tion. Would you
not be an in hu man wretch? If, in stead of seek ing to win eternal sal va tion through your gen er os ity, you just kept in your
chest these gifts, you would be mad.” Then he said, “If you
hoard in your chest re sources that would be re stored to God
through the poor, you are an in hu man wretch. And if your desire for eternity re volves around your collection, you are
mad.”
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Well, I con fess to you that it’s very easy to be come in human and to be mad in the ac cu mu la tion of things for ourselves. Wes ley said “Ask not about the tithe, ask not about
even a third, ask not even about a half. But rec og nize that every thing you have and ev ery thing you are is a gift from God,
and for that you and I are ac count able.”
And it’s not only a per sonal mat ter. Those of us who
serve on agen cies, those of us who live by ex pense ac counts,
can get used to a cul ture of ex trav a gance. And we can as sume
that we de serve a gour met meal, that we thrive on un nec essary trips, and that the church owes us some thing for our time
and en ergy. We are stew ards of all God’s re sources. How do
you use your imag i na tion? How do you use your voice? How
do you use your af fec tions for the will of God?
And, fi nally, this won der ful text re minds us that we’re
not only re cip i ents, we’re not only stew ards, but we are channels. We are, of all peo ple, most priv i leged to be able to funnel what has been given to us to oth ers. If we are care less in
our stew ard ship, we not only rob God, we not only rob the
neigh bor that God would bless through us, but we cor rupt our
own souls. Have you no ticed that the more peo ple make, the
less they give? If peo ple make $10,000 or less, their per centage of giv ing is higher than if they make $75,000 or more.
That is pa thetic. And we United Meth od ists rank nearly at the
bot tom of our giv ing, among the ma jor re li gious groups in
Amer ica. And we are not poor. We have al lowed our de sire
for things and po si tion and pres tige to cor rupt our very soul.
And we are the loser, not the gainer. We are the loser.
May I share a rather per sonal ex am ple. My mom and
dad lived for oth ers. My dad was a Meth od ist preacher who
al ways served min i mum sal ary sit u a tions when he was not a
con fer ence evan ge list. And our home was al ways filled with
mis sion ar ies on leave, with evan ge lists. And there was a passion in their life and heart for oth ers. In the ‘70s, my dad retired af ter 45 years of ser vice, and Mom and Dad had set up
what they called “The Looney Foun da tion.” And for the next
20 years they raised more than a mil lion dol lars for mis sions.
My dad bur ied dogs; he raised cat nip; he raised ex otic veg e-
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ta bles; he col lected tin cans (their yard was an em bar rassment).
One of my fond mem o ries, the first Christ mas I went
home after being elected a bishop, my father said to me:
“Now boy, you may be the bishop in South Georgia, but
when you come to this house you’re my son, and you’ll do as
I tell you.” And I said, “Yes, sir.” And his or der was that I get
a plas tic bag and go out into the ditches around Emory, Virginia, and pick up aluminum cans for missions. And you
know, that was fun. I did n’t feel very dig ni fied; I did n’t feel
very pomp ous. But I col lected cans for my fa ther.
I came back to South Geor gia and wrote a lit tle ar ti cle
about that. And a small church with a part-time preacher
picked up on that, and they col lected enough alu mi num cans
to send $1,600 to the Meth od ist Home for Children. I won der
what would hap pen if we could catch that kind of pas sion to
use and mul ti ply our gifts. As the writer to Ephe sians said,
“To thieves, straighten up so you can give to the needy.” We
need to re store what we have been given to God through the
needy.
The story has a won der ful end ing. My mom lived into
her late 80s, my dad lived into his 90s. And I think a part of
the rea son they lived so long was that they had so much to
live for. There was such ex cite ment in their life to turn another dol lar, to find an other can, to bury an other dog, that
some body might have med i cine for lep rosy, that some one
might have a drug for dis ease. And I’m look ing for ward to
retirement to discover what the church has done for me
through their in vest ments so I can con tinue to be a chan nel of
bless ing to oth ers.
Would you sit up on your tip toes for a min ute? Would
you re mem ber who you are? You are a re cip i ent of the man ifold grace of God! Are you thankful? Will you remem ber
that you are ac count able to God for ev ery tal ent, ev ery emotion, ev ery af fec tion, ev ery dol lar that you have? And will
you say to God “Show me. Show me the joy of gen er os ity.”
May God bless us. May God make us grate ful. And may God
use us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

