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Proceedings of the 2000 General Conference
of The United Methodist Church

Corrections

DCA,p1782,col umn1l, paragraphl:
DALE SEGREST (Alabama-West

Florida) should be ROLAND
SIEGRIST (AustrianProvi sional)

DCA 958, and this particular oneison
adding “dl covenant relationships’ re-
garding examinations for deacons. The
committee recommends nonconcur
rence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Are there

questions? If you'll sup port the rec om-

Continued fromp. 2010)

WIL SON: Our next cal en dar itemison
thevery same page, 1848, inyour DCA. Itis
Item 167, Peti tion 30409; in your Advance
DCA, on page 979. Thisison “In capac ity
leaveresulting from healthmat tersand dis-
abil ity condi tions,” and our committeerec
ommendsconcurrence.

BISHOPHENDERSON: Arethere ques-
tions from the body? All right, if you will
supporttherecommendationfromthecom
mit tee, press 1; if you do not sup port, press
2. Please votewhen the light ap pears. [ Yes,
878; No, 34.] By avote of 96.3%, you have
votedtosup porttherecommendationfrom
thecommittee.

WIL SON: Our next peti tionison 1848, it
is Item 168, Petition 30916; in your Ad-
vance DCA, 978. Thisis on the sub ject of
“Before aleave is granted, clergy shall be
appointed for at least one quadrennium,”
and thecom mit tee voted and rec om mends
nonconcurrence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Questions? If
you' |l supporttherecommendationfromthe
committeefornonconcur rencepressy. If you
do not so sup port press 2. Please vote when
the light appears. [Yes, 799; No, 113]
Eighty-seven-point-six percent is your rec-
ommendation for support for nonconcur
rence.

WIL SON: Our next item is 169, at the
bot tom of 1848, and therest of that isonthe
top of 1849. Peti tion 30741, Advance DCA
957. The com mit teerec om mends con cur-
rence with amend ment asfol lows: “es pe-
cially mem bers of the Churches of Christ
Uniting.” The com mit tee voted in con cur-
rencewith amend ment.

BISHOPHENDERSON: Arethere ques-
tions? If you'll support the recommenda
tion from the committee for concurrence
please press 1. If you do not so support,
press 2. Please vote when thelight ap pears.
[Yes, 851; No, 57] By avote of 93.7% you
havevotedto sup port therecommendation
fromthecommittee.

WIL SON: Our nextitemis170, found on
p. 1849. Peti tion num ber is30638 Advance

mendation from the committee please

press 1; if you do not support press 2.
Please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
772; No, 141] By avote of 84.6%you have
votedtosup porttherecommendationfrom
thecommittee.

WILSON: On the very same page the
nextcal endaritemis171. Thepeti tionnum
ber is 30640. The Advance DCA page is
962. This is regarding“all covenantrela
tionships regarding examinations of el -
ders” The committee recommends
nonconcurrence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, are
therequestions?| donot seeacard. If you'll
sup porttherecommendationfromthecom
mitteepress1;if youdonot sup port press2.
Please vote when the light appears. By a
vote of 84.8% Yes, 764; No, 137] you have
votedtosupporttherecommendationof the
committee.

WILSON: On the very same page the
Calendar Item 172. Petition number is
30050. Your Advance DCA page is 968.
Thesubject wasdeletingwordsineffective
relationship. Thecommitteerecommended
non-concurrence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, are
there questionsto the chair? | do not seea
card. If you'll sup porttherecommendation
from the com mit tee, press 1; if you do not
sup port, press 2. Please votewhen thelight
appears. [Yes, 862; No, 48] A vote of
94.7%.Y ou have voted to sup port the rec-
ommendationfromthecom mitteefor non
concurrence.

WILSON: Bishop, that concludes our
items from yesterday’s DCA. Thank you
very much.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thanks, Miss
Wil son, and thanksto the other of fi cers of
your com mit tee. Thank you.

(Applause)

LegislativeCommittee
onGlobal MinistriesReports

BISHOPHENDERSON: Thenextlegis
lativecommitteeisGlobal Ministries; Miss
Christine Dean Kedlsisthechair.

CHRISTINE DEAN KEELS (Balti-
more-Washington):  Good  morning,
Bishop.

BISHOPHENDERSON: Good morning.

KEELS: The Commit teeon Globa Min
istrieswill be pre sent ing from page 1848.
My vice-chair is Reverend Y oungsook
Kang, from the Rocky Moun tain Con fer-
ence; my secretary isJerry Russell, fromthe
Holston Con fer ence. Inthe spirit of shared
leadership, in future days you will hear
fromthevice-chair and the secretary. This
morning, I’dliketo call on Paul Ervin, who
chaired the Sub commit teeon Com mu nity
andEcumeni cal Relations,and Phyl lisFer
gu son, who chaired Peace and Justice Com-
mit tee, towalk usthrough the peti tions.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you.

PAUL ERVIN (North Geor gia): Cal en
dar Item 160, page 1848. This is a peti-
tion—on page 914, was Petition number
31381; 31381. If you'll turn to that page,
therewasarelated peti tionwhichwill come
up later on which concurrence is recom
mended, this particular petition we're
on—and that, incidentally, is Petition
31731 on page 916. This peti tion, though,
that we' recur rently look ing at relatestothe
sup port of thelnter national Day of Prayer,
andit—it wasvoted non con cur rence. Non-
concurrence. Now, this is Petition31381.
Thereason, the main reason was, aswe ur-
derstood it—it was a close vote—but the
main reason it was voted non con cur rence
related to the specif icsmentionedinthat
resolution relating to countries. But we
movednonconcurrence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right. Are
there questionsto Mr. Ervin? Yes. | do not
seeacard. | do not seeacard. If you'll sup-
porttherecommendationfromthecommit
tee, please press 1; if you do not support,
press 2. Please vote when the light ap pears.
[Yes, 778; No, 139.] By a vote of 84.8%,
you voted to sup port therecommen dation
from the committee for nonconcurrence.
Y es?Y ou may pro ceed.

PHYL LIS S FERGU SON (Padific- North-
west): Thenext peti tionispeti tion onpage
1848, Cal en dar Item 164, in the Advance
[sic, Volume 4] DCA, it's on page 1848.
Thepeti tionnumberis31715[sic, 31751].
Thepeti tionconcernssupportingthelifting
of economic sanctions against Iraq. The
committee voted concurrence because of
what these sanctionsdo to very poor women
andchil dren.
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BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, are
therequestionsfromthebody?1 do not seea
card. If you'll supporttherecommendation
from the com mit tee, please press 1; if you
donotsupporttheir recommendation, press
2. Please vote when the light ap pears. [ Yes,
703; No, 213.] By a vote of 76.7%, you
votedtosup porttherecommendationfrom
thecommittee, for concurrence. Yes.

KEELS: Bishop, this con cludes our re-
port for thismorning.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right. Let's
expressour appreci ationtothiscommittee.

(Applause)

You've done a great deal this morning,
andwearein deed grateful toyou, not only
for what you' vedone, but for thewon der ful
spirit under whichyou’ vedoneit. Wehave
somean nounce mentsat thistime, andwe' |
get ready for those, and we have some spe-
cia wordsthat you needto hear injustamo-
ment. First of al, there is an urgent
resolutionthat comesfromthePhil ip pines
about the peaceand or der situation. Where
isJoe Sam son, whereareyou?Back, would
you go to mikefive, please? From the Kan-
sasdel egation. Bishop Arichea, whereare
you? Would you come down for just amo-
ment, pleasesir, asthisisbeing pre sented?
Y es, would you come down, pleasesir? All
right, you may proceed at mike number
five.

ResolutiononPeaceand Conflict
inthePhil ippines

ANGELITO G. SAMSON (Kansas
East): | move to sus pend the rulesfor the
pur poseof presentingthisresolutiononthe
peace and conflict situationinthePhil ip-
pines.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right.
That'samotionto suspendtherules. If you
will so sup port, press 1; if you do not wish
for therulestobesuspended, press2. Please
votewhenthelight ap pears. Thisrequiresa
two-thirds vote. [Yes, 859; No, 41] A vote
of 95.4%, therulesare suspended. Y ou may
proceed.

SAM SON: Resolution onthe peaceand
conflictsituationinthePhil ippines. Were
joicewiththereported rescue of thefif teen
hostages previously held by extremists
Muslim rebels of the Abu Sayyaf group.
But with them were four dead, a priest and
threeteach ers. We sharethe ag ony of those
21 hostagesfrom Sipadan Islandin Malay-
sia, among them, French, German,Leba
nese, South African, Finnish, and
Malaysian nationals who face continuing
uncertainties. Welament theout break of vi-
olenceinvolvingMuslimrebelsinthel4lo
calities of Mindanao, including those in

Sulu and Basilan islands. And so, we are
grimly reminded of what we stand for as
membersof TheUnitedM ethodist Church.

Whereas “individuals are affirmed by
God in their di ver sity, so are nationsand
cul tures”; and“whilerecognizingvaliddif-
ferencesincul tureandpoliti cal philosophy,
westand for justiceand peaceinev ery” sit
uation[1996 Book of Disci pline, paragraph
69, section A]. Whereas, “webelievewar is
incompati blewiththeteachingsandex am
ple of Chrigt. . . . and insist that the first
moral duty of all nationsisto re solve by
peaceful meansev ery disputethat arisesbe
tween or among them; that hu man val ues
must out weigh mil i tary claimsasgov ern-
ments determine their priorities’ [1996
Bookof Disci pline, par. 69C].

Be it hereby re solved, that the Gen eral
Confer ence2000 of TheUnitedMethod st
Churchex pressitsprayer that hostil i tiesbe
gin to cease, for there are only losers in
wars, and those who claim to be victors
must livewiththethreat of vi olentrepri sals
in an unending cycle of vengeance; that
food, medi cines, clothing, and saferef uge
been sured by al par tiesto thosewhoselife
are in their hands, and that humanitarian
agen ciesbeal lowed to carefor them un il
the ultimate return of peace in their dis-
turbed lands; that we join all with this our
resolutionof theconflictsand sor rows—

BISHOPHENDERSON: Sir, you'll need
to sum—sum up your recommendation,
please. Please sum it up.

SAM SON: —that we call upon al peo-
plestorec og nize one an other, to bein com
mu nity with each other, inthe hope of ajust
worldor der,upholdinghow all per sonsand
groups must feel secure in their life and
righttolivewithinasoci ety if or deristobe
achieved and main tained by law, and if we
especialy ex pressthishopeto both Chris-
tians and non-Christians aike, we must
leavetherigorsof thesov er eignPhil ippine
community. Thank you.

BISHOPHENDERSON: All right, thank
you. If youwish by thebody torespondwith
the vote to affirm your recommendation,
press 1; if you do not sup port thisre quest,
press 2. Please vote when thelight ap pears.
[Yes, 848; No, 53.] By vote of 94.1%, you
havevotedtosupporttherecommendation.
Thank you.

Danger ousStuation
inS erraLeoneReported

BISHOP HENDERSON: The next item
isasimi laritem. Whereisthedel egatewho
brought methenewspaper clipping?Where
is Bishop Humper? Bishop Humper, where
are you, sir—from Sierra Leone? Would
you please comedowninlikewisefashion

as did Bishop Arichea? This is about our
situationthatisveryexplosiveinSierraLe
one. Where' sthedel e gate who brought me
this news pa per clip ping? Where are you?
Right here. Would you go to mike one and
say just abrief word to us? Then we'll turn
tothesecretary for announcements.

DIANE NUNNELEE (Missouri West
Conference): | just request that we ask
Bishop Humper to bring us are port on our
brothersandsistersinSi erral eone—asthe
peace process seems to be falling
apart—andthenfor ustobeledin prayer for
thisdesper atesituationof thel ossof peace.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you.
BishopRay Chamberlainisgoingtoleadus
in prayer a the benedictioninjust afew
min utes, so hecanbein clusivein that re-
quest to Almighty God. Thank you very
much. Bishop Humper, you want to say a
word to us. Please, sir.

BISHOP HUMPER: Thank you, Bishop.
Delegates of this great United Methodist
Church, without wasting much of your
time, | would only want to share with you
whereweareat thispointintry ingthepeace
processinSi erraLeone.

OnJuly 7,1999, af ter nineyearsof brutal
warinSi erraLeone, theinter national com
munitytogetherwiththelntel li genceCoun
cil of Si erraLeonemanagedtohaveapeace
agreement signed in Lomé, Togo, between
the government of Sierra Leone and the
Rev olutionary United Front led by Cor po-
ral Foday Sankoh. Asaresult of that doc u-
ment the United Nations put to gether the
processwhereby sustainablepeacecouldbe
achievedin Si erraLeone. Theul ti matere-
sult was to send in 11,100 United Na tions
peacekeeping forcesin Si erraLeone, and
with this withdrawal of ECOMOG that’'s
helpingthegov ernment of Si erraL eoneto
prosecutethewar.

Though the Demobilization, Disarma
ment, and Reintegration (DDR) process
wasgoing onvery slowly, what our peo ple
inSi erraLeonewere hopeful thatintheho-
ri zontherearesignsof hopefor sustainable
peace. Sud denly, af ter thefi nal with drawal
of ECOMOG onApril 29, thispast Mon day
therebel leader Cor poral Foday Sankohor-
dered his boys, the re bel boys, to ar rest or
de tain some of the United Nations peace-
keepingforce. Upto thispoint of speak ing,
on Tuesday, four peacekeeping forces,
coming prob ably from Kenya, werekilled
andthreewoundedwiththedetention of the
heli copter anditscrew.

Yester day we learned that four of those
crew mem bers, to gether with the heli cop-
ter, werereleased. ButaGambian-Zambian
contin gent of 208 washead ing for Makeni
where you have the greater force shown of
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rebel forcesfor de ploy ment at the United
Nations peace keep ing force. The 208, to-
gether withtheir ar mored carsand ammu ni-
tions, were seized. At this point in time,
accordingtoinformationwehavereceived,
over 300 United Na tions forces are in the
hands of the rebels. And, it is not known
what the state of those peo pleisat thismo-
ment. We have learned that the interna
tional commu nity—
BISHOPHENDERSON: Ex cuseme, ex-
cuse me, Bishop Humper.
BISHOP HUMPER:
membersthere—

BISHOP HENDERSON: Excuse me,
Bishop. How does a hishop tell another
bishop that the timeis up? | don’t know.

(Laughter)

—have sent in

But, | respect fully remindyou, sir, that
the time has ex pired. If you could wrap up
your state ment to us, please, sir, we would
be grate ful. I'm so sorry. Just, just a con-
cluding statement or two, the body will
surely accept.

BISHOP HUMPER: In conclusion,
(Laughter, Applause) the peace pro cessis
fragilein Si erraLeone. | would hope and
pray that theinter national community will
do more to help one man—who is hold ing
thewhole nation to ran som—to seereason
andtobring peaceinthat landismy submis-
sion, Mr. Chair man. | thank you.

BISHOP HENDERSON: We thank you.
(Applause)

We thank you, sir. We thank you very
much, and Bishop Cham ber lain will surely
remem ber that injust afew mo ments. Y es,
mike number 6, please. Mike number 6.
Yes?Yes, sSir.

EDWARD KAIL: (lowa Conference)
Thank you, Bishop.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Mr. Kail.

KAIL: Beforewead journ, could you re-
mind usof thepro cessfor liftingitemsfrom
theConsent Cal endar?

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right. The
legidative committeebringingthat report
would make those in the form of recom
mendationstothebody. Thepresiding of fi-
cer will present that recommendation, and
thebody will sorespond—toliftitemsfrom
thecon sent cal endar. Arethereother ques-
tionsfrom the body? I'll, I’ll turnto my big
brothers in the episco pacy and seeif I've
stated that cor rectly. Thatiscor rect ac cord-
ing to Bishop Thomas and Bishop Looney.
All right, our secretary, Mrs. Mar shall.

Car olynMar shall TurnsUptheHeat

CAROLYN MARSHALL: Severa an-
nounce ments, Bishop, first onebeing, any-
one interested in attending the Africa
University Choir concert at the United
Meth odist Church of Bereaisrequested to
seeDawn BarbaraSwartz between 1:30and
2:00 this afternoon at the information
booth. There will be an at tempt to try to
work outcar-pool ingpossi bil i ties. Wanting
to let you know since some sev eral of you
have beenvery will ingto sharethefact that
some of you are very warm, and some of
you are very cold.

(Laughter)

And if you've ever tried making com-
fort-control ex actly per fect for thisnum ber
of peo ple, you know the possi bil ity is—of
having it perfect is probably not there.
However, this is to advise you that the
blow ershave been turned down. At thispar-
ticularpoint—

(Applause)

whileyou arerejoicing at that, let metell
youthat thereare—thereisabsolutely noair
mov ing on the stage,

(Laughter)

andthereisnoair-condi tioningup hereat
all. Thebishopsbehindthisparticulartable
will be even more un com fort able, and we
are sitting under heavy lights with abso-
lutely no air. So at least remember that if
you feel abit more com fort able.

(Laughter)

BISHOP HENDERSON: | don't think
you ought to tell them that; they may want
to turn the lights up.

(Laughter)

MARSHALL: An other point: All sub-
committeesof Fi nancial Administration,
the Financial Administration legislative
committee will meet in the committee
room one and a half hours af ter ad journ-
ment of thisplenary—all sub commit tees
of financial interpretation.

RecognizingPrayer Concerns

Then, just aword to sim ply share and of-
fer the services of the secretarial staff.
Acrossthelast sev eral days, and | can seeit
coming even more as we go into this last
week—yes, wehaveaweek to go—per sons
have come expressing their concern, and
right fully so, about per sonsintheir del ega
tion who have had to go home, who are not

here because of an emergency, either of
their own—physical—something to do
with somebody in their family who has
passed away—you can imag ine the mul ti-
tude of con cernsinabody of thissize—and
asking that we as a body of concerned
ChristiansmeetinginthisGeneral Confer-
encewould shareour loveand concernwith
them. I've got sev eral piecesof paper with
names and so forth on them and the spe cif-
ics. If you would like to have that done for
whomeverisinyour del egationwhowould
be so af fected, and you would get the name
tomeonapieceof paper—pleasedon’t stop
meinthe hall—I’1l be glad to take the piece
of pa per there, but men tion anamein the
hall and say youwill remem ber that—that’ s
alittle hard to do. If you'll put it on apiece
of paper and handitto me, if thead dressis
thesameasisinthehandbook for del egates,
we can look that up very sim ply. If it' s dif-
fer ent, let us know. But we will be glad to
respond to those con cerns from all of us
gathered here as a Genera Conference.
Bishop, that completestheannouncements.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you
very much, Madame Secretary. Where is
Micheline Baussam from Haiti? Would you
stand, please?Y ouwerenot rec og nized the
other night, Tues day—the other day when
our special guestsand del egateswererec-
ognized, vice-president of the Methodist
Church of theCaribbean andthe Ameri cas
Concordat Church from Haiti. You are
more than wel come. We are glad you are
here to join us. Would you greet greet her
0.

(Applause)

Thank you, del egates, for that won der ful
ap plausefor asister of ours. Let meex press
to Bishop James S. Thomas and Bishop
Richard Looney my ap preci ationfor serv-
ing as back upsfor the pre sid ing chair this
morning.

This has been avery, very special honor
for me. Just the site on which we gather is
ex tremely special. Cleveland, Ohio, ismy
sec ond home. My family, many mem bers
of my fam ily, moved here dur ing the for-
ties—themid-for tiesand early fif ties—and
three out of five boys of the Henderson clan
settledhereinCleveland. Many of theseare
now goneontotheChurch Tri umphant, and
| havebitter and sweet memoriesof thiscity
aswegather here. | ex pressed to amem ber
of the Committee on Presiding Officers,
“Please don’t do that to me. Don't sub mit
my name”; and it was done any way. | will
deal with that preacher later.
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(Laughter)

Butit hasbeenasignal honor, and | want to
thank you, mem bersof the Gen eral Confer-
encede egation, for being sospecia and so
dear. Thereis noth ing on this earth that we
cannotaccomplishasTheUnitedMethodist
Church if we ever set our mindsin the right
di rection; andwe'redoing that. And let me
express to you my appreciation. Bishop
Thomashasbeen abishopfor 36 years. | was
therewhen he was el ected on the cam pus of
Bethune-Cookman Col lege in 1964. | was
obvioudy a very, very, very, very young
preacher.

(Laughter)

Bishop Noah W. Moore was presiding
when the read ing of the bal lot took place.
He has been in the trenches a long time.
He's a hero, not just of mine, but of many
others gathered here and scat tered across
the face of the earth. Bishop Richard
Looney has given tremendous |eadership
for the church in Holston, and then as a
bishop of the church in the South Geor gia
Conference. Would you express to these
two giants of the church—pun in-
tended—Iet’s say thank you to these two.
Would you do that?

(Applause)

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you.
You may remain standing. Bishop Ray
Cham ber lain, the Holston Area. Yes, Mrs.
Massey? (Pause) All-rightie, if it's about
me, you can't do it.

MARY AL ICEMASSEY: (Florida) I'm
goingtodoitany way. (Laughter) Point of
personal privilege as head of the Florida
del egation. Many of youdonotreal izethat
Bishop Henderson hasbeen seri oudly ill in
the past year. We aregrate ful to himfor his
lead er ship and for God for hisblessing of
heal ing dur ingthistime. Thank you, Bishop
Henderson, we're proud of you.

(Sustainedapplause)

BISHOP RAY W. CHAMBERLAIN
JR.: Our sending forthwill beinthreeparts:
apeti tion, and then a question, and then a
man date. First, the peti tion. Let uswait, in
si lent prayer, remem ber ing God’ shurting
chil drenall overtheworld, especially those
that have been men tioned here this morn-
ing. Let usbein prayer.

(Prayer)

BISHOPRAY W.CHAM BERLAIN JR:
And now for this question. And you may
an swer, | hopeintheaf fir mative. Areyou
blessed? (Congregation responds “yes”)
Try it one more time. Are you blessed?

(Congregation responds louder, “yes’)
Then go in the name and spirit and thelove
of JesusChrist, our Lord, toyour neigh bors,
who ever andwher ever. Amen

(Congregationresponds,“ Amen.”)

Monday Morning
May 8, 2000

BISHOP S. CLIFTON IVES Let’'s ex-
pressour ap preci ationtothe Ton gan choir
that has been with usto day. And—

(Applause)

and to Bishop Arichea, Bishop Arichea
Thank you.

(Applause)

BISHOP IVES: Thank you for stand ing
up; you needed that. Would you be seated
please so that we can continue with our
work?Webeginthefirst day of thesec ond
week of thefirst Gen eral Confer enceof the
Mil lennium. Letusbeinor der. Letuscome
quickly to or der. Thanks, Bishop Arichea,
for remindingusof our themethat unitesus,
“We Who Are Many Are One Body.”
Those of youwho arecoming to your seats,
comequickly to your seatsso that we can be
of one body in this place. We'll turn
to—we'll turn to Mary Alice, who will
bring usthe or der for our work to day.

MARY AL ICE MASSEY: Good morn-
ing, Bishop Ivesand del e gates. Werealy
aretry ing to stay on agenda. It just doesn’t
seem to work out that way. The agenda for
today is published on the inside
page—front page—p. 1940, with one ad di-
tion: At theend of thisevening' spresenta
tion by the National Plan for Hispanic
Ministries, wewill be bring ing to you the
pro posed agendafor thefol lowingday, and
we will be doing this every day this
week—every night this week. | move the
adoption of the agenda with that change,
Bishop.

BISHOP IVES: The agenda is before
you. Arethereany questions?If youwould
ap prove the agenda, please vote yes, num:
ber one; two, no, when the light appears.
[Yes, 756; No, 10] You've approved the
agenda. May we pro ceed? Gere?

ConsentCal endars
A02, B0O2, CO2 ap proved

FITZ GERALD REIST: Good Morning,
I’'mFitzgeraldReist, coor di nator of theCat
en dar. Please turn in your DailyChristian
Advocatefor Sat ur day, May 6, 2000, vol. 4,
no. 5, p. 1894.

BISHOP IVES: Gere, perhaps it'd be
well for usto be gin the prac tice of giv ing
thenum bersfirst,remember?

REIST: Consent Cal endar AO2beginson
p. 1894 with Calendar Item 176. On p.
1896, Cal endar Item 196 hasbeenremoved
at therequest of del egates.

MASSEY: | move the ap proval of Con-
sent Cal endar AO2withtheex ceptionmen
tioned.

BISHOPIVES: Consent Cal endar AO2is
be fore you. If you are ready to vote on the
Con sent Cal en dar, voteyes, 1; vote 2, no,
whenthelight ap pears. Y ouap proved Con
sent Cal endar [A02], [ Yes, 760; No, 14].

REIST: Consent Cal endar BO2beginson
p. 1899 with Cal en dar Item 224. Thereare
no changes.

MASSEY: | move the ap prova of Con-
sent Cal endar BO2.

BISHOPIVES: Consent Cal endar BO2is
be foreyou. If you are ready to vote, please
vote yes, num ber 1, no, num ber 2. Please
votewhenthelight ap pears. Y ouap proved,
[Yes, 809; No, 15].

REIST: Consent Cal endar CO2beginson
p.1902with Cal endar Item 250. On p. 1905,
Cal en dar Items 277 and 278 have been re-
moved at therequest of del egates.

MASSEY: | move the ap proval of Con-
sent Calendar C02 with the exception of
Cd endarsltems277 and 278.

BISHOPIVES: Consent Cal endar C02is
beforeyouwiththosetwo deletions. If you
areready tovote, pleasevoteyes, number 1,
no, number 2 when the light appears.
Y ou’' ve ap proved Con sent Cal en dar C02,
[Yes, 832; No, 21].

REIST: Inor der toavoid someconfusion
that’scomeinour of fice, | would liketore-
mind you that the pro ce durefor removing
itemsfrom the Con sent Cal en dar isfound
on p. 1714 of the DCA. It is at the very top
|eft-hand col umn. Any fivedel e gates may
haveaCon sent Cal endar Itemremoved by
hav ing sucharequest onfilewiththesecre
tary by 3 pm. of theday the Cal en dar Item
first ap pearsin the Daily Christian Ad vo-
cate. Theformsareavail ableinthe secre-
tary’ sof fice, Room 204. If theformsare not
used, removal requiresasuspen sion of the
rules and that wastes precious time that
could be better spent onlegislation. Thank
you.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you.
MASSEY : Thiscon cludesour report.

PolicyonCour tesies

BISHOP IVES: Thank you very much.
Aswe move through our agenda this morn-
ing, | haveassisting meBishop Y eakel and
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Bishop Skeet, who are be hind me. | want to
re mind you that in those places where we
come to debate, (it may not be as many
placesthismorning astherewill belater in
the ses sion) but in those places where we
are in discussion, inholy discussionwith
onean other, wewould hopethat the peo ple
inthegal lery and othersherewouldrefrain
from ap plause on speechesthat are made. It
saves our time, which becomes precious,
especialy thisweek aswe movefor ward.
And, &f ter al friends, thisisnot about win-
ningandlosing, thisisabout discerningthe
will of God for the peo ple of God. And as
Bishop Thomas re minded some of us yes-
ter day in wor ship when we were to gether,
his prayer is, and my prayer is as well, that
we might, in this place, be God' s holy peo-
ple.

Also in relationship to courtesies and
privileges, some of, some persons have
jumped to the floor from occasion, from
timetotime, tomakea, what | consider tobe
acour tesy motion. Wewishthat youwould
fil ter thosethroughthe Cour tesiesCommit
tee. WehaveaCour tesiesCommittee. They
should go to them. They will print them in
the DCA if it seems appropriate to print
them. If they seem, sensethat it’ sap pro pri-
ateto bring themto thefloor, they will bring
them to the floor on your be half. Solet’'s
handlecourtesiesinthat manner.

Andthecounselor bish opswouldlikefor
you to honor at the con clu sion of our ses-
sions the withholding of courtesies and
wordsthat you might want say inap preci &
tion to peo plewho may haveled you inthe
pro cess. That takestime. Weknow you love
us, and you love alot of other peo ple, but
let's refrain from making those kinds of
comments. We'll try not torecog nizeyouif
we think you're go ing to do that. Bishop
Henderson gracefully tried to do that the
other day, and | ap pre ci ate the words that
were spo ken on be half of all of us, for he
wasaliveandyet withustodoandtolead us
inthat won der ful session that we had yes-
ter day. But let’ srefrain in the fu turefrom
do ing that. We move now to the re port of
theCommitteesof Shalom, Community of
Shalom.

Reporton Communitiesof Shalom

BISHOP JOSEPH SPRAGUE: Dear
friends, broth ersand sistersin Christ, the
fear in Louisville was that a resolution
wouldbepassed, rhetoricwouldbeuttered,
and then wewould return home hav ing not
devel opedany tangi bleplanstoaddressthe
systemiccausesthat had coalescedtoignite
thepainand dev astationinher entintheup-
risinginLosAn geles. Hence, Shalomwas
born and it has been and it re mains on the
loose. Shalom, theto tal well-being of all

humankind. Shalom is asset- based, it is
com posed of well-trained cad res of disci-
ples of Je sus Christ who work in co ai tion
withthepublicand pri vatesectorsin or der
that specificrural and ur ban geographical
areas might be served with ministries of
peaceandjustice.

Shalomisaoncemori bundcongregation
that, before it passed from life to death
foundit self, instead, engagedin Shalom. It
brought into its midst a lay ministerfrom
theNational Planfor Hispanic Ministries.
Today that Hispanic por tion of Shalomhas
out grown the small chapel and spilled into
the large sanctuary. That same congrega
tionisincoali tionwithother congregations,
with the city gov ern ment, and with the pri-
vatesector tothedegreethat ev ery day af ter
school thereisakid’ sclub, whichon Sat ur-
day over flowsthebuildingwithyoungsters
of everyimaginablehue. That ssmecongre
gation re cently re ceived from the hands of
the city gov ern ment 400,000 dol larsin or-
der that, incol lab orationwith onean other,
the last crack house in the neighborhood
might be expunged, and in place of the
crack house, called infamously “the blue
house,” a new brown house might be cre-
ated in which six low-in comefami liesare
now safely and ad e quately housed.

Shalom hasto dowiththat ssmeministry
of that same congregation now bursting
with life, going to that place where a
drive-by shooting had killed ayoung manin
or der to pray there that the demon of vi o-
lencemight beex or cised fromthat commu
nity. Shalom is this and more in over 300
sites, both in this nation and around the
world.

BISHOP SPRAGUE —-has to do with
this church, both in’92 and’ 96 say ing yes,
notwithmany fi nancial resources, butwith
afewfinancial resourcesinor derthat much
might be done for the whole church. Now
you know and | know that cer tain per sons
have been at the heart of the ministry of
Shalom. Felton May gave Shalom soul.
Staff lead ers, John Showl and Linda Bird
have given Shalom body. And then there
have been those who from the beginning
have been inherent to the process, al of
whomwho will maketran si tion from lead-
er shipthisyear, who havegiventhought ful
counsel totheevolution of Shalom. Those
per sonsare Jack Leeand Patri ciaMor ton,
whoareheretoday simply, but profoundly,
for this presentation. We also includethe
late John Sagan, and General Conference
delegates, Jerome Del Pino and my col -
league Myron Mc Coy.

Bishop, as Myron Mc Coy co mesto the
po dium to com plete the spo ken por tion of
our report, prior to the video pre sen tation,

whichin deed will con cludeit, | would like
torequest the sus pen sion of therulesin or-
der that the Shalom bro chure might be dis-
tributedamongthedel egates.

BISHOP IVES Motionisto suspendthe
rulefor thedistri bution of thismaterial. If
you would so or der, please vote when the
light ap pears. Y ou have sus pended therule
[Yes, 756; No, 32].

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Thank you Bishop
and thank you delegates. And now as we
movetoward conclusion, | presenttoyou
Dr. Myron Mc Coy.

MYRON MCCOY (Northern lllinois):
Thank you Bishop Sprague. On behalf of
thecommu ni tiesof Shalom, | takethisop-
portunity to express gratitude and great
pride in the more than 350 Shalom sites
across these United States and in West and
South ern Af rica. Noth ing that wasdonein
our planning and implementation could
have been ac com plished with out the com-
mit ment and en ergy of thou sands of chil-
dren, women, men, clergy and laity, who
embraced what the ini tiative sought to be
and madeitareal ity. Inour wild estimagi-
nationswedid not envi sionthat thisminis
try would become what it has. We are
grateful tobeapart of itsdevel opment and
growth and wearecer tainthat thisisGod's
work. Shalom communities have tackled
overwhelmingproblemsandaccomplished
solutions that can only be explained
through the pres ence and guid ance of the
Holy Spirit. Thismorning wecometocel e
bratethework that Godisdoingthrough our
United Meth od ist Church. We cometo &f-
firm churchesand com mu ni tiesthat dareto
dothingsdif fer ently. We cometo en cour-
age other churches, districts, and annual
conferencestoex peri encethisministry. We
cometo ask your continueto sup port of the
community of Shalom with your prayers
and resources. And last but not least we
cometo of fer thanksto God for entrusting
toussuchapow er ful and heal ingministry
in our increasingly fragile and broken
world.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you for your re-
port. Could the conference say with me,
“Shalomisontheloose.”

BISHOP and the CON FER ENCE: Sha
lomison the loose.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you so much.

MCCOY: And Bishop, the report will
now becon cluded with thevideo presenta
tion.

(Video)
BISHOP IVES: Thank you.
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(Song)
(Applause)

BISHOP S. CLIFTON IVES: Thank you
for thispresentation and for our awareness
again that Shalom is loose dl around the
world. We come to that time in our
guests—on mike 2.

ReolutiononPhil ippinesReconsidered

MARY ALICE MASSEY (Florida):
Bishop Ives, | movetoreconsider thereso-
lutiononthePhil ippinesituationinorderto
hear from the Bishop Paul Granadosin of
that area. Andif | get asec ond | will speak
toit.

BISHOP IVES: Been moved and sec-
onded. Would you like to spesk to that?

MASSEY': Yes. It's been brought to our
attentionthat per hapsweactedinhaste. We
did not hear both sides of the is sue, and |
think it only fair that we al low our bish ops
fromthat areato speak tothisresolution.

BISHOP IVES: Okay, let's see if any-
body wantsto speak tothemotionto recon
sider. | seeno one ask ing for the floor. The
motion what—to what—? Yes, come to
mike 3.

RICARTE R. RAPISORA: Bishop?

BISHOP IVES: Name and conference
please?

RAPISORA (Mindanao Phil ip pines)

BISHOPIVES: Yes.

RAPISORA: Bishop, | want to movefor a
substitute resolution regarding the peace
and conflictsituation of our place.

BISHOP IVES: While we're—this is a
motion, themotionistoreconsider,andwe
need to de cide whether we'regoing to re-
considerit—

BISHOPIVES: —beforeyour sub sti tute
would bein or der.

RAPISORA: After studying the resolu
tion passed | ast Sat ur day—

BISHOP IVES: Let's—we, we need to,
weneedtodecideif we'regoingtorecon
sider it—

BISHOP IVES. —hefore you have a
chance to speak, so would—

BISHOP IVES. —you just hold, please?

BISHOP GRANADOSIN: Yessir.

BISHOPIVES: If, if youwould or der re-
consider ation, pleasevotelwhenthelight,
yes, and 2, nowhenthelight ap pears. Right.

Y ou havevotedtoreconsider thismat ter.
A partof themotionforreconsider ationwas
to hear, first, from Bishop Granadosin. Can
you hold while we give Bishop Granadosin
that, that priv i lege? Bishop Granadosin.

BISHOP  PAUL GRANADOSIN:
Bishopsand mem bers of this2000 Gen eral
Conference of The United Methodist
Church, | ammaost grateful for thisop por tu-
nity tobeableto say somethingregardinga
reso lutionwhichwas passed Fri day morn-
inginrelationtothesituationintheDavao
Episco pa areaontheisland of Mindanao.
Theareathat | superviseisconsideredtobe
oneof thelargest, if not thelarg est, episco-
pal areain United Meth odism. Someof you
know that there are 7,107 islands in the
Philippines, with three maor s
lands—L uzon, Visayas, and Mindanao. All
of theislandsnot at tached to Luzon, which
isthelarg estislandinthe Phil ip pines, be
longsto the Davao Episco pal area.

Now on be half of the Phil ip pinedel ega
tion, | would liketo ex pressgrat i tude and
appreciation for the support and prayers
embodiedintheresolutionof theMindanao
Southern Philippines prob lem, which has
created trouble and sorrow in that sec-
ond-largestislandinthePhil ippinesfor the
past 500 years. Most, if not all, Fil i pino de-
egatesweresur prised by thepresentationof
theresolutionby clergy del egatefromthe
KansasEast Annual Confer ence. Sincethe
full text of theresolutionwasnot sup plied
todel egatespriortopresentationtoplenary,
no one from the Philippines, particularly
those from Mindanao Island, was able to
speak.

BISHOP IVES: Bishop Granadosin,
you're under the three-minute time limit
like everybody elseYou're under the
three-minute time limit—like everybody
else, so—

BISHOP GRANADOSIN: There are
someim pli cationsof theresolutioninits
approvedform. Thesinglingout by naming
theAbu Sayyaf groupandtheMuslinrebels
asper petratorsof vi olencewithnomention
of governmentmilitaryoperations,which
continuein spiteap pealsby thein sur gents
them selves, civic and reli giousgroupsfor
the cessation of hostil i ties, so peace might
come back to thebar gainingtableasasub-
jectof discussion, placesUnited Methodist
people, especially the bishop, in extreme
danger.

BISHOPIVES: Y our threemin utesisup
so please wind up your com ments please.

BISHOP GRANADOSIN: Now wearea
mem ber of Bishop'SULAMA Forum. This
isadi aloguecreatedin 1996, consisting of
Roman Catholic bishops and priests,
Protestant heads of churches, and rep re sen
tativesfromtheMuslimconstituency, who
in the spirit of interreligiousdi alogue, af-
firmtheir commit menttothepeaceprocess.

Finally,onMindanaolslandtoday for mer
disjointedrevolutionary unitsandter rorist

groups have banded together and

proclaimed adesireto secedefromthe Re-

publicof thePhil ippinestocreateaseparate
Islamic state, this, in spite of the fact Mus-

limsarein the mi nor ity. Sup port now co-

mes from neighboring Muslim countries

likeIndonesia, Malay sia, Libya, andIraqg.

Any opposi tionfromtheout sideisconsid

eredinter fer ence, whichisagainst Islamic
positionagainstforeigninfluence, letalone
domination.

My ap peal tothiscon fer encethenisdis
cretioninaddressingthePhil ippines’ Mus
lim issue for fear we might lose valued
ground we have won on the peace pro cess.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you, Bishop.

BISHOP GRANADOSIN: Your prayers
havefol lowed usand God isour only hope.
Thank you very much.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you, Bishop
Granadosin. The three minutes goes very
fast for all of us. Thank you.

BISHOPS. CLIFTON IVES: Theper son
who was at mike 3 that | have rec og nized
ear lier. Yes, cometo mikethree.

PhilippinesSubsti tuteResolution

RICARTA R. RAPISORA (Mindanao
Phil ippines): Bishop, | moveforasubsti tute
resolutiontoread: “Werejoicewiththere
ported release of 15 hostages previously
heldby extremist Muslimrebels. Weshare
the agony of those 21 hostages from
Sipadan Island in Malay sia, among them
Frenchs, German, Lebanese, South Afri-
can, Finnishand Malay siannationa swho
facecontinuinguncertainties.Wecondemn
the out break of vi olent conflictinvolving
therebelsandthePhil ippinegov ernmentin
14locd itiesinMindanaoincludingthosein
Sulo and Basilan Islands. Be it hereby re-
solvedthat the Gen eral Confer ence 2000 of
the United Methodist Church, express its
prayer that hostilities immediately cease;
that food, medi cines, clothing, and saferef-
ugebeinsured by all par tiesto thosewhose
livesareintheir hands; and that hu mani tar-
ianagenciesbeal lowedtocarefor themun-
til ul ti mate re turn of peacein their lands;
that wejoinall who desireasolution of the
con flictsand the strug glesthat will build a
justand durablepeace; that wecall uponall
peoples to rec og nize one an other to bein
com mu nity with each other inthehopeof a
justworldor der, upholdinghow all per sons
and groupsmust feel secureintheir lifeand
right to livewithin so ci ety if or der isto be
achieved and main tained by law; and that
we especially express this hope to both
Christians and nonChristians alike, who
livetherigorsof southernPhil ip pinescom
mu nity.” Thisisall, bishop.
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BISHOP IVES: Thank you. You have
pre sented that asasub sti tutefor the pre vi-
ous—for thereso lution which we haveur-
derreconsider ation. Isit seconded?Okay,
now whenwehaveasub sti tute, we' reinthe
situationwhereweneedtoper fecttheorigi
nal beforewemovetotheper fection of the
sub sti tute. Y oudo not havetheorigi nal in
your hands. It has not been pub lished yet,
eveninthepro ceedingsof thework that we
did the other day. How do you wish to pro-
ceed?Rec ognize. Get at no. 3. No. 3.

PATRICK P. STREIF (Switzer
land-France): | think the best thing isif both
peti tions, theorigi nal oneandthesubsti tute
can befirst publishedintheDCA. And then
we havethetext and we can un der stand the
text and then vote on it. So, | do not know
how to say itinthelan guage of therules, but

BISHOP IVES: Is there some body who
would like to help?

STREIF: If | say movetotable, it will be
printed af ter wardsintheDCA?

BISHOP IVES: Moving to tablewould
putitinadif fer ent cat egory thanmovingto
postpone.

STREIF: Andif | say, moveto post pone,
itwill be. ..

BISHOP IVES: You're mov ing that we
post poneactiononthisuntil .. . (laughter)

STREIF: ... until itisprintedintheDCA.

BISHOP IVES: Un il it is printed in the
DCA.

STREIF: Sol moveto post poneuntil itis
printed in the DCA.

(Applause)

BISHOPIVES: Any other discussion?If
you would sup port post poninguntil these
matters have been printed in the DCA,
please vote when the light ap pears. (Voting
occurs) Y ou havemovedto post pone, [ Yes,
882; No, 27].

Call For First Judi cial Council Bal lot

Okay, we move to a time in our agenda
whenwewill betak ing our first bal lotsfor
electionof Judi cial Council members. | re
mindyouthat election of Judi cial Council
members—the Judicial Council, if you
needtolook intheDiscipline, we redeal ing
with paragraph 2602. Wewill elect 9 mem-
bers of the Ju di cial Coun cil and that para-
graph specifically states that this should
reflecttheracial, ethnic, and gender di ver-
sity of the United Meth od ist Church.

Nomi nationsthat have been made—you
made them from the floor last Fri day—are
on p. 1877 through 1881, and aso on
p.1948. Those are the persons for whom

you can vote, those and those only. We are
to elect 3 laypersons and we are to elect 3
clergypersons. We will be electing 2
clergypersons to serve for 8 years, and 1
clergyperson to serve for 4 years. That's
completing the term of somebody who is
leavingthecouncil.

We will vote, as you were re minded the
other day, by electronic means. This will
take alit tle prac tice for us at first, but my
understanding is that we will elect—the
way the computers have been pro-
grammed—we will elect, thefirst elec tion
will be for lay members to the Judicia
Council.l remindyouthat youaretoelect 3.
What will ap pear on the screen will be the
lay mem berswithanum ber, asyou can see.
Youwill vote 3times; thatis, | will call fora
vote and you will vote for 1. Af ter that has
been completed, | will call for a second
vote, and you will vote asec ond time. The
com put ersarefixed so that you can not vote
for the same per son twice; it'll just dis. . .
—so don't try to do that—it'Il just throw it
out if you do that. Y ou will haveto votefor
3dif fer ent per sons, sowhenwe' reready to
take the first vote, you will vote for 1, I'll
call it again and you'll vote for the sec ond,
thenwe' [l movetotheclergy bal lot, andI’ll
ex plain that when we get to that.

I remindyouthat aswebeginthisprocess,
therewill be somedelay inthere sultscom
ing back tousthrough outthemorning. And
per hapsthe next day or two, we will in the
processof doingthis, sowe' |l try to get back
toitaswemovefor ward. | seeagreen card.
Come to no. 4, please. (Pause)

PHILLIP F. CONNOLLY (West Ohio
Conference): Lay. Thismorning, anorange
sheet was distrib uted down therowsthat |
wassittingin, withtherecommendationsto
make this an inclusive deegation. This
doesn’'t ap pear tobean of fi cial document,
and | don’t know whereit co mesfrom. Can
you helpusknow if thisisadoc ument of the
conferenceorif therewasper missiontodis
tributeit?

BISHOP IVES: Does any body know the
an swer to that question? It’ s not asked for.
We areto vote and we are to elect—I| made
those comments from here, but | didn't
know they were al ready before you on the
floor—but we don’'t even know it's out
there. Itisnot an of fi cial doc u ment of the
General Conference.

CON NOLLY: Thank you.

BISHOP IVES: And how it was distrib-
uted, | amun aware. Intheback, | see some
one at mike 8. | re mind you that we are to
votewithoutdiscussion. If thisisaquestion,
that’sin or der, but there are no speechesto
bemaderegarding this. Yes, no. 8.

HOWARD J. MA SON (Peninsula-Del &
ware): Bishop, | would liketo ask, asapoint
of ref er ence, thenamesand thenumberson
the screen are not seen by some of us older
peo ple and | would like to know how we
could get the num bers so we could seethem
easier.

BISHOPIVES: Okay, that’ sapro cedural
issue. Thereare somewho are in the house
who can not see the screen and seethe num-
bers. Ask thesecretary of theconfer enceif
there’ sany way to deal withthis. Car olyn?
The secretary will read those numbers, if
youwouldliketo havethem read now? Car-
olyn,will youreadthose?For thelaity, let's
read the num bersfor thelaity sothat if any-
body hassight-im pair mentwewill beall to-
gether on this. Do you have the num bers?
Do you have the num bers? They're on the
board, on the screen.

LaityCandi datesfor Judi cial Council

CAROLYN MARSHALL: No. 1.
Rodolfo Beltran; 2. Lonnie D. Brooks; 3.
Evelyn “Lynn” Caterson; 4. James Lamark
Cox Sr.; 5. Mary A. Daffin; 6. Paul Ervin; 7.
Daniel F. EvansJ.; 8, Oscar R. Ferrer; 9.
Theophelous Gambe; 10. Saly Geis; 11.
Jon R. Gray; 12. Ed ward H. Hill;13. James
W. Holsinger; 14. Danidl A. Ivey-Soto; 15.
Steven T.Lett; 16. Mark D. Loud; 17. Ann
Alberty Saunkeah; 18.William L. (Ted)
Todd Jr.; 19. Wil liam White; 20. W. Clark
Williams.

BISHOP IVES: | think we're ready to
vote. | see an other, way inthe back. Yes, |
see you, green jacket.

Re mem ber, we are to have no speeches,
only questionsabout the pro cess.

LA VON WILSON (lllinois Great
Rivers): Bishop, thisisaquestionfor clar i-
fication. When we vote we vote for the
num ber—not the oneand two—for yesand
no?

BISHOP IVES: That'sright.

WIL SON: Am| cor rect onthat?

BISHOP IVES: Right.

WIL SON: There was some ques tion on
that.

BISHOP IVES: Y ou will push the num-
bersthat cor respondtothenumber whichis
identi fied—whichidenti fiestheper son.

WIL SON: Thank you, Bishop.

BISHOP IVES: OK. | saw a hand here.
Cometo num ber 2 please.

BISHOP IVES: Will you wait for the
translationplease.

WILSON: We have the name but we
don’ tknow thepeo plewearevotingabout.
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BISHOPIVES: Asl indi cated ear lier, the
people—the information about the peo -
ple—their biographical information is on
page 1877 through 1881 in your DCA plus
1948. Onthose pagesit tellsyou ex actly the
samething that ev ery body else knowsand
nothingmore.

We wanted to see them to put the name
andthefiguresowewouldbeabletovote.

Thesug gestionisthat they would liketo
seetheseper sons. Part of theproblemisthat
they are not al here. All of the persons
would not bepresent, per haps. Weare—the
rulesare pretty clear that we are sup posed to
electwithout discussion. Yes,Mary Al ice.

MARY AL ICEMASSEY (Florida): | be
lievethereisan er ror on page 1948 because
it says additional biographical sketch in
correctiontojudi cial council nomi neesand
itlistsSheillaFleming. | believe Sheilaisa
nomi neefor the Uni ver sity Sen ateand so
that ...

BISHOPIVES:... . ought not to ap pear on
that list.

MASSEY: Right

BISHOP IVES: Thank you. We're only
voting for the persons who are on the
screen, and the onesthat the secretary men-
tioned. | think we are ready to take the first
vote. Re mem ber we are go ing to vote for
one—we are go ing to vote for three peo-
ple—wearegoingtodothemoneat atime,
okay. Soyouaregoingto cast your first bal-
lot, lay bal lot, first votefor laity for the Ju di-
cia Council. Everyoneinthisconferenceis
d i gi bletovote. You haveapad infront of
you. Please vote to elect when the light ap-
pears. Okay, you have voted once, now you
aregoing to vote again. Remem ber, | said
you are going to vote three times, once,
twice, and your go ing to vote for your sec-
ond per son at this point. Please vote when
thelight ap pears. Andnow youaregoingto
voteathirdtime—for adif fer ent per son, a
different number. Please vote when the
lightap pears.

Y ou have com pleted bal ot num ber 1 for
laity for Judicial Council, we'll move to
bal lot number 1for clergy. Theway thepro-
gramisset, wearegoingtovotefor two, we
will vote for 2, there are 3 per sonsto be
elected but onthisfirst sequence, wearego-
ing to vote for two—the two who would
serve the 8 year term, so we will vote for
two per sons. Af ter those have been elected
then we will come back and elect the next
person who will serve for a 4 year term.
That isjust theway they programthisfor us,
so on thisfirst clergy bal lot | an going to
ask you to punch in the num bers for those
who—youknow, thefirst per sonyou’ rego-
ing to vate for. Then | will call for the sec-

ond per son. Doweneed areading of thelist
again,Carolyn?

On 1879—Ilook to page 1879—you will
see the list and you can write the num bers
be sides the names if you have some sight
problems. Carolyn, will you read those
names? The clergy nomi nees. ..

Clergy Candi datesfor Judi cial Council

CAROLYN MARSHALL: 1-Keith D.
Boyete, 2-Elsie J. Crickard, 3-Frank B.
Davies, 4-RalphLaw renceDill l11, 5-Philip
Fenn, 6-ThomasH. (Tom) Grif fith, 7-Susan
Henry-Crowe, 8-Belton F. Joy ner, 9-Larry
Pickens, 10-Thomas Shanklin, 11-Robert
K. Sweet Jr., 12-Francine Taylor-Thirus,
13-JaneTews, 14-LindaThomas, 15-Theo-
dore“Ted” Wal ter.

BISHOP IVES: We are ready to take the
first bal lot for clergy for theJudi cial Coun-
cil. Do | see ahand over here? No | don't.
It's someone standing on the balcony. It
looked like a hand. If you're ready to cast
the first bal lot for clergy please vote when
thelight ap pears.

If you are now ready to cast your vote for
second person, remember don’t push the
same num ber. Thisisadif fer ent num ber,
please vote when the light ap pears.

Okay, we have com pleted the clergy bal-
lot num ber one. Asl said beforeweare go-
ing to vote for the third per son af ter these
first two have been elected. Then we will
vote for the person who will serve the
4-year term. We are vot ing for eight-year
terms to be gin with. We also have on our
agendathismorningelectionof Conference
Secretary. Nomi nationfor ConferenceSec
retary co mesfrom the Coun cil of Bishops.
It is on page 1751 in your, 1751, 1-7-5-1
whichindi catesthat the coun cil of bishops
isnomi nating Car olynMar shall asthesec
retary for the Genera Conference. The
floor is open for additional nominations.
Arethere, do | seeany ad di tional nomi na
tions. Y es, num ber four, come to num ber
four.

RODNEY G. STEELE (North Arkan
sas): Bishop, | might be confused but |
thought wewereelectingthreeclergy tothe
Judicial Council: two for eight year, and
onefor 4-year. Am| misunder standing?

BISHOPIVES: You are ab so lutely cor-
rect, and we are go ing to elect the two first
and when those two are elected we are go-
ingtocomeback and elect thethird. Okay?

STEELE: Thank you, Sir.
Car olynMar shall Re-elected Secretary

BISHOPIVES: OK. Now weareon elec
tion of theSecretary of theGeneral Confer-

ence. The name of Carolyn Marshall has
been placedinnomi nation.

ANITA CRUMP(Loui s ana): Bishop?

BISHOP IVES: Yes, come to micro-
phonenum ber four.

CRUMP: | move that a nomination be
closedandthat Car olynMar shall beelected
byacclamation.

BISHOP IVES: Motionisthat nomi na
tions be closed. It has been been moved and
secondedthat Car olynMar shall whowould
beelected by ac clamation. If youwould so
or der, please votewhen thelight ap pears.

Y ou haveeected Car olynMar shall. (ap-
plause).

BISHOP IVES: We move from this point
toconsiderationof cal endaritems. | believe
we'regoingto hear first fromin depend ent
commissions. Areweready todothat?How
ready are we? We need to be ginto make
sure we're ready to be on the floor. Ok,
sincewe' rewait ing and hav ing time, let's
takeour break at thispoint. Let’ sbreak until
20 af ter andthenwe' Il beginwiththisitem.
A bal lot, we have the op por tu nity to take
another election, another vote before we
pro ceed. If thosein the house would be gin
to be seated, others coming in will move
more quickly. Cynthia sgoingtolead usin
asong to bring usto gether. Cynthia.

UnauthorizedDocumentDistributed.
Tainted Election Charged

(Singing-Oh How | Love Je sus)

BISHOP IVES: Thank you and will you
please be seated. We are about to hear the
results of a balot. As you come to your
seats, those who are com ing, come quickly
and those of you who are in your seats,
please give your at ten tion here so we can
begantohaveconver sationwitheachother.
| havebeeninformedinregardto thisitem
that was on your desk, | want to re mind ev-
ery body in the house that noth ing isto be
distributed on the desk of the delegates.
Nothing, without the permission of the
wholebody. | un der stand that thiswas pre-
pared and given in pack ets to the heads of
del egationsandthey wereasked todistrib-
uteittothemembersof thedel egations. | re
mind heads of delegations, that at some
points maybe you will need to be the en-
forcer and say that isnot something | can do.
And those who seek to do this, as you can
seeadl ready, aremak ing our pro cessalittle
bit more com pli cated be causeit does con-
fusetheissue. So, nodistri butionof materi-
als. Thisisnot an of fi cial doc ument of the
general conference. | seesomeoneat mike4
—green card.

WIL LIAM A. HINES (West Ohio): Our
chair per son did not get thisto pass out. It
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waspassed out at eachtable. | would makea
motionthat wedeclaretheelectionnull and
voidunlessall cau cusgroupsget to passout
their particular view points.

BISHOP IVES: Your mo tion, isit sec-
onded? | hear sec onds. Y ou want to make
thiselection pro cessnull and void.

HINES: That' sright. There are too many
peoplethat usethisparticular paper hereto
voteonanditiscompletely out of lineandit
was passed out with out our knowl edgein
thiscon fer ence and it ought to be, the elec-
tion ought to be de clared null and void.

BISHOP IVES: Okay, | hear your mo-
tion. Does any body wish to speak to this
motion?Motionisthat thevoting pro cessto
thispoint becalled, benull and void. Yesgo
to mike 4.

VANCE SUMMERS (West Ohio):
Bishop, canyou deter mineif each del ega
tion re ceived this or that piece of paper or
wasit only distrib uted to part of us?

BISHOP IVES: I'm not sure that we can
takethetimeto poll thewholeconfer enceto
find the an swer to that question.

SUM MERS: Thank you.

BISHOPIVES: Intheback, cometo mike
8

BEVERLY WILKES (lllinois Great
Rivers): | speak against throwing out the
last ballot because we al have our own
mindsand | think that we had am pletimeto
choose our nomi neesand so | would speak
against that in the in ter ests of sav ing time
andtrust ing each per sonto havevoted their
ownconscience.

BISHOPIVES: Thank you. Mike7. Yes,
| seeyou.

JAMES EHRMAN (East Ohio): Bishop,
it seemsto methe prob lem we haveishow
best to take care of theim proper distri bu-
tion. Thesug gestionfromMr. Hineswould
simply maketheprocessmorepoliti cal and
there fore, | would urge that we vote down
themotion sothat wehaveaslittledamage
aspossi blegoingforward.

BISHOP IVES: Ok, we have had two
speechesagainst themotion, doesany body
want to speak infavor of themo tion? Num-
ber 4, are you speak ing for the you're the
maker of themotion, right?

BILL COUCH (Northwest Texas): No.
This is just a questionforclari fi cation.Is
themotiontoinval i datethewholeelection
or just thefirst bal lot?

BISHOPIVES: My under standingisthat
it had to do with thefirst bal lot. That'sthe
way | inter rupted that. Isyour speechinfa
vor of themotion? Num ber 4.

PHILLIP CONNOLLY (West Ohio): |
speak in favor of the motion. 1’d like to
move to amend the motion. I’d like to
amend the mo tion to say that the bal lot be
taken, establishanor der of theday, tomor-
row morningandall cau cusgroupshavean
op por tunity todistributesatestothedel e
gation. If | can haveasec ond, I'd speak to
that.

BISHOPIVES: Ok, isit sec ond to that?|
seeasecond, yes.

CONNOLLY: | asoregretthatthisisbe
come political, and it clearly is political
now. We don’t know yet, where this part
came from, we believe that if all caucus
groupshad anop por tunity toshareas ateof
peo ple, it would at least put us on an even
bar and wewould have some sense of par ity
about thisissue. Thereisn’t any way wecan
re cover this and it may well be one of the
most important votes that are taken this
week in determining how the Discipline
will be ad ministered in the churchin the
next eight years.

BISHOP IVES: WE're on the sub sti tute
amendment. In the back, do you want to
speak to the amend ment? We have some-
body at mike 8.

DAVID WIL SON (LittleRock): | call the
question on all that isbeforethe house.

BISHOPIVES: Itisnotin or der because
peo ple have not had atimeto speak to it. If
peo plewant to speak toit, you still havenot
had suf fi cient num bersto speak totheitem.
Y es, num ber, Oh ex cuse me, over here at
mike 1. Num ber 1.

BROOKE CONKLIN (Troy): | would
liketo speak against the amend ment aswell
asagainst thewholemotionbecauseall this
paper doesisto break downintothedif fer-
entjurisdictionswherethepeoplearefrom.
It does not tell you who to vote for. | also
wish that it was bro ken down to let usknow
ethnicity; thegender, be causewe say with
lip ser vicewe arean in clu sive church and
yet, especially for peoplefromCentral Con
fer encesand my self, | do not know the eth-
nicity or any thing of thesepeo ple. Weneed
thisaswell asmoreinfor mation.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you. At mike 4.
Yes. | recog nizethe per son here

PHYLLIS FERGUSON (Pecific North-
west): | want, asthe speaker beforeme did,
to speak against theamend ment and against
the mo tion. We all know who've all been
politickingtogetJudi cial Council andsim
ply be cause some body wrote down on the
piece of paper a preference of some few
peo ple does not, is not grounds to dis miss
this bal lot. | would vote against both mo-
tions. Thank you.

BISHOP IVES: Okay. | have two
speeches against the amendment and one
speechinfavor of theamend ment. Isthere
any body el sewhowantsto speak infavor of
theamend ment?In theback num ber 7.

TOM FLINN (Batimore-Washington):
Bishop, | would liketo call for thequestion
onall that isbeforeus.

BISHOP IVES: Somebody tried that a
few min utes ago and | said we needed at
least 2 speeches be forethat isin or der. |
won't rec og nizeit. Somebody el se? Speak
totheamend ment. Y es. Need somebody in
favor of the amend ment. Our rules clearly
indi catethat you can not call the previ ous
question unless 2 people on each side at
least have had the opportunity to speak.
Yes

DAVE MENDYK (Nebraska): | would
speakinfavor of really voidingthisprocess
be cause it has been tainted and we re aly
can not af ford to makeamistake.

Voteto Cancel Judi cial VoteDefeated

BISHOP IVES: Thank you. | think you
areready to vote. Those of you who would
support the amendment vote 1, press 1.
Thosewhowould not press 2 whenthelight
ap pears. The amend ment is not sup ported
[Yes, 174; No, 720] which bringsusback to
theorigi nal motion, whichisdeclaringthe
bal lot null and void. Areyou ready to vote
onthat?If you are please vote on the orig i-
nal mo tion whenthelight ap pears. Motion
isdefeated[ Yes, 209; No, 700] . Let ushear
theresultsof bal lot no. 1, Laity.

Laity bal lot ready, isit ready to comeup?
| wastolditisready to bereported, if notwe
aregoing onto other busi ness. Call onHar-
old Batisteto bring are port of the com mit-
tee. We'll come back to the report later.
Thank you. Independent Commissions,
HaroldBatiste.

HAROLD BA TISTE (Southwest Texas):
Good morning Bishop Ivesand mem bersof
the General Conference. Mem bers of the
lead er shipteam for theIn depend ent Com-
missions legidative committee are
vice-chair per son, David Banks, clergy del-
egate of the North Carolina Conference,
secretary MargieBriggs, lay del egateof the
Missouri West Confer ence. | serveaschair-
per son,andl’mHar oldBatiste, lay del egate
of the Southwest Texas Conference. We
present theresultsof actiontakenon 2 peti-
tionsby our very capableanddil i gent com
mittee. We have 2 caendar items
respectively 173and 174.

BISHOP IVES: Would you please give
page num bersfirst.

HAROLD BATISTE: Page numbers
first. Cal endar Item 173, DCA p. 1849, in
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the Advance DCA p. 1393 re corded as Peti-
tion 30310 and the sub ject “ Sex ual Ethics
within Ministerial Relationships in The
UnitedMethodist Church.” Bishoplves,we
moveconcur rence.

BISHOP IVES: The committee moves
con cur rence. Do you want to speak to that?
Cal endar Itemsare173.

BA TISTE: Cd endaritemsare173.

BISHOPIVES: Cal endar Item 173. The
recom men dation of thecommit teeiscon+
currence. Yessir. | seeayel low cardway in
the, cometo num ber 6, yes, yel low card.

TAKAYUKI ISHII (New York): | would
like to sup port thisresolution. | am have
beenamem ber of General Commissionon
Status and Role of Women for the last 8
years. Thisupdatedresolution” Sex ual Eth
icswithinMinisterial RelationshipsinThe
UnitedMethodist Church” isacooperative
ef fort of GCFA and Gen eral Commission
on Sta tus and Role of Women, GBHEM,
and with an nua con fer ences. We have up-
datedthisresolutionfromrecent surveysof
annual confer encesandthisresolutioncon
tin uesour com mit ment to heal ing and pre-
ventionin The United Meth od ist Church.
So | urgeyou for con cur rence.

BISHOPIVES: That' saspeechinfavor. |
think you are ready to vote. If you sup port
the com mit tee please vote, if youwould, if
you are ready to take action please vote
whenthelight ap pears. Y ou have sup ported
the committee’'s recommendation [Yes,
859; No, 38].

BATISTE: Bishop Ives in the DCA p.
1849 Caendar Item 174 ,in the Advance
DCA p. 1399 recorded as Peti tion 30734.
And Bishop the committee recommends
concur rence. Concur renceasamendedsir.

BISHOPIVES: Seetheamend ment on p.
1849. Amendment to 174. Move concur
rence. Any question? Please vote when the
light ap pears. Y ou’ ve sup ported the com-
mittee[ Yes, 785; No, 112].

BATISTE: Thatconcludesourreportsir.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you. Thank you
Har old. Dowehavethereport of thebal lot?

BISHOPIVES: It will take 30 sec ondsfor
the bal lot re sultsto come up, they tell me.
So we haveto be patient for about 24 more
sec onds. Okay, one of the things that hap-
pens when we go to “yes’ or “no” votesis
that it kicks into a different program; we
have to wait for it to come back up again.
So, let’ she patient maybe and we'll haveit
here. Y es, come to mike 1.

DARLENE DAWES (Centra Pennsyl
vania I'dliketo makeamotion please. In
consideringthecommentsfromour Central
Confer encesister, | makeamotionthat, for

the 2004 Gen eral Con fer ence, picturesbe
in cluded for the nomi neesto the Ju di cial
Council andtheUni ver sity Senate.

BISHOPIVES: Isthat sec onded?
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Second

BISHOP IVES: It is moved and sec-
onded. If we go back to the other pro gram
and vote at thispoint, that’ sgo ing to de lay
ussomemore. Would you bewill ingto hold
that un til we' ve heard the re port of the bal-
lot so that we don't mess the system up
again?

DAWES: Yes, sir.

FirstLaityJudi cial Bal lot Announced

BISHOPIVES: Thank you. Here' sthere
port in front of you. The valid num ber of
votes, valid bal lots, needed to elect 457, in-
valid bal lots 25. Thereisno election. You
needto havethebal | ot read per hapsbecause
someof you haveindi cated sight problems
before. Mary Daffin, 344, Rodolfo Beltran
266, James Holsinger 251, Sally Geis 233,
Paul Irvin 217, Mark Loud 212, John Gray
208, Daniel EvansJr.149, Edward Hill 115,
William White 111, Ellen Peterson 103,
Danid Ivey-Soto 91, James Lanmark Cox
Sr. 86, Lonnie Brooks 79, (pause) Ann
Saunkesh 78, Clark Williams 64,
Theophilus Gambe 49, Oscar Ferrer 47,
Wil liam Louder Jr.18, Wil liam Todd Jr. 18,
Stephen Lett 15.

Think you should be prepared to vote
again. We'll do it the same way we did be-
foreYou'll vote three times. Remember,
I'll call for one. Oncethat’s com pleted, Il
call for thesecond. If you' reready for bal lot
number 2, onlaity for theJudi cial Council
please vote when thelight ap pears. (pause)
Do you want some more time?

GROUPRE SPONSE: Yes
BISHOPIVES: Okay, isit onthe screen?
GROUPRE SPONSE: No

BISHOP IVES: It'son my screen. It was
here a min ute ago. We need the (names of
the) laypersons to be elected on the screen
so that we' [l have the num bers.There, now
you haveit.They'rein the book aswell.

UNIDENTI FIED SPEAKER: Bishop!

BISHOPIVES: Let’sinval i datethat bal-
lot be cause we had apoint of or der, aques
tion, and wehad just put thenumbersup. I'd
caled it for be fore you got them, so let's
start again. Point of order in the back.
(Pause) Mike 8.

BOB SWEET (New England): Bishop,
someof uscan seethenumbersall right, we
justcan’ tregister themfast enough. Canwe
havethedateuptherefor alonger period of
timebeforethevote?

BISHOPIVES: Thean swerisyes. Let's
put the slate up. We'll pause so you have
timeto turnto p. 1877 and you can num ber
them in your book and you'll have them.
Okay, areyou ready now?If you' reready to
castbal lot#2for theJudi cial Council laity,
please votewhen thelight ap pears. (Pause)
Vote for one.

(Votingoccurs)

BISHOP IVES: Okay, if you're ready
again, if you're ready to vote for a sec ond
per sondif fer ent fromtheoneyou voted for
last, please vote when the light appears.
(Pause) And thenif you' reready to votefor
athird per son, please vote when the light
ap pears. (Pause) Okay, that com pletesthe
bal lotingfor bal lot#2for thelaity. | under-
stand that the clergy bal lot also isready; if
we could seethere sultsof theclergy bal ot
on the screen. It may take a few seconds.
Can somebody assure me that the clergy
bal lotiscoming up?It’scoming, they say.
Okay, valid votes 1,879, valid bal lots 950.
Neededtoelect470,invalidbal lots8. There
isnoelection.

First Clergy Judi cial Council Bal lot
Announced

Let me read them as | did be fore. Larry
Pickens 331, Keith Boyette 246, Theo dore
Water 246, Jane Tews 201, Susan
Henry-Crowe 157, Belton F. Joy ner, 128,
Robert Sweet Jr. 115, Linda Thomas 88,
Philip Fenn 82, Frank Davies 74, Ralph
Dills 1l 73, Francine Telathirus 54, Elsie
Crickard 49, Thomas Griffin 22, Thomas
Shanklin 13.

BISHOP IVES: We're voting again.
We'revot ing for two at this point, re mem-
ber, we're vot ing just for the two who will
be elected for the eight-year term, and let’s
get those names up on the screen so that
we'll have time to be ready to vote. | seea
guestion back here, cometo mike7 please.

BILL SCOTT (Mississippi): | wouldlike
to know how do | know which nomi neeis
forfouryearsandwhichisfor eight years?

BISHOPIVES: All of thesenomi neesare
for eight years. All of the ones that we're
elect ing at this point arefor eight years.

SCOTT: So everyone in the book can
serve for eight years?

BISHOPIVES: Cor rect.
SCOTT: Thank you.

BISHOP IVES: And then after we've
elected them, thenwewill elect an other per-
sonwho will com plete aterm which will be
for four years. We haven’t had those up.
There they are. There's the clergy . . .
clergypersonswho havebeennomi natedto
theJudi cial Council. Areyouready tovote?
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Remem ber that you' regoingtovotetwice.
Pleasevotewhenthelight ap pears. (Pause)
Y ou're ready to vote for a sec ond per son?
Please vote when the light ap pears.

OK.We'vecompleted Clergy Bal lot No.
2 and we're go ing to move back to hear-
ing—dealing with some calendar items.
We're going to go to Higher Education
Ministry. LaVonWil son, areyou ready to,
ready toreport?. ..

[Pointof Or der made, inaudible.]

Ex cuse me. Thank you. Y our point of or-
deriswell taken. | said | wouldrecognize. .
. you.

Motion MadetoPicture
Judi cial Council Candi datesinDCA

DARLENE DAWES (Centra Pennsyl-
vania): Thank you, Bishop. I'dlikethismo-
tiontopleasebeconsidered. Inconsidering
thecommentsfrom our central confer ence
sister, | make a motion that for the 2004
General Confer ence, picturesbein cluded
forthenomi neestotheJudi cial Concil and
the Uni ver sity Sen ate. Thisisbut asmall
way to ad dressoneof their concerns, andas
well asbeing anim por tant for all of usto
know theethnicity, age, andgendein or der
for ustobeinclusiveinour voting.

BISHOP IVES: OK, | think—I think we
hear your mo tion, it was sec onded. | think
your mo tion would bein or der if it was a
motiontorefer tothe Commissionon Gen
eral Conference.

DAWES: Then, | so move that, please.

BISHOP IVES. OK. The motion is to
adoptthisandreferittotheCommissionon
Genera Confer ence. Any question?If you
would approve, if you would—if you're
ready to vote on thisitem, please votewhen
thelight ap pears. Please votewhenthelight
appears—hereitis. Youhavevotedtorefer,
['Yes, 793; No, 137].LaVonWil son, areyou
ready to go now?

LAVON WILSON (lllincis Great
Rivers): I'm ready, Bishop. If you would
open your DCAs to page 1848, Caendar
Item 165, Peti tion 30182; in your Advance
DCA, Page 1020. The com mit tee con curs
withref er enceto GCF& A becausethisitem
containsmoney. Bishop.

BISHOP IVES: 165 is before you. Any
questions? If you would support, if you
would ap prove and re fer to GCFA, please
votewhen thelight ap pears. [ Yes, 881; No,
24] You sup ported 881 to . . . some thing.
Went off the screen quicker than | could
read it! Go ahead, LaVon.

(Laughter)

WIL SON: Inyour DCA, page 1836, Cal-
endar ltem 22, Petition 30739; Advance
DCA, 955. The committee recommends
concurrence.

BISHOP IVES: The committee recom
mends con cur rence. Please vote when the
light appears. You have concurred, [ Yes,
876; No, 26]. Lavon?

WIL SON: Page1909. Thefol lowingfour
will beonthispage. Cal endar Item 323, Pe
ti tion 30129; AdvanceDCA, 963. The com-
mitteerecommendsnonconcurrence.

BISHOP IVES: The committee recom
mends non con cur rence on No. 323. If you
would sup portthecommittee’ srecommen
dationfor nonconcur rence, youwouldvote
1; if you would not, vote 2 when the light
appears. You have supported nonconcur
rence, [ Yes, 649; No, 243].

WIL SON: On the same page, Cal en dar
Item 324, Petition 30657; the Advance
DCA, 962. The committee recommends
nonconcurrence.

BISHOPIVES. Y ouhavebeforeyou, Pe
tition[Cal endar ItemNo.] 324. Committee
recommendsnonconcur rence. |fyouwould
sup portthecom mitteeinnonconcur rence,
vote yes when the light appears; if you
would not, vote no when the light ap pears.
You've supported nonconcurrence, [ Yes,
705; No, 210].

WIL SON: On the same page, Cal en dar
Item 325, Petition 30667; Advance DCA,
966. The committeerecommendsconcur
rence as amended.

BISHOP IVES: On 325, you see the
amendment. Recommendationis for con-
cur renceasamended. Y es, goto mike4. Or
isit easier to go to 3? Which ever way you
go, easier way. Coming to mike4.

AmendmentonEconomicDevel opment
Debated

MARGARET M. MALLORY (West
Ohio): Bishop, | would speak against the
amendment and the reinstatement of the
original language.

BISHOPIVES: OK, you're, you' re mov-
ingtoamendthecommitteereport by dele
tion of theamend ment . . . ?

MALLORY: And the reinstatement of
theorigi nal language.

BISHOPIVES: OK. If you'remov ing to
delete the amendment , the original lan-
guagewouldremain.

MALLORY: Yes.

BISHOPIVES: Yes. Isthereasec ond to
that? | hear a second. Would you like to
speak to that?

MALLORY: Yessir. Many new pastors
areap pointedinrural ar eas, and the speci-
ficity of havingeconomicdevel opmentas
part of their dutiesisneeded. It shelpful in
help ing them to un der stand what needsto
bedone—aswell asbeingarolemodel. The
pastor isarolemodel inor ganizing, and |
thinkit' sreally necessary, especialyinru
ral ar eas, that that speci ficity bethere.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you. Any others
wishing to speak on the amendment, the
amend ment to de lete? Yes, | see agreen
card. Go back to 6.

EDWARD A. KAIL (lowa): | support
thisrecent motion out of con cernthat webe
ableto sup port faith-based com mu nity or-
ganizinginbothrural and ur ban con texts.
Wejust re ceived there port of the Shalom
Zone Initiative, and | believe it's vital in
sup port of communi tiesof Shalomthat we
beabletoengagein or gani zation onmany
dif ferentlevels,includingeconomicdevet-
opment, community development, and
church development. | would ask you to
sup port thisamend ment.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you. Yes, over
here. Cometo 4.

THOMAS O. GARNHART (Wiscont
sin): | would op posetheamend ment totake
out the amend ment, in that | am a strong
sup porter of community or ganizingand of
economicdevel op ment; but thiswould put
that into the paragraph of dutiesfor al pas
tors, and | would hopethat all pastorswould
en cour age thosethingsto hap pen, but | do
notthinkit’ sanappropri ateex pectationfor
every pastortobepersonallyinvolvedinor
ganizing and economic development,
though| surehopethey’ resupportiveofit.

BISHOP IVES: Is there anybody else
wish ing to speak against the amend ment?
The chair has some thing to—the chair of
thecom mit tee? Do you have any com ment
to make? (“FINE” heard) OK, what is be-
fore us is the amendment to delete the
amend ment, on Item No. 325, whichwould
leavethepeti tionasitisorigi nally printed.
If youunder stand, I’mgoingto call now for
your vote on theamend ment to deletethose
wordsthat are on page 327. If you' re ready
to vote, please votewhen thelight ap pears.
Y ou did not sup port the amend ment—] Yes,
360; No, 559]. We're back to the Item No.
325asitisprinted. If youwould sup port the
committee's recommendationfor concur
rence as amended, please vote when the
light appears.

BISHOPIVES: Y ou have sup ported corn-
currence[ Yes, 771; No, 145] LaVvon.

WILSON: On p. 1909, Caendar Item
326, Peti tion 30066 Advance DCA, p. 964,
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the committee recommends nonconcur
rence, Bishop.

BISHOP IVES: The committee recom
mendsnon con cur renceon Peti tion 326. If
you're ready to vote, please vote when the
light ap pears. Y ou sup ported con cur rence
by [Yes, 590; No, 317].

WILSON: Bishop, that concludes our
group for the present time.

BISHOP IVES: That concludes your
work at thispresent timeandwe' regoingto
moveto Fi nanceand Administration. Com
mittee on Finance and Administration.
Point of or der, yes, cometo Mike 1 and state
your point of or der please.

JOE P. PEA BODY (North Geor gia): On
item #323, | thought | heard the chair say
that we had voted con cur renceand thecom:
mitteemoved non-concur rence, itdidnot. ..

BISHOP IVES:. We voted concurrence
withnonconcurrence.

PEABODY: Alright, I'm embarrassed
then. So my un der stand ing what the house
did.

BISHOP IVES:. Some times that is con-
fusing, that’ sOK. Y es, Fi nanceand Ad min-
istration.

STAN SAGER (New Mex ico): Bishop,
it'smy.

BISHOP IVES: Do we have the micro
phone here? Inthemid die?

Financial AdministrationTeam
Introduced

SAGER: Bishop, it'smy pleasuretoin-
tro duce the won der ful mem bers of the Fi-
nancial Administrationteam. Tomyrightis
Ernie Swiggett, whoisalay del egatefrom
theNew York del egationandtomy leftis
Phyllis Rodriguez who is a lay delegate
fromWisconsin, | am Stan Sager, | amalay
del egatefrom New Mex ico. Theitemsbe-
foreyou will be six, | would refer you first
to Cal en dar Item 306, which ap pearson p.
1907 of the DCA, itreferstoPeti tion30478
on page 428 of the ADCA.

BISHOPIVES: Could you give usthe pe
ti tion num ber again? Sometimeswhenwe
get the peti tion num ber then here the page
num ber thengo back tothepeti tionnum ber
wemissit so. . . thepeti tion num ber is?

SAGER: Peti tionNumberis30478. Itis, |
believe, on the left column of that page.
Page 425. The committee has voted non-
con cur rence with the pro posal that the Di-
rector of Communi cationsberequiredtobe
amem ber of CCF&A but with out vote.

BISHOP IVES: Well, | guessthe chair is

con fused at this point. | know if . . . what
wasthepeti tionnumber again?

SAGER: The Peti tion Num ber is30478.
Did | give you the wrong num ber?

BISHOP IVES: Yes. | think we are di-
rected to thewrong place aren’t we, or am |
the only one that’sin the wrong place?

SAGER: Cal endar Item 306.
BISHOPIVES: 306, Got cha.

SAGER: | gaveyou theright rec om men-
dation Bishop, itwasnonconcur rence.

BISHOPIVES: Non con cur renceon Cak
endar Item 306.

SAGER: Theratio nal of thecom mit tee
wassim ply that it would im pose an un nec
essary burden, particularly upon smaller
confer enceswhentheDi rector of Commu
ni cationsmay al ready beinvitedto Confer
ence Council on Finance and
Administrationissues.

BISHOP IVES: Okay, are you ready to
voteon 3067V oting non con cur rence, you
voteyesif you sup port thecom mittee’ srec
ommendation for nonconcurrence. No, if
you do not. Please vote when the light ap-
pears. Y ou sup ported the com mit tee [ Yes,
836; No, 94].

SAGER: Cal endar Item 307, p. 1907, this
isPeti tion30646. Thepeti tionappearsonp.
439 of the ad vanceDCA, thecommitteehas
recommended nonconcurrence, believing
thatitwasnot necessary toaddthepro posed
language.

BISHOP IVES: 307 is be fore you. Here
again the recommendationis for noncon
cur rence. If youwould sup port non con cur-
rencevoteyes. If not vote no when thelight
appears. You supported nonconcurrence
[Yes, 850; No, 73].

SAGER: MovingtoCal endar Item 308, it
also appears on p. 1907, the Petition is
30067 on p. 340 of the ad vance DCA. Peti-
tion 30067. The com mit tee has voted non-
concurrence.

BISHOP IVES: The committee recom
mend non con cur renceon 308. If youwould
support the committee’' s recommendation
for noncon cur rencevoteyeswhenthelight
appears, if not, voteno. Y ouhavecon curred
['Yes, 838; No, 69].

SAGER: | would refer you to Cal en dar
Item 310 at p. 1907, the ADCA page is 440,
right col umn at the bot tom of the page, Peti
tion 31550. The com mit tee has also voted
nonconcur renceonthatissue.

BISHOP IVES: The committee recom
mends non con cur renceon item 310. If you
would sup port non con cur rencevoteyes, if
you would not, vote no when the light ap-
pears.

SAGER: Lastitemiscal endar.

BISHOP IVES: Wait until this is fin-
ished.
SAGER: I’'m sorry.

BISHOP IVES: Y ou sup ported non con-
currence[ Yes, 751; No, 167].

SAGER: Calendar Item 14 appears at
page 1835 of theDCA. Thatisacon sent cal-
en dar page. It is been re moved be cause of
weer roneously reported it ascon cur rence
while it should have been re ported as non-
concurrence. Mea culpa. And the com mit-
teethen has voted non con cur rence on this
issue.

BISHOPIVES: You' reon page 835. Item
14.

SAGER: I'm sorry, it isp. 432, peti tion
page 432 of the Advance DCA, itisPetition
30202. Thevoteisfor nonconcur rence.

BISHOP IVES: The mo tion to the com-
mitteeisfor non-concur rencefortheCal en
dar Item 14. Yes, question? Cometo Mike
2.

Abor tionand Funding Debated

STAN SAGER (NewMexico): My secre
tary tells me | just missed item 309. If |
could go back . . .

JACK W. PLOWMAN (West ern Penn-
syl vania): | urgethat the Con fer encevote
contrary totherec om men dation. Therea
son | recommenditisthis. Unfor tunately
today, the different general committees
sup port, fi nancially, abor tion. As| un der-
stand the peti tion, it would be served to pre-
vent the funding of ether abortion or
opposition to abortion, which as | under-
stand it to be the posi tion of the Gen eral
Coun cil today. And for that reason, | urge
neutrality be our position. The General
Council on Finance and Administration
currently enforcesasimi lar provi sioninre
specttohomosexual ity. | seenoreasonwhy
adistinction should bemadeand | urgethat
wevotenonconcur rentwiththerecommen
dationof thecommittee.

BISHOP IVES: The speech against the
recommendationfornonconcurrence. Any-
body else wishing to speak in favor or
against?Y es, cometo mi cro phonetwo.

JOHN SETH (Western Pennsylvania):
[Thereisnothing from him].

JUNE McCULLOUGH (SouthernNew
Jersey): Bishop, as | read paragraph65J,
The Church’s Stand On Abor tion, | believe
that this peti tion would be out of or der be-
cause the church has a stand that does not
preclude abortion, as this petition would
preclude our church officials speaking to
thatissue.

BISHOPIVES: Y our sug gesting that the
whole peti tion isout of or der? Well, shall
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wetakethetimetolook? | think the mat ter
has been before the com mit tee. Theissue
was not raised in the committee as to
whether thiswasin or der or not. | think, at
thispoint, I'm going to havetoruleitisin
or der for ustotakeactiononit asitis. The
motionisnonconcurrence, remember, with
this. We have a speech in favor of con cur-
rence. A vote to nonconcur would essen
tially accomplish what you said, June. If
you' reready tovoteonthecommit tee’ srec-
om mendation onnum ber 14 that—yes, on
thel eft back there—cometo num ber seven.

PHILIP J  WOGAMAN (Bat-
more-Washington): As a member of the
GCFA, | want to sup port the com mit tee's
action, whichwasunani mousonthis, andto
draw the Conference's attention to the
sweeping character of the language con-
tained in Petition 30202. It says “The
GCFA shall beresponsi bleforensuringthat
no board, agency, committee, commission,
council, or task force shall di rectly or in di-
rectly support, subsi dize, belongto, beaf fil
iated with, or in any way endorse or
par tici pate,” etc., etc. Toim poseuponthe
GCFA the responsibility to police what
could be comewitchhuntsin the char ac ter
of thewholechurch seemstomeentirely in
appropriate and | urge the conference to
sup porttheaction of thecommitteeonthat
matter.

BISHOP IVES: Okay, we've had a
speechinfavor of the po si tion of the com-
mit tee. We' ve had a speech against the po-
sition of the committee. You've aready
spo ken to this. Is there any body else who
wants to speak? Y es?

DAVE MENDYK (Nebraska):

BISHOP IVES: You're on the floor,
you'readel egate.

MENDYK: Thank you. God bless the
UMC. (laughter) | do want to say that our
churchisnot neutral. Wearenot neutral on
thisissue. Let usrecon cileour selvesto be
the voice of that un born child. We can sup-
port that un born child through our prayers
and our monies. Thank you.

BISHOP IVES: | interpret that as a
speechagainstthecommitteerecommenda
tion.

TSHIBANG KASAP  (North-West
Katanga, Congo): May | speak in French

BISHOPIVES: Ex cuseme. Inter preters.
Wait for theinter pretation. Wait until they
giveit toyou.

KASAP: Okay.

BISHOPIVES: Inter pretationplease.

KASAP: (Spesking in French as inter
preted). | think that in term of ethics the

churchhastotakeaposi tionthatisclear and
neat. | don't see any difference between
somebody who is a doctor and anybody
who is making abortion. The abortion is
mur der. The church hasto say “no” to abor-
tioninall itsforms. We Af ri can del egates
are kind of scan dal ized on what we heard
about abor tion. What wehear inthisconfer-
enceisdisturbingalittlebit our faithasAf-
ri cans. What we hear and know is that the
church has been [unintelligible]inAfrica
withedi fi cation of, withthehelpof Amer i
can church, and what we hear is not rep re
sentingex actly what webelievetoget from
America. | thank you.

BISHOPIVES: Thank you. | want alsoto
make clear in any interpretation or com-
mentsthat | makethat if the del e gate does
not under stand my languagethat that will be
inter preted aswell. I’ ve had three speeches
againsttherecommendation of thecommit
tee. I've heard two speechesinfavor of the
committee’s recommendation. I'll recog
nize somebody whoisspeak inginfavor of
thecom mittee’ srecom mendation. I'll rec
og hizethehand way to theback, theyel low
way in the back, | saw you first.

DAVID SEVERE (Oklahoma): It seems
tomethat thecom mitteeiscor rect because
if weadopt thelan guagethat isat page 432,
then no onecan evenspeak inop posi tionto
theper for manceof abor tionsunder any cir-
cum stances. Our stanceisquiteclear onthat
intheUnited Meth odist Church. Wedo not
approve abortions under any circum
stances, so to turn down the committee’s
recommendationistosi lenceusonourown
previouslytakenposition.

BISHOPIVES: Thank you. Weareun der
the mandate to vote. We've had three
speechesfor and threeagainst. Our rulesin
di cate that when that’ s hap pened, then we
areready to vote. Doesthe chair of the com:
mitteehaveany thinginad di tionto say?

SAGER: Briefly Bishop, the com mit tee
has felt that there were at |east two rea sons
fornonconcurrence.

Oneistheunreason ablebur denwhichit
was per ceived that this would place upon
GCFA toputitintheposi tionof moni toring
meetings, actions throughout and the ex -
pense to the church would be substantial.
Number two, this would seem to be ad-
dressingthevery sensi tiveabor tionissue,
not di rectly in thecom mit teeswherethese
matters are considered, but indirectly
through the fi nance end and wedid not feel
thatwasappropri ate.

BISHOPIVES: Item num ber 14 on page
1835 is before you. Committee recom
mendsnonconcur rencewithitem14. If you
would sup portthecommittee’ srecommen

dation, voteyes; if you would not, vote no.
Please vote when thelight ap pears.

BISHOP S. CLIFTON IVES: You have
supported the committee’s recommenda
tion for nonconcurrence, [Yes, 811; No,
126] . Y ou had one more item?

STAN SAGER (New Mexico): | have
onemorethatisCal endar Item 309, p. 1907
of theDCA. It refersto ADCA, p. 440, Peti-
tion 30119. The com mit tee has voted non-
con cur rence. Thisisthesamegen eral area
of two ear lier peti tions of which you have
sustainedvotesof nonconcur renceonsimi-
lar orrelatedissues.

BISHOP IVES: 309 on p.1907 is be fore
you, recommendationisnon-con cur rence.
If you would sup port the com mit tee' srec-
ommendation for nonconcurrence, vote
yes, if not, vote no when the light ap pears.
Y ousupportedthecommittee’ srecommernt
dation,[ Yes, 783; No, 131]. Wearewithina
few secondsof anor der of theday, whichis
beforeus. We're go ing to have to sus pend
work oncal endar itemsat thistimeand, and
move along. Are those who are, are those
who are prepared to bring before us the
Genera Council onMinistry ReportNo. 3
pre pared to go? Bishop Hearn.

BISHOP J. WOODROW HEARN: In
1996, with great excitement, the General
Confer enceadoptedtwospecial ini tiatives.
Thefirst oneof thosewasenti tled, “ Shared
Mission Fo cuson Y oung Peo ple,” and the
secondonewasenti tled, “ Strengtheningthe
Black Church for the Twenty-first Cen-
tury.” We, of course, all rec og nizethesig-
nificance of these two specid
ini tiatives—the one on young peo ple and
the one onthe Afro-Amer i can church min-
istry.

Theseini tials—thesetwoini tiativeswere
assignedto havearelation ship by the Gen
eral Confer encetotheGeneral Counsel on
Ministries, and so we are pleased to day to
bring you are port of what has been done
during this quadrennium. We, first, will
hear from there port on the Shared Mission
Focus on Young People; and, secondly,
we'll hear the re port on Strengthening the
Black Churchfor the Twenty-first Century.
I'll ask those who are pre sent ing these ma-
teri alstointro ducethem selvesto the con-
fer enceat thetimethey cometo makethese
presentations. Thefirst one, areportonthe
Shared Missions Fo cuson Y oung Peo ple,
to be followed by the report of
Strengthening the Black Church in the
Twenty-first Century.

Shared Mission Fo cuson Young People

AUD REY FULGRAM: Our ‘96 General
ConferencecreatedtheSharedMissionFo
cus on Young People. It called for the
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churchtoreorderitspri oritiesandfocuson
the joys and pains of young peo ple around
the globe. It called for us to bring per sons
betweentheagesof 12—30intothelifeand
ministry of the church. Since 1996, theini-
tiativehasworked dil i gently tothisend un-
der theum brellaof the General Council on
Ministries. Wewishto ex pressto themour
deepgratitude.

Fromfi nancingreceived through the Fo-
cus 2000 Fund, we supported the imple
mentationof innovativepilotprogramsand
youngpeople sministriesglobally. Wecol-
laboratedwithour United Methodist semi-
naries on strengthening the relevancy of
theologi cal educationinthear easof youth
and young adult ministries. Not theleast of
our work wasthe gath er ing to gether of the
general program agency staffs related to
young people’ sministries. Dy namicissue
forumswereheld ontheissuesof vi olence,
substanceabuse, theAsianeconomiccri Sis,
andtherel evancy of thechurch. Werea ize
that it will takeall of us. Our dream hasbeen
that to gether we can move mountains. Now
I wouldinviteyoutofo cusonthedreamsof
our young people.

(VideoPresentation)
(Applause)

JEFF QUICK (West ern New York): The
Book of Hebrews, Chapter 12, verse 1 tells
usthat likethat great cloud of wit nesseswe,
too, should lay aside ev ery hin drance and
the sin that clings so closely to us and run
with per sever ancetheracethat isset before
us. | believe that it's time to run that race,
and never give up.

| dreamof achurchwhereministrieswith
youth and young adults, center around
mentoring relation shipsfor peoplelikethe
Rev er end Roger Bill whoisoneof my men
tors, lov ingly work side by side with usin
themissionfield. Roger nur tured asense of
sdlf-worthin us. He of fered us op por tu ni-
tiesof lead er ship. Heof fered usthetool sfor
ministry that weneeded. Moreim por tantly
than any thing el se, Roger hel ped usto grow
intoarelationshipwithour Lordand Savior
Je sus Christ. | believethat it'stimeto run
the race and never give up.

And | dream of achurch where those who
feel calledtoministrieswith young people
wouldfind cut ting-edgemeth odsof lead er-
ship and solid, scrip tural, and spir i tual de-
velopments. Let's offer theologica
educationappropri atetotheir specificcal-
ing. We must continue to strengthen our
theological education where ministries to
youth and young adults are con cerned. The
time is long since gone when our church
could af ford tolook at youth ministry and

young adult ministry asastep ping stoneto
real ministry.

(Applause)

| believethatitistimetoruntherace, and
never give up!

| dream of a church, achurch where gen-
eral agency staff would gather to gether and
designacom prehensiveplanfor ministry.
Let’s[Unintel li gi ble] for our churchasense
of cooper ationthat changeslives. Let’sre
new afire for Christ in our young peo ple.
John Wes ley said, “ Catch on fire with en-
thu s asm, and folks will come from miles
away just to watch you burn.”

(Laughter-Applause)

| dream of a church where youth and

youngadultsareonfirewithenthusi asmfor
God. And better yet, whilewe' redreaming

and while we're imagining, | dream of a
church where the folks in the pews and the

folksin the pul pits are scream ing to them,
“Burn baby, burn!” It' stimefor usto runthe
race and never giveup. It'stimefor usto get
so excited about youth and young adult

ministriesthat westart drawingacrowdand
that that crowd would becoming frommiles
away just to watch that burn ing—that de-

sirefor Christ.

| dream of a denominationwherelocal

churchesandannual confer encesendeavor
toprovidecreativeandinnovativeminis
trieswith young peo ple. Let’slead theway
inresearching meth odsof reaching, teach-
ing, mentoring, and sending anew gener a
tion of Christians. We must reach, teach,
men tor, and send these young peo ple—the
onesin side our church and the ones on the
out side, aswell. | believe that it'stime to
run the race and never give up.

And | dream of a church where we quit
wait ing for them to cometo us.

(Applause)

Let’s go to them. Who said that the race
had to be run around atrack?Who said that
we had to wait for the spec tatorsto come
and sitinour bleach ers?Let’ squit run ning
incir cles. Let’ sstart run ning right through
the mid dle of town. Let’s go to the young
peo pleand find out first hand their joysand
their pains. Let’ sfind out first hand how we
might embark on ministrieswith them.

Scripture tells us, “Church, go into the
world,” not world, cometo the church. | be
lieve that it’s time to run the race and, with
per sever ance, that we should never, never
give up.

BISHOPS. CLIFTON IVES: Thank you.
Thank you.

(Applause)

BISHOP MARSHALL L. MEADORS
JR: We've been moving mountains by
bringing together the initiatives of the
church. TheBishop'sIni tiativeon Children
and Poverty, Strengthening the Black
Church for the Twenty-first Century, the
National Planfor Hispanic Ministries, the
Native American Comprehensive
Plan—all of these and the other ini tiatives
haveestablishedcreativepart ner shipswith
the boards and the agen cies of the church.

Theforumfor thisthat’ smadeit possi ble
has been the Shared Mission Focus on
Y oung Peo ple. Together westruggledwith
what it means to be a global church. To-
gether we sought to put asideis sues of turf
and rather to seek to build com mu nity. All
of thisisto createthechurchinwhichthere
aremoreop por tuni tiesfor young peopleto
bepartici pantsinthefull lifeof thechurch.

We've seen dreams come true. We've
seen systemic change. We' ve adopted new
waysof beinginministry. Lifeisdif ferent.
We're looking at our lives in ministry
through a wider lens, and the forum has
been the Shared Mis sion Fo cus on Y oung
People.

JUL IUSNEL SON (Li beria): War isnot
good. Whether you are in Liberia,Sierra
Leone, Nigeria Sudan,Zimbabwe, Angola,
Mozambique, the Congo, Rwanda, Bu -
rundi, Egypt, Ethiopia, Russia, France,
China, the Philippians, or the United States
of Amer ica, war isnot good.

Promotingreconcil i ationamongyouthis
apilotprojectintheLi beriathatisaliveto-
day be cause of Shared Mission Fo cuson
Young People and other partners. The
prayer project pro videsyoung peo plefrom
thechurchand thecom mu nity theop por tu-
nity to re flect on their root causes and ef-
fects of the civil war in Li beria. From the
learning and the sharing, Liberian young
people are looking for ways to restore
peace. They aremov ingtheir communi ties
fromacul ture of vi o lenceto acul ture of
peaceandreconciliation. Theyaredeciding
toac cept each other inthevar i ouscommu-
ni tiesandaretryingtofor givetheir brothers
and disters for what happened duringthe
civil war. Thank God. Thank God for the
decision to start this initiative for young
peo plein our church. To gether we move
mountains.

(Applause)

EDWIN ZEIDERS (Central Pennsylva
nia): All young people have a basicneed
and right to know that they are loved in fi-
nitely by God and that God seeksfor thema
life of joy, hope, and meaning.
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On October 8-10, 1999, a consultation
washeldinvolvingrepresentativesof the13
United Methodist semi nariesintheUnited
States and representatives of the Shared
MissionFocusregardingtheroleour semi-
naries might play in equipping our own
semi nary stu dentsto bemore ef fectivein
prepar ing for ministry withyouthandwith
youngpeople. Theconsul tationresultedin
thepresentation of 19 specific state ments
and six additional questions challenging
both the sem i nar ies and the church to ask
evenmoreand deeper questionswithregard
to ministry for and with youth and young
people.

The Association of United Methodist
Theologi cal Schoolswill continuetoreflect
on our work and our com mit ment to equip
bothclergy andlaity for ef fectiveyouthand
young adult ministries. Additionaly, we
wouldencour agedeeper and morepenetrat
ing dialogue designed to challenge the
whole church to work more cre atively—to
close the gap be tween the church and the
youth and young adult cul turesemergingin
our global community.

LANEC.WINN (Loui si ana): | dream of
achurchwhereyoung peoplearenot sitting
on the back pew ev ery Sunday in wor ship
but, wherethey arelead ing the ser viceside
by sidewith other clergy and laity. | dream
of a church that is not afraid to ask, that is
not sat isfied with the statusquo, that does
not want to see a wider gap between the
“us’ and “them”. While we as youth and
young adults can learn and gain from those
older than us, we, too, have much to teach
and sharewithyou. Today | commissionall
of you to con tinue to lis ten to the voice of
young peo pleinour church. My gener ation
is still beinginflu enced by theworld. So
why not makeanim pact onusasthechurch.
Remember when you're designing your
church of your dream to in clude the young
people of today. United Methodists are
amazing Christians and by working to-
gether all of our dreams will come true.

(Applause)

JEFF QUICK: A vi sion hasbeen set forth
by the Shared Mission Focus On Young
Peo plefor the church. Itisavi sionthat has
young peo ple liv ing out their faith in the
present, andleadingtheway intothefuture.
Itisavi sion where un churched young peo-
ple are offered the unconditional love of
Godthroughwaysthat areaf firmingandac
cepting. Itisavi sionthat claimsyoung peo-
ple, nomat ter whothey are, asassetsrather
than liabilities. The United Methodist
Churchsimply cannotliveor thrivewithout
us. As chair of the Shared MissionFocus
OnY oung Peo ple, | would liketo thank the
General Conference on behalf of young

peo ple across our globe for thisini tiative.
Whilewe'reex cited about thework that we
have al ready ac com plished, we know that
there is still much to do. And we look for-
ward to our contin ued work withyou as, to-
gether, we move mountains.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you very much.
(Applause) Our agendacallsfor usto move
totheseconditemthat you hadfrom. ..My
questionis, you know, we'rerun ning very
close on time. We're at the—we have set
aside about 30 min utes to do this and we
only haveabout 10 of those min utesleft and
I don’tthink that’ sgoingtobesuf fi cient for
you to do what you want to do, isit?

WALTER KIMBROUGH (North Geor-
gia): Nosir.

BISHOP IVES: What is the will of the
house? | don’t want toin ter rupt thisin the
middle, if they begin. .. how muchtimeare
youlookingfor?

KIMBROUGH: 25 min utes.

BISHOPIVES: In or der to completethis
re port, we would have to ex tend the time
which meanswe're not going to leave here
until af ter 12:30, prob ably. | hear the mo-
tiontoex tend thetimetoal low thecomple
tion of thisre port. Sec ond it, if you would
approve, indi cate when the light ap pears.
Y ouhaveapprovedtheex tensionof timeby
543 to 336. Go ahead.

Srengthening the Black Church
for the 21° Century

KIMBROUGH: Thank you, Bishop Ives
and members of the general conference,
del e gates-year 2000. As amem ber of the
coordinating committee to strengthen the
black church of the 21* century, we are
pleased to have a significant leadership
from ev ery sec tor of the church. The com
mit teeisably chaired by Bishop Jon athan
Keaton. Dr. Car olyn Johnson served asour
vice-chair. Thelate Rev. Valerielrvin, who
madehertransi tionsud denly fromlifemor-
tal to lifeim mor tal two weeks ago to day,
Andres Salterswho isour co or di nator for
strength ening the black church withthe 21°
century, a total coordinating committee
com posed of 19 per sonsrepresenting each
of thefivejurisdictions.

We started at this pro cess 8 years ago at
theGeneral Conferencein1992. Legisla
tionwaspresentedtouscall ingforanini tia
tive in the life of our great church to
strengthen the black church aswe were pre
par ingto moveintothe 21 century. Itwasa
layperson, LillianLane,inChi cago, Il li nois
on the Chicago Southern district many,
many years ago, who said to me, “Wal ter,
those of us who came from the Lexington
Conference had what the former Rock

River Con fer ence needed and they wanted
it. But we failed to give it to them.” And |
saidto Lillian, “What wasit that we had that
the larger church needed?’ And she said,
“We had a Spirit to bring to them. And in-
stead of bringing to them what they needed,
we started act ing like them.”

Well, wehave shifted fromthat po si tion.
Werecognizethat ablessingfor TheUnited
Meth od ist Church iswhat hap penswithin,
contextually, thelifeandex peri enceof our
Black congregations. Webelievegreat de
liv er ancewill comefromthisarena. And so,
four yearsago, in 1996, theGenera Confer-
enceover whelmingly ap proved of thisini-
tiative that got us started. And be cause of
the decision made four years ago, we're
mov ing, I'm convinced, in theright di rec-
tion, to helping re shapethisgreat de nomi-
nation of ours, so that wewould movefrom
beingadecliningdenomi nationtoonethat
isgrow ing and vi brant. My friend and col-
league, Dr. Car olyn Johnsonwill comenow
andgivemoreinfor mation.

CAROLYNJOHN SON (NorthIndiana):
Thank you, Dr. Kimbrough. And del egates,
I know you arehungry. But thereisnothing
quiteassatisfyingashearingstoriesof peo-
ple who has been claimed by Christ and
whose lives have been changed by Christ.
And that re dly isin deed what we think is
thesuc cessstory of strengthening theblack
church for the 21° century. As you have
probably readinyour document, theini tia
tiveset up 25 con gregational resource cen
ters that were chosen because they were
vi tal congregations. Andthat vi tal ity was
not nec essar ily defined by sizebut by hav-
ing sound lay and clergy leadership that
worked in part ner shipwith each other; that
of fered the abil ity and the time and the ca-
pacity for faith for mation, bi blestudy, and
prayer; that wasstrategi cally placedwithin
the com mu nity to re spond to the needs of
thecommu nity; and who had asense of cul-
tural memory that it brought tothetheologi-
cal andthebibli cal under stand ing and the
expressiveness of United Methodism
within that area, within that com mu nity.

And it also had achance to not just iden-
tify thosecongregational resourcecenters,
but to have amech anism for those con gre-
gations who would be caled partner
churches to work with congregationa re-
source cen ters. And what was in deed spe-
cia about this initiative is that it
demonstrated that therewasareal yearning
among congregations to want to increase
the depth and the breadth of the abil ity to
makedisci plesfor JesusChrist. Andinthat
topartici pateinself-study, towork withthe
congregational resource center, to come
homeand dofol low-up, and toin deed then
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try tolive out the kinds of—live out thelife
of thevery work that they had been dedl ing
with. Now as| said to you eer lier, there are
many, many, many stories, butwe'regoing
to share one. And that you will see as the
videobegins.

(Video)
(Applause)

CAROLYN JOHNSON: As my Uncle
Alec would say, “That’s not some thing we
read about, that’s something welive.” Let,
let me say to you that, as you have read in
your materials, we are pro posing that the
ini tiativebecontinuedfor sev eral reasons.
One, last quadren nium, aswe said, that we
would work with 400-600 part ner con gre-
gations—partner teams—out of a desig
nated number of churches. We have just
about met that goal, but what we didn’t
count onwasthenum ber of congregations
that are indeed yearning to participate in
thiskind of ini tiative.

Alsowe' refindingthat, asyouwell know
in our denomination, that we find many
congregationsof Afri can-Ameri canUnited
Meth odiststhat findthemselvescul tur ally
isolated wherethey are, sothat they may in-
deedbetheonly Af ri can-Ameri cancongre
gation. And many of the kind of link ages
and net work that they need to have—that
wouldbevery helpful—arenot avail ableto
them in their own location. And as you
know, SBBC crosses all our, our jurisdic-
tional lines.

Another oneisthat wefindthat thedemo-
graphicsof thepopulations, particularly of
theun churched, aretak ing on someunique
char acteristicsinthistimeperiod. Notonly
are we talking about unchurched, which
may bevery dif fer ent thanyou under stood
it twenty yearsago—apeo plewhowerenot
inchurch, but who had some church ex peri-
ence. We'retalk ing now about peo plewho

areun churched with no church ex peri ence
at all.

Aswell asthefact that what | think isthe
joy of thispro gram is that while it may be
designed to fit specific congregations, a
particular cultural pattern—the learnings
andthemod el sthat aredevel oped—arenot
culturally restrictive. Itisin deed the best
ex am pleof theconnectional princi ple, not
in terms of administrative links of some
kind of hi er ar chy, but of thethingsthat we
clearly understand to be connectional.
Sharedvi sion, resourcemobi li zation, link-
age, andnetwork ing.

At some point during this Annual
Con—during this General Conference, |
hope Rev er end Cynthiawill teach you, if
you don’t know how, to sing a song called,
“1 Woke Up This Morn ing With My Mind
Staid on Jesus.” Andif you know that song,
per hapsthat encapsulatesev ery thingtosay
about thisini tiative. That what it tendsto do
isto make surethat peo plein deed do wake
up each morn ing with their mind staid on
Je sus. And when your mind is staid on Je-
sus, it’ svery clear what youmust do. Rev er-
end Kimbrough.

AL BERT KIMBROUGH: Sev eral mem
bersof thelead er ship team arecoming now
to stand with me, and Bishop Peter Weaver
will shareaword with usto day. Let mesee
if | can’'t summarizewhat’ stak ing place.

The pri mary ob jec tive of Strengthening
the Black Church for the Twenty-first Cen-
tury seeksto takethose con gre gationsthat
areinfactvi tal, inthewords of Bishop Roy
Nickels, andtransformthemintocongrega
tional re source cen ters. What we mean by
that isthat those Black United Meth od ists
congregationsinAmerica,whoaredoinga
significantjobinministry, possessamoral
obli gationto sharewith oth erswho are not
experiencing vitality in their places, who
arenot ex peri encing ex citement, who are

not encountering significant growth. We
usedtosay it an other way: “ Thestrong must
bear thein fir mity of theweak.”

And so twenty-fivevi tal United Meth od-
istcongregationsthat areBlackinAmerica
have been selected to be comethe teach ers
of oth ers of our con gre gations acrossthe
vast nessof thisnation. Wehavenot ar rived
at wherewe want to be. But we are one qua-
drenniumonour way. Andweneed thecon
tinuedsupportof General Confer ence2000
tosay, “Yes, you'remov ing in theright di-
rection.” To say, “Yes, we care.” To say,
“Y es, wesup port” andtosup portthisini tia
tivetothefull est ex tent.”

And | en cour ageyouto keepinmind that
ev ery congregational resourcecenter adds
addi tional dol larstobringingabout thispar
ticular ministry. Every partner congrega
tion shares their resources as well as the
gen erd church. And | want you to fur ther
keepinmindthat each of our congregations
sharewithev ery other congregationinpay-
ing conference apportionments. We need
you to help Black United Meth od ists con-
gregationsbeablessingtothetotal denomi-
nation. | am con vinced that our time un der
God is now.

BISHOP PETER D.WEAVER: Let me
say just one word—thisisnot just strength-
ening the Black church for the twenty-first
cen tury, thisis a gift to the whole church.
Thisisstrengthening TheUnitedMethodist
Church for the twenty-first cen tury. Thisis

strengthening  communities  for  the
twenty-firstcentury.
(Applause)

And you saw the faces across the street.
Most im por tantly, thisisal low ingthelove
of Je susto flow so that lives are strength-
ened and trans formed as sis ters and broth-
ers across this world move into the
twenti ethcentury—twenty-firstcentury, to-
gether. Thanks be to God.

(Continued nextissue)



2114

May 9, 2000

WALTER L. KIMBROUGH (North
Geor gia): Bishop lves, thank you for this
time. Thank you, broth ersand sisters, for
car ing enough to giveusad di tional time. It
ismy under standingthat weareal ready op-
er atingunder amotiontosuspendtherules
by GCOM for the purpose of passingout
material. Thatismy under standing, Bishop.

BISHOP IVES: | think we passed that
ear lierinthe—inthesession, yes.

KIMBROUGH: Yes. Thank you.

KIMBROUGH : Thank you for your re-
port. Weap preci atethespiritinwhichitis
brought.

(Applause)

BISHOPIVES: Let metell youwherewe
are. We'resix minutesaway fromour reg »-
lar ad journ ment time. We have some an-
nouncements, a report from the presiding
officers, and a closing prayer. The only
questionis, to the house, is, do you want to
hear there sult of abal lot beforeyou goto
dinnerandtakeanother bal lot?If—if some
body wants to ex tend the time to do that,
that’ sokay. If not, we'll pro ceed with those
threeitemsthat | sug gested. Hear ing none,
you' |l deal your bal 1ot when you comeback
to gether, next time. Car o lyn, do you have
announcements? | want Paul
Extrum-Fernandez to come and give an-
nouncements in relationship to presiding
officers, after which I'm going to ask
Bishop Aldo Etchegoyen to dismiss us
Carolyn,announcements?

CAROLYN MARSHALL: There are
severa,whichrefertolegislativecommit
tees, aswell asad ministrativecommittees.
Let me share them with you.

The Com mit teeon Ref er encewill meet
tomor row morning, Tuesday, at 7:15a.m.,
in Room 224. Please be present if you area
mem ber of that commit tee.

The Com mit tee on Con fer enceswill be-
gin today at 2:00 p.m. This pertains to
Church and Society Legislative Commit
tee. All subcommitteechair per sons, please
meet at 2:00p.m.inthelegislativemeeting
room, B212.

Car olynMar shall
Remindsof Announcement Rules

Would re fer you to the rules of the Gen-
eral Confer enceand asotothat whichison
page1944. Numer ousannouncementskeep
comingtotheplat form, andthereistherule
that an nouncementsshould beinthe—inby
3:00 p.m. in the DCA of ficein or der that
they could be published and that we will
not, hopefully, have to make these an -
nounce ments from the stage. I’'m mak ing
two to day; how ever, af ter this, please ad-
heretotherules, asthey will not bemadefor
the rest of the week.

Hav ing said that, here arethetwo: All ra
cial ethnicdel egateswill meet on Tuesday
at lunch time, Ex hibit Hall B, Room 313,
withthelnterethnic Coor di nating Commit
tee present. And then onewhichisthe same
as what is listed in this announcement on
page 1924 [sic, 1944], right-hand col umn,
the next-to-the-llast one, that al
clergywomen del e gates and women bish-
ops are asked to meet Liz Lopez im me di-
ately fol low ing themorning sessionfor a
group photo in Ex hibit Hall A.

A reminder to all of usthat asfar asdel e
gatesareconcerned atthetables, itisimpor-
tant that liquidsnot beonthetables, aswhen
they are spilled, they do in ter fere with the
vot ing equip ment. And areminder that the
noon time con certs will bein ef fect all of
this week. The choirs share with us very
well inthebegin ning of our morning, for a
while, and then also for our morn ing wor-
ship, butremainfor aconcertat noon. We'll
begin at 12:15 downstairs near the lunch
area, and if you haveany op por tu nity at all,
please avail your selvesof the op por tu nity
to continuein wor ship and atime of multi-
cul tural ex peri encewiththem.

Bishop, that completes the announce
ments.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you, Carolyn. |
want to ex pressap preci ationtoall of you.
Y ou'veworked hard thismorning. You've
done good work. We' ve be gun to move the
train, whichwill gowithin creasing speed,
as you will un der stand, but we must con-
tinueaswemoveto know that we have been
called to be God' sholy peo pleinthisplace,
and that we are indeed on a journey of
Christ likeholi nessinall that wedointhis

place, and thank you for being on that jour-
ney and shar ing that jour ney with me, Call
on Paul Extrum-Fernandez tobringareport
forpresidingofficers.

Bishop Paup Picked
to PresideMonday Night

PAUL EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ (Cd i
forniaNevada): Thank you, Bishop Ives.
Thisevening, presidingwill be Bishop Ed-
ward Paup from the Port land Area, and con-
cludingthisevening’ ssessionwewill give
anupdateontomorrow’ spresidingof fi cers.
Thank you.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you, Paul. | want
to call on Bishop Aldo Etchegoyen, who is
thebishop of our sister churchin Argentina,
to dismiss us this morning. Bishop
Etchegoyen.

BISHOPALDOETCHEGOYEN: Letus
pray. O God, thank youfor JesusChristand
for our call ing to be part of peace mission
around the world. O Dios, gracias por Jesu
Cristo y por su llamado a ser parte de su
mision en todo el mundo. O God, thank you
for thegospel and for thetruth, justice, and
peaceof your kingdom. O Dios, gracias por
el evangelio, por laverdad, lajusticia, y la
pazdetureino. Giveuslove, faith, and hope
to pro claim your mes sage and to serve our
neighborhood. O Dios, danos fe, amor, y
esperanza para proclamar tu mensaje y
paraservir anuestro préjimo. Give usyour
Holy Spirit to ful fill your good will totrans
formthisunjusticeeconomicsystem,inor-
der to put bread and love among all peo ple.
O Dios, danos tu Espiritu Santo para
cumplir tu voluntad a fin de transformar
este justo sistema econdémico a fin de poner
pany amor entrelosprobres. Give us your
power to work with hopein favor of the hu-
man rights for al human beings. O Dios,
danos tu poder para trabajar con
esperanza en favor de los derechos
humanos para todos hermanos. Now, go
forth in peace. The grace of Lord Jesus
Christ and the love of God and the com mu-
nion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
Ahoravayan en paz.Lagraciade Jesucristo
¢l Sefior, el amor de Diosy la comunién del
Espiritu Santo sea con todos ustedes.
Amen.

BISHOP IVES: Amen.

(Adjournment)



