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Corrections

Page 1779, column 2, paragraph 4:
Add the name Grant J. Hagiya.

Page 1914, column 2: Speeches at-
trib uted to LUKASO MEMBELE and
ASHEMA ASOPOwereactually made
by AKASA J. UMEMBUDI.

Page 1923, column 2, paragraph 2:
DR. WIL LIAM MCCLAIN is United
Methodist.

(Continued fromp. 1938)

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, | would like to
call thebody’ sat tention to the bot tom of p.
1257 and the top of p. 1258. In your hand-
book, DCA. Normally the de ci sion on ap-
peal ingthedeci sionof thechairinRobert’s
Rules of Or der is de bated. But in the au-
thor ity of thechair per son, inour ownrules,
“TheBishop presiding shall de cide points
of or der raised by the del e gates and shall
rule on points of or der not raised by del e-
gates, asthe chair deems nec es sary to con-
formtotheserulesof or der, subject inboth
casesto an ap peal tothe Confer ence by any
delegate without debate, except that the
chair per sonandtheap pel lant, intheor der
here named, shall each have three min utes
forastatementinsup port of their respective
positions.” Therefore, | will recog nizethe
per son who madethemotion. | will rec og-
nizethechair per sonfor are sponse—those
will bethe only two. Right. | will speak and
then the ap pel lant will speak and then you
will vote. Therewill benoother recogni tion
of themat ter.

When the mo tion was made, the rea son
that | took it as a unit—the mo tion had two
parts. One hav ing to do with “Liv ing into
the Fu ture,” and the sec ond, which is the
point of contention here, isthat thefirst sec-
tion of thereport bereferredtothegen eral
church Cov enant Coun cil pro posedinthe
“LivingintheFuture’ section. Thosewere
tied to gether intermsof thefirst sectionre-
fer ringtothe Cov enant Council inthesec-
ondsection. OK, themotiontorefer wasto
deal withthe cov enant coun cil issueinthe
legidative committee. Therefore, it is my
rul ingthat therewasnorequest todi videthe
twoissues. | acceptedit asamat ter of ref er-
ence to the com mit tee, thewholemotion,
and that ismy state ment of ratio nale. Now
weturn to the ap pel lant to make his state-

ment and then there will be a vote. Mike
two.

MAC BRANTLEY (North Georgia):
Bishop, | would ask if it would be possi ble
for thesecretary toread themotion that was
made by ChrisHar man.

BISHOP BLAKE: That will be done.
Yes. Sheread it once. Isit now inthe hands
of thesecretary? Y es. Carolynwill read the
motion.

CAROLYNMARSHALL:“I movethat
werefer thesectionof the CPT reportfti tled
‘Living into the Future’ to Legidative
CommitteeNumber 6, General andJudicia
Administration, for scrutiny, perfection,
and re turn to the ple nary through our nor-
mal legislativeprocess.” Andtheninparen
the ses, “It be ginson p. 18 of thered DCA
and isalso printed on p. 1686 of daily DCA,
May 3, whereitisnoted aspeti tion 31967."

BISHOPBLAKE: All right. Con tinue.

MAC BRANTLEY: Given what the sec-
retary just read, | think it's clear what the
per son who made the mo tion had in mind
and asked for this and was ac cepted. And |
think it is in contrary, in contradictionto
what was ruled by the chair, and | ask for it
tobereferred.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, the mat ter is be-
foreyou. If you sup port the ap peal, which
meansyou sup port the ap peal that wasjust
stated, you will vote “yes.” If you sup port
the chair, you will vote“no,” be causetech-
nicaly it's a motion before the body, so
we'rehonor ingthemotion. If you sup port
the ap pel late, you will vote “yes.” If you
support the chair’s ruling, you will vote
“no.” Vote when the light comes on.
(Voting) OK, the mat ter is—you sustained
the appeal. So p. 1, 5 through 17; one
through thefirst col umn on p.18 isnow be
fore the body. [ Yes, 546; No, 374]

BISHOPBLAKE: We'regoingtorotate.
| rec og nizethe per son over here, onewith-
out acoat on. | mean, some timesyou have
to use what you can see, yaknow. (Laugh-
ter) Mike 4. Yes.

JOHN W. ED GAR: (West Ohio) | move
non-concur renceontheremainder of there
port.

BISHOP BLAKE: It's been moved and
seconded that there would be nonconcur-
rence on the re main der of there port. Y ou
want to speak toyour motion? OK, istherea
per son who would speak against this mo-
tionto, of noncon cur rencewiththissection
of thereport? Clear back, clear back in that

sec tion move up to wherefour cardsare be-
ing held up to num ber 7. Please state which
side of themotion you' re speak ing to.

EILEENWIL LIAMS: (Minnesota) | am
speak ing against themotion. Whenwevote
against pro cess, aswewould bein thismo-
tion, we are stopping the imagining and
dreamingthat can hap peninour denomi na
tion. We have tried, through the CPT pro-
cess, to raise is sues and ideas that would
helpthischurch movetoadif fer ent placein
thefuture. What wearerecommendingthis
morningisthat wekeep that processgoing,
not mak ing adeci sion onideasinthefirst
part of thisre port that wereal izearenot to
thepoint of deci sionmak ing buttokeepthe
processopenby hav ingthispor tionconsid
ered in the next four years with ad di tional
ideas, dif fer entrecommendationsand pos
sibly different legislation coming to the
2004 General Confer ence. | therefore, ask
the body not to stop the pro cess but to en-
ableit to go for ward by vot ing against this
motion.

BISHOP BLAKE: Is there a person to
spesk infavor of themo tion? Looking right
here. Y ou move to the mike. Mike 2.

Substi tuteMotionto Refer
EntireCPT Report

JOEL GARRETT (Western Pennsylva
nia): | would like to make asub sti tute mo-
tion that p. 5 through thewhole CPT report
bereferredtolegislativecom mittee6for
the same reasons as stated in the Chris
Harmon amend ment afew mo mentsago.

BISHOPBLAKE: Isthereasecond?OK,
do you want to speak? No, OK, hold on just
foraminute. Onthissub sti tutemotion, we
have a main motionfor non-con cur rence.
Now we have asub sti tute for arefer ral to
legislativecommittee6. OK, thesubsti tute
is before us. Basically our responsibility
whenwehaveasub ti tuteistofirst protect,
perfect, the main motion. In this case it
might not need per fect ing but we' ve got to
give that opportunity and then perfecting
thesub sti tute. We' vegottogointhat or der.
Do you want to make your state ment con-
cerningthesub sti tuteat thistime?

GARRETT: Not yet.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, what we have
now isthe sub sti tute. Isthere, | must give
the opportunity of any perfection of the
main mo tion. | do not be lieve there would
beany per fection, itisasim plemotion of
noncon cur rence. Left, way back. OK, mike
7.
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WILLIAM C. SMALLWOOD (Misss
sippi): I'mread ing Rule 25 on p. 1713, the
last sentence. “ Tosubsti tuteshal | beanal ter-
native to what is be fore the house and not
simply anegationof themainmotion.” | be
lievethisisout of or der.

BISHOP BLAKE: Now | would rule that
amotiontoreferisnot simply op po siteto
the main motion of non-concurrence;
would beamo tionto con cur. | would rule
that themotionof ref er encetoacommit tee
is(does not fall) un der Rule 25.

BISHOPBLAKE: Point of or der. I'll rec-
og nizeyou. Goto Mike4.

GREGORY D. STOVER: (West Ohio) |
move that we post pone de bate on the body
of thereport until therecommendationsare
re turned from the sec tion on Gen eral and
Judi cial Administrationandthat theentire
report, therec ommen dation to, or the sec-
tion ‘Living into the Fu ture,’ and all peti-
tions per taining to the CPT re port be dealt
with at that time.

BISHOPBLAKE: OK, thatisalong mo-
tion. | would ask for you to re state it and
thenbesureitiswrittenouttothesecretary
sothebody canunder standitisamotionto
postpone.

AMotiontoPost poneDiscussion
of CPT ReportisAp proved

STOVER: Thank you. My mo tionis: “I
move that we postpone debate upon the
main body of the CPT report until that time
thatthereporton‘LivingintotheFuture is
returned from the legidative section on
Genera andJudi cial Administration. And
that at that time, thefull report ‘Livinginto
the Future’ and dl peti tionsre lated to the
Connectional Pro cess Team re port be con-
sidered.”

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, the motion to
post poneisbeforeyou, isthereany onewho
would like to speak against it.

STOVER: If thereisasecond | wouldlike
to speak toit.

BISHOP BLAKE: It is sec onded, thank
you. Y ou may speak to it.

STOVER: My con cerniswhat wearedo-
inglegislatively at thispoint isthat we are
separating portionsof thisreportandlegis
lation and that we are go ing to spend much
additional time, perhaps debating this
whole issue two or three times along the
way. Itisgoingtobedif fi cult for ustokeep
up withwhat por tionswe are deal ing with,
where other por tionsof thelegislationare
and| believethat weneedto set atimewhen
it can al come be fore us. We can have our
debateand makeour deci sion.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, isthere aper son
who would speak against the motion to

post pone?Clear at theback, mike8. Recog-
nize mike 8.

BEVERLY L. WILKES: (Il li nois Great
Rivers) I’'m speaking in opposi tiontothe
mo tion cur rently on the floor in sup port of
the previ ousmo tion to put sections, pp. 5
through 18 dl inthe samelegislative com
mittee, number 6, so that committee can
bring back onereport that cov erstheentire
document. Sorather than stopthedi alogue,
thelegislativecom mit teewould be study-
ing p. 5 through the end of the CPT re port
and bringing that back. Sol aminop posi
tiontothismotion.

BISHOP BLAKE: Does any one want to
speak for. Num ber 4. Num ber 4.

SCOTT J. JONES: (North Texas Con fer-
ence) | amalsovice-chair of thelegislative
com mit tee on Faith and Or der. | think the
mo tion to post pone al lows usto leavethis
debateandresumework inour legislative
com mit tees. | also think it does what the
previ ousspeaker wasseekingtodo. It, inef-
fect, a lowsfor the com mit teeon Gen eral
andJudi cial Administrationtoconsider all
these things; bring back to the body and let
uslook atitall at thesametime,inaholistic
way. | havelots of con cerns about the CPT
report. | wantachancetoair thoseanddoit
away that is clear and deci sive. And so |
hopeyouwill post ponedebateandtakeit up
asawholepack ageaf ter thelegislativepro
cesshashad itschance. | am ready to get to
mylegislativecommittee.Howabouty’ all?

BISHOPBLAKE:I'll recognizeaper son
speak ing against post ponement. Over here.

BISHOPBLAKE: One, mi crophoneone.

EWING WERLEIN JR. (Texas): | would
oppose postponement for the reas—and
also the motion to refer, which preceded
it—for thisreason. Itisnot, it seemsto me,
asif wehavenot had delib er ation. Wede
voted thebetter part of amorningsessionin
our groups the other day to care ful and de-
liberateconsider ationof thisover-all issue.
| don’'t know what hap pened in all of the
groups, of course. But | know in mine, and
those that | heard about from oth ers, these
cross-sections of groups had amost una-
nimity intheir feel ingsthat thiswasnot are
port that should go for ward. It seemsto me
that if that isin deed the sense of the body,
after deliberation in the plenary, that we
should de cidethat now and con serveour re
sourcesand energy inlegislativecommit
teesfor other mat tersthat areim por tant, and
also, and that do needthedelib er ative pro-
cessof thecom mit tee. Ontheother hand, if
the mo tion to non-con cur fails herein this
plenary af ter al of thedeliber ationwe' ve
given to it, then of course, it would make
sensefor it togofor fur ther study totheleg-

islativecommitteeandfor ustoresumethat
legislative process. But this is not a new
mo tion, thisis not some thing that we have
not had long and careful consid er ationand
as an entire Conference deliberated care-
fully in our study groups. So | would sup-
port avot ing against themotionto post pone
andthemotiontorefer.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, now, you have
had two speeches for and two speeches
against post ponement. Y our rulesal low one
more. Whowould speak for post ponement?
I'll refer totheback | eft, clear at theback . . .
clear at the back. No—mi cro phone seven?
How move you?

YONG S. LEE (lowa): | riseto speak in
sup port of the mo tion, post pone ment. As
you see here, thisisavery large body. The
CPT reportisfairly complex. Andaso, yes
ter day, from thereflect ing groups, we did
gather anum ber of inter esting com ments,
sug gestions, and also questions. | believe
thesethingscanbestbehandledinalegisla
tivecommitteefor clarifi cation, for perfec
tion, so that this large body can deal with
theseissuesmoreor derly and respon si bly
when that preliminary legislative work is
done. If wevi olatethisdueprocess, I’ mnot
really surehow thislargebody canactually
work asacom mit teeof awholeto deal with
al the spe cific is sues of this com plex re-
port. So I—

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, OK, you need to
beginto sumup.

LEE:...sol supportthepost ponement of
thisdebatetothelegislativecommittee,and
then let the legidative committee bring it
back to thefloor when it is—when thework
isdone.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, now there’ stime,
there. .. you will have one more state ment
against themotion. Against? Mi cro phone
num ber four, please move to the—areyou
speak ing against the mo tion? And then we
will put the question beforeyou.

PHYLLIS S. FERGUSON (Pecific
Northwest): Bishop, | move the previous
questionand al that isbefore us.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, on al that is be-
foreus. Y our pendingmotionsareall before
us. Thisisanondebatablemotion; itisamo-
tion to cut off de bate. If you—"yes,” num-
ber one; “no,” num ber two—if you move
the previ ousquestion. Votewhen thelight
comes on. [Yes, 787; No, 137] It passes,
85%. Now themotion...yes. Themotionto
postpone will be the first mo tion that we
deal with, and then de pend ing on what you
do with that, we may or may not go to other
motions. Thechair per sonof thecommittee
has aright al waysto speak, even when the
previ ousquestion hasbheen called. So, Mi-
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nerva, you have the right to speak on
this—onthemat tersbeforeus.

MINERVA CARCANO: The
Connectional Pro cessTeam wasasked to
guide, manage, and promote a
transformational direction for The United
Meth od ist Church. At the same time, the
1996 Genera Confer enceaskedall of usas
United Methodists to together discern
God'swill and God' svi sion for the church.
You have heard the deliberations of the
CPT, our f fortsto guide the church in the
transformational direction, our efforts to
listen to the church as a confirmation of
God' svi sionand God' swill. To gether, we
heard thismorningthechair of theCommit-
teeonGeneral andJudi cial Administration
say to usthat shewasask ing for refer ral of
the “Living Into the Future” section and
consideringtheprevi oussection of there
port asinfor mation help ful, help ful to the
ongoingwork of thatlegislativecommittee.
Because of al of these things, the CPT
would oppose the recommendation for
post ponement and sup port therec om men
dationthat theentirereportgotoLegisla
tiveCommitteenumber six.

BISHOP BLAKE: Now we will vote on
themotionto post pone; onefor “yes,” two
for “no.” Please vote when the light co mes
on.... That fails. Now themotionto sub sti-
tuteisbeforeus. That mo tion to sub sti tute
wastoreferthesepagestoL egislativeCom
mit tee num ber six. Vote one for yes, and
two for no, if you would ap prove that mo-
tion for substitution. VVote when the light
comeson.[ Yes, 562; No, 365] Now the sub-
sti tu tion isthe main mo tion. Be cause you
areunder theprevi ousquestion, itisnot de
bat able. Y ouarenow votingasyouhaveap
proved the sub sti tute asthe main motion.
Now you will vote again on it as the main
motion. If youwouldap provethereferral to
Legislative Com mittee Number Six of the
pages be fore you in this mo tion, you will
voteone, yes, andtwofor no. You'revoting
on it asthe main mo tion. Please vote when
thelightcomeson.[ Yes, 597; No, 346] That
isthe main mo tion. Let me clar ify for the
body: Thefirst section of thereport goesto
LegislativeCommitteenumber six; thelast
part of the report goesto the Judi cial and
AdministrationL egislativeCommittee,and
that’ stheactionthat you havetaken, andwe
want to thank the Connectional Process
Team for their lead er ship and their con tri-
bution. Now . ..

(Applause)

BISHOP BLAKE: When—let me say
that we don’'t have free time here. Hold
steady. When you ap proved your agenda
and com mit teereport thismorning, it was
stated in that re port that fol low ing thisre-

port, there shall be no other busi nessbefore
theconfer ence. Thereasonfor that wasthat
if wehavetimethismorning, thelegislative
commit teesneed that timerather than other
time in the plenaries; so there fore, I'm go-
ing to turn to the Com mit tee on Pre siding
Of fi cersand the sec retary of the Con fer-
encefor announcements. Arethere. .. Does
Paul Extrum-Fernandez have any re port for
thebody?Noreport?CarolynMar shall, any
announcements?Car olyn, doyouhaveany
announcements?

CAROLYNMARSHALL:Yes.

BISHOP BLAKE: She's getting orga
nized. All of us need that ev ery oncein a
while.

CAROLYN MAR SHALL: Thank you,
Bishop. We have been re quested to clar ify
the fact that the United MethodistHigher
Educationbanquetisscheduledfortonight
at 5:30 in Ballroom D at the Convention
Center.

Thenintoday’ SDCA, on page 1797, there
isthean nounce ment, the printed an nounce
ment of the onethat wasmadever bally yes
terday about the meeting of the
Interjurisdictional Committee on Episco
pacy. How ever, unlessall of youareclearer
on days than | am, to mor row night isnot
May 5, and you may read that won der ing
which was cor rect. It isto night, May 5, at
10:00 in Room 205A.

Thetravel checkshavebeendistributed, |
believe, totheheadsof del egations, butwe
have been asked to let al of you know that
they may be cashed at the Fifth Third Bank,
lo cated at 1404 East Ninth Street—it’ sthe
cor ner of Ninth and Rockwell, with the di-
rectionshereto go past the Sheraton Ho tel
and take the first right, the bank is lo cated
about one-and-a-half blocks on the right.
Banking hours are 8:30 to 5:00, Monday
through Fri day. The bank is closed Sat ur-
day and Sunday.

Habi tatfor Humanity Offering Totaled

Theof fer ing which wastaken yester day
for Habitat for Humanity totaled
$12,787.75.

(Applause)

And theclosing one, Bishop, regardsthe
biosfor Uni ver sity Senateandthe Judi cial
Council. A word of explanationcomesin
that regard. TheDiscipline doesspecify that
the biosmust be pub lished for the Judi cial
Coun cil; how ever, the 1996 Gen eral Con-
fer encerequested that the same pro cessap-
ply for Uni ver sity Senate, andthat isbeing
im ple mented. The bios are to be no more
than 100 words and are to be in the Sec re
tary’sof fice, Room 204, by 3 p.m. to day.

BISHOPBLAKE: | know sev eral of you
aretry ing to get the floor. Let me ex plain
that any ex tension of time, therewill haveto
beamoveto ex tend thetime be cause of the
adop tion of the agendayou made. | will see
what the matter is—please go to micro
phonethree. Mi cro phonethree, please.

General Confer ence MovesAgainst
Confeder ateBattleFlagin South
Carolina

TIM MCCLENDON (South Carolina): |
believe it's a wor thy ex ten sion of time. |
move that we ex tend the time and sus pend
Rule 29 to take up amat ter that our en tire
delegation has voted on unanimoudly, to
make the resolution in keeping with last
night’ swon der ful ser viceto take the Con
federate battle flag off the statehouse in
South Carolina

BISHOP BLAKE: If you would . . . are
youmak ingthemotiontoex tendthetimeto
deal with thismat ter?

MCCLENDON: If a motionto suspend
thetimeisnecessary. Butalso. ..

BISHOPBLAKE: | think be cause of the
rules, itis. If youwould ex tend thetimeand
sus pend the rules to deal with this mat ter,
vote“yes’ or “no” on that mo tion when the
lightcomeson. “Yes,” 630; “No,” 275.You
haveor deredit.

MCCLENDON: | also move to sus pend
Rule 29, sowecan quickly deal withtheres
olutionfromtheSouthCarolinadel egation.

BISHOPBLAKE: Stand ing Rule 29?
MCCLENDON: Yessir.

BISHOP BLAKE: Themotionisto sus-
pend therulesfor thispur pose. If youwould
suspendtherules, indi cateyour vatewhen
thelight co meson. Yes, 722; No, 176. Pro-
ceed, mi crophonenum ber three.

MCCLENDON: Bishop, we hoped to do
thislast night be fore the wor ship ser vice,
be cause of itsthe theme.. . .

BISHOP BLAKE: Speak right into the
mike, and mi cro phone num ber three, tech-
nicians.

MCCLENDON: Bishop, we hoped to do
thislast night, be fore the wor ship ser vice,
becauseof thethemeof repentanceandrec
oncil i ation, but themat ter and theissueof
theConfeder ateFlagover thestatehousein
South Carolinais still be fore us, and there-
fore, on behalf of our entiredel egation, |
wish to offer the following resolution:
Whereasthe Con fed er ate bat tleflagisof-
fensive to many, and whereas the South
Carolina General Conference delegation
unan i mously sup portstheremoval of the
flag from the South Carolina statehouse,
and whereas the South Carolina Annual
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Conference has previously adopted and
voted itssup port of theflag’ sremoval, beit
resolvedthat the 2000 Gen eral Confer ence
sup port the ef forts of Bishop J. Law rence
McCleskey, the South Carolina Annual
Conference, otherfaithcommuni ties, or ga
nizations, and political leaders in the re-
mova of the Confederate flag from the
South Carolinastate house.

BISHOP BLAKE: Is there—it is sec-
onded. Care to speak to it? | believe it
speaks for itself on behalf of al that we
stand for as United Methodists. Anyone
elsewishto speak to themat ter?V otewhen
thelight comeson. [Yes, 861; No, 67] The
resolutionhasbeen adopted.

(Applause)

Thank you. I’'m go ing to rec og nize back
at mike5, and then | would re aly want to
en cour age usthat that’ sthe only other rec-
og ni tion that | saw when | rec og nized the
per sonover here. Soagainyouareunder the
or der of theday of noother busi ness. If any-
thingisconsidered, youwill haveto makea
mo tionto makethat possi ble. Mikefive.

PEGGY SEWELL (Rocky Mountain): |
moveto suspendtherulesto ad dressapro-
cessthat would al low the Gen eral Con fer-
ence to address the difficult situation we
find our selvesin; wepresently can not work
with specific ‘96 disciplinary paragraphs;
in or der to bring them into align ment with
the rest of the Discipline.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, it's a motionto
sus pend the rules, which would—I’'m not
going to ask for asep arate mo tion on ex-
tendingthetime; by im pli cationyouwould
bedoing this. Isthereasecond? Itissec-
onded. The mo tion isto sus pend the rules
for thispur pose. If you sus pend therules,
vote yes or no. Vote when the light co mes
on. [Yes, 482; No, 439]

It re quires two-thirds. It does—the rules
arenot suspended. Thelegislativecommit
tees will meet. The chairs will meet you
there in terms of the an nounce ment of the
schedule. I'mgoingtoturn—Thereisases
sionheretomor row morning at 8:00during
therest—rest of thisday inyour legislative
committees. And I've asked Bishop Jim
Aultto of fer aclosing prayer.

BISHOP JAMES MASE AULT: Let us
risefor abenediction.

Go forth in peace to serve God
and your neigh bor in all that you do.
Ren der to no per son evil for evil;
but in so far asit de pends upon you, live
at peace with all.
Lift the fallen. Speak aword of hopeto
thediscouraged.

Visit the sick and the prisoner.
Comfortthedy ing.
And the grace
of the Lord Je sus Christ,
thelove of God,
and the com mu nion of the Holy Spirit be
with usal. Amen.

STEVEN BRYANT: Takean other half a
min ute, and then we'll con cludein prayer.
(Pause) Let'sall besi lent for amo ment to-
gether. Let's pull our conversation to a
closeand bequiet and begintolistento God
for aclosing mo ment. Welistento Godin
oneanother andwelistentoGodinsi lence.
Let'sbesi lent for just amo ment andlisten
quietly, and listen deeply to how God is
speakingtous, how Godiscall ingustoday.

(Pause)

First, lift up the per sonswith whom you
are shar ing in love. Bring them into your
abiding, inlove, (pause) and listenfor what
Godissay ingtoyou; or how Godiscall ing
you; or God' slonging of lovewithinyouto-
day. (Pause) Andlistenforwhat dif fer ence
that may make in your life, and your at ti-
tudesor actionsor inthe ac tual pro cess of
decision-making today. (Pause John
writes, “No one has ever seen God and yet,
if welove one an other, God livesin usand
hisloveisper fectedin us.

(Prayer)

BISHOPWALTERKLAIBER: Beloved,
let uslove onean other, for God lovesus. Be
loved, let usloveour neigh bor, because God
lovesthemaswell asus. Beloved, let uslove
those who are for eign to us, even our en e
mies, be cause God lovesthem aswell asus.
God loves us. He has blessed uswith thelib-
er ating graceof hisson JesusChrist; withthe
lifegiv ing love of the Creator; with thelov-
ing fel low ship of the Holy Spirit. Let usre
ceive this blessing again this morning.
Please stand asyou are able. | will speak this
blessingin Ger man:

Die Guade unseres Herrn Jesu Christi
und die liebe Gottes,
und die Gemeinschaft des Heiligen
Geistes
sie mit euch allen. Amen.

(Song)
(Applause)

UN IDEN TI FIED SPEAKER: Pleasebe
seated.

(Music)

Saturday Morning
May 6, 2000

BISHOP CORNELIUS L. HENDERSON:
(Applause) Thegreat est need onthisearthis
the need for af fir mation. To seethislarge
num ber of young peo plehereonaSat ur day
morning is an incredible witness, and |
wouldlikefor all of usagainto say thanksto
thesewon der ful young peo ple. (Applause)
Let’s hear it. Thank you. (Applause) They
belongtousand webelongtothem. Bishop
Woody Hearn has a grand daugh ter in this
choir. Where are you? Laura, wave your
hand. Where are you, Laura? Stand.

Well, we thank God for al the grand-
daughters and daughters and as well the
grand sons and sons, thank you. And thanks
to those persons responsible for giving
lead er shiptothiswonder ful group. Thanks
toBishop Jor danfor hispow er ful message
tousall. Thereisayoung lady in the choir
whoisfrom Den ver, Col o rado. Whereare
you Miss Bennett? Or maybe sheisin the
del egation. Whereareyou?OK, wouldyou
stand for justamo ment you arenear mike5.
Wewant to havejust asec ond or two of spe-
cial prayer. Let usall bein or der aswere-
member Columbine and remember a
thou sand such placesall over thisworld that
do not re ceive press cov er age, where our
children are being daughtered. Yes,
ma am, Miss Bennett.

Col umbine, Col orado, Remembered

JANA BENNETT (Rocky Mountain):
Thank you Bishop. | am fromthe Littleton,
Col orado, com mu nity, and wasdeeply sac
dened to hear that on Thursday, two weeks
after the anniversary of the Columbine
school shoot ing, ayouth from Col um bine
took hisown life. Whilethisisnot di rectly
connected to the shootings last year, this
eventinhibitstheheal ingof thecommunity
asawhole, andsol amask ing for amo ment
of si lenceandthenfor ustobeledinprayer.
(si lencefol lowed by prayer)

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you so
much. What agreat honor it isfor measthe
episcopal servant assigned to the Florida
Areato be in the chair this morn ing. And
whatamar vel ousdel egationyouhavebeen
sincethisGenera Confer encesessioncom
menced. And | want to express to you a
word of per sonal grat i tudefor thesplendid
way that you have con ducted the busi ness
of thisGeneral Confer ence. It'ssuchade-
light. I wish you could sit here where the
secretarial  staff and the bishops of the
churchsit, to seehow beauti ful youare. Itis
incredible. Thank God for The United
Methodist Church and here witness of
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power all across the world. And thank you
for being suchasplendid group. Mrs. Mary
Al ice Massey will comeforth now to bring
usareportfromtheCommitteeonAgenda.

MARY ALICE MASSEY: Bishop
Hendersonand del egates: Thecal endar, the
agendaisonthein side page of your DCA. |
would moveitsap proval with onedlight al-
ter ation. Toenabletheplenary andlegisla
tionto flow more smoothly, youwill not be
hearing from the financial administration
chair this morning but on Mon day. With
that, bishop, I move the approval of the
agendafor today.

BISHOP HENDERSON: It is be fore the
body if you will ap prove press one, if you
disap prove presstwo. Vote when the light
appears.[Yes, 791; No, 18.]

MASSEY: And now we will hear from
our cal endar chair per son, GereRelst.

L. FITZ GER ALD REIST: For those of
you who are of Ger man descent or back-
ground or cur rently livingin Eu rope, Reist
(pronounced rye-sht) is the family name,
butitwasAngli cized to Reist (pronounced
reest), and | answer to either one. Please
turn in your DailyChristian Advocate for
yester day, Fri day, May 5, 2000, Val. 4,No.
4,top. 1834. Thefirst Consent Cal endar be
ginsthere. Consent Cal endar AO1beginson
page 1834 with cal endar item 3. Cal en dar
Itemsland2onp. 1834 and Cal endar Items
12 and 14 on p. 1835 have been re moved at
therequest of del egates.

MASSEY: | move the approval of this
Consent Cal endar withtheex ceptionsthat
have been lifted up.

BISHOP HENDERSON: If you will ap-
prove press 1. If you disap provepress?2.
Votewhenthelight ap pears.[ Yes, 783; No,
33]

FITZGERALD REIST: Consent Cal en+
dar BO1 beginsonpage1838with Cal endar
Item48. Cal endar Item 67 on page 1840 has
been moved to Consent Calendar CO02
foundinto day’s DCA. Thiscal endar was
incor rectly reportedwiththerecommenda
tion of con cur rence, the actual recom men-
dation was for nonconcurrence. Calendar
Items 76 and 77 on page 1840 have aso
been removed. These ca en dar itemswere
incor rectly reported ashav ing nofi nancial
impli cation. They do havefi nancia impli-
cation.

MARY ALICE MASSEY (Florida): |
movetheap proval of theConsent Cal endar
B0O1withtheex ceptionsmentioned.

BISHOPHENDERSON: If you ap prove,
voteby pressing 1. If you disap prove, vote
by pressing 2. Pleasevotewhenthelight ap-
pears. [ Yes, 181; No, 14]

FITZGERALD REIST: All right, Con-
sent Calendar CO1 begins on page 1841
withCal endar Item83.Cal endar Item850n
page 1841, and Cal en dar Item 98 on page
1842, and Cal en dar Item 141 on page 1846
have been re moved at the re quest of del e
gates.

MARY AL ICEMASSEY: | movetheap
proval of Consent Cal endar CO1withthe
exceptionsmentioned.

BISHOP HENDERSON: If you so ap-
prove please vote by pressing 1. If you dis-
approve, vote by pressing 2. Please vote
whenthelight ap pears.[ Yes, 818; No, 32]

FITZ GER ALD REIST: | have one con-
cluding announcement to explain some-
thing that some of you may find con fusing
intoday’sDCA.Youwill noticethat af ter
some of the Calendar Items, where the
sub-paragraphindi cationshouldbe, thereis
ami nus 1. Inthosein stancesyou may refer
to the petition number for the correct
sub-paragraph number. Thank you.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you
very much. GCOM re port num ber 2, will
in deed be pre sented at thispoint. I'd liketo
first recognize Mr. Danny Soliz. (Pause)
Just one mo ment. The mike here at the po-
dium, please.

DANNY SOLIZ (Rio Grande): Bishop
Henderson? Danny Soliz, from the Rio
Grande Confer ence. | moveto suspendthe
rulestoal low thedistri butionto del egates,
and to those on the platform, materias
which will be part of the report of the
GCOM, which will come be fore the Gen-
eral Con fer ence now, and early next week,
including the report on the Advance for
Christ and His Church.

BISHOP HENDERSON: There’'s a mo-
tionto suspend therulestod low for distri-
bu tion, re quires a 2/3 vote. Isthat mo tion
sec onded? It is sec onded. If you ap prove,
please vote by pressing 1; 2 if youdisap-
prove. Pleasevotewhen thelight ap pearsto
suspendtherules. [ Yes, 792; No, 38] | did
not major in math e mat ics but that clearly
passes. Thank you very much. You may dis
trib utethematerial. Ms. LauraSimmons.

LAURA SIMMONS (West Virginia):
Hello, | amfromtheWest Vir giniadel ega
tion and my home church is Woodland
UnitedMethodist.

SOLIZ: From Dallas, Texas. I'm a lay
per son and adel egatefromthe Rio Grande
Annual Conference.

MARIA DE CARVALHO (Western
Angola): Mem ber of GCOM fromWest ern
AngolaAnnual Conference, Africa.

SIMMONS: We are members of the
GCOM. Wecometoyoutoday tocel ebrate
with you the mission and ministry of The
United Meth od ist Church and towit nessto
you how God iswork ing in our midst. The
GCOM isthe placein the church wherethe
pro gram agen cies all gather to as sure col-
laborationandcoordi nationtopri oritizefor
funding. We get to see the whole church
cometo gether. Weex peri encethe partsbe
comingawhole. AsUnited Methodists, we
are con nected to the church. Each of usis
connectedtotheministry of ev ery other lo-
cal con gregation, through our an nual cor+
ference, central conference and General
Con fer encelink age. Withinthisroom are
thou sands of storiesof missionand minis
try. In this gath ered com mu nity we could
never com pletethetell ing of storiesof how
our liveshavebeen changed becauseof The
United Methodist Church. Wewanttoshare
just afew of these sto riesas we cel e brate
our connections. They re veal the breadth
and depth of mission and ministryinour
church.

SOLI1Z: Weasowanttointroducetoyou
adocument thatistheproduct of our lifeto-
gether these past four years. You should
havethat document beforeyou. “Ful filling
Christ’sMission in the Life of The United
Meth odist Church” waswrit tenthroughan
ongoingprocessof clarifi cationandconsuk
tationand conferencing inthe United States
andinthe central confer ences. Itisoursto
useasweto gether continueto discover all
thewaysavail ableto makedisci plesof Je-
susChrist. Let usbeginour jour ney through
our connection by reading the opening
paragraphsto gether. Y ou canread fromthe
bro chure or the words on the screen. Join
me.

UNI SON READING: Glimpsing God's
move ment in the world in the 21° century,
United Meth od ists, as a part of the church
uni ver sal, arecaledtodiscernandjoinin
God's mission. We will be a worldwide
church, which providesfor full andjust par-
ticipation throughout our connection.We
will strive for deeper relationships with
other churchesintheMethodist family.

SOLIZ: What follows will be stories,
clips,images, andmusicthat report onwhat
isbeingdoneand will bedoneasweat tend
tothecrucial ef fort that will bring peo ple
closertoJesusChrist. Weinviteyoutocel e
brate these storiesof ministry. Totell the
story wewill usethecat egoriesof mission
and ministry that many of you are al ready
usinginyour lo cal settings, out reach, wit-
ness, nurture, administration, and finance
andleader ship. First, let’ sreflect onthepart
of ful fill ing Christ’ smissionthat deal swith
outreach.
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(Music)

DECARVALHO: AsUnitedMethodists,
outreach is a nat ural part of our com mit-
ment. The GCCUIC helped the church to
deal with theological differences through
dialogue these past four years. United
Meth od ism has been re-estab lished inthe
capital of Lithuania. The North Carolina
Confer encecontributed $50,000tothepro-
ject, an amount matched by the GBGM Mil-
lennial Fund. TheUnitedMethodist Church
isinmissionin 162 countries. The Shared
MissionFocusonY oungPeopleisworking
with others to advocate for the church to
re-or der itslifesothat ministry withyoung
peoplebecomesapri ority. Restor ativejus
ticeministrieshavein creased our com mit-
ment to both victims and perpetrators of
crimes.

SIMMONS: Every day, some of the
nearly tenmil lion United Meth odistsgather
for mutual care. Asthe“Ful filling Christ’s
Mission” document putsit, they “inviteand
nur turepeopleinspiri tual growth centered
in scripture and our Wesleyan heritage,
practice hospitality, celebrate differences,
and &ffirm gifts” We are a nurturing
church. Our Wesleyan heritage demands
that welive out abibli cal man dateto care
for each other’s soul.

Over ahalf amil lion United Meth od ists
serveaslead ersfor educationa workinlo-
cal churches.

Nearly a million United Methodist
Women gather onareg u lar basisfor sup-
port and mutual care.

The new Com mission for United Meth-
odist Men enriched thelives of many at the
Black Men'sConfer ence.

The Commission on Ar chivesand His-
tory continuesto preserveour past—for the
future.

Approximately 60,000 mission vol un
teersserved in 48 coun triesin 1998.

And did you know that the Summit
United Methodist Church in Columbus,
Ohio, serves break fast to Ohio State Uni-
ver sity studentsfrom1to3 am.?

There are now 61 annua conferences
servingHispanicscom paredto 38in 1993.
Weantici patetherapidshiftsinpopulation.

The Commission on Religion and Race
and Com mission onthe Statusand Role of
Women continueto makeour livestogether
better aswelearn new skillstorelateacross
ourdifferences.

Wegrow aswecel ebratedi ver sity.

(VideoPresentation)

SOLIZ: As United Methodists, we wit-
nessto the power of the Risen Christin muk
ti tudes of ways. Through out thetime zones
of our world the story goes on. While | am
sleeping, Marilina is tell ing the story and
while Marilinais sleep ing, Bishop Arichea
isabout thework of wit ness.

(Video Presentationand Singing)
Vari ety of UM Global Ministries

SOLIZ: The General Board of Global
Ministrieshasanini tiativetoremoveland
minesinMozambique. Over 1,800 mission
personnel serve The United Methodist
Church across the world through the sup-
port of the Gen eral Board of Global Minis
tries. With 32,000 children dying of
prevent ablecausesev ery 24 hours, thebish
opshavepropheti cally heldchil drenbefore
the church these last four years. With up to
65 mil lion adults in the United States un-
churched, wearereachingfor moreinnova
tive ways to communicate. Public
announcements, radio, programming, 1g-
niting Ministries, video, web sites, bro -
chures, books, and mag azines, andin many
dif fer entlan guages. The Gen eral Board of
Churchand Soci ety devel oped, designed,
and im plemented 138 semi narsand work-
shops dur ing these past four years. Asian
AmericanUnitedMethodistsnowrepresent
more than 15 languages and cultural
groups. Thischal lengeis partly ad dressed
by apro posal to comebeforeyou shortly.

Our Korean leaders come to us at this
Genera Confer encewithaplanfor thefu-
ture of thisgrow ing part of our church. The
General Board of Disci pleship planstode
velop 25-30 new print and other me diare
sources each year to assist the church in
mak ingdisci plesof Jesus Christ, building
communities, providing spiritual leader-
ship, and supporting various renewal ef -
forts.

DE CARVALHO: As we attend to the
task of making disci plesof JesusChrist,we
must, “de velop lay and clergy lead ersem
powered by the Holy Spirit to lead the
churchinspiri tual transfor mation and ser-
vice.”

UnitedMethodistsandHigher Education

Throughthe Gen eral Board of Higher Ed-
ucationand Ministry wearehelping thouw-
sands of stu dentsat tend col lege each year.
In 1999 a one, 3,346 stu dentswereawarded
over $4 millionin schol ar shipswhile many
othersreceived low-inter estloans. Fif teen
thou sand stu dents ben efit from the Black
Col lege Fund, and we re joice that 40% of
all Af ri can Amer i canphy si ciansand der+

tists in the U.S. are graduates of United
Methodist-related Meharry  Medical
School. Let ushear from afew stu dentswho
areben efiting from our commit ment. The
women of college scholarships and
mentoring program has enabled many
women to get Ph.D’s. United Methodist
semi nariesnow havefaculty membersfrom
thisprogram. TheGen eral Commissionon
Status and Role of Women, ethnic cau-
cuses, United Methodist Women, and
United Methodist Men continue to em-
power men and women to de velop lead er-
ship skills for the church in the world.

United Methodist seminaries—those in
the United States and in Bal kans, Russia,
Poland, and Af rica—areproviding essen
tia lead er shiptraining. TheGeneral Board
of Higher Edu cationand Ministry plansto
expand United Methodist student move-
ment at over 450 Wesley Foun dationsand
campusministries, 2701ocal churches, and
300ecumeni cal campuspartners.

Anddidyouknow that Mar garet Paguida,
abiotech nol ogy re searcher at AfricaUni-
ver sity, isteachingthecul ti vationof mush
rooms to orphans in Zimbabwe? The
General CommissiononReli gionandRace
continuestostrengthenleader shipdevel op
ment on racia eth nic per sons through the
Mi nor ity Group Self-Deter mi nation Fund.
These arejust some of theex citing stories
about lead er shipinthe church.

GCOM Plans Quadrennial Bud get

SIMMONS: The General Council on
Ministriesand the Gen eral Coun cil on Fi-
nanceand Ad ministrationworkedwiththe
general agencies to collaborate on bud-
get-buildingfor thenext quadrennium. That
process was exciting and reflects these
statements in fulfilling Christ’s mission:
“Teach stew ard ship asagrateful response
to God’ sgen er osity that evokes abun dant
gifts for ministry throughout the church;
practice collaborative, consultative deci-
sion-makingprocessesandimplementation
inall fac etsof churchlife.”

AsUnited Meth od i stswe are com mu ni-
tiesof grati tudeandgener osity. Duringthe
pastfour yearsUnitedMethodist congrega
tions gave over $16 bil lion, and we al re-
joicethat theper cent ageof givingtoWorld
Ser vice hasin creased each year.

(VideoPresentation)

Later inthisconfer encetheprogramand
budget proposal sdevel opedby theGeneral
Council on Ministries and the General
Council on Finance and Administration,
work ingwiththeprogram agencies, will be
beforeyou. It reflectsavery small in crease
from the last four years. While this pro cess



Daily Edition Vol. 4 No. 6

2003

was good, we need to remind you that there
are several other vital ministries of the
church that did not makeit into the bud get.
Theseinnovativeministriesareamong our
most creativeand hopeful ministries. They
representsignifi cantcol laborationbetween
local churches, annual conferences, and
several program agencies. GCOM’s next
re port will high light for you some of these
pro gramsthat are not cur rently in the rec-
ommended bud get.

(VideoPresentation)

BISHOP HENDERSON: Microphone
six, please.

GREG PALMER (East Ohio): We are
partof anincredi blechurch, andfor thepast
four years | have chaired the group of the
Genera Council onMinistriesthat hashad
theprivilegetomeetonanannual basiswith
each of the gen eral sec retar ies of the pro-
gram agen cies. At thisstageinthereport it
feels like we need to thank them and all of
our other general secretar iesfor their lead
ership. Will thegeneral secretariesstandup
where you are and let us ex press our deep
appreciation for your leadership and wit-
ness?

(Applause)

SIMMONS: Our church is certainly an
ex citing placeto be. | wishwecould goon
and hear the sto ries. Each one of us, each
one of you is in these stories. As United
Methodistsour blessingssendusouttobea
blessing. We do rejoice that these are our
stories. TheUnited Methodist Churchisin
credible. Our long-term commitment to
mis sion and min istry makes us part of the
fabricof thefuture. Weareanessentid part
of God' splan. Cel ebratewith us.

(Song)
(Applause)

BISHOP HENDERSON: Please take
your seats. Thank you. Wor ship is averb,
wor ship isaverb, v—e—r—b. Let's give
God some praise.

(Applause)

Who saidthat Christianscan not havefun
inwor ship? Thank you very much. We are
indebted to this leadership team, Ms.
Simmons, Mr. Soliz, and Mrs. DeCarvalho
and all who have partici patedinbringing
thissplendidreporttoshareitwithustoday.
| rec og nize now Bishop Kim.

ReportonKoreanAmeri canMinistries

BISHOP HAE-JONG KIM (New York
West): Good morn ing, | am here to bring
you there port of the Gen eral Con fer ence
Task Force on Korean American Minis

tries. Remember last General Conference
you com mis sioned a task force to do re-

search and bring back the report of what

would be of need and vi sionfor theKorean
Amer i can churches, so herewehavethere

portnow. Weareproposinganew ini tiative
caled AdvancingUnitedMethodistMinis

tries among Korean Americans. In 1835
(music) the first missionary, Henry G.

Appenzeller, was sent to Korea by the
Methodist church. He arrived in Inchon
Har bor on Easter Sunday that year and be-

ganto preach thegos pel to the Ko rean peo-

ple who have never heard the gospel.
Methodism began to take root in Korean
soil. One of the first churches was Neri

Church in Inchon. Through the efforts of
Methodistmissionaries, the first group of
Korean American immigrants journeyed
from Korea to the Hawaiian Idands in
1903. They worked in pineapple planta
tions. Thenthe Neri ChurchinInchonsenta
missionary pastor with several thousand
Koreanimmi grantsinHawaii, andthatwas
thefirstKoreanimmi grant church. Seventy
yearslater, anew wave of immi gration be
gan to ar rive on these shores, not by ship
thistimebut by Boeing 747. Y ear 2003 will

mark the centennia of the Koreanimmi
grants ar rival. We cel ebratethe growth of
Korean Amer i can churchesalongwiththe
growthof theimmi grant population.

Today therearemorethan 1.4 mil lionKo-
rean Ameri cansinNorth Americaor United
States, and in 1970 there were only six Ko-
rean United Methodist churchesintheU.S,,
includingthefirst churchinHawaii, estab-
lished in 1903. A new wave of Koreanim
mi grationbeganaround1970andcontinues
until this day. This provided The United
Methodist Church new opportunities to
ministertoK oreanpopulation. Throughthe
pi oneeringanddedi catedleader shipof Ko
rean American pastors, assisted by the
faithful part ner ship of TheUnitedMethod
ist Church and atimely response of EMLC,
the Eth nic Mi nor ity Lo cal Church em pha
sis, therehasbeen ex citing congregational
development among Koreans. Asaresult
to day we have some, oops, we're al ready
out of date: We have 400.

(Applause)

Wehaveex peri encedthegrowthinpasto
ral lead er ship aswell. Pres ently there are
morethan 500 Ko rean Amer i can pastorsin
TheUnited Meth odist Church, of which 90
are clergywomen (Applause) and 25 young,
next-generation ministers. We have been
very fortunate that Bishop Duecker from
the Coun cil of Bishopswas as signed as a
con sul tant and hasgivenusalot of help, es
pecialy in the area of research, and he is
hereto give usthere port.

BISHOP DUECK ER: Thank you, Bishop
Kim. | was asked to serve asthe chair of the
re search com mit teefor thetask force, and
dur ing 1998 we con ducted anational sur-
vey, and we aso held 12 focus groups
around the country to deter minethe needs,
the chal lenges, and the as pi rations of Ko-
rean Ameri canclergy andlaity. Thesur vey
was sent to 429 pastors and also to 290
laypersons from randomly  selected
churches. Forty-threeper cent of thepastors
and 39% of the laypersons returned their
ques tion naires. Let me share some of the
key findingsfrom the sur vey.

We found that church attendance is in-
creasing in the majority of our Korean
Ameri canUnited Methodist churches. We
foundthat bothlaity and clergy emphasized
theneedfor bi lingual skillsto servethenext
generationsandalsotopar tici pateintheto
tal life of our denomination. We learned
that most clergy express satisfaction with
their pastoral appointment and likewise
most laypersonswerefound to be sat isfied
withtheir cur rent pastoral lead er ship. But
three out of four respondentsemphasized
the need for a better un der stand ing of the
appointment process. Three quarters of
those surveyed agreed that training for
lay-clergy partnership in leadership is a
very highpri ority need. A signif i cant num-
ber of respondentsindicated the desire to
know how thisUnited Meth odist Church of
oursworks. Four out of five laypersons and
pastorsreported that their churchesare sup-
porting mission programs through our
connectional system. When people were
askedtoidentify threepri oritiesfor minis
try, theseweretheonesidenti fied:

« theneedforthepart ner shipof laity and
clergyinmission

¢ evangelism

« leadershiptraining for laypersons

Half of thosesur veyed seeaneedfor lead
ershiptrainingthat will assistthemand aid
them in decision making, cross-cultural
communication and stewardship devel op
ment. Just over 50% of the clergy state that
their congregationsop er atedin shared fa
cilities. Through the focus groups we
learned that many shared-facil ity ar range-
ments are unsatisfactory and sometimes
evenvery dif fi cult. There' sadesireonthe
partof Korean Ameri canleaderstoex plore
mutual partici pationinministry with host
congregations. Next-generation ministry
was rated as a very high pri or ity by both
clergy and laity. We have taken the re sults
of this sur vey, we have met to gether and
con sulted, and we have now an action plan
to present to you and that will be pre sented
by SongJaPark, alay womanwho served as
vice-chair of thistask force.
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SONGJA PARK: Thank you, Bishop
Duecker. In a nut shell, the study we con-
ducted in 1998 led us to fo cus on the key
con cerns. Firstisthe chal lengeto develop
new lead er ship pat terns. Secondisthechal-
lengetodevelopand nurturenew congrega
tions. Third is the challenge to foster
next-generationministry.

DevelopingNewLeader shipPatterns
inthe Ko rean Church

Let me elaborate on each of these con-
cerns. Thereisthechal lengetodevelop new
leadership patterns. The history of Korean
American ministries is essentially the his-
tory of the Koreanimmigrantcommunity,
which spansthreegener ations. Thereiscont
flict where the traditional Korean culture
meets the American culture. This is being
ex peri encedintheenvi ronment of Korean
American churches today. Some illustra
tionsof thischangeare: thedemandfor bi lin-
gua or English-language services, as well
as—or in place of—the Korean language
sarvices; the chalenges to the traditiona
clergy-domi natedlead er shiptoaclergy-lay
part ner shipin ministry; the changefroma
male-domi nated clergy establishmenttothe
demandfor theacceptanceandrecogni tion
of clergywomen.

(Applause)

It is urgent for the fu ture of the United
MethodistministriesamongK orean Amer-
icans that we take steps to address these
mat tersnow.

DevelopingNewKoreanCongregations

Sec ond, isthe need to de velop new con-
gregations. Oneof themajor achievements
of Korean Ameri canministriestodatehas
been the development of new congrega
tions. Within the past twenty-five years the
Korean American community has estab
lished morethan 400 congregationsand 80
missioncongregations. Thesenumbersare
very impressive, but we ac knowl edgethat
we have not done enough to nur ture them
into mature congregations functioning
within the United Methodist connection.
Our study revealsthat both clergy and laity
wishtobeinmissioninpart ner shipwitha
larger United Meth odist Church.

FosteringNewKoreanChristians

Thethirdistheneed tofoster next-gen er-
ation ministry. Our study showsthereisa
si lentex odusof thenext gener ations. Exo
dusbe ginswhen Sunday wor ship ser vices
areconductedinalanguagethat young peo-
pledonotunder stand. If only thehomeland
language is used, Bible study loses touch
withreal ity, youthactivitieslack creativity
and relevancy. As the language, cultural,

andleader shipgapwidensbetweenthefirst
generationandsucceedinggenerations,the
ex odusbegins. Thereisan old Ko rean ad-
agewhichsays, “Itiseasy tolose; itismuch
hardertofind.” Next-generationministryis
thebiggest chal lengefacingKorean Amer i
canministriesnow andinthefuture.

The future of Korean American minis
triesde pendson how wead dressthesethree
con cernstoday. TotheKorean Ameri can
community they ap pear tobemonumental
chal lengeswhichrequiretheinvest ment of
the resources and energy of The United
MethodistChurch.

How shall we address these three con-
cerns? The task force pro poses six ac tion
goalsfor the next quadren nium.

* One Implement a comprehensive
leadership development program for
clergy and laity with an em phasison
theUnitedMethodist connection, part
ner shipinministry, and cross-cul tural
communications.

» Two:Implementavigorousleadership
program for Korean American
clergywomen.

e Three: Establish 20 new next-gener a
tioncongregationsand15campusmin
istries.

* Four: Strengthenexistingmissioncon
gregations,andworktowardestablish
ing30new congregations.

» Five: Recruit 40 next-gen er ationKo-
reanAmeri cansfor or dainedministry.

» Six: Continuetocreatecul turalyrel e
vant re sources and a data bank to sup-
portKoreanAmericanministries.

Plansto Implement Korean UM Goals

Toim ple ment these goals, the task force
rec om mendsthat the Gen eral Confer ence
authorize the establishment of a United
Methodist Council on Korean American
Ministriesforthe2001-2004 quadrennium
and authorizeittoworkinclosecooper a
tion with the Coun cil of Bishops, Col leges
of Bishops, jurisdictional and an nual con-
ferences, and all relevant general boards
andagenciesandcommissions, by planning
to gether or seek ing their con sul tationand
ad vice. The 1996 Gen eral Con fer encere
minded us that the mis sion of The United
Meth odist Churchisto makedisci plesfor
JesusChrist. Thetask forcefirmly believes
that thisini tiativead vancing United Meth-
odistministriesamongKorean Americans
of fersacleardi rection, specificgoals,anda
vi ablestructuretoful fill thismission.

Thank you.

(Applause)
(Song)

BISHOP KIM: As we con cludethisre-
port, | ask two next-generation Korean
Americans to come here and give us
one-minutewit nesses. Brandon Cho.

BRANDON CHO (Cadifornia Pacific
Conference): Good morning.

RE SPONSE: Goodmorning.

CHO: I'm hereto put ahu man faceto the
re port by shar ing with you my life story in
oneminute.

(Laughter)

I’m atrans-gen er ation, also known asa
1.5 generation Korean American. | was
bornin Seoul, Korea, and movedto Hawaii
withmy family at theten der age of 14 back
in1969. | grew up missing my par ents, who
sought to give their chil dren abetter lifein
the States. They endured through a chal -
lenging lifecou pled with lan guage bar rier
and cul tural shock in their newly adopted
homeland.

| remem ber oneFri day night when | went
tohelpmy mother inarestaurant whereshe
worked and saw her liter ally passout onthe
kitchen floor from exhaustion. She had
beenwork ingthreejobsnonstopinor derto
sup port her five young chil dren. And yet
she kept on go ing and thisis one small ex-
ample of the sacrifices that many of our
first-gener ationim mi grantshavemade. |
am thank ful to my mother who, through her
dedi cation, sacri ficeandexampleof faith,
en abled meto be comewho | amto day.

| alsohad my ownstrug glesinasearchfor
identity betweenthetradi tional Koreancuk
ture and an ever-changing Amer i cancul-
ture. | wastoo Ameri canizedfor my family
andtoo Koreanfor my non-Koreanfriends.
While strug gling with thisre al ity inlife, |
discov ered that my bicultural skillsand my
multicultural  experience were indeed
God' s gift to mefor theministry of Je sus
Christ in this world.

(Applause)

I have to remem ber therain bowsthat |
saw duringmy grow ingupyearsinHawaii.
Those rain bows gave me the vi sion of the
ministry of unity, harmony, and hope
among all God's peo ples. God has blessed
meto engageinsuchrainbow ministriesas
apastor, district superintendent,andacom
mu nity ser vant leader. Now | look at my
own son who thinks heisabig AAmerican
and asmall kKo rean. He just earned a sec-
ond-de gree black beltin Tae Kwon Do last
week. And hejok ingly told me, “Dad, don’t
make me up set. | don’t want to hurt you.”
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(Laughter)

Cometothink about it, | wasabout hisage
when | held my par ents’ hands and moved
to Hawaii from Ko rea. Now 30 years, 31
years, later today | look at him and won der,
“What will his future hold for him—both
opportuni tiesandchal lenges—asaKorean
American disciple of Jesus Christ? What
will hetakeon, onfor himself, and what can
| passonto him?’

(Applause)

Esther Cho’'sStory
asKoreanAmer i canUM

ESTHER CHO: Be fore | say my name,
I'd liketo tell you who | am. | am achild of
an immigrant Koreancommunity, Rev er-
end Cho's oldest daughter—the good
daughter—whotook careof all thechil dren
in her father’s church and taught Sunday
school from the age of ten. What could a
ten-year-old know to teach Sunday school ?
But we had no other teach ers. Our par ents
spoke Ko rean. We were taught Eng lishin
school. We had no oneto teach ushi lin gual
in both lan guages, so we made do by teach-
ing one an other. We were poor. Our fam i-
liesweredif ferentfromthe Americankids,
but at church webelonged; wefitin. Church
wasour home—my father inthepul pit, my
mother appropriately in the kitchen. The
churchfamily served, shared al most ev ery-
thing in com mon. To day, | am Rev er end
Esther Miyahara-Cho.

(Applause)

Thenameinit self aso cial state ment, not
only oneof thosehy phen ated namesbut hy-
phenatedtoaJapanesesur name. Recall the
history of East Asiainrecent decades, anda
clergywoman at that.

We are in deed break ing new ground in
the next generation. The first time | was
askedtoidentify my child hood heroes—in
fluential role mod els—I was sad dened to
know that | could not nameasingleKorean
Amer i can—awoman, much more. No, al
my heroes were White, not like me. To day
wehaveasmall, yet dedi cated, core of sec-
ond-generationKoreanAmericanleadersin
our community. We have even ordained
Korean women as part of this leadership.
Workinginpart ner shipour moth ersand our
fatherswho have paved theway before us,
we hope that per hapsthenext gener ation
will be able to name some role mod els that
arelike them.

And today Koreen American families are
not dl the same. For onething, my husband, the
Rev er end John Miyahara-Cho, makes a much
better pastor’ swifein thekitchen than | do,
hands down!

(Applause; Laughter)

And our church struggles to meet the
chal lenge and the prom ise of change. And
yet the Korean American church still re-
mains our home, asource of our rootedness
and our strength.

Mostof dl,l amaUnitedMethodist, part
of TheUnitedMethodist Church, seekingto
be an inclusive community of faith. To-
gether weseek tominister toall God’ spec-
ple,workingtowardsaday whenwewill all
be able to come to the tableto getherina
meaningful way—each from a place of
strength, each of fer ing strong and unique
identities in mutual affirmation. A day
when each community will embrace the
challenge and the promise of the other.
Opento being transformed and transform-
ing the other in shared lives. I sthis not what
it meansto beatruly in clu sivecom mu nity
of faith? Thisis the hope and the goal, | be
lieve, not of the Ko rean Amer i can church
but of The United Methodist Church of
whichyouand|, andall of usheregath ered,
areproudto beapart. The dream of thispos
si bil ity iswhat we bring beforeyou. Thank
you.

(Applause)

BISHOP KIM: Now | would like to ask
forequal time. Asafirst-gener ationKorean
Ameri canmalepastor, let metry togiveone
minute’ switness.

As| stand here, and look ing back to last
General Conference, when the Koreans
asked for a missionary conference, and
Genera Confer encerejectedit, therewasa
lot of pain and disappointment. But the
hindsightisbetter thanforesight. Af ter four
years, | think this plan is much better, more
inclusive,morecomprehensive.

| am per son aly grateful that | wasasked
to lead this task force. | am grateful as |
stand be fore you as one of the bish ops of
TheUnited Methodist Church. Only inThe
United Methodist Church, thefirst-gener a
tionKorean Amer i cancanbecomeabishop
and share this time with you.

(Applause)

| wasborninKorea, cametothiscountry
in 1961 asastu dent, only $50 in my pocket.
| came to Ohio, then to Methesco (Ap-
plause); wasor dainedin Lakeside, Ohio, by
Bishop Warner; mar riedin Ohio, in Colum
bus, Ohio, and my wife and | jour neyed to
New Jersey and became a family of the
Northern New Jersey Conference. (Ap-
plause) | came the same year when Bishop
Taylor came to Northern New Jersey. |
served a two-point charge, a three-point
charge, ur ban, rural, all kinds of churches,

and then organized a Korean Ameri
can-anguage church and served that
church for eleven years. And then Bishop
Whiteap pointed metobeadistrict superin
ten dent, and then | was elected to this po si-
tion in 1992 by the grace of God. | have
threechil dren, all of them“madein USA.”

(Laughter, Applause)

My two sons are United Meth od ist pas-
tors—next-gener ationpastors. Anditismy
honor to beapart of thistask forceand bring
thisreporttoyou.I’dliketorecognizesome
of the won der ful peo plethat worked with
the task force very faithfully. I'd like
to—we have three bishops working with
this, and Bishop Sano was chair of the writ-
ing commit tee, and Bishop Ann Sherer was
aso . . . wouldyou stand up to berec og-
nized? And Sang E. Chun, and Jong Sung
Kim, staff of thiscommittee. And, let’ ssee,
who else? Sang E. Chun is there. |Is there
any other per soninour audi encethat served
the task force, would you stand up? Let’'s
give them abig hand.

(Applause)

BISHOP CORNELIUS HENDERSON:
Thank you very much, Bishop Kim, and
thosewho haveworked withyou onthisvery
significant and important task force. The
chair would like at this time to get your re-
sponseto sus pend ing therulesto al low the
distri butionof materi ds.1f youwouldal low
that, pleasepress; if youwouldnot a low it,
pleasepress2. Pleasein di cate so by voting
when thelight ap pears. [ Yes, 855; No, 36.]
Y ou have ap proved by 96% in favor of a-
lowing that to be done. Thank you very
much.

You have been such an attentive and
kindand hospi tabledel egation, wewould
like at thistimeto give you afif teen-min-
ute break. Isthat all right?

(Applause)

All right. Just—just onemo ment, please.
Holdyour placesjustonemomenttoal low
thedistri butionof themateri als. Holdjust
onemo ment. Yes, mikefive, please.

DON ALD MESSER (Rocky Mountain):
I"d liketo ask for amo tion to sus pend the
rules for the purpose of handing out a
book mark dur ing the break, not to wait.

BISHOPHENDERSON: All right, what
isthe book mark, please, sir?

MESSER: The bookmark is from the
Russia United Methodist Theological
Seminary.

BISHOPHENDERSON: Sure. All right.
If youwill al low that, pleasepress1; if you
would not al low it, please press 2. Please
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in di cate so when the light ap pears. [Yes,
780; No, 49] You have approved by
94.1%. Y es. Mrs. Massey?V ote—mike 2.

MARY ALICE MASSEY (Florida):
Bishop, | need someclari fi cation. Dowe
still .. . we had an or der of the day for the
Koreanhymnal,and. ..

BISHOP HENDERSON: Yes.
MASSEY: ... dowedlill havethat ...
BISHOP HENDERSON: Yes.
MASSEY: . . .todo af ter our break?

BISHOP HENDERSON: Yes, ma am.
Yes, Ms. Massey.

MASSEY : Just so the del e gates un der-
stand. Thank you.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you,
thank you, Mrs. Massey. Thank you very
much.

All right All right, let’s be at re cess for
fifteen minutes. Please come back

promptly.
(Song)

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you.
Thank you very much, Rev er end Wil son.
Lettheconfer encebeinorder. Del egates,
please find your places. Thank you, thank
you so much. Bishop Kim will come again
and now will sharewith usre gard ing the
Koreanhymnal.

Thank you so much for the kind and
sweet-spir ited group you are. Thank you
so much. Bishop Kim.

BISHOP KIM: OK, | am wearing an-
other hat, here. | am very pleased that the
Gen eral Board of Disci ple ship and Gen-
eral Board of the Pub lishing House has de-
cided to listen to the needs of Korean
Amer i can churches, for the needs of their
hymnbook, to pub lish the new est United
Methodist hymnbook in Korean and in
English. And Dal Joon Won, who is astaff
member of Gen eral Board of Pub lishing
House—United Methodist Publishing
House—is the general editor of this
hymnbook. And I'd like to introduce to
you so that he can in tro duce to you about
thisnew hymnbook, Rev er end Dal Won.

Announcementof Publi cation
of Bilingual Korean Amer i canHymnal

DAL JOON WON: It is my honor and
priv ilegetore port to you about the Ko rean
AmericanUnitedMethodisthymnal,which
began July 1998, and will be com pleted by
November 2001. TheGenera Boardof Dis-
cipleship and The United Methodist Pub-
lishingHousebeganto assesstheneedfor a
resourceto sup port thewor ship of Korean
AmericanUnitedMethodistcongregations
that would, first, supplement the existing

ecumenical Korean hymnal produced in
Korean; second, include more recent

hymnody. Two-thirds of the 360 selected
hymns are com posed in the 20th cen tury;

and you may won der what are some of those
one-third. We cannot bring back Charles
and John Wesley to the 20th cen tury when
we use many of those hymns. Third, we
would support bilingual wor ship. Eng-
lish-spesakingK oreancongregationsand K o-
rean-speaking congregations would ever
have been eager to cometo gether and cel e
brate worship to gether. Fourth, we would
provideastandardK oreantranslationof the
of fi cial UnitedMethodistrituals, Baptism,
Holy Communion, confir mation, member-
ship, and ser viceof deathandresur rection,

Christianmar riage, and morning praiseand
eveningpraise.

Inaddi tiontothat, 95 re spon siveread
ingsin cluded ac cord ing to the Christian
Y ear and oc casional servicesandgeneral
usage. These United Methodist rituals
will of feratremendousop por tunity touse
common terminologies and theologies
amongKorean Ameri canUnitedMethod
ists. Thisnew hymnal will provideop por
tunities of thinking, talking, and
expressing of those terminologies and
United Meth odist theol o giesinthewor-
ship setting. The twelve Korean hym-
nal-committee members and four
standing committee and 28 of the advi-
sory groupimplementedacareful process
of deliberation, eval uation, andresearch.
And they gathered more than almost
6,000 hymns and pro cessed and selected
360 hymnsout of al most 6,000 hymnsand
songs within a year and a half. And also
they identified the needs and concerns
andpref er encesof local congregationsto
en sure that the new hym nal will be bal-
anced and tar geted to ward the needsof the
per soninthepew. In other words, to all of
them are sing able hymns. Thank you for
your sup port and prayers.

(Applause)

BISHOPKIM: Inthisrespect our church,
United Methodist Church, is a light year
ahead of the Presbyterian churches. The
Korean Presbyteriansareen vy ingwiththe
green eyesat thispoint. Weare even co-opt
ing some of these Presbyterian lead ersto
work with us so that even tu ally when this
hymnal ispublishedthePresby terianbroth
ers and sisterswill also use our bi lin gual
hymnal.(Applause)l’ dliketo, beforewego
tosinging somesamples, I'dliketorec og-
nize some people from the podium who
havebeenveryinstrumental inhelpingthis
to hap pen. First thereisEzraEarl Jones, the
general secretary of Genera Board of
Discipleship,andNeil Al exander, theprest

dent of the publishing house; and [Board of

Disci pleship] staff membersDanBenedict
and Sang E. Chun. These per sonshavebeen
supportiveandsupportingandalsoHarriett
OlsonfromthePublishing House. They are
there so lets give them our expression of

thanks. (Ap plause) Now Cynthiaisgoingto
lead usin sam pling thesam pler, singing 2

or 3 hymns.

(Singing)

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you
very much. Thank you Bishop Kim for your
ef fectiveleader ship,insharingthegiftsand
graces that God has so em pow ered you as
we have now com pleted our agenda items
deal ing with the or der of the day. We are
grate ful to you sir, and we are in deed en-
riched asour church contin uestowidenthe
cir cleof loveand con cern. At this time we
will hear fromsomeof thelegislativecom
mit tees, beginningwith Lo cal Church, the
Rev er end Mr. Tyrone Gordon, the chair.

TYRONE D. GORDON (Kan sas West):
Thank you, Bishop Henderson. To the Gen-
eral Conference. We have the dubious
honor of beingthesacri fi cial lambbeingthe
firstlegislativecommitteetoreport.

(Laughter)
We have—I, my team—
(Laughter)

The vice-chair, Joel Kilpatrick, from
North Geor gia, and secretary Judy Benson
from Oklahoma. I’'m Tyrone Gordon from
KansasWest.

(Applause)

I'd like to call your attention to Caendar
Item 175. The DCA page number is 1849,
1-8-4-9,inyester day’s DCA. Ca endar Item
175, p. 1849, peti tion num ber 30099. And if
you would like, in your Advance DCA, you
will find it on page—the full petition—on
1135. It deals with adding the words lay
preacher tothe section onthelay speak ersin
transferring  certificates. The committee
voted—recommends—nonconcurrence to
thisrecommendation. Andtherationalebe
hind it isthat this mat ter needstoreally be
cared for and ironed out in other ar eas be-
fore it comes to Local Church in dealing
with transferring of certificates. Bishop,
thisisour motion.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, the
motionisfor noncon cur rence. You' Il sup-
porttheactionof thecommittee, pleasevote
1; if youdo not sup port their recommenda
tion then you, you will vote on num ber 2.
Please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
808; No, 62] And you have sup ported the
recommendationfromthecommitteewith
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the vote of 92 percent. Thank you very
much.

Discipleship,
Greenway, the chair.

JEFFREY GREENWAY (West ernPennt
syl vania): Bishop Hendersonand members
of the General Conference, we have two
cal endar itemsto bring beforeyou to day.
The mem bers of our lead er ship team are
Rubin Perry and June Wilson, who | was
not ableto reach beforewe cametotheplat-
form. She'll be with us tomorrow or on
Monday. And | am Jeff Greenway from
WesternPennsyl vania.

Cal endar Item 154isfoundinyesterday’s
DCA, p. 1847. Calendar number 154, p.
1847. Thisispeti tionnumber 31016. If you
want to see the full word ing, it'sfound in
your Advance DCA on p. 287. Themotion
of thecommitteeisfor concurrence. Thera
tionaleisthat thislan guageisbeing placed
inthemidst of theed u cational responsi bil i
tiesand stan dards of the Gen eral Board of
Disci pleship. Thank you.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, are
there questions? If you'll sup port the rec-
ommendationcomingfromthecommittee,
please press 1. If you do not sup port, press
2. Please vote when thelight ap pears. [ Yes,
839; No, 37] Y ou havevotedto sup port the
recommendationcomingfromthecommit
tee, vote of 95.4 per cent.

GREENWAY : TheseconditemisCal en
dar Item Numberl55 on the same page.
Thisispeti tionnumber 31017. If you'dlike
tolook at thefull peti tion, thisison the Ad-
vance DCA, p. 290. The motion coming
from the Discipleship Committee is for
concurrence. The rationale is that this
placesasimi lar kind of languageinthe Cur-
riculum Resources Committee section of
the Gen eral Board of Disci pleshipin The
Bookof Disci pline.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, are
therequestionstoRev er end Greenway?| see
none. If you' Il sup porttherecommendation
fromthecommit tee, pressone. If you do not
support, press two. Please vote when the
light appears. [ Yes, 788; No, 90] And you
havevoted to sup port therecommen dation
comingfromthecommit tee, 89.7 per cent.

GREENWAY : Thank you, Bishop.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you
very much.

Confer ences, Dr. CharlesCourtoy.

Reverend Jeffrey

(Applause)

Reportof LegislativeCommittee
onConfer ences

CHARLES W. COURTOY (Florida):
It's good to have friends. Bishop

Henderson, brothers and sisters of the
conference, I'd like to first introduce the
leadership team of Conferences. Donde
Ashmosis the vice-chair; from South west
TexasConference.

(Applause)

Y ou have sometoo. Deborah Pritts, from
NorthCentral New Y ork Confer ence, isthe
secretary.

(Applause)

Wehave seven peti tionsto present.
BISHOP HENDERSON: All right.

COURTQY: The first petition will be
found on p. 1846 in your DCA. ItisCal en-
dar Item num ber 145. It ispeti tion num ber
30410; p. 179 intheAdvanceDCA contains
the full text. The sub ject of thisis hav ing
meet ings out side churchesin or der to ac-
commodate people with disabilities. We
amendedthisasitorigi nally ap pearedtous
toread asfol lows: “Meetingssched uled by
theannual confer enceanditsdistricts, com
mit tees, boards, and coun cilsshould beheld
inplacesthat areac cessi bleto peo plewith
disabilities even if this means scheduling
meetingsoutsidechurch-relatedfacil ities.”
The committee recommends concurrence
asamended. Itisajusticeissuethatisthera
tionale.

BISHOPHENDERSON: Thank you, Dr.
Courtoy. Other questions?If not, if youwill
vote to supporttherecommendationfrom
thecommit tee, pleasepress 1. If you do not
sup porttherecommendationfromthecom
mit tee, press 2. Please vote when the light
appears. [ Yes, 878; No, 22] 97.6 per cent.
Y ouhaveindi cated your wishtosup port the
recommendation.

COURTOQY: The next peti tionisfound
onp. 1846 in your DCA. It'sCa endar Item
146; it is peti tion num ber 30815. Thefull
textisfound in theAdvance DCA on p. 175.
Itisti tled” Bishopsmay nomi nateecument
cal officers in good standing to assist in
episcopal responsibilities.” The ratio
nale—the recommendation is nonconcur
rence. Our rationale is that we—the
bishop—can ac com plish this now with out
addingaddi tional legislationtothe Disci
pline.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Arethere ques
tions? All right, if you will vote to sup port
the recommendation from the committee,
pleasepress1, thisisfor nonconcurrence. If
you do not support that recommendation,
please press 2. [ Yes, 859; No, 53] By avote
of 94.2 per cent, you have sup ported therec
ommendationcomingfromthecommittee
fornonconcurrence.

Provisional Confer encesDebated

COURTOY : Thethird peti tionisfound
onp. 1847 inyour DCA. ItisCal endar Item
number 148; it is peti tionnum ber 31522.
The full text can befound on p. 173 inyour
Advance DCA. Thesub ject isto amend the
cur rent paragraph in the Discipline to in-
crease from 10 to 20 the num ber of clergy
membersnecessary tocreateaprovi sional
confer ence, andto raisethenumber from 6
to 10 below which, if the clergy number
falls, theprovi sional confer encewould be
discontinued. Thecommittee' srecomment
dation is nonconcurrence. The rationale:
Webelievethiswouldbeadisadvantagefor
the devel op ment of the churchin many ar-
eas of our world. Fin land and Rus siawere
two ar easthat were cited.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, if you
will sup porttherecommendationfromthe
com mit—all right, | seeahand. Goto mike
4, please. State your name and con fer ence
please, sir.

ROB ERT CASEY (Virginia): I'mtheaw
thor of thepeti tion. It just seemsto methat
the small number of persons required to
formaprovi siona annual confer enceisre
aly very, very, very small. Andyoureal ize
that provisional annual conferences have
representationat General Confer ence. Ev-
ery time we have ten new persons—ten
ministers—toformanannual confer ence,
we'reenti tledtotwo del egatesto Genera
Conference. Inaddition, it seemstomethat
if we, if an nual con fer enceisto mean any-
thing, it'sgot to be alit tle bit big ger body.
It's not really an, an annual conference.
It's—you can’t func tion as an an nual con-
fer encein any great way with that few peo-
ple, and maybe we need to grandfather
thosewhoareal ready in. Butit seemstome
that we need a higher level for forming an-
nual confer ences, di vi sional annual confer
ences, than we cur rently have. Thank you,
Bishop.

BISHOPHENDERSON: Thank you, Mr.
Casey. Are there oth erswho would like to
speak? Y es, come to mike 4, please.

(Laughter)

That was a speech against nonconcur
rence.

IRIS RAJAMAA (Finland-Finnish
Provisional): If thispeti tion car ries, it will
destroy our church, and | very much op-
posed to this.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Y ou're speak-
ing in opposition to the recommendation
fromthecom mitteeorinfavor of ?

RAJAMAA: In favor of therec om men-
dation.
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BISHOP HENDERSON: Infavor.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, that's
oneon & ther side. Thank you very much.
There's a delegate at the back. Come to
mike 8, please. Yes. Presumably you are
speaking against nonconcur rence?

BEVERLY WILKES (lllinois Gresat
Rivers ): Bishop, | have a question. Isan
amendment ap propri ateat thispoint?

BISHOP HENDERSON: Yes.

WILKES: Wdll, | rise to make an amend-
ment.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Let's hear it.

WILKES: The amendment would be
“with theex cep tionto therelation ship of
central conferences.”

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right,
please get a copy of your amend ment here
to the stage area, ma am.

WILKES: Yessir.

BISHOP HENDERSON: That's an
amend ment whichreadsin essencewiththe
ex ception of thecentral confer ences. Am
|—have stated it cor rectly?

WILKES: Cor rect, Bishop.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, let's
see if we can get support for the amend-
ment. If youwill sup port amend ing thispe-
ti tion, please votewith num ber 1. If you do
not sup port theamend ment, please press 2.
Please vote when the light appears.
[Voting] Theamend ment fails.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, are
there oth erswho would like to speak? Y es,
please go to mike 4, please, Sir. Yes, gir.

VANCE SUMMERS (West Ohio):
Bishop, we should be aware aswe con sider
this on the floor that in many of the an nua
confer encesthat would be af fected by this,
10 members or 10 clergy oftenrepresent
many, many per sonsin devel op ing coun-
tries. | wouldbeforthecommittee' sreport.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, that’s
a speech in favor of the recommendation
fromthe com mit tee. Thank you Rev er end
Summers. Y essir, wouldyougotomike4.

DONALDAVERY (Loui s ana): | move
theprevi ousquestion.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, mo-
tionisforthecall for theprevi ousquestion,
it's nondebatable. If you will sup port that
recommendationor that motionfromDon
ald Avery, pleasepress 1. If you do not sup-
port the call for previous, please press 2.
Please vote when the light appears. By
94.2% [ Yes, 860; No, 53] you have called
for previ ousquestion, which meansall de-
batewill cease. Now, Charles, any thingelse
you would like to say?

COURTOY : No sir, Bishop.

BISHOPHENDERSON: All right, if you
will sup port therecommendationfromthe
committeepleasepress1. If youdonot sup-
port the recommendation, press 2. Please
vaotewhenthelight ap pears. [Yes, 830; No,
93] By vote of 89.9% you have voted to
sup porttherecommendationfromthecom
mittee.

ProfessingMember shipDebated

COURTOY : Our next peti tionisfound
on p. 1846 in the DCA. It'scal endar item
142, itispeti tion num ber 30314, itisfound
on p. 161 in the Advance DCA. This hasto
do with the use of “professing” to clarify
mem ber shipcal culationnumbersfor Gen
eral Confer encedel egates. Thecommittee
recommendscon cur rence. Hear now thera
tionaleandlistencarefully, for it doeshave
abear ing on our fu ture. In 1996, Gen eral
Conferenceunani moudly af firmed By Wa-
ter and Spirit, thebaptismal report,andalso
adopted sev eral paragraphsinthedisci pline
that used “baptized” and “professing’
mem bers. Later the Judi cial Council ruled
in Deci sion Num ber 811 that thiswas un-
consti tutional becausetheConsti tutiondid
not pro vide for this. This amend ment and
two oth erswehavedeal ingwiththe Con stk
tutionwill placethislanguageinthe Con stk
tution so that in the future Generd
Conferences may decidetoreconsider By
Water and Spirit. Bishop, thisisour rec om
mendationof concurrence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right. Are
there ques tions? Yes, right here. Mike 1,
please, sir.

BILL HINSON (Texas): We are as sum-
ingwiththiscommittee’' srecommendation
that the constitutional changes will be
made, we are as sum ing that this body and
thenall of thean nual confer ences. Isthisthe
assumption?

COURTOQY: It's my assumption, yes,
that thiswill be adopted by twothirds of this
body and then be sent to the an nual con fer-
encesforconsideration.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Are there any
other questions? Y es, go to mike 8, please,
sir; or 6—whichever is more conve
nient—6, | believe.

TIM RESS (New Y ork): | amwondering,
isthis“professingmember” definedinan
other paragraph?

COURTOY: No sir.

RESS: Well then | would con sider that to
beagood reason not to sup port thecommit
tee.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, yes
sir. You will be next, sir. Mike 8, please.

LARRY PICKENS (Northern lllinois):
Bishop, thisisan in quiry, could some one
ex plainwhat thiswouldmeaninrelationto
theJudi cial—

BISHOP HENDERSON:  Brother
Pickens, holdit onemo ment. Sir, you need
toremain at your seat, | will call you next.
I’m sorry. Thank you, I’'m very sorry, sir.

PICKENS The question is, what would
thisparticular peti tionmeaninrelationto
the Judicial Council Deci sion 885, which
came out yesterday, which requires that
professingmember bedefined.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right,
some one may want to an swer. Charles, are
yougoingtoan swer that?

COURTOY : Bishop, thechair of theLeg-
islative Committee on Discipleship is far
morefamil iar withthisthan|.| wonderif he
might be per mit ted to an swer thequestion.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, if the
body soal lows. | don’t seeany objections.
Mike 2, please.

JEFFREY E. GREENWAY (Western
Penn syl vania): If you have aBook of Reso-
lutions you' [l want to turn to num ber, page
num ber 716, and thereyou will find the text
for By Water and the Spirit. If you read
through that, it clearly explains what is
meant by pro fessing mem ber ship, and that
iswhat isbeing called for in this con sti tu-
tional amend ment; inthese ac tionsarethis
kind of under standing of professing mem-
ber ship, which was en dorsed by the 1996
General ConferencewithBy Water andthe
Soirit.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, so
that isvery helpful. Thank you. | oweaper-
son over here a chance to speak. Mike 4,
please.

MAXIE DUNNAM (Kentucky): What
does our adop tion of the By Water and the
Jiritdocument, what kind of requirements
does that make upon the General Confer
ence and the church?

BISHOP HENDERSON: Do you want
Rev er end Greenway to speak toit?

COURTOY: : | would prefer that he speak
toitagain. Thishasbeenintheircommittee.
They worked it through in the past. He is
very famil iar withit. | would prefer that he
answer your question, Maxie.

DUN HAM: All right.
(Laughter andlongdelay)

GREENWAY : That will teachmetoeat a
cracker af ter | sit down.

(Laughter, Applause)

GREENWAY (WesternPennsyl vania): |
was present in the Legidative Committee
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onDisci pleshipin1996. My under standing
of the. .. of that con ver sation, wasthat we
weretryingto, wewereat temptingto, come
toacommon con sensusof what webelieve
as United Meth od ists about Bap tism. And
flowing out of that legislative committee
were sev eral other peti tionsthat spoke of
baptized members and professing mem-
bers. InDeci sion 811 of the Judi cial Count
cil, dl of the disciplinary paragraphs
referring to those two kinds of member-
ship—professingmember shipandbaptized
member ship—wereruledunconsti tutional,
and since that time we’ ve been back un der
the 1992 Book of Disci pline paragraphsin
relationtomember ship. Thisisasincereef-
fort on the part of the staff per sonsfromthe
General Board of Discipleship and the
mem bersof theGeneral Board of Disci ple
ship aswe' ve beentry ing to work to gether
sinceJudi cia Council ruling Num ber 811,
tobringustoaplacelegislatively andinthe
Discipline where we live into the spirit of
what General Confer enceaf firmedunani-
mously in 1996. | don’t know that | can an-
swer the depth of what Maxieisspeak ingto
regardingthebinding natureof that resolu
tion, other than, that we af firmed this, and
we'retry ingto createaway inwhichwecan
reflectthat af fir mationintheBook of Disci-
plineinto thefu ture.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right. Dr.
Dunnam, mike four, again.

MAXIE DUNNAM (Kentucky): My
pointisthat if that doc umentishinding to
us, then that does shape the kind of deck-
sions we make.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, I . . .
yes. Number—number three, please. Mi -
crophonethree.

PATRICK STREIFF (Swit zer-
land-France): | work inthelegislativecom
mit tee where we have para graph 4 of the
Congtitution. And the question whichwe
deal withislinked to paragraph 4, be cause
the para graph 4 of the Con sti tu tion isthe
one which has not been changed at the last
Gen eral Con fer ence, and where the ques-
tionisbeforeus—what we put inthispossi-
bil ity that upon Bap tism some oneiscalled
bap tized mem ber, and tak ing the vows he
will become professing member. So, the
guestionisreally linked onour deci sonwe
will doon paragraph4inthe Consti tution.
And therefore, | think it would be better to
talk about thisparagraphof theConsti tution
af terwehavemadeadeci siononparagraph
4. And so that we wait with thisitem 'til we
have paragraph 4. | do not know how to say
itintheRulesof Or der. “Table”?If thatis
correct.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, thank
you very much. You want to speak, Jeff,

again?Forclarification?You'll benext, sir.
Y oumay beseated, andyou’ll benext. Y es.

GREENWAY : | would movetotable.
BISHOP HENDERSON: All right.

GREENWAY': So that the spirit of what
was just men tioned could be acted.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right.
There'samove, amo tion to ta ble. It has
been sec onded. If you will sup port the mo-
tion to table, please press 1, if you do not
sup port to table, please press 2. Pleasevote
whenthelight ap pears.[ Yes, 801; No, 121]
By avoteof 86.9%, you havevotedtotable.

CHARLES COURTOY (Florida): And |
would as sume, there fore, we will hold the
other two amendments of—dealing with
other paragraphs, whichisthesamesubject,
until wedeal withtheothers. ..

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right.

COURTOY: .. .sowe |l not re port now.
I’ ve got one other, Bishop.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, sir.

COURTOQY: This one is found on page
846. | mean, 1846, Cal en dar Item num ber
147, Peti tion num ber 30937. Thefull con-
tent is found on page 170 in your Advance
DCA. Theti tle of thisis“Of fi cialsof The
United Meth odist Church Shall Not Speak
Pub licly for the Church in Ways That Are
Inconsistent with the Social Principles.”
The resolution says far more than that, |
hope you will read it in page 170—or the
peti tion does. The com mit tee movesnon-
concur rence. Therational eisthat theword
ing is ambiguous; for example, what
consti tutes pub lic sup port, whichisone of
thecri teriausedthere, and it would bevery
dif fi cult to en force, and the question was,
who would do the enforcing. And so we
recommendnonconcur rence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right. Other
questions?| do not seeacard. If you sup port
thecom mit tee’ srecom mendationfor non
con cur rence, please press 1; if you do not
support their recommendation, press 2.
Please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
706; No, 218.] Sev enty-six-point-four per-
cent, you have voted to sup port therec om
mendationfor nonconcurrence.

COURTOQY: : Bishop, thereissomething
needtocall tothesecretary andthe Confer-
ence’sat tention. Weweretold there' d bea
vot ing pad here for those of usthat . . .

BISHOPHENDERSON: Thatiscor rect.

COURTOY: Back over here? Is that
where. .. ?Thank you. Weneed to in form
thefu ture oneswherethey are.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you

very much, Dr. Courtoy, and members of
the Committee on Conferences. The next

legislativecommitteeisHigher Education,
J. Lavon Wil son, chair.

ReportofLegislativeCommittee
onHigher EducationandMinistry

J. LAVON WILSON (lllinois Great
Rivers): Good morning, Bishop.

BISHOPHENDERSON: Good morning.

WIL SON: | would like to in tro duce the
other mem bersof my legislativecommit
tee, the Reverend Kay Lehman is our
vice-chair from NorthernIndi anaConfer-
ence, andthe Rev er end Al Gwinnissecre
tary fromthe Kentucky Confer ence, and|,
J. LaVon Wil son, aschair, isfrom thell li-
noisGreat RiversConfer ence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right.
(Applause)

WIL SON: If youwouldturninyour pres
ent DCA, for Cal en dar Item 166, on page
1848, Peti tion 30626, and in your Advance
DCA, 945 isthe page. Thispeti tionwason
theterm of theepisco pacy, and thecom mit-
teevatednonconcurrence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, are
therequestionstoMs. Wil son?1 donot seea
card. If you'll sup porttherecommendation
from the committee, please press “1,”; if
you do not sup port their recommendation,
press “2." Please vote when the light ap-
pears. [Yes, 724; No, 181] By a vote of
80%, you have voted to sup port therec om-
mendationfromthecommit tee.

WIL SON: Our next cal en dar itemison
thevery same page, 1848, inyour DCA. Itis
Item 167, Peti tion 30409; in your Advance
DCA, on page 979. Thisison “In capacity
leaveresulting fromhealthmat tersand dis
abil ity condi tions,” and our committeerec
ommendsconcur rence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Arethere ques
tions from the body? All right, if you will
supporttherecommendationfromthecom
mit tee, press 1; if you do not sup port, press
2. Pleasevotewhenthelight ap pears. [ Yes,
878; No, 34.] By avote of 96.3%, you have
votedtosup porttherecommendationfrom
thecommittee.

WIL SON: Our next peti tionison 1848, it
is Item 168, Petition 30916; in your Ad-
vance DCA, 978. Thisis on the sub ject of
“Before aleaveisgranted, clergy shall be
appointed for at least one quadrennium,”
and the com mit tee voted and rec om mends
nonconcurrence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Questions? If
you' |l support therecommendationfromthe
committeefornonconcurrencepressl. fyou
do not so sup port press 2. Please vote when
the light appears. [Yes, 799; No, 113]
Eighty-seven-point-six percent is your rec-
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ommendation for support for nonconcur
rence.

WIL SON: Our next item is 169, at the
bot tom of 1848, and therest of that isonthe
top of 1849. Peti tion 30741, Advance DCA
957. The com mit teerec om mendscon cur-
rence with amend ment asfol lows: “es pe-
cially mem bers of the Churches of Christ
Uniting.” The com mit tee voted in con cur-
rencewith amend ment.

BISHOPHENDERSON: Arethere ques-
tions? If you'll support the recommenda
tion from the committee for concurrence
please press 1. If you do not so support,
press 2. Please vote when thelight ap pears.
[Yes, 851; No, 57] By avote of 93.7% you
havevotedtosupporttherecommendation
fromthecommittee.

WIL SON: Our nextitemis 170, found on
p. 1849. Peti tion num ber is30638 Advance
DCA 958, andthisparticular oneison add
ing “al covenant relationships’ regarding
exami nationsfor deacons. Thecommittee
recommendsnonconcur rence.

BISHOPHENDERSON: Arethere ques-
tions? If you'll support the recommenda
tion from the com mit tee please press 1; if
you do not support press 2. Please vote
whenthelight ap pears.[ Yes, 772; No, 141]
By avote of 84.6%you have voted to sup-
porttherecommendationfromthecommit
tee.

WILSON: On the very same page the
nextcal endaritemis171. Thepeti tionnum
ber is 30640. The Advance DCA page is
962. This is regarding“all covenantrela
tionships regarding examinations of el-
ders” The committee recommends
nonconcurrence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, are
therequestions?| donot seeacard. If you'll
supporttherecommendationfromthecom:
mitteepress1; if youdo not sup port press2.
Please vote when the light ap pears. By a
vote of 84.8% Yes, 764; No, 137] you have
votedtosup porttherecommendationof the
committee.

WILSON: On the very same page the
Calendar Item 172. Petition number is
30050. Your Advance DCA page is 968.
Thesubjectwasdeletingwordsineffective
relationship. Thecommitteerecommended
non-concurrence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, are
there questions to the chair? | do not see a
card. If you'll supporttherecommendation
from the com mit tee, press 1; if you do not
sup port, press 2. Please vote when the light
appears. [Yes, 862; No, 48] A vote of
94.7%.Y ou have voted to sup port the rec-
ommendation from the committee for
nonconcurrence.

WILSON: Bishop, that concludes our
items from yesterday’s DCA. Thank you
very much.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thanks, Miss
Wil son, and thanks to the other of fi cers of
your commit tee. Thank you.

(Applause)

LegislativeCommittee
onGlobal MinistriesReports

BISHOPHENDERSON: Thenextlegis
lativecommitteeisGlobal Ministries; Miss
Christine Dean Keelsisthechair.

CHRISTINE DEAN KEELS (Bd ti
more-Washington): Good  morning,
Bishop.

BISHOPHENDERSON: Goodmorning.

KEELS: The Com mit tee on Global Min
istrieswill be pre sent ing from page 1848.
My vice-chair is Reverend Y oungsook
Kang, from the Rocky Mountain Confer-
ence; my secretaryisJerry Russell, fromthe
Holston Con fer ence. Inthe spirit of shared
leadership, in future days you will hear
fromthevice-chair and the secretary. This
morning, I'dliketo call on Paul Ervin, who
chaired the SubcommitteeonCommunity
andEcumeni cal Relations, andPhy! lisFer
gu son, who chaired Peace and Justice Com
mit tee, towalk usthroughthe peti tions.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you.

PAUL ERVIN (North Georgia): Cal en
dar Item 160, page 1848. This is a peti
tion—on page 914, was Petition number
31381; 31381. If you'll turn to that page,
therewasarelated peti tionwhichwill come
up later on which concurrence is recom
mended, this particular petition we're
on—and that, incidentaly, is Petition
31731 on page 916. This peti tion, though,
thatwe' recur rently look ing at relatestothe
sup port of theInter national Day of Prayer,
andit—itwasvoted non con cur rence. Nort
con cur rence. Now, thisisPeti tion 31381.
Thereason, the main reason was, aswe ur
der stood it—it was a close vote—but the
main reason it wasvoted non con cur rence
related to the specifics mentioned in that
resolution relating to countries. But we
movednonconcurrence.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right. Are
there questionsto Mr. Ervin? Yes. | do not
seeacard. | donot seeacard. If you'll sup-
porttherecommendationfromthecommit
tee, please press 1; if you do not sup port,
press 2. Please vote when thelight ap pears.
[Yes, 778; No, 139.] By a vote of 84.8%,
you voted to sup port therec om men dation
from the committee for nonconcurrence.
Y es?Y oumay pro ceed.

PHYL LIS S FERGU SON (Padific- North-
west): Thenext peti tionispeti tion on page
1848, Cd en dar Item 164, in the Advance
[sic, Volume 4] DCA, it's on page 1848.
Thepeti tionnumberis31715[sic, 31751].
Thepeti tionconcernssupportingthelifting
of economic sanctions against Irag. The
committee voted concurrence because of
what these sanctionsdoto very poor women
andchil dren.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, are
therequestionsfromthebody?I| donot seea
card. If you'll sup porttherecommendation
from the com mit tee, please press 1; if you
donotsupporttheirrecommendation, press
2. Please votewhen thelight ap pears. [ Yes,
703; No, 213.] By a vote of 76.7%, you
votedtosup porttherecommendationfrom
thecommittee, for concurrence. Yes.

KEELS: Bishop, this concludes our re-
port for thismorning.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right. Let's
expressour appreci ationtothiscommittee.

(Applause)

You've done a great deal this morning,
andwearein deed grateful to you, not only
forwhat you’ vedone, but for thewonder ful
spirit un der which you' ve doneit. We have
somean nouncementsat thistime, andwe' Il
get ready for those, and we have some spe-
cial wordsthat you needto hear injustamo-
ment. First of al, there is an urgent
resolutionthat comesfromthePhil ippines
about thepeaceand or der situation. Where
isJoe Sam son, whereareyou?Back, would
you go to mikefive, please? From the Kan-
sasdel egation. Bishop Arichea, whereare
you? Would you come down for just amo-
ment, pleasesir, asthisisbeing pre sented?
Y es, would you come down, pleasesir? All
right, you may proceed at mike number
five.

ResolutiononPeaceand Conflict
inthePhil ippines

ANGELITO G. SAMSON (Kansas
East): | move to sus pend the rulesfor the
pur poseof presentingthisresolutiononthe
peace and con flict sit uationinthe Phil ip-
pines.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right.
That’ samotionto suspendtherules. If you
will so sup port, press 1; if you do not wish
for therulestobesuspended, press2. Please
votewhenthelight ap pears. Thisrequiresa
two-thirds vote. [ Yes, 859; No, 41] A vote
of 95.4%, therulesare suspended. Y ou may
proceed.

SAM SON: Resolution onthepeaceand
conflictsituationinthePhil ippines. Were
joicewiththereported rescue of thefifteen
hostages previously held by extremists
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Musdlim rebels of the Abu Sayyaf group.
But with them were four dead, a priest and
threeteach ers. We sharethe ag ony of those
21 hostagesfrom SipadanIslandin Malay-
sia, among them, French, German,Leba
nese, South African, Finnish, and
Malaysian nationals who face continuing
uncer tainties. Welament theout break of vi-
olenceinvolvingMuslimrebelsinthel4lo
calities of Mindanao, including those in
Sulu and Basilan is lands. And so, we are
grimly re minded of what we stand for as
membersof TheUnitedMethodist Church.

Whereas “individuals are affirmed by
God in their diversity, so are nationsand
cul tures’; and“whilerecognizingvalid dif-
ferencesincul tureandpoliti cal philosophy,
westand for justiceand peaceinev ery” sit-
uation[1996Bookof Disci pline, paragraph
69, sectionA]. Whereas, “webelievewaris
incompati blewiththeteachingsandex am
ple of Christ. . . . and insist that the first
mora duty of al nationsisto re solve by
peaceful meansev ery disputethat arisesbe
tween or among them; that human values
must out weigh mil i tary claimsasgov ern-
ments determine their priorities’ [1996
Bookof Disci pline, par. 69C].

Be it hereby resolved, that the General
Confer ence 2000 of TheUnited Meth od ist
Churchex pressitsprayer that hostil i tiesbe
gin to cease, for there are only losers in
wars, and those who claim to be victors
must livewiththethreat of vi olentrepri sals
in an unending cycle of vengeance; that
food, medi cines, clothing, and saferef uge
been sured by al par tiesto thosewhoselife
are in their hands, and that humanitarian
agen ciesbe al lowed to carefor them until
the ultimate return of peace in their dis-
turbed lands; that we join all with this our
resolutionof theconflictsand sor rows—

BISHOP HENDERSON: Sir, you'll need
to sum—sum up your recommendation,
please. Please sum it up.

SAM SON: —that we call upon all peo-
plesto rec og nizeonean other, to bein com
mu nity with each other, inthe hope of ajust
worldorder, upholdinghow all per sonsand
groups must feel secure in their life and
righttolivewithinasoci ety if or deristobe
achieved and main tained by law, and if we
especially ex pressthishopeto both Chris-
tians and non-Christians alike, we must
leavetherigorsof thesov er eign Phil ippine
community. Thank you.

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, thank
you. If youwish by thebody torespondwith
the vote to affirm your recommendation,
press 1; if you do not sup port thisre quest,
press 2. Please vote when thelight ap pears.
[Yes, 848; No, 53.] By vote of 94.1%, you

havevotedtosupporttherecommendation.
Thank you.

Danger ousStuation
inSerralLeoneReported

BISHOP HENDERSON: The next item
isasimilaritem. Whereisthedel egatewho
brought methenewspaper clip ping?Where
is Bishop Humper? Bishop Humper, where
are you, sir—from Sierra Leone? Would
you please comedownin likewisefashion
asdid Bishop Arichea? Thisisabout our sit
uationthatisvery explosiveinSi erraLe
one. Where' sthe del e gatewho brought me
this news pa per clip ping? Where are you?
Right here. Would you go to mike one and
say just abrief word to us? Then we'll turn
tothesecretary for announcements.

DIANE NUNNELEE (Missouri West
Conference): | just request that we ask
Bishop Hum per to bring usare port on our
brothersandsistersinSi erral eone—asthe
peace process seems to be falling
apart—and thenfor usto beledin prayer for
thisdesper atesituationof thel ossof peace.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you.
BishopRay Chamberlainisgoingtoleadus
in prayer at the benedic tioninjust afew
min utes, so he can bein clu sivein that re
quest to Almighty God. Thank you very
much. Bishop Humper, you want to say a
word to us. Please, Sir.

BISHOP HUMPER: Thank you, Bishop.
Delegates of this great United Methodist
Church, without wasting much of your
time, | would only want to share with you
whereweareat thispointintry ingthe peace
processinSi erraLeone.

OnJuly 7,1999, &f ter nineyearsof brutal
war in Si erralLeone, theinternational com:
munitytogetherwiththelntel li genceCoun
cil of Si erraLeonemanagedtohaveapeace
agreement signed in Lomé, Togo, between
the government of Sierra Leone and the
Rev olutionary United Front led by Cor po-
ral Foday Sankoh. Asare sult of that doc u-
ment the United Nations put to gether the
pro cesswhereby sustainablepeacecouldbe
achievedin Si erraLeone. Theul ti matere
sult was to send in 11,100 United Nations
peace keep ing forcesin Si errale one, and
with this with drawal of ECOMOG that’s
helpingthegov ernment of Si erraLeoneto
prosecutethewar.

Though the Demobilization, Disarma
ment, and Reintegration (DDR) process
wasgoing on very slowly, what our peo ple
inSi erraLeonewerehopeful thatintheho-
ri zontherearesignsof hopefor sustainable
peace. Suddenly, af ter thefi nal withdrawal
of ECOMOG on April 29, thispast Mon day
the rebel leader Corpora Foday Sankoh
ordered hisboys, therebel boys, to ar rest or

de tain some of the United Nations peace-
keeping force. Uptothispoint of speak ing,
on Tuesday, four peacekeeping forces,
coming prob ably from Kenya, werekilled
andthreewounded withthedetention of the
heli copter anditscrew.

Yester day we learned that four of those
crew mem bers, to gether with the heli cop-
ter, werereleased. ButaGambian-Zambian
contin gent of 208 washead ing for Makeni
where you have the greater force shown of
re bel forces for de ploy ment at the United
Nations peace keep ing force. The 208, to-
gether withtheir ar mored carsand ammuni-
tions, were seized. At this point in time,
accordingtoinformationwehavereceived,
over 300 United Nations forces are in the
hands of the re bels. And, it is not known
what the state of those peo pleisat thismo-
ment. We have learned that the interna
tional commu nity—

BISHOP HENDERSON: Ex cuse me, ex-
cuse me, Bishop Humper.

BISHOP HUMPER: —have sent in
membersthere—

BISHOP HENDERSON: Excuse me,
Bishop. How does a bishop tell another
bishop that the timeisup?| don’t know.

(Laughter)

But, | respectfully re mind you, sir, that
the time has ex pired. If you could wrap up
your state ment to us, please, sir, we would
be grate ful. I'm so sorry. Just, just a con-
cluding statement or two, the body will
surely accept.

BISHOP HUMPER: In conclusion,
(Laughter, Applause) the peace pro cessis
fragilein Si erralLeone. | would hope and
pray that theinter national commu nity will
do more to help one man—who is hold ing
thewholenation to ran som—to seereason
andtobring peaceinthat landismy submis
sion, Mr. Chair man. | thank you.

BISHOP HENDERSON: We thank you.
(Applause)

We thank you, sir. We thank you very
much, and Bishop Cham ber lainwill surely
remem ber thatinjust afew moments. Yes,
mike number 6, please. Mike number 6.
Yes?Yes, Sir.

EDWARD KAIL: (lowa Conference)
Thank you, Bishop.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Mr. Kail.

KAIL: Beforewe ad journ, could you re-
mind usof thepro cessfor liftingitemsfrom
theConsent Cal endar?

BISHOP HENDERSON: All right. The
legislative committee bringing that report
would make those in the form of recom
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mendationstothebody. Thepresidingof fi-
cer will present that recom men dation, and
thebody will sorespond—toliftitemsfrom
thecon sent cal endar. Arethereother ques-
tionsfrom the body?I'll, I'll turnto my big
brothers in the epis co pacy and seeif I've
stated that cor rectly. Thatiscor rect ac cord
ing to Bishop Thomas and Bishop Looney.
All right, our secretary, Mrs. Mar shall.

Car olynMar shall TurnsUptheHeat

CAROLYN MARSHALL: Severa an-
nounce ments, Bishop, first one being, any-
one interested in atending the Africa
University Choir concert a the United
Meth od ist Church of Bereaisre quested to
seeDawn Barbara Swartz between 1:30 and
2:00 this afternoon at the information
booth. There will be an attempt to try to
work out car-pool ingpossi bil i ties. Wanting
to let you know since some sev eral of you
have been very will ing to sharethefact that
some of you are very warm, and some of
you are very cold.

(Laughter)

And if you've ever tried making com-
fort-control ex actly per fect for thisnum ber
of peo ple, you know thepossi bil ity is—of
having it perfect is probably not there.
However, this is to advise you that the
blow ershavebeenturned down. At thispar-
ticular point—

(Applause)

whileyou arerejoicing at that, let metell
youthat thereare—thereisab solutely noair
mov ing on the stage,

(Laughter)

andthereisnoair-condi tioningup hereat
all. Thebishopsbehindthisparticulartable
will be even more un com fort able, and we
are sitting under heavy lights with abso
lutely no air. So at least rememberthat if
you feel abit morecomfort able.

(Laughter)

BISHOP HENDERSON: | don't think
you ought to tell them that; they may want
to turn the lights up.

(Laughter)

MARSHALL: Another point: All
subcommitteesof Fi nancial Administra
tion,theFinancial Administrationlegisla
tivecommitteewill meetinthecommittee
room one and a half hours af ter ad journ-
ment of thisplenary—all subcom mittees
of financial interpretation.

RecognizingPrayer Concerns

Then, just aword to sim ply share and of-
fer the services of the secretarial staff.
Acrossthelast sev eral days, and | can seeit
coming even more as we go into this last
week—yes, wehaveaweek to go—per sons
have come expressing their concern, and
right fully so, about per sonsintheir del ega
tion who have had to go home, who are not
here because of an emergency, either of
their own—physica—something to do
with somebody in their family who has
passed away—you can imag ine the mul ti-
tude of con cernsin abody of thissize—and
asking that we as a body of concerned
ChristiansmeetinginthisGeneral Confer-
encewould shareour loveand concernwith
them. I’ ve got sev eral pieces of paper with
names and so forth on them and the spe cif-
ics. If you would like to have that done for
whomeverisinyour del egationwhowould
be so af fected, and you would get the name
to meonapieceof paper—pleasedon’t stop
meinthehall—I'll beglad totakethe piece
of pa per there, but men tion a name in the
hall and say youwill remember that—that’ s
alittlehardtodo. If you'll put it on apiece
of paper and hand it tome, if thead dressis
thesameasisinthehand book for del egates,
we can look that up very sim ply. If it's dif-
fer ent, let us know. But we will be glad to
respond to those concerns from al of us
gathered here as a General Conference.
Bishop, that com pl etestheannouncements.

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you
very much, Madame Secretary. Where is
Micheline Baussam from Haiti? Would you
stand, please?Y ouwerenot rec og nized the
other night, Tues day—the other day when
our spe cial guests and del e gates were rec
oghized, vice-president of the Methodist
Churchof theCaribbeanandtheAmeri cas
Concordat Church from Haiti. You are
more than wel come. We are glad you are
here to join us. Would you greet greet her
Ss0.

(Applause)

Thank you, del egates, for that wonder ful
ap plausefor asister of ours. Let meex press
to Bishop James S. Thomas and Bishop
Richard Looney my ap preci ationfor serv-
ing asback upsfor the presiding chair this
morning.

This has been avery, very spe cia honor
for me. Just the site on which we gather is
ex tremely special. Cleveland, Ohio, ismy
sec ond home. My fam ily, many mem bers
of my family, moved here during the
forties—the mid-forties and early
fifties—and three out of five boys of the
Henderson clan set tled herein Cleve land.

Many of these are now gone on to the
Church Tri um phant, and | have bit ter and
sweet mem o ries of this city as we gather
here. | ex pressed to amem ber of the Com-
mitteeon Presiding Of fi cers, “ Pleasedon’t
dothat to me. Don't sub mit my name”; and
it was done any way. | will deal with that
preacher later.

(Laughter)

But it hasbeenasig nal honor, and | want to
thank you, mem bersof the Gen eral Confer-
encedel egation, for being sospecia and so
dear. Thereis noth ing on this earth that we
cannotaccomplishasTheUnitedMethodist
Church if we ever set our mindsin the right
di rection; and we'redoing that. And let me
express to you my appreciation. Bishop
Thomas hasbeen abishop for 36 years. | was
there when he was elected on the cam pus of
Bethune-Cookman Col lege in 1964. | was
obvioudly a very, very, very, very young
preacher.

(Laughter)

Bishop Noah W. Moore was presiding
when the read ing of the bal lot took place.
He has been in the trenches a long time.
He's a hero, not just of mine, but of many
others gathered here and scattered across
the face of the earth. Bishop Richard
Looney has given tremendous leadership
for the church in Holston, and then as a
bishop of the church in the South Geor gia
Conference. Would you express to these
two giants of the church—pun in-
tended—Iet’'s say thank you to these two.
Would you do that?

(Applause)

BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you.
You may remain standing. Bishop Ray
Cham ber lain, the Holston Area. Yes, Mrs.
Massey? (Pause) All-rightie, if it's about
me, you can’t do it.

MARY AL ICEMASSEY:: (Florida) I'm
goingtodoitany way. (Laughter) Point of
persona privilege as head of the Florida
delegation. Many of youdo notreal izethat
Bishop Henderson hasbeen seri oudly ill in
thepast year. Wearegrateful to himfor his
lead er ship and for God for his blessing of
heal ing dur ing thistime. Thank you, Bishop
Henderson, we're proud of you.

(Sustained applause

BISHOP RAY W. CHAMBERLAIN
JR.: Our sending forthwill beinthree parts:
apeti tion, and then aquestion, and then a
man date. First, the peti tion. Let uswait, in
si lent prayer, remember ing God’ shurting
chil drenall overtheworld, especially those
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that have been men tioned here this morn-
ing. Let usbein prayer.

(Prayer)

BISHOPRAY W.CHAM BERLAIN JR:
And now for this question. And you may
answer, | hopeintheaf fir mative. Areyou
blessed? (Congregation responds “yes”)
Try it one more time. Are you blessed?
(Congregation responds louder, “yes”)
Then go in the name and spirit and the love
of JesusChrist, our Lord, toyour neighbors,
whoever andwher ever. Amen (Congrega
tionresponds, “ Amen.” )



