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(MorningSession)

BISHOP WALTER KLAIBER (Ger-
many Central Conference): Order of the
day. | canwel come them on be half of the
General Conference. It is the prelate, the
presiding bishop of theMeth od ist Church
in Ni geria, HiIsEmi nence Bishop Sunday
Mbang. The Bishop of the Methodist
Church in Cuba, Ricardo Perreida, and the
Genera Secretary of the United Church of
Christin thePhil ip pines, Bishop Elmer M.
Bolocon. Please greet them on be half of the
conference.

(Applause)

| trust here is a Bishop [Efrain] Y anapa
[Hunanca] from Boliviaisalso here. If heis
some wherein theroom, | can not see him.
Oh, greetingtoyou, yes, greet ing to you.

(Applause)

BISHOP KLAIBER: | have one an-
nouncement or acon cernfor our marshalls.
They have watched that some of you have
drinks on your ta bles and, of course, they
have knowl edge that the air in this room
may be may something a little bit dry,
which has nothing to do with the debate,
but, uh, they havethe concernthat if thelic
uid is spilled, the vot ing ma chines will no
lon ger work and not only your own vot ing
machine, but all the voting machines of
your ta bles. So they want you to be very
care ful and maybeit'spos s ble not to put
thedrinksonthetable, but near your feet, or
what ever it is. Soit's not just, not just to
giveyouwhat you need, but to protect these
voting machines, which are, of course,
very, very costly and we need themto work.
So we look at the or der of our day, at the
agenda. Y ou haveit on thefirst page of our
DailyChristianAdvocateof today. Y ousee
that we are al ready 15 min uteslate and we
have sev eral agenda items. Some of them
deal withour dif fer ent roots, dif ferent her i-
tages. Some of themwewill just cel ebrate,
someof themwewill strug gle how to beour
common her i tageor somewewill bemoved
tohavean act of repentanceorreconcil i &
tion this night. So, the first will be— Yes?
Oh. Theagendacommissionhassomething
to say to us, thank you.

MARY AL ICE MASSEY: Good morn-
ing, your agendaisfound onthefirst page of

your DCA thismorning. And I lift up only
that it is as printed, but please note at 8:30
the Act of Repentance for Reconciliation
will be an order of the day. | move the
agenda be ac cepted, Bishop Klaiber.

BISHOP KILABER: | think we can do
thisby liftingup our hands. Whoisinfavor
of this, please lift up your hands. Thank
you. Any op posed? No body. Thank you
very much. So now we come to the first
topic, United Brethren in Christ and Evan-
geli cal Associ ation200" Anni ver sary Cel
bration. Bishop Bashore.

EUB 200thAnni ver saryCel ebration

BISHOP GEORGE BASHORE (Pitts-
burgh Area): Aswebeginthiscel ebration
wewant to ex pressour ap preci ationtothe
United Methodist Publishing House for
pro ducing for thistime of festive cel ebra
tionavery beauti ful book, ahistori cal sam
pler of the Evangelica United Brethren
Church. Each of you hasre ceived acopy of
that book and wewant to ac knowl edgetheir
gener osity andkind nessinproducingthis.
The other thing that we need to know prior
tobegin ningisthat whenwecon cludeyou
will needto haveHymn No. 191, unlessyou
think you know it from mem ory. | have a
contingency here. It' sJe sus Loves Me, but
we'regoingtodoitin Ger man. (Laughter)
And you'll see why as we talk about our
heritageastheEvangel i cal UnitedBrethren
Church. If you can beready at the bot tom of
191, there is the sec tion there for Ger man.
Let me go through it, if you have that.

Je susliebt mich ganz gewiss,

Denn die Bi ble sagt mir dies,

Alle Kinder schwach und Ikein,

L&d't Er herzlich zu sich ein.

And then surely you can al join in with
the other, which is

Ja, Jesusliebt mich,

Ja, Jesusliebt mich,

Ja, Jesusliebt mich,

DieBi blesagt mir dies.

Now you all be ready when we ar rive at
that point. All right. To day we have avery
unique op por tu nity to noteand to mark the
foun dation in 1800 of the two bod ies that
united in 1946 to form the Evangelicd
United Brethren Church. The Evangelical
Church and the Church of the United
Brethren in Christ. The United Brethren
Churchtradi tionally cel ebratesitshirthon
Sep tem ber 25, 1800, with its first an nual

conference. The Evangelical Association
ob serves 1800 when Jacob Albright formed
his first three classes as its founding. Al-
thoughtheseeventsarequitedif fer ent, both
churchescel ebratedtheir GoldenJubi leein
1850 andtheir centenni alsin 1900 and then
in 1950 the Evangelical United Brethren
Churchobservedsharedsesqui centennials.
This morn ing, the year of our Lord 2000,
theUnited Methodist Churchatitsgenera
confer encemarksthebi centennial of these
pre cious parts of our com mon her i tage, as
westriveto com pre hend thetreasuresand
the tasks that they have left to us.

(Music-AmazingGrace)

NARRATOR: Our United Methodist
Church has DNA too. To gether we sharea
sort of spir i tual genetrans porter on which
the footprints of al our forbears can be
traced. Aswe pre pareto build upon thisher-
i tagewemust im plant those spirit-shaping
foot printsinour con sciousmemory so that
wedo not for get who we are and whose we
are. Letusrecall asometimesfor gottenand
little understood genetic imprint on our
UnitedMethodist DNA. Today weremem:
ber and cel ebratethefoundingeventsof our
Evangelical and our United Brethren for-
bearstwo centuriesago. Theyear was 1800,
the DNA isyours.

(music)

The ebb and flow of desperatepeoples
and mas sive mi grationsisthe stuff of hu-
man history. True to their promise, the
French had made a waste land of the Ger-
man provinces on their border after the
Thirty YearsWar. Desper atefromthiseth-
nic cleansing, Ger man ref ugesfound their
way to America. The poorest were rele
gated to stony high lands where they eked
out their meager liv ing, adiensinlan guage
and largely de prived of meansto ap pro pri-
ate and celebrate their rich physica and
spir i tua cul ture. Hav ing no churchesand
but few neigh bors, are sourceful nessborn
of desperatelongingandoccasional joyled
ourimmi grantstoanewreli giousinvention
called einegrosse Versammlung. This Ger-
man mother of the camp meet ing, thisgreat
or bigmeeting, provided preciousop por tu-
ni tiesfor these bereft Ger man ref u geesto
enjoy, atleast for afew hours, ana most for-
got ten bless ing; benefit of clergy, preach-
ing, prayer and religious instruction
wrappedinasocial occasionlonghungered
for.
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(music)

Whether we speak of a Wes ley in Eng-
land, an Asbury among English-Ameri cans
or of the Ger man-Amer i cansof aBoehm,
Albright or Otterbein, all our found ing for-
bears shared a mission to these European
exiles. LiketheHebrewsinBaby lon, these
ref u geeslost not only their place but also
their self, and even their God. Their pro-
foundlostnessreved sitself inthevi olence
of their ex peri ences of being found. Such
folk, our forbears, were often entirely
spoiledfortherichroutinesof conventional
Christianity. Thegreat sound of their sing-
ing was only ex ceeded by the thun der of
their shout ing. It ishard for usto grasp the
wretch ed ness of their lostnessand their ut-
ter amazement at being found. Just how,
whereasthey wereblind, now they can see.

(music-Amazing Grace)

Isaac Long’ s huge barn over flowed with
just such agreat meet ing that spring day in
rurd Pennsylvania. Pentecost, 1767.
Spesking was aslen der man, long of beard
but short of stat ure and clothed in the plain
garb of a Men no nite preacher. Hiswords
were of faith and assurance. His hearers
wereprofoundly moved. Inthecrowdwasa
hulk ingfel low, inthedistinctivedressof a
German Reformed clergyman. As the
speaker poured forth hismessage, joy over-
took thissturdy listener.

When the discourse ended, he pressed
through the crowd and gathering the
preacher in his strong arms, ju bi lantly ex-
claimed, “Wir sind bruder, We are broth-
ers!” Thus met the two men who would be
led, step by step, to found a church known
asthe United Brethren in Christ. Preaching
wasMar tin Boehm, Amer i canbornand se
lected by lot as a Mennonite pastor. The
cler gy manembracing Brother Mar tinwas
William Otterbein, born, trained and or -
dained in the fatherland he camein 1752 as
a missionary to clergy-hungry congrega
tions in America. Both pastors in recog
nized churches, they were never con tent to
con finetheir ministry to the churched but
shared amissionto the count less Ger mans
lostinthehinter lands.

Dur ing the de cades that fol lowed, these
spiritual brothersbecamethecoreforanec
umeni cal groupto pro vide Ger mansdesti-
tuteof spiri tual ad vantagewith gospel and
church. KnownastheUnitedMinistersthey
often recruited preachers with no church
credentialsandasaresult of their combined
efforts, many unchurched Germans were
awakened. Preachers without credentials
pluscon vertswith out churchesledtoacre
ation of anew church, whose bi cen ten nia

wecel ebratetoday. Af ter sev eral suchgath
erings,ameetingwascalledfor September
25, 1800, at the Kemp homeinrura Mary-
land. Thismeet ing be camethefirst an nual
con fer ence of anew church. A name was
takenand our twoembracing brotherswere
chosen as bishops by a still ecumenical
move ment. Thus, with no ap par ent in ten-
tion to do so, the Church of the United
Brethren in Christ was founded 200 years

ago.
(music)

Our story thus far is of a group begun
among ministersof var i ous churches. But
for our other bi centennial, wemustturntoa
sol i tary voicepreaching under adi vinevo-
cation and forced by dreadful sanctions.
Still, that wasnot how it began. Thepil grim
preacher, Jacob Albright, baptized and con
firmed a Lutheran, was a typica artisan
farmer. Fol low ing ser viceinarev olution
ary army hedesper ately searched for agra
cious God. Af ter yearsof strug gle, marked
by terrifying intimations of his lostness,
Albrightexperi encedpar doninggrace. This
in1791. Dur ingthenext fiveyearshefound
nurtureinaMethodistclass. Y ethissol i tary
strug gle contin ued. Since hisown con ver-
sion, Albright felt adeep com passionfor his
fel low Ger mansandtheir lost condi tion. At
first he prayed for them but in hispray ingit
came as a blinding light that his concern
wasnoacci dentbutwasaspecificcall ingto
share what he had re ceived. But what God
commanded was impossible. Utterly un-
qual i fied for such amission healso saw no
hopeof finding otherstoshareit. Washere
alyrequiredtotakeupanimpossi bletask?
Andentirely alone?

Drivenstep by bitter steptowardthismis
sion, at last, in Oc to ber of 1796, hisob jec
tionsfi nally bro ken, Jacob Albright set out
to of fer heal ing of spirit to theex iled Ger-
mansaround him. Thiswasthe cru cial mo-
ment of his life. Albright set out alone,
meeting cruel per secutionbut hisGer mans
responded and he found open doors and
friendly faces. Sotwo hundred yearsagoin
1800, hisfol low ersnow requir ing asort of
nur ture he had found with the Meth od ists,
Albright estab lished hisfirst three classes.
With thisact the cry of alonevoice be came
a tiny religious body. A fellowship first
identi fied as Albright’ s peo ple, then asthe
newly formed Methodist Conference, fi-
nally becoming the Evangelical Associa
tionandtheEvangel i cal Church.

(music)

These two movements, each in its own
way, sought out God's lost chil dren. Like
other Protestants, missions, publishingand

higher ed u cationshapedinsti tutional func
tionthrough acentury and ahalf, thechurch
of the United Brethren in Christ and the
Evangelical Church, vir tual twinsin their
origins, history, andsize, madetheirway in
America, not just German-America, and
beyond Americatotheworld. Thenin1946,
they found their way to gether asthe Evan-
gel i cal United Brethren Church. Glory to
God and building up the faithful was all
they ever intended. Goodness, not great-
ness, their goal. Meanwhilethehumbleam:
bitions of these sturdy folk bore rich
spiritual fruit in lives and communities.
Finally, in 1968 they cameto gether withthe
Methodist Churchtopur sueacommonmis
sionto thelost in Amer icaand through out
theworldinthe United Meth od ist Church.

(music)

Itisright toremem ber thecenturiesthat
have passed and celebrate the deeds and
mo tives of our fore bears. Still, we pon der
themeaning of all thisfor to day and to mor-
row. Our peo plesto day still driven from
their place and set adrift in a seemingly
shoreless sea, exiles, refugees, fugitives,
displaced per sons. Do westill have among
usroot |essfolk who, intheir bewil der ment
with change, are lost, having lost health,
place, and God? If such lost ones are still
among us, we know awretch ed nessthat re-
quiresatruly amazingvisi tationof grace.In
that case, we can yet make some use of the
heritage left to us by those hardy souls
whose mis sion took them to the back coun-
try Ger mans of the Amer i can Mid dle Col-
oniestwo centuriesago.

BISHOP GEORGE BASHORE:
(Prayer)

(Singing of “ Je sus Loves Me’
inGer man)

BISHOP WALTER KLAIBER: Thank
youvery muchfor thispresentation. | think
that in the Sixties when we came to the un-
ion of The United Meth od ist Church some
peo ple thought and oth ers feared that this
tradi tion of the EUB will bevanishedin 30
years. Thispresentationtold usthat that is
not the case. That thisisaliv ing her i tage
among us and that’s one of the good things
about our church that we caniin cludetradi-
tionswithout swal lowingthemup. Andl as
one of thosethat come from the EUB tradi-
tionI’mreally glad to know now our com-
mon Wesleyan roots, to havelearned about
them. So, you know the thing to honor our
her i tage does not mean to guard the ashes,
but to carry ontheem ber. | hopewe do this
asember of evangel i cal loveand zeal. (Ap-
plause) And | hope that in 30 years ago,
there will be no body who claims, “I come
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from this or this tradi tion.” They are still
thesegenesinour commonher i tage. Thank
you. Now wecometo our next presentation.
It'sthe Millard Fuller Ad dressand Rev er-
end James Perry from the Wel come Com-
mittee of the Genera Conference
Commissionwill introducethespeaker.

JAMESM. PERRY: Bishop Klaiber, sis-
ters and broth ers. Al most 20 years ago, |
was build ing aporch on my mother’ shome
and at that timemy youn ger sonwas5years
old and my mother asked him as grand par-
entsarewont todo of grand chil dren, “What
doyouwant to dowhenyou grow up?” Will
thought amo ment and he said, “Maybe I'll
beaminister and apart-timecar penter like
my Dad.” Well, that has not hap pened yet.
How ever, therearelotsof part-timecar pen
terswhofindful fill mentintheministry of
Habitat for Hu man ity. Some of them like
my self even wear badges of honor, such as
black ened nailsfrommiss-aimed hammers.
In 1967, Millard Fuller along with hiswife,
Linda, foundedHabi tatforHumanity. Ithas
since grown to exist now in over, in 67
countries, approximately 2600 locations.
They have built 90,000 homes for over
400,000 people. (Applause) | hadn't
planned to do this, but I’'m curi ous.How
many of you haveel ther per sonally par tici-
patedinHabi tat for Humanity or your cor
gre gations have been a part of that? Raise
your hands. Wonder ful. Wonder ful. TheAt-
lantaConstitution and the AtlantaJour nal
both named Millard Fuller one of the 20
mostinfluential Geor giansof the20" Cen-
tury. He is author of several books. The
most re cent of whichisenti tled More than
Houses It isavail able for pur chasein the
Cokesbury dis play down stairs and | hope
you will avail your selves of that op por tu-
nity. Without taking any more of Mr.
Fuller’ stime, | would liketo present toyou,
Millard Fuller, founder and president of
HabitatforHumanity International.

(Applause)
Millard Fuller Speech

MILLARD FULLER: Thank you very
much, Jim, and | can tell you even be fore
the hands were raised | knew | was among
friends. | feel at home among United Meth-
odistsand | am so hon ored to be here this
morning and to havethiswon der ful priv i-
lege of addressing you. The first word |
want to say this morningisanincredi ble
word of grat i tude. We did asur vey afew
years ago and found that among the de nom-
i nations—andHabi tat for Humanity issup-
ported by all denominations—from the
very beginningwehave seen our selvesasa
ser vant of the church—but wedid asur vey
andwefoundthat United Meth odistsstood

number one among those participatingin
Habi tatHumanity.

(Applause)

And right here in con nection with your
General Conference, the Cleveland Dis-
trict, Julius Trimble and Roger
Skelley-Watts and other leaders of the
Cleveland District are currently building
threehousesherein Cleveland and they had
built seven more before these three. And
youknow Habi tat for Humanity isingood
handsin Cleveland when aUnited Meth od-
istisin charge. Steve Fry isthe Ex ec utive
Di rector of Habi tat herein Cleveland and
doesanout standingjob. Infact, inthisbook
that was mentioned, More Than Houses,
thereisabig sectionin one of thechap ters
about creatingneighbor hoodsintheUnited
States about the wonderful work that has
been done here in Cleve land. And | asked
Steve yesterday as he was driving me in
fromtheair port. | said,“ TheClevelandDis
trictisbuilding threehousesnow andthisis,
withthesethreeandtheseven previ ousones
that will be ten houses that the District has
built in addition to individua churches
spon sor ing houses.” | said, “Whois ahead
of them, in terms of best sup port?” And he
said, “No body, they are num ber one.” So
it'sjust won der ful to be here among those
who have helped to make Hab i tat for Hu-
manity what itisto day.

| seemy good friend Di ane Nunnelee sit
ting over here from Mis souri. She was on
our staff at Habi tat for Humanity head quar-
ters in Americus, and she helped us start
Habi tat inthe Cape town area of South Af-
rica. Di ane, thank you and God bless you
and all that you do. Luther Millsapsishere.
Heis'Mr.Habi tatfor Humanity’ inMissis
sippi and he’ sput thisministry all over the
stateof Mississippi. And, Luther, weappre
ci ate you and all that you have done. From
thevery beginningUnitedMethodistshave
been apart of Hab i tat. Some of you know
Harry Haines who was head of United
Methodist Committee on Relief in the
1970's. He was very much a part of launch-
ingthisministry. Andthenin 1979 heasked
me if we werework ing in Latin Amer ica
and | said no and he ar ranged atour for me
to go through Latin Amer ica. And one of
theplacesthat | went towasGuatemalaand
| had the priv i lege of plant ing the seed for
Habi tatfor Humanity thereandthat tripwas
arranged by our own Harry Haines of
UMCOR. And | went there in 1979 and
planted that seed and I’ ve been back sev eral
timessince. Butin No vem ber of thisyear |
had thewon der ful privi legeof going back
to Guatemala, 20 yearslater. And in those
20 years, work has been launched in 140
different locations thoughout Guatemala.

And | was there to celebrate the 5,000"
house be ing built in that coun try and that
wassuch an ex citing thing.

(Applause)

| cantell you, it wasnot only ex citing for
mebutitwassoex citingfor thehomeowner
of that 5,000" housethat dur ing the ser vice
shefainted, and | thought tomy self, “We've
killed the homeowner.” But she revived,
shewasjust so over comewithemotion. But
that iswhat Hab i tat does. And | saidtothe
peopletherein Guatemala, “ | want tocome
back and dedicate your 10,000" house.”
They said to me, “We will see you in two
years.”

Itisincredi blewhatishap pening. Y our
own Norma Kehrberg who came after
Harry Haines, became the head of
UMCOR. She came on the international
board of Habi tat for Humanity, wenttoNe
pal, helped launch the work of Habitat in
Nepal. | wasthereinJanuary. Builtthefirst
houseinNepal 2yearsago, andfor thededi-
cationof that first house, 5,000 peo plecame
outtoseethat housededi cated. It wassucha
sym bol of hopeand now wearework ingin
threedif ferentcommunitiesinNepal. | was
there to dedicate the 111" house and the
king of the coun try re ceived me. Itisseen
by of fi cialsat that evel, assuchasymbol of
hopethat, that kind of rec og ni tionisgiven
to thiswork.

But all across this coun try—I know that
Tom and Barbara Mitchell are here from
Lakeland, Florida. They are very ac tivein
Habi tat. | could go on naming so many peo-
ple. Mel West served ontheHabi tat Inter-
national Board from Missouri and he and
thou sands upon thou sands upon thou sands
of othersin The United Meth od ists Church
havebeenfaithfullyworkinginHabi tat for
Hu man ity to make it what it is. Our own
First United Methodist Church in
Americus, Geor gia, whereHabi tat for Hu-
manity ishead quar tered, isfaithful, issup-
porting this ministry and building houses
therelo cally. | speak in United Meth od ist
Churchesall over theworld. | hadthepriv i-
lege of speak ing in the Kwanglim Church,
thelargest, | believe, Meth odist churchin
theworldin Seoul, Korea, andin July 1998,
the Highland Park United Methodist
Church. I'm speak ing at St. Luke's United
inIndi anapolisonSunday. Sol feel athome
among United Meth od ists and you are in-
credi bleintermsof what you havedonefor
this ministry. From day one when Hab i tat
wasstarted at asmall Christian commu nity
near Americus, Georgia, a place called
KoinoniaFarm, we have seenthiswork, as|
said ear lier, asaser vant of thechurch. The
need for housing, the need for shel terisso
enor mousthat it can not be done by one de-
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nomi nation. It’ stoobigandit’ soneof those
thingsthat the church ought to get to gether
anddoittogether. Itwasinter estingyester-
day whenwecel ebrated thosethreehouses
that arebeing built herein Cleveland by the
Cleveland District. Immedi ately af ter that
ser vicewe went down the street acou ple of
blocks and we ded i cated a house that was
jointly built by the Presbyterians and the
Episcopalians. Right nexttothat housewas
onebeingbuiltby theWomen’ sMissionary
Union of the Southern Baptist Church. |
mean Habi tat hasaway of bringing people
to gether who nor mally don't get to gether.
It'swhat we call the the ol ogy of the ham-
mer.

Y ou know Jimmy Carter is our most fa-
mousvol unteer and hegoesout ev ery year
and buildsHabi tat houses. And acou pleof
years ago we were in Pikeville, Ken tucky,
build ing houses and | walked in the room
and therewas Jimmy Carter putt ing up dry-
wall. And about four feet from him, nail ing
on the same wall, in the same room, in the
same house was Newt Gingrich and |
thought to my self, that is the outer lim its
maybe of thethe ol ogy of theham mer.

(Applause)

Speaking of thetheol ogy of thehammer, |
was telling the folks with whom | had
break fast thismorning, Mollie Stew art, my
wonder ful fel low Al abamianand JimPerry
and oth ers who were there—I was tell ing
them about thefirstreally big Jimmy Carter
pro ject that we did wasin Char lotte, North
Carolina. And we got 86 churchesto co op-
erate on building 14 houses in a week.
Eighty-six churches in that city had never
cooper atedonany thing. Andthey cameout
and they worked to gether and we thought it
would beaneat ideato find themost lib eral
preacher in town and put him on the same
housewith themost con ser vative preacher.
And we did that, they didn't know each
other, they didn’tlikeeach other by reputa
tion. But af ter the end of the week, af ter
they’ ve worked to gether build ing a house
all week to gether, they werebigfriendsand
it wasan em bar rass ment to both of them.

(Applause-Laughter)

But that iswhat Hab i tat does. We bring
peopletogether. Ev ery year wehave Build-
ing on Faith Week. That is aweek in Sep-
tem ber, it’ stheweek that leads up to the 3"
Sunday of Septem ber. Andlast Septem ber
inSelma, Al abama, aplaceknownfor racial
division, we had 46 churches, black and
white, work ingtogether, buildingtogether,
and they put up 20 housesfor 20fami liesin
needin Selma, Al abama.

(Applause)

Weall know about thetragic di vi sionin
Northernlreland.Habi tatforHumanity has
theProt estantsand the Catholicsbuilding
houses together. The director is a
Protestant, thebuildingsuperintendentisa
former member of the IRA and we are
build ing housesto gether in the name of Je
sus to bring about reconciliation in that
coun try. We have not only Cath o lics and
Prot estants and black and white and wein-
vitepeopleof what ever per suasiontocome
out and help ushbuild. We have an open door
inHabi tat Hu man ity. We are openly and
un asham edly aChristianministry, but we
wel comewho ever wantsto comeout andto
beapart of it. An other chap ter inthat book,
More Than Houses tells about the won der-
ful storiesof peo plewho havefound Je sus
on Hab i tat work sitesand in other waysin
participating in this ministry. So we pro-
claimthe gos pel, Mat thew 28 saysthat we
should pro claim the gos pel. Oneway to do
itisinchurchservices. Another way todoit
isat churchconfer ences. Butanotherway to
doitisto beside by sidewith aper sonwho
does not yet know Jesus Christ and nail
nails with that person, drive nails, saw
boards, and| et themunder standwhat Chris
tian loveisall about.

(Applause)

Many of you know, | will be going to
Sonoma, CaliforniainAugusttopartici pate
inJubi lee2000. | wasin Humbol dt County,
Califor niaabout 4yearsagofortheJubi lee
Conference that brings together all the
United Methodist Churches from Nevada
andNorthernCal i for nia. Andtherewebuilt
a house with a fam ily who had not been a
part of the church and many of you know
that story. We were shar ing again at break-
fast this morn ing. But the home owner of
that particularfamily wassotouchedby this
out pour ing of lovetoward her. Shesaid, “Is
thiswhat it meansto be aChristian, to love
strang ers? You did n't even know me. I'm
not evenafel low Christian, but hereyouare
out herework ing for meand my two boysso
we can move out of agarage and moveinto
adecent placeinwhichtolive. Isthat what
it meansto be aChristian?| want to be that
kind of per son. Could | join the church?
Could | beaChristian? Could | bethat kind
of per son? Could my boys be those kind of
per sons?’ And that is the kind of wit ness
that we make when we go out into the high-
ways and the by ways and the lumsin our
citiesandinour rural ar easand build houses
inthe name of Jesus. That’ swhat thismin-
istry isall about.

Weareareconcil ingministry,reconcit
ing peopletooneanother, reconcil ing peo-
pleto God, helping to bring about aclosing
of the gap between therich and the poor. We

know inthiscountry to day that wehaveur-
precedented prosperity. Butsomany people
arebeingleft out, eveninthiscountry. And
in other countries, especialy theso-caled
devel opingworld, thegapisgrowingeven
wider. | have heard Jimmy Carter say on nu-
merous occasions that in his opinion the
greatestdiscriminationintheworldtodayis
the discriminationof the rich against the
poor. And it’'s not that the rich wake up in
themorn ing and say | will go out and beat
upafew poor peopletoday. It’ sthediscrim-
i nationof notcaring. It’ sthediscrimi nation
of buildingwalls, of sep arating our selves
from those who arelessfor tu nate. And the
gospe of Jesusas| read it, sayswe should
not be building walls but we should be
building bridges. We should be going over
to our neigh bors, we should bego ing out to
our neigh borsand say ing, “Weloveyou so
much, that we are go ing to do what we can
to be a part of help ing you come into the
full ness, of the abun dance of Christ.” And
that is what we seek to do in thiswork.

I amfrom Al abama, now livein Geor gia
Those of us who have the good for tune of
livingdowninthat part of thecountry know
that’ swhere God lives. HevisitsCleveland
occasionally,but

(Laughter-Applause)

weknow that that’ swhere God lives. And
wereally areintoreli gioninthe South. We
know the first and great com mand ment of
Jesus, and that's this: Thou shalt go to
church. And thesec ondislike untoit: Thou
shalt get oth ersto go to church. And if you
want to beatotally devoted disci ple of Je-
sus, work onyour ministerial toneandlearn
how to say “ Gaawd” and “ Je eeesus.”

(Applause)

Andif you candothat, thenev ery body is
just so happy with you. You don't have to
go help any poor peo pleto do any thing, just
goto church. Now, now, the Bi bledoessay,
“Do not forsake the assembling of your-
selvestogether.” But that’ sthebeginning of
thereli giousex pression. Y ou'vegot to go
out, “Let your light so shine,” God's word
says, “that oth erswill see your good works
and glo rify our Father who isin heaven.”
And build ing a house for aneedy famiily,
buildingahousewithaneedy family, using
theBi blefi nanceplaniswhat it’sall about.
Inviting peo pletobepartici pantswith us.
To come and to say to them, “| care about
you.”

| want—the bishop of Pittsburgh, awhile
ago, talked about know ing peo pl€’ snames.
We need to go to the other side of town and
know the names of our neigh bors. So much
of religion, especially Southern religion
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where | come from, iswhat | call “ge neric
religion.” That is about loving generic
neighborsand, you know, if youdon’t know
your neighbor’s name, you don’t know
what your neighbor needs and you don't
need to do anything. Just squint up your
eyes and, “God would you take care of
that?’

(Laughter)

But what we need to do is to learn our
neigh bors' names and where they live and
what their needs are. And if we are able to
deal with those needs to get busy and to do
some thing about it. And an other thing we
believeinHabi tat for Humanity isthat God
isahun dred-per cent God. That’swhy we
have the goal in Habitat for Humanity of
eliminating poverty housing. The Bible
says, “With God all thingsare possi ble.” It
doesn’t say it’ seasy, but it says, “With God
all things are possi ble.” And downin our
county, Sumter County, Geor gia, oneof the
poorest counties in Georgia, you know
what’s go ing to hap pen this year? Some-
thinghistoric’ sgoingtohappenthisyear.In
September, our annual Building on Faith
Week, I'm go ing with my wife, Linda, and
Jmmy Carter, Jack Kemp, who' sabig sup-
port of Habitat on our board of directors.
We'regoingtoNew York toHar lemto 233
West 134" Street, and we' rego ing to build
the 100,000" house. The 100,000" familyis
goingtomoveinthehouse, which meansat
that point we have housed half a million
people.

We'regoingtobetherethefirst two days,
Sep tem ber 11 and 12, of that week. Then
we'regoingtoJack sonville, Florida, where
sev eral thousand peoplearebuildingahun
dred houses. We'rego ing to fin ish a hun-
dred houses that week in Jack son ville. On
Wednesday we'll be there. Then we're
com ing to Sumter County, Geor gia, where
several thousand people are building
thirty-five houses in a week, one of which
ends pov erty housing in our county.

(Applause)

We've eliminated al of our slums and
torndownthebad housesor renovated them
sothat all of our fami lieshavebeeninvited
in. All of our fami lieshavebeeninvitedin
to have at least a sim ple, de cent placein
which to live. But, you know, how do you
do that? That's giving birth to what we call
the Twenty-first Century Chal lenge, which
asks other communities by what
date-whether you live in Paducah, Ken-
tucky, or whether you live in Rochester,
New Y ork, or Cleve land, Ohio, or whether
you live in Boston, Massachusetts, or
whether you live in Jackson, Misss

sippi—by what date are you going to end
pov erty housing in your town and in your
county? And the Twenty-first Century
Chal lengeisaskingadate, askingthat ques
tion. And wenow havemorethanahundred
com mu nhi tiesthat have comeinto that pro-
gram, and six of them have set a date, and
othersareinprocess. It'sanex citing cha-
lenge.

But | want to con clude my re marks this
morning with astory, and thisstory I’'m go-
ingtotell you holdsthekey. It containsthe
secretfor howyoudoit. It’ sastory fromthe
Philippines. | told you earlier that Jimmy
Carter goesout ev ery year and buildsHab i
tat houses. In June of 1998, we went to
Houston, Texas, and built ahun dred houses
infivedays. Asl wasrecruitingvol unteers
forthat event trav el ingall over thecountry,
| told peo ple, “Come to Hous ton. Help us
build a hun dred houses in a week in June.
It'll be a religious experi ence. Becauseif
you'll dothat, you’ll never con sider going
to hell.”

(Laughter)

And the peo ple came and the cool est day
was a hundred degrees, and people went
home much morerighteous.

(Laughter)

But last year in March we went to the
Phil ip pines. Wehad four teen thou sand vot
un teersin the Phil ip pinesfrom thirty-two
coun tries, and we built 293 housesin five
days. Itwasanamazingmir acleof God. We
builtin six o cations. One of the placeswe
built was Madagundan, just south of Ma-
nila. If you know your World War Il his-
tory, that's where the Death March started
in World War Il. That's where Jimmy
Carter worked. We built a hundred and
thirty housesinthat lo cation.

The par tic u lar house that Jimmy Carter
worked on was the house for the Salasfam
ily. Leonista Salas, her hus band, their chil-
dren, and onelit tle grand daugh ter named
Sun shine. Thisfamily, by theworld’ sstan-
dards, wasavery unimpor tantfamily. They
lived ontheback side of ano-nameslumina
mud and stick house. They were cho sen to
have the house built by former President
Jmmy Carter. Probably intheir wholelives
they’ d had their pic turetaken maybetwo or
three or four times, and now they wereinthe
glareof al of thispublicity.

Not only was Jimmy andRosalynn Carter
out there, former Philippine President
Corazon Aquino was there, other former
presidents were there. The current presi-
dent, Jo seph Estrada, cameinwith hisheli
copters, and helanded and hecameover and
laid afew blocks. Six mem bers of the Phil-

ip pinesenatewerethere. Practi cally ev ery
CEOinthecountry wastherelay ingblocks.

A small house, 350 square feet. A very
mod est, sim plehouse. But aswea waysdo
at theend of theweek, wehad aded i cation
ser vice. Wehad speeches, wehad songs, we
had prayersof dedi cation. Keysweregiven
out to the family. A Bi blewaspre sented.
And then Leonista, the mother of that fam-
ily, had been cho sen to be the speaker, and
she stood up, and here’ swhat she said. She
said, “All week | have been thinking that
thisisadream. That it'snot really true that
al these famous peo ple are out here build-
ing ahouse for us and with us. And | keep
think ing I’'m going to wakeup.”

But then she said, “| put my hand out and
thehouseisactually there. | canfedl it; | can
touch it. We're go ing to have agood place
tolive. Andwe' Il al waysbethank ful toyou,
andwe'll a waysbethank ful to God for this
hap peningin our lives.” But then she said
this: “The thing that is go ing to mean the
most to usisthat on Mon day, when it was
blazing hot and therewasno shade, | looked
over at Presi dent Carterinthelatemorning,
and | saw that he was wringing wet with
sweat. There was no dry thread on him, and
he was mix ing up more mor tar to lay more
blocks. And | noticed that his sweat was
drip ping into our mor tar. So know ing that
hissweat isin our houseiswhat’sgoingto
mean themost to usfor therest of our lives.”

Friends, that’ sthesecret. If wearewill ing
to put our sweat—our physical swesat, our
emotional sweat, ourintel lectual sweat, our
psy chologi cal sweat—intoGod' swork, then
themir acleoc curs. Andisthat ask ing too
much? Did not Jesus give not only his
swest, but his blood for us that we might
have an abun dant life on this earth and life
eter nal inheaven?

(Applause)

Let us put our swest into our work, and
Godwill mul ti ply it beyond our wild est ex-
pec tations. Thank you and God blessyou.

(Ap plausefor Millard Fuller)

BISHOPKLAIBER: Thank you so much
for thisin spir ing speech. The only thing |
thought thetranslator will havea hardtime
to trans late this speech, but thank you for
the speech and not only for the speech, but
for the work which is be hind your words.
Y oureally work for poor people. Thank you
somuchfor sharingall thesestorieswith us.
| hear that there is an approved offering
its....

JM PERRY': | wanted to say to you that
before you sat down you should put your
handinyour pocket. Wewant togiveev ery-
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one an opportunity to participate in this
ministry in an other very tan gi bleway by
par tici pat ingintheof feringwhichweare
preparedtoreceiveat thistimefor thework
of Habi tat for Humanity. One-half of theof-
fer ing that isre ceived will go for the work
of Habi tatfor Humanity Inter national. The
other half will remain hereintheCleveland
District for the work of Habitat here in
Cleveland. Sol pray that youwill begen er-
ous in your contributions today that this
ministry might continue to flourish both
with our giftsand withthe giftsthat wehave
asindividualstobeabletowork for Habi tat.
| would liketo, whilethe of feringisbeing
taken, of fer aprayer of dedi cationfor theof-
fering, Bishop.
BISHOP: You'rewel come.

TERRY': O gracious God, we thank you
for thework of Habi tat that has been talked
about here today and for the vision of
Millard Fuller and and hiswife, Linda, and
thelit er aly thou sands upon thou sands of
indi viduaswhohavedemonstratedthat it
is, in deed, more blessed to give than to re-
celve. We pray not only for the work of
Habitat, but we pray that truly we might
havewithinusthevi sionwhich compelsus
to move for wardtoelimi nateall pov erty
housingthrough out our land and aroundthe
world. We pray this in the name of Je sus,
the Christ, Amen.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Amen. We need a
littlebit oftimeto col lect hisof fering. Let
me tell you that it happened that the first
timel heardfromHabi tat for Humanity, it
wasin Burundi. Therel heard of your work.
| feel that houses which | saw then are de-
stroyed now, but | amreally convinced you
will buildthem up again, if itisat al possi-
ble. Thank you, again, for all thiswork. |
see a per son that wants to be rec og nized.
Mic #2.

NANCY DENARDO: Yes, Bishop,
Nancy Denardo, Western Pennsylvania
Could weknow who to make acheck out to,
please, for thesedif fer ent of ferings?

BISHOP KLAIBER: Please, re peat your
question.

DENARDO: Could we be told who to
make acheck out to for these of fer ings?

BISHOP KLAIBER: Okay. Who can do
this, totell the peo ple?

JM PERRY:: | believe you can makethe
check pay abletotheGeneral Council onFi-
nance and Administration because this
money will be de posited and then sentin
twodif fer ent checks. Soif you makeit pay-
ableto GCFA, marked Habi tat for Human
ity it will be used in that way.

BISHOPKLAIBER: All right, | think we
have to finish this business. Thank you,

again, for beingwith usandtell ing thestory
and | would call usto our next topic, “The
Native American Comprehensive Plan.”
The people may be ready to present this
topic while the of fer ingisstill being col-
lected. Y oumay al ready beinyour places.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes, | think we
should go ahead. Yes. Now the next topic,
theNativeAmeri canComprehensivePlan,
will bein tro duced to us. Thank you very
much.

NativeAmerican
ComprehensivePlanintroduced

ANN SAUNKEAH (Oklahoma Indian
Mission ary): Good morn ing. My nameis
Ann Saunkeah. Good morning hbishop,
mem bers of the Coun cil of Bishops, del e
gates, of fi cidls, visi tors, friendsand fam i
liesin The United Meth od ist Church. On
behalf of theNativeAmeri canComprehen
sive Plan, | would like to thank you for this
time. TheNativeAmeri canComprehensive
Planisaninter agency structurethat wasaf-
firmed by Gen eral Confer encein1992 and
in 1996. The interagency structure has
proven to be the most effective means of
ministrytonativepeoplewhileal lowingthe
fac etsof the churchtopar tici pateinfi nan-
cia ac count abil ity. Atitsan nual meeting,
theNativeAmeri canComprehensivePlan
task forceover whelmingly reaf firmedthe
present structure as an interagency task
force. The pres ent make up of the 16-mem:
bertask forceincludes12NativeAmerican
United Methodists. | wouldliketothank the
church for its support and would like to
share with you how you accomplish,
through grass roots com mu ni ties, the Na:
tive American Comprehensive Plan.
Through this video we are about to see, and
the re port found on pages 837 of the DCA
and 895, you will seetheim pact the plan has
had onthelivesof Native Ameri can United
Methodists.

{Video shown ontheNative Amer i can
ComprehensivePlan}

Intothenext quadren nium, wehavemany
ar easthat wewant tofo cuson. Among them
aretheyouth and young adults, creating and
devel opingnew |leaders, nurturingthepres
ent oneswe have, work ing with our el ders
asresourcepeople. Oneof thear easwea so
want to touch on is sal ary among Native
Americanpastors.

(NativeAmer i canVideo Continues)

(Applause)

ANN SAUNKEAH: Again, thank you for
your time, and thank you for your sup port,
and thank you for your prayers.

(Applause)

BISHOP WALTER KLAIBER: Ann
Saunkeah, thank you very much for this
presentation, for remindingusonthispart
of our common heritage. When | went
through the agendathismorning, | thought
there was a cer tain tragedy in it, be cause
these Ger mans which form the EUB came
from Ger many asvery poor people, because
the land could not carry them—wasn't
enough space, not enough labor—and they
thought it's an empty land where we can
live. And they did not know, they did not
want to know, that the land which they have
here was taken away from other people,
which al ready are here. So, that’ s the trag-
edy of our story, our history, and ahopethat
we will experience that this church can
carry usall and giveusaliv ing spacefor us
al—moral spiri tual ity, that we have afu-
turetogether. Thank youfor your work, and
thank you for al you aredoing.

(Applause)

Our next topic will be the first re port of
GCOM, Generad Council of Ministries. |
wouldinvitethepeople. .. Bishop Woody
Hearnwill introduce.

Report of the GCOM

BISHOP WOODY HEARN: There are
six of uswho are mem bers of the Gen eral
Coun cil on Ministriesthat will bring this
firstreporttoyou, andwearepriv i leged to
comebeforeyou, thedel egatesof the Gen
eral Con fer ence of 2000 to re port on the
good work, the good news of what God is
doingacrossour United Meth odist con nec-
tion. The United Methodist Church is a
great church; wehaveapow er ful tradi tion,
an incredible presence around the world,
andunder Godanunlimitedfuture. Eachof
us in this room has a story to tell about the
good news. TheGeneral Council onMinis
tries has glimpsed God's movement in
many ways dur ing thisquadren nium, and
youand | know that no onecancom prehend
what theUnited M ethodist peoplearedoing
inmissionand ministry intheworld. Wher-
ever historiceventsoccurthat af fect people,
and wher ever there is some need, you can
ex pect UnitedMethodist peopletobethere.
Wehavemany reasonsto cel ebrate.

WIL LIAM HATCHER (SouthGeor gia):
L et meremindyouthat the General Council
onMinistriesworksfor our denomi nation
between General Confer encesandreports
directly to you. Since 1972, the General
Council onMinistrieshasplayed anessen
tial roleinthelifeof thischurch—arolethat
wasorigi nally derivedfromsimi lar agen
cies in the former Evangelica United
Brethren and Meth od ist churches. Asyou
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know, thework of GCOM istofacil i tatethe
church’sprogramlife, through en cour age-
ment, co or di nation, and sup port of thegen
eral agen ciesasthey serveon be haf of the
denomination. The council’ sresponsi bil
tiesand knowl edge hasal waysbeentheap-
propri ateplacefor col laborationacrossthe
church—in annual conferences, central
conferences, and local congregations—to
ex plorethe missional di rec tion for the de-
nomi nation, tostay opento God’ spreferred
future.

In 1996, General Conference delegates
approved legidation that allowed for
change. This interactive organizational
model came from GCOM'’s four-year
connectional issuesstudy. | per sonally par-
tici pated in that study, along with many of
you. We lis tened to each other across the
denomination. We shared our dreams for
our lifetogether ascol laborative, noncom
petitive, holy work. Theactionin 1996 reaf-
firmed our historical concepts of holy
conferencing. That action has resulted in
new en ergy, Smpler structures, and greater
emphasis on relationships, in both local
churchesand annual confer ences.

DR. CAROLYN JOHNSON: What is
thisreal ity of our new context?Lo cal con
gregations,annual conferences,andgeneral
church agencies are al finding that this
need to change, and theabil ity to change, is
essential tothefuture. ThisGeneral Confer
enceisheld at the be gin ning of anew mil-
len nium, anew century, and anew de cade.
There will be no other time quite like this
time. Let us clam the promise of Isaiah
43:19: “1 am about to do anew thing; now it
springs forth, do you not per ceiveit?’

Asweall glimpse this new thing, we be-
come aware of the strug gle. Each of usis
well aware of the dramatic changesin our
places of ministry in the past decade.
There's change, there's response, the
church changes, the church re sponds. Our
cir cum stancesand our great desireto be of
use to God demands new faithfulness.
Swiftly the world has gone from a print cul-
tureto avi sual cul ture, from snail mail to
e-mail. New tech nol ogy has a lowed new
waysof commu ni cationthat makesglobal
relationships more possible. From struc-
tures of hierarchy to team, flattened de-
signs, work is being done in new ways.
Deci sion-mak ing power has been distrib-
uted and decentralized. Relationships are
devel oped andval ued over rulesand struc-
tures. We've gone fromthe sin gu lar ity of
right-an swer sci enceto the com plex ity of
chaos, quan tum leaps, and there a ity of a
mul ti plicity of possi bil i ties. AsChristians,
we re mem ber that to changeisto enter the
bibli cal story. Thisbreak ing-inwith anew
ori entationtothefutureisasan cient asthe

spiritual journey recorded throughout the
bibli cal story and the history of thechurch.
Each transition in Isragl’ shistory reflects
the struggle that results from change, as
doesthejour ney of Jesus—fromwil der ness
toCal varytoresurrection.

Asachurch, we have re sponded with our
own transformations. We have become
more faith ful to the an cient disci plines of
prayer, wor ship, andwaitingupontheL ord.
There hasbeen are claiming of thewon der
and awe. Weseenew emphasison lay mir-
istries; new op por tu ni tiesfor each of usto
have hands-on mission experiences; ex-
panded use of electronic media, and new
forms of worship; and intentional dialog
acrosstheis sues that would tend to di vide
us. Together, we have increased funds
avail ablefor missionand ministry through
World Service and other funding sources.
In each of the past six years, we have seen
an increase in attendance at worship in
United Meth odist churches, with17 annual
conferences also reporting significant in-
creasesin mem ber ship. Cer tainly, thisisa
causefor cel ebration.

(Applause)

But you know, Confer ence2000, we're
on a wild ride of change in our desireto
makedisci plesfor JesusChrist. Andaswe
glimpsethefutureweknow that our need to
changewill continue.

GCOM SponsoredConsul tations

ROB ERT HOSHIBATA: The com mit-
ment that theGeneral Council onMinistries
hasmadeto thismorecol lab orative, inter-
active, consensus- buildingstyleof relating
makesitimpossi bletodobusi nessasusual .
Meetingsarean op por tu nity, believeit or
not, for holy conferencing. The Genera
Council on Ministries has spent the time
necessary todiscernthespirit of God, asto-
gether we make decisions for our future.
And aswework we areawor shiping com
munity. Weex ploreour Bibli cal story. We
rehearse our Wesleyan tradi tion, asthese
two componentsareessential todi recting
themissionandtheministry of our denom#
nation. We pay closeat tentionto our envi-
ron ment, our need to give spaceto the Holy
Spirit and to the soul work of caring for each
other. We gather the pieces of our shared
story from across the church to af firm the
whole nessthat can be made from the parts.
What ismore, the Gen eral Council on Min-
istriesful filled our assigned tasksin anew
styleof opennessand col laboration. Forthe
first time in de cades, lead ers from across
the church werein vited to dream about our
futureto gether, God' spreferred futurefor
us. Jointdiscussionandjointdeci sionmak-

ing assures shared ownership and mutual

cooperation. The General Council and

Ministriesspon sored two church-widecon

sul tationsinvolving morethan 200 per sons
from congregations, from conferences,

from caucuses and from agencies. And

many of those who participated in those
consul tationsareheretoday. Wegathered

themtosharestoriesof ministry. Prophetic
voiceschal lenged thisgath ered congrega

tionand peri odsof prayer and discernment

resulted in aclearer, com mon vi sionfor a
sharedfuture. Our meetingsareheldinvar-

i ouslocationswithinthejurisdictionsand

asowithinthecentral confer ences. Thisa-

lowedforinteractionwiththeministriesin

each context. Inaddi tion, voicesfromthe
central conferences helped us define our

workwithgreater sensi tivity totheissuesin

our church as it seeks to be the global

church. The1.3mil lion United Meth od ist
laypersons and 6,000 or dained clergy and

local pastorswholivein Af rica, in Europe
and in the Phil ip pines con tinue to have a
pow er ful influenceonthose of uswholive
in the United States.

MARY SILVA: During these experi
ences the General Council on Ministries
learned that changeishard work. Reaching
concensus for decision mak ing in alarge
body istimeconsuming. Elimi nating the
usua distinctions between groupscreates
new anx i etiesaswell asnew possi bil i ties.
Qur suspicions and well-formed habits
hang around in the midst of the new. The
Genera Council onMinistriesalsofound
that all acrossthechurchinlocal congrega
tions, inannual confer encesand at thegen
eral church, our desireto makedisci plesof
JesusChristisclarifyingour sharedvi sion.
Asadenomi nation, wearecontinuingtore
hearseour essential Bibli cal char acter aswe
cel ebrateour missionstory. Thiscol labora
tive pro cess hasless ened the dis tance be-
tween men and women, young and older,
lay and clergy. Anddeal ingwithour ethnic
andracial dif fer enceshastakenonnew pos
si bil i ties. When peo ple gather at the com-
montableto pray and discernand di alogue
andmakedeci sionstogether, communi ties
of mission and new opportunities are
formed with new clar ity. When the church
starts with mission and ministry, dreams
and af ter that asksquestionsabout funding
and structure, new energy with limitless
possibilities is obvious. Annual confer-
encesand lo cal churches have also beenin-
volved in this learning. Nearly every
annual confer encehasex er cised new free
domdur ing the past four years. Peo plerep-
resenting ministries and mission and
fi nanceshavecometo gether to planfor the
future. Letushear just afew of many ex am-
plesof whatishap peninginannual confer-
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ences including your own. The Desert
Southwest Annual Conference has
re-envisioned its future to anticipate the
starting of 200 new congregations. The
Bal ti more-WashingtonAnnual Conference
ismore em pow ered to bein volvedin new
and innovativeministriestothedeaf, the
busi nessworld andthevery poor. TheKen
tucky Annual Confer encehasanew struc-
ture that assures intentional leadership
devel opmentand eval uation at thean nual
confer encelevel. TheMinnesotaAn nual
Con fer ence hasmoved into ateam of stew-
ardstoleadtheministriesthat connectlocal
congregations. TheCentral TexasAnnual
Conference has a new model for mission
and ministry and has developed an in-
creased em phasison youth and mission.
This year 2,400 youth will participate as
vol unteersinmissionprojects. AstheGen
eral Council on Ministries related to the
programsand ministriesof over 20 an nual
confer encesandtoannual confer encelead
ership we glimpse the movement of God
throughout.

BISHOP WOODROW HEARN: Taco
Bell hasanadvertisementfeaturingtheirlit
tle Chihuahua dog. He has heard that
there's a lizard in town and he wants to
catch it, so he gets a box and he takes it
downto astreet cor ner. Hegetsastick and
props up one side of that box and puts a
string on the stick, goes around the cor ner
and then he says, “Here, Lizzie, Lizzie,
Lizzie,” and waits for the liz ard to come.
He'sbaited it with ataco. It'san ap pro pri-
atebait andthelizard responds. But soonas
the liz ard co mes the ground shakes and a
big shadow fallsacrossthe cor ner. Thelit-
tleliz ard that the Chi hua hua dog had ex-
pected is Godzilla. And he says in his
ani mated voice, “I think I’'m gonnaneed a
big ger box.”

(Laughter)

Our ex peri enceintheGeneral Council on
Ministriesduringthisquadrenniumissuch
that we can say that our United Meth od ist
Church isachurch of abig ger box. There
aretwo streamsthat cause usto cometo this
conclusion. Thefirst streamisthat wehave
ex peri enced anew way of doingthings. At
the beginning of the quadrennium four
yearsago, wedecided that wewanted to use
a different operational style. One that
wouldinvolvecooper ationwithall of our
agencies, collaboration in our style, and
also the opportunity to use an interactive
process. Andsoasal ready been described,
weinvitedontwooccasionsrepresentatives
from our church re spon si blefor pro gram-
ming to come to two consultations. The
first one was in Pittsburgh in 1997. The
themeof that consul tationwasEx ploringan

EmergingCommonVisionfor Missionand
Min istry of the Church. The sec ond one
was in New Or leans in 1998, Making All
ThingsNew. Thesecon sul tationsfo cused
basically on this idea: Let us search and
share our vision to answer the question,
“What isGod call ingtheUnited Meth odist
Church to be in the 21° Century, enlight
ened by Biblica and theologica under-
standing and in the background of the
redlities of the world in which God has
placedustoday?’ Aswehadthepresi dents
and the genera secretaries, of Global
Ministries, Higher Education, Church and
Soci ety, Discipleship,also GCFA, thecom
missions and caucus people, representa
tives of annual conference together in
dialogue, to share their discernment and
their vi sion around acom mon table, there
be gan to emerge and pow er ful spirit of co-
operation, accountability and a dream of
God' spreferred future. Theval uesof this
canbesummarizedinthisway: Thebestfor
ustodo our task isto col lab orateand have
aninter activestylewithall of thepartiesata
commontable. Withall theplay ersinthe
roomtogether cooper ationand mutual sup
port be ginsto de velop, so that one agency
says to an other agency as they share their
dream, “Wecan helpwiththat,” or “Wecan
contrib utethistothat,” and soaspirit of co-
operationispresent. But mostimpor tant of
all, asthevi sionfrom many uniqueper spec
tivesinour UnitedMethodist Churchbegin
to emerge and are shared together, these
dreams form a symphony and when the
notes of that sym phony are har mo nized to-
gether there isamighty sound about God's
preferred future. Andthat soundisso great
that you need abig ger box in or der to hold
it.
Soriesof UM World Mission

Thesecond streamwhichwehaveex pert
enced inthe GCOM thisquadrenniumisto
witness the massivemissionand ministry
whichUnitedMethodist’ sunder takeonbe
half of peo pleonaglobal scale. Youneeda
big ger box to hold what the United M eth od-
ist Church does. I've had persondly the
unique opportunity to see our church a
work. All the way from the small church
that | served when | be gan to huge global
gatherings of Christian people. Been in
over 80 coun tries over my half cen tury of
ministry. This has convinced me of one
fact. And hear this carefully: | have be-
come con vinced that there is no one mind
that can comprehend all that the United
Methodist Church doesinmissionand min
istry inthename of Je sus Christ around the
world.

I’mex cited about tell ingthestory of what
GodisusingUnitedMethodist peopletodo

intheworld. Oneday | wason aboat off the
coast of Maine with my six-year-old grand-
son. A whalesur faced nearby, rolled overin
the water, and then, when it made its dive,
you could see this huge part of God's cre-
ation from head to tail. And | turned to the
lit tle boy and | said, “What do you think
about that?” He said, “Oh, Granddaddy,
that was awesome.” What The United
Meth od ist Church doesin its mission and
ministry indif fer ent placesof theworldis
truly awesome.

We' vehad theop por tu nity thisquadren
nium, in GCOM, to seeitinoper ation. We
had thefif ti ethanni ver sary of thecel ebra
tion of The Advance for Christ and His
Church, and later in this conference you
will hear afull re port fromthat ad vance. It
isawesome.

Another awesomeex peri enceisthestory
of United Meth od ist peo ple and what they
havedoneinold Russia. In1991, negoti &
tions were made for us to return United
Methodist work to that land less than ten
years ago. And now Bishop Mi nor re ports
to me that more than eighty-five churches
and societies have been established, and
thereisaneed now for greater theologi cal
educationinor der totrainlead ersfor that
work there. That isawe some.

Mozambique has recently been in the
newsbecauseof thetremen dousfloodsthat
have taken place there. This nation, in
southern Africa, bordering on the Indian
Ocean—a nation which suf fered so greatly
and many years of civil strife-has made
such great prog ress. And those of us who
know itsstory well will delightinthefact of
itseco nomic re cov ery. But now the flood
hascome. Assoon astheword of that flood-
ing spread around the world, the
connectional resourcesof thepeoplecalled
United Methodists began to respond. A
church pastored by one of thedel egatessit-
ting on the floor of this con fer ence, at this
mo ment, had aUnited Meth odist women's
group who sent a check for $15,000 with a
notethat it wasto be used for theflood relief
in Mozambique, and that half of it they
wanted to go to purewater.

Bishop Machado has re ported to us that
the flood wa ters have moved some of the
land mines, and they have now goneinto ar-
easthat were previ ously con sid ered to be
safe. Asthisconfer encecloses, therewill be
a team of people leaving here to go to
Tchuki inor dertoestablishacenter for the
health of per sonswitharti fi cial limbsinor-
dertoal levi atetheir suf feringand paindue
to the loss of limbs.

| have found that it does not mat ter how
largeabox youimaginetheUnited Method
ist peo ple could fill with all of the works
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that they do in the name and spirit of Je sus
Christ intheworld. What ever size box you
imagine, you' regoing to need abig ger box
thanyou haveimagined, for noonemindis
largeenoughtocomprehenditall. Itisawe
some. So celebrate what God has done
through the peo ple called United Meth od-
ists and tell every day, with exciting
thanksgiving, the things that God has en-

abled usto do in the name of Je sus Christ,
foritisawesomeindeed.

(Applause)

OYSTEIN OLSEN (Norway): Amen,
Bishop. Through a continua process of
collaboartion with leadership across the
church, ev ery ef fort wasmadeto make cor
nectionsandtofacil i tateshared owner ship
of our misionand ministry. TheWorld Ser-

vice Fund Program and budget process
gath ered all agen ciesto hear the plansand
dreams of each other. This has not hap-
pened in this way before. Together your
electedlead ersof feredmutual support; they
signed new pathsof co or di hation, and col-
laborated on the quadrennial budget that
you will con sider in afew days.

ContinuedintheMay 6thissue



