1816

May 5, 2000

Thefol lowingpetitionswereprintedincor rectlyin
the ADCA.

30025-CS-64-D
Amend paragraph 64 asfol lows:

All creationistheLord’ sand wearerespon s blefor thewaysinwhich
weuseand sbuseit. Water, air, soil, miner as, ener ega/resourca, plants,
animal life, andspaoeareto beval ued and con servi becausethey are
God' screation and not solely be causethey areuseful to human beings.
God hasgranted usstew ard ship for creation.Weshould meet these
stew ard ship du tiesthrough actsof lov ing careand re spect. Eco-
nomic,political,social,andtechnologi cal devel opmentshavein
creased our hu man num ber s, length ened and enriched our lives.

How ever, thesedevel op mentshaveled toregional defoli ation, dra
maticextinction of species, misuseand over-consumptionof natural
and nonr enewabler esour ces, massivehu man suf fer ing, and over pop-
ulation. Fur ther more, destabilization of theglobal cli mateisaprob a-
blecon sequence. Continued em phasisontraditional economic,
political,social,andtechnologi cal devel opment for humans, at theex-
penseof therest of creation, jeop ar dizesthenat ural her i tageGod
hasgrantedtoall gen er ations. Therefore, werepent of our dev astation
of thephyseal humanand non-humanworld. Fur ther, werecog nizethe
respons bil ity of thechurch and itsmem ber sto placeahigh pri or ity on
changesineconomic,political,social andtechnologi cal lifestyleto
sup portamoreecologi cally equitableand sustainableworldleading
to a higher -and-abettequal ity of lifefor all of God’ screation.

30072-FA-610-D

Add to 610 word ing from 806.12:

Thecouncil shall berespon s blefor en suring that no board, agency,
committee, commission, or council shall giveUnited Meth odist fundsto
any gay cau cusor group, or oth er wise use such fundsto pro mote the ac-
ceptanceof homosex ual ity. Thecouncil shall havetheright to stop such
ex pendi tures. Thisrestriction shal notlimittheChurch’ sministryinre-
sponsetotheHIV epi demic.

30100-CO-661.3-D
Amend 661.3-5:

3. Theresponsiblilitesof thedistrict commit teeonlay speak ing shall
betoprovidebasictrainingfor loca churchlay speak ersand ad vanced
coursesfor cer ti fiedlay spakersasrec om mended by the Gen eral Board
of Disci pleship; toap proveannual continui geducatlonopportunltms
for cer tifiedlay preachers, to decidewho shall berecoginized as cer ti-
fiedlay speak ersand cer tified lay preach ers; to help match lay spakers
withser viceop por tuni ties; andto sup port and af firmlay speak ersand
cer tifiedlay preachersas they serve.

4. Thedistrict commit teeshall plan ad vanced coursesfor lay spesk ers
that will enablecerti fiedlay spesk ersand cer ti fied lay preach er sto
maintainthat recogni tion.

5. Thedistrict com mit teewill report to the pastor and charge con fer-
enceof each cer ti fied lay speaker and cer ti fied lay preacher the courses
that havebeen satisfactorily com pleted by thecer ti fied lay speakeror
cer tified lay preacher.

30142-HE-331.3-D

Add anew text to 331.3 and renum ber ac cordingly:

Responsi bil itiesand Dutiesof aPastor . .. (3)deter miningall pasto-
ral responsestobemadein thepriestly rolein ac cor dancewith the
normsand practicesasspeci fied in TheBook of Disci pline;

30160-CO-NonDis-O

Whereas, many semi nari ansgrad uatewith highlev elsof semi nary debt
asthey beginministry; and

Wheresas, thecost of semi nary ed u cation strainsnor mal family ex-
penses; and

Whereas, most an nual and mission ary confer ences areunabletopro
videsuf fi cient schol ar shipfundsthroughtheMinisterial EducationFund
(MEF); and

Wheress, thereisagreat need for clergy trained for missionand minis-
try in churcheswith small mem ber shipsand/or intown and rural set tings;
and

Whereas, many of these small-mem ber ship churchesareableto pay
only mini mumcompensation,

Therefore, beit resolved that the Gen eral Board of Higher Education
and Mlnlstry becalled upontowork withannual missionary confer ences

todevelopaplantohelpsemi nary grad u atesretiretheir ed u cationa
debts, tak ingintoconsider ationthelength of ser viceinrural or ur ban
missional communities;and

Beitfurther resolved that United Methodist semi nariesshall provide

annual work shopsonfi nancia planningand/or afi nancial planner to
work withtheir ssudentsandrecent grad u ates.

30165-FO-0-D

TheCal i fornia-NevadaAnnua Confer encepeti tionsthe2000General
Confer enceto amend the Pref ace (page 84) tothe Socia Princi plesby in-
ser tion of aclauseinto thefi nal sen tence of the third paragraph so that it
would read:

TheSocia Princi plesarenot church law, but areacall to al mem-
bersof TheUnited Meth odist Churchtoaprayer ful, studied di alogueof
faithandpractice.

30200-G}4-C

For atrulyin clu sivechurch ex cludenoone

Amend second and third sentencesof 4 Arti clelV:

Inclusivenessof theChurch —...Thereforeal | per sons, withoutregard
torace, color, nationa ori gin, status, sexual ori entation, physical or
mental chal lenges, or economiccondi tion, shall beel i gi ble...inthecon-
nection. InTheUnited Methodist Church...of race, color, national ori gin,
status, sexual orientation, physical or mental chal lenges, or economic
condition.

30261-DI-1104.1-D

Add new text to 1104.1.f; amend cur rent text of 1104.1.f and reletter
accordingly:

f) Onemem ber elected by theNational Associ ation of Confer ence
Presi dentsof United Methodist Men.

# g)Addi tional Members—(1) UnitedMethodist—Addi tional members
.. They shall elect up to eight(8) seven (7) addi tiond members. ..

30276-LC-258-D
Delete258.2c, creaenewsub paragraphand renum beraccordlngly

3.CivicYouth- Se’vmgAgenmesand ScoutlngM inistriesof fer an-
other set tingfor ministry tochil dren, youth, their lead ers, and their
families. Theseop por tu ni tieswould in cludetheBoy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, Camp FireBoysand Girls, 4-H, or other ap propri atena
tional or gani zations. TheGod and Country award program shall be
avail abletoall ap propriateage-level par tici pantsof thelocal church
educationprogramincludingthechurchschool,youthministry,and
scoutingministries. Thescoutingcoor dinator shall relatetothe
church coun cil, thesu per in ten dent of thechur ch school, thecoor di-
nator of chil dren’sministries,thecoor dinator of youthministries,
andthevar i ousyouth-servingagency structures.

30337-LC-238-D
Move 238tofol low 244.

30361-C0O-602.4-D
Amend 602.4:

Thelay mem ber ship of thean nual confer enceshall consist of atay
profassmgmember ( ﬁ 215.2) elected by each charge, .

30504-CS-R73-U

AmendEnvironmenta Stew ardship, P.73,Bookof Resolutions

I. ATheol ogy of Seward shipandtheEnvi ronment

All creationisunder theauthor ity of God and all creationisin ter-
depen dent. Our cov enant with God requiresustobestew ards, pro-
tectors, and defend ersof all creation. Theuseof nat ural resourcesis
auni ver sal con cernand respon s bil ity of all asreflectedin Psalm
24:1: “Theearth |stheLord sand thefull ne&thereof (NRSV)

IntheBi ble, astew ardisonegivenresponsi hil ity for what belongsto
another. The Greek word wetranslate asstew ard is oikonomos, onewho
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caresfor the house hold or acts asitstrustee. Theword oikos, meaning
house hold, isused to de scribe theworld as God' shouse hold. Christians,
then, areto be stew ards of thewhole house hold (cre ation) of God.
Oikonomia, “stew ard ship,” isasotheroot of our word “economics.”
Oikas, moreover, istheroot of our mod ernword, “ecol ogy.” Thusina
broad sense, stew ard ship, eco nomics, and ecol ogy are, and should be, re-
lated.

TheOld Testament relatesthese con ceptsinthevi sion of shalom. Of -
tentranslated “ peace,” the broader meaning of shalomiswholeness. In
theOld Testament, shalomisusedto char acter izethewholenessof a
faithful lifelivedinrelation shipto God. Shalomisbest un der stood when
weex peri encewholenessand har mony ashu man beingswith God, with
others, andwith creationit self. Thetask of the stew ardisto seek shalom.

Sewardsof God' sCreation Thecon cegt of stew ard shipisfirstintro-
ducedinthecreationstory. InGenesis1:26, theBi bleaf firmsthat ev ery
per soniscreatedin God'sim age. But thisgift bringswithit auniquere-
sponsdi bility. Beingcreatedin God' simagebringswithittherespons bil-
ity to carefor God' screation. God choseto give hu man beingsadi vine
im age not so we would ex ploit cre ation to our own ends, but so we would
berec og nized asstew ardsof God. Tohavedo minion over theearthisa
trust ee ship, asign that God caresfor cre ation and has en trusted it to our
stew ard ship. Our stew ard ship of all theworld’ sresourcesisa waysac
count ableto God who lovesthewhole of creation and who desiresthat it
exigtin shalom. Theintentionof creationwasthat all shouldex peri ence
shalom, to know the good ness of creation. Inthe Old Testament, “full-
nessof life” meanshav ing enough, suf fi cient, toex peri encethegood ness
of creation. By contrast, our age hascometo define“full nessof life’ as
morethan enough. Thedesireof many for ex cessbeginsto deny enough
for oth ers, and shalomisbroken. That al should par tici pateincreation’s
goodnessisafundamental of stewardship.

An other theme of shalomisthat in creationweareal related. Humans
arenot self-suf fi cient. Weneed God, oth ers, nature. Thestory of the
gar den(Genesis?2) at temptsto _lpi cturethecom pleteand har moni ousin-
terrelat ednessof all creation. Thereis shalom only whenwerec og nize
thatinter relat ed nessand carefor thew hole. Whenwevi olatetherules
of thegar den, wearedismissed. Inecologi cal terms, whenwevi olatethe
princi plesof ecol ogy, wesuf ferenvi ronmenta damage.

Asthe story of the gar den shows, God' sin tention of shalomwas not
carriedout. Sininter vened, and the shalomwasbro ken. But God of fered
away tore storeshalom—redemption. And asGod' s stew ardswe havea
roleinthat redemption. Stew ard ship, then, isto becomein volved wher-
ever whole nessislack ing and to work in har mony with God' ssav ing ac-
tivity toreconcile, toreunite, to heal, to makewhole.

Stew ard ship has to do with how we bring al of the re sources at our dis-
posal intoef fi cient useinour par tici pationinthesavingactivity of God.
Envi ronmental stew ard shipisonepart of our work asGod' s

stew ards. Asstew ardsof thenat ural envi ronmentwearecalledtopre
serveand re storethewery air, water, and land on which life de pends.
Moreover, weare called to seethat all persens have life has asuffi cient
shareof there sources of nature. Fheervirormmentalerisesthatfaeeus
Aeedretexst. With new hope rooted in Christ and with more obe di ent
living asstew ards of the earth, theere-atien-eanbeheded— we can par-
tici patein God’ sheal ingof creation.

Il. UnitedMethodistHistor i cal Concerns

Sincethe be gin ningsof the Meth odist move ment, there hasbeen acon-
cernwithwhat wetoday call “envi ronmental concerns.” Wesley'sem
phasison“cleanli ness’ cameasheob served aland of open sew ers,

im purewater, un planned cit ies, and smoke-filled air. Intheminesand
mills, squalor andfilthwereev ery where, aswasdisease. Thesub stantia
declinein the desth rate in Eng land from 1700 to 1801 can betraced to
improvementsinenvi ron ment, sani tation, and awider knowl edgeof cor
ceptsof basic health such asthose ad vo cated by Wesley.

v I . | y . °y ’ _
I11. Princi plesfor Christian SewardshipoftheEnvi ronment
A. Responsibleand Equi tableUseof Nat ural Resources.

We sup port measureswhich will lead to amore careful and ef fi cient
use of there sources of thenat ura world. WeurgeUnited Meth od ists
toan alyzetheir con sumption pat ternsand toseek toliveasim ple
and lessresour ce-depend ent life.

Ween cour ageprogramswhichwill recy clesolid materi alsof all sorts
—paper, glass, wood, buildingmaterials,met as, plastics, etc.

WeurgeUnited Methodiststopartici pateactively incommunity recy-
clingprogramsand urgetheestab lish ment of such programsincom muni-
tieswith out theseprograms.

Webelievethat nat ural resour ces, out sdethecon trol of dif fer ent
nations, from the genesthat form lifetotheair and outer space, are
thecom mon her i tageof all hu manity, and thereforemust bedeve-
oped and preserved for theben efit of all, not just for thefew, both
today and for gen er ationstocome.

Wesup port thecon cept of com mon her i tagewher epeoplehavethe
right toenough of theresourcesof theuni versetoprovidefor their
health and well-being; and webelievethat God’screation isin tended
tobeused for thegood of all asa preciousgift, not for war fareor
economicoppressionof others.

B. Rightto LivelnaCom mu nity Free of Toxic and Hazard ous Sub-
stances.

possi bletoxicand hazar d ouswastedisposal prob lemswithinther ju
risdictions, (b) requirethat theentity or entitiesresponsi blefor the
prob lem pay for haz ard ouswaste cleanup and for any health dam-
agescaused by theim proper or in ad equatedisposal of such sub-
stances, and (C) sever ely penal izethosecon victed of il legal disposal of
hazardousandtoxicmaterials.

Ween cour agemeasurestomini mizetheuseof toxicand hazard
oussub stances.

Weop posethepracticeof ex portingmateri alsbannedinonenationfor
usein an other nation.

Weadvocatethat al par tieswithinfor mationonthehealth ef fectsof a
potentially toxic or haz ard oussub stance makethesedataavail abletous-
ersof thesub stance.

Wesup port mea suresto strengthen the pub lic’ sright-to-know
about chemi cal sub stancesintheir com mu ni ties. Com mu nitieshavea
right toknow whether their water, air, soil or food isclean and free
of toxicpol lution.

Wesup ortafplyin the* PrecautionaryPrinciple,” shiftingthe
bur den of proot to pol [ut ersto show that their air and water emis-
sionsaresafe, rather than mak ingcit i zensprovethat emissionspose
a health threat.

We sup port the right of those groupsthat would be af fected by anu-
clear, toxic, or hazardousmateria wastereposi tory orinciner ator to be
involvedactivelyinall deci sionstolocatesuchrepositoriesor inciner a
torsintheir neighbor hoodsorjurisdictions.

Weurgeahalt tonu clear and toxic wastedisposal at sea and strin-



May 5, 2000

C Right to Clean Air. Webeliev

epersoRshavetherighttobreathe
eleap-air- clean air isa basicright and ne cessity for al life. Wemust
cleanup and prevent air pol lution, which threat ensthe health of our fami-
liesand the sur viva ofaII Ilfeontheplanet /

carseetsachteng-termprebtems: Toensurethatweprotectfuture
gener ationsand our nat ural environment fromthehar mful ef fectsof
air pol lution and leavealegacy of clean air:

Wead vocatetheadop tion and strict en forcement of ad equatestan-
dards(health-based air qual ity stan dardstoprotect vul ner ablepop u-
lationssuch aschil dren, theel derly, and peoplewith asthma) to
control out door air pol lut antssuch asvehi cleand industrial smoke
stack emissions.

Weurgeall United Meth od iststo car pool, usemasstran sit, drive
fud ef fi clent car s, and find other waysof reducmgvehl deandindus
trial emissions.

Wemust givespecial at ten tion tothelong-term ef fectsof air pol [u-
tion, such asthedepletion of the ozonelayer, global warm ing, and
acidrain; wesup portinter national and bi lat eral ef fortstoelimi nate
the cause of theseprob lems.

Wead vocatethat all largepol lut ers, specifi cally power plants,re
finer iesand chemical manufactur ers,ir respectiveof ageor fuel use,
meet stan dar dsbased on theleast pol lutingprocessin eachin dustrial
sector.

Wead vocatetheadop tion and strict en forcement of ad equatestan-
dardstocontrol indoor air pol lut ants, such aschemi cal fumesfrom
gasstovesand fur naces, pesti cides, cleaningmaterials,formal dehyde,
candles, paint, photocopy machines,radon and car pets, aswell as
particulatessuch asdust, mold and asbestosfi bers.

Weadvocateprohibitingsmok ingand providingad equatefreshair
ventilationinallindoor facilities.

D. Mlnlmlzatlon of Chemi cal Use. Mmyeha%—eds&eased-ﬁepeg-ﬁ—

Werec om mend the con cept of integrated pest man agement (IMP), nat
ural control systems, and croprotation.

Weurgethat greater restrictionsbe .EI aced on theex port of re strl cted
agricultural chemical

devel opmentand aid agen ciesen cour agetheuseof agri cul tural tech-
nlqueswhlch rely Iessheawly onag ri cul tural chemi cei use.

Werecommendthatindustry,consumer groups,andgovernmental
agen ciesaggressivelyinvesti gateand study thelong-r angeef fectsof
chemi calsused for theprocessingand pr eser vation of food prod ucts,
sincemany of thesechemi calsareharmful toani malsand hu mans.

E ResponsibleLand Use. AHagriedHuraproductivityreliesorour
saretulstenardship-elaten-neheseHepsel-

Ween cour ageeco nomic andfarming practiceswhich conserveand
promotetheim provement of top soil.

Weurgethat gov ernmentsprovidefarmerswithincentivesfor more
careful man agement of thi spreC| ousresource.

Weurgethat thecareful mantenanoeof theproductlv ity ofthefarm
land bethecentra goal of all man agement of agri cul tural lands.

Weurgegov ern mentsto preservethemost productivesoilsfor agri cuk
tural pur poses.

Wead vocatefor the preser vation of for ests(includingrefor esta
tion), wetlandsand wild ar easfor ecologi cal bal ance, wildlifeproduc-
t|on water qual |ty aJr qual |ty, andthehu man splrlt eafeFtn‘

F. Preservationof TheDi ver sity of Life

Webelievethat thewon drousdi ver sity of natureisakey part of God's
planfor creation. Therefore, weop posemeasureswhichwould eimi nate
diver sityinplantandani ma vari eties, elimi natespecies, or destroy habi
tatscriti cal tothesur vival of endangered speciesor vari eties.

Wesup port national and inter national ef fortstoprotect en dan-
gered speciesand im per iled habi tats.

G. Right to Abun dantand CleanWater. Thewater onthisplanet is
asacred gift from God. Toen surethat water remainspureand avail-
abletoall:

We urge that steps be taken by all eereerredparties peopletoensure
morecareful management and preser vation of existrrggroundwater
SOurces.

We sup port theright of native peo plesto thefirst use of watersontheir
lands.

Weurgethatlndustrld mu n|C| pal agrl cuI turaJ andlndl vidua consum-
ersof water y 7 y
velopand usewater con servmgtech nol ogyand practlceﬁ

Webelievethat water isagift from God that needsto be kept clean.
Wead vo cate measuresthat will ad dresspol luted run off that isthreat en-
ingtopublichealth; protectionof watersfor futuregener ations; wetlands
Ereservatl ontocleanwater and sustainwildlife; thepublic’srightto

now that their water issafefor drink ing, swim ming, and fishing; and ef-
fectlveenforcement againgtil Iegal pol Iutl on.

H. HmpaetefFechnetogy. Responsi bleandEthi cal Useof Technot
ogy. Weurgethat theethi cal andenvi ronmental ef fectsof new technol o-
giesbefully ex amined beforethesetechnol ogiesareusedona
widespread basis. Weacknow! edgethe con stantly im per fect state of our
knowl edge of the ef fectsof newtechnol ogy eurereattens and urge the
devel op ment of thosetech nol o giesmost inac cord with God’ splan of
wholenessfor al creation.

|. FheMitHaryandthebErvirenmenrt Minimization of theMil itary's
ImpactOntheEn\/lronment HH-tary st } ¢

Weop posetheproduction and test ing of weap onsdesigned tode-
stroy or harm God'’ screation, such asall chemi cal, bi ologi cal and nu-
clear weap ons.

Weurgetheabol |shment0f chemi cal, biologi cd, and nuclearweepons
d

dargerstheervirenment: urgetheclean up of sttescon tarnl nated by
chemical,biologi cal,and nuclear weap onswaste.

IV. Involvement

Weurgeall United Meth od ists, their lo cal chur ches, boardsand
agenciesto ex aninetheir roles as stew ards of God's earth and to study,
discuss, andwork toimplement thisresolution.

All general agen ciesshall develop ap propri ateresour cestoimple
mentt |sresolut|on
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30505-CS-R90-U

DeleteReductionof Water Usageby United Meth odists, P.90, Book of
Resolutions

30556-CS-R234-U

Amend*“Drugand Al cohol Concerns,” p. 234, #8 Bookof Resolutions:

8.Weurgedll legislativebodies, and headlth-care systems and pro-
cessestofo cuson andim plement measuresto help meet the special needs
of those disproportionately af fectedby al cohol use;

Amend p. 234, under paragraph|1. Tobacco, line 3:

...TheUnitedMethodist Churchdiscour agesall per sons, par ticularly
chil dren,youthsand young adults, from using any form of to bacco.

Amend p. 235, under paragraph 1. To bacco, to add:

6. Wesup port National Com prehensiveTobaccoControl Legisla
tionthat in cludesprovi sionsto: a) reducetherateof youth smok ing
byincreasingthepriceof cigarettes; b) protect tobaccofar m ershy
help ingthem shift from to baccoto other crops; ) givethe FDA full
author itytoregulatenicotineasadrug; d) fund anti-tobaccore
search and ad ver tising, aswell ased u cation and preven tion cam+
paigns.

30562-CS-R352-U

Amend“Prej udiceAgainst Muslimsand Arabsinthe USA,” p. 353,
Bookof Resolutions:

Today ... of Islam. Arab Amer i cans, both Christianand Muslim, con-
sti tutear-evertarger agrow ing num ber of per sons. ..

Aspart of the. . . groups and per sons, setee-have such acts beerper—
petuated arealsobeingper petrated against the Arab . . .

Arab Ameri can. . .torched. Leadersof theesrmmunity thesecom muni-
tieshave...mur dered-

and - Qquestionableusesof law . .. ex pression. Thoughdiscrimi natory .
..simi lar actsperpetuated per petratedagainst . . . their ex istence and ef-
fectsupon Arabs and Muslims has have beenlittleacknowl edgedinn
U.S. soci ey, ...

30568-CS-R520-U

Amendti tle“Community Lifeand PublicEducation,” p. 520, Book of
Resolutions

Attheheart...persons....Inoursoci ety . .. nur ture one an other and
createferalt anat mo sphere. ..

TheChurch. .. ex peri encesof life. Itisin com mu nity that men,
women, ard youth and chil drendiscover ...

Communities. .. changes. ... Thispolarizationaong class and racial
linesserves. .. entitiesalongpoliti ca, social, economic, andeducationa
lines.

Thedeve opment...arethere. ... Weaf firm the2972 The United
Meth od ist Church’ sState ment on Housing.

TheLocal Churchand TheLocal Public School

Ininnumerable...community....Byvirtueof ...toaf fect. Thisis
why we can af firm with John Wesley: “theworldis[our] par ish.”

The church teachesthat all arecreated in theim age of God and
blessed by theCreator with thegiftsof creativity, moral ity,and rea-
son.Inapluralisticanddemocraticsoci ety,aqual ity publiceduca
tion system isthe best meanswher eby these giftscan be nur tured
and acom mu nity of equal ity, tran scend ing dif fer encesof race, eth nic
or i gins,and gen der can bebuilt.

Fheleeapablie Publicschools. .. communities.

Someof the. .. are: fi nancia inad equacies, school vouch er s, historic
racial attitudes,lack of cul tural and lan guagesen si tivity, school vi o-
lence, busiag;curriculum,growingprofessiona ismof teachersandad
ministratorslack of parental involvement, andtketaek-ef well
informed. .. members.

Ineachcommunity, thelocal UnitedMethodist Churchisresponsi ble
forbeingacat alystinhel pingtheentirecommunity becomesensi tiveto
theissuesof publiceducation.

Webelievethat our country must again recommitit self topubllic
ed u cation and bewill ingto pay taxessuf fi cient todevelop qual ity ed-
ucation,andat tract andretain qual ity teach ers.Wesup port thecon
tinuinged ucationandtrainingof teach er stobetter preparethemto
deal with thecul tural di ver sity of stu dents. Pri or ity should beplaced
onrecruit ment of eth nicmi nor i tiesinanational trainingplan, for
theseteach ersserveasposi tiverolemod elsand in still cul tural pride
inmi nor ity students. Livingwithin aglobal soci ety, itisim por tant

that our chil drenbebi lin gual and that thisisfacil i tated through the
publicschool system.

Though stateand lo cal gov ern mentshaveaprimaryresponsibility
for publiced ucation,thefed eral government’ sresponsi bil ityisalso
tobeaf firmed.Insuchar easasracial integration and ed u cation for
thedisad vantaged, thein volvement of thefed eral governmentiscru
cial.

Asthenation seekstoin creaseex cel lencein ed u cation, it must con-
tinuetoprovidequal ity ed u cation for all. Newim mi grants, per sons
withhandi cap pingcondi tions, poor per sons, racial minor i ties,and
women must haveequal accesstoqual ity ed u cation.

Ademocraticandplural isticsoci ety isbuilt on thefoun dation of
com monly shar ed val uessuch ashon esty, truth ful ness, fair ness, and
responsibility. The schoolsalso havethetask of teach ingthesocial
\éﬁl uesof equal ity amid di ver sity, civicpar tici pation, and justicefor

Ween cour ageeachlocal churchtorecog nizetheim por tanceof the
language,cul ture. . .

Thelack of op por tuni ties. .. and cul turesof al eth nic groupsand na-
tionalitiesraeesisreflected. ..

Our Judea-Christian theol ogical tradi tion of holy living revealsclearly
our per sonal ac count abil ity to ahmighty: Almighty God inrelationto our
persond ...

Whereproblemsexigt, itisespecidly ... solutions... . Itisasorec
ommended....infindingmeaningful solutions.

Thecontinuationof ademocraticandplural isticsocietyinthe
United Statesrequiresapub liced u cation system that producesqual-
ity ed u cation for ev ery stu dent, sothat all might contrib utetothe
buildingof community.

\Ween cour agestategov ernment tobud ?et adequately for qual ity
education,with special at tention given tolowin comear eas, rather
thantotiethisim por tant function torisky fund ingsuch aslot ter ies.

Weurgegen eral boardsand agen ciesto sup port and work toward
legislationthat could bringmeaningful solutionstothechal lenges
facingpubliceducation.

30847-GM-NonDis-O
Background*

Childrenrepresentthefutureof humancivi li zationand thefutureof
ev ery soci ety. To per mit them to be used as pawns of war fare, whether as
tar getsor per petrators, isto cast ashadow onthefuture. Fromgener ation
togener ation, vi olencebegetsvi olence, astheabused grow uptobecome
abusers. Childrenwho arethusvi o lated carry the scars of fear and hatred
intheir heartsand minds. Forced to learntokill in stead of pur suing ed u-
cation, thechil dren of conflict lack theknowl! edge and skillsneeded to
build their own futuresand fu turesof their communi ties. For soci ety, the
livesdestroyed andtheop por tuni tieslost canhavedev astat ing ef fectson
itslong-termstabil ity and devel opment.

AsthePreambletothe Char ter of the United Nationsem phasizes, our
first duty is“to save suc ceeding gen er ationsfromthe scourgeof war”. In
thiswe havefailed pro foundly. Not only aremil lions of chil dren still the
victimsof war, far too of ten they areitsprin ci pal tar getsand evenitsin-
struments. Presently, inapprox i mately 50 countriesaroundtheworld,
chil drenaresuf feringfromtheef fectsof conflict anditsaf ter math.

For all thechil drendeliber ately massacred or caught in crossfireor
maimed by anti-per son nel land mines, many more have been de prived of
their physi cal, mental andemotional needsinsoci etiesat war. Mil lions
havelost their homes and their par ents, not to mention yearsof ed u cation
and their youth. Some have been per manently trau matized by the events
they havewit nessed and ex peri enced. Intoday’ sinter necineconflicts,
chil drenarespecif i cally tar getedinstrat egiestoelimi natethenext gener-
ationof potential adver saries. Tothesameend, chil dren, especialy girls,
have been madethetar getsof sex ua abuse and gen der-based vi olenceon
alargescale. Most cyni caly, chil drenhavebeen com pelledtobecome
instrumentsof war, recruited or kid naped to becomechild sol diers, thus
forcedtogivevi olent ex pressiontothehatred of adults. Inall, anesti-
mated 2 mil lion chil drenhavebeenkilledinsit uationsof armed conflict
since 1987, whilethreetimesthat num ber have been seri ously injured or
permanently disabled.

Theinter national community hasanobli gationtobecon cerned about
theprotection of all non-com bat antscaught inthemidst of vi olent con
flicts. Y et thereisan ur gent need to fo cus special at ten tion on the plight
of chil dren. They aretheonesleast respon s blefor conflict, yet most vul-
ner abletoitsex cesses. Children, asthemost in no cent and pow er lessvic
timsof armed conflict, requirespecia protection. Inzonesof conflict,
inter national advocacy andinter cessionareessential toensurethat parties
toconflict committhem selvestotheprotectionof chil drenfromex ploi ta
tion, abuseandbrutal ization. Theinter national community mustensure
that thosewho tar get chil dren do not con tinueto do sowithim pu nity.
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*Back groundinfor mationprovidedver batimfromthe Report of the
United NationsSecretary General’ sSpecial Representativefor Children
and Armed ConflicttotheGenerd Assembly, 12 October 1998, “ Protec
tion of chil dren af fected by armed conflict.”

TheUnited Meth odist Church urges:

1.TheGenera Boardsof Globa Ministriesand Churchand Soci ety,
and the Bishops' Ini tiative on Children and Pov erty towork withlo cal
churchestoim plement therec om mendationsof theWorld Council of
Churches(Eighth Assembly, Harare, Zim babwe) to:

Call foranimmedi atemor atoriumontherecruitmentandpartici pation
of chil drenassol diersandthedemobi li zationof existingchildsol diers;

Cwork toprevent thecom pul sory or vol untary recruit ment or re-re
cruit ment of for mer sol diers, tak ing par ticular ac count of theneedsof for-
mer girl sol diers;

C promotetheestablishment of inter national standardstothisef fect,in
particular theadoption of anoptiona protocol totheConventiononthe
Rights of the Child raising themini mum age from 15 to 18 yearsfor all
formsof recruitment and par tici pationinhostil i ties; and

C urgetheir national gov ern mentsto adopt and ap ply such stan dardsin
theirownnational legislation.

2.TheGeneral Boardsof Global Ministriesand Churchand Soci ety,
and Bishops' Ini tiativeon Childrenand Pov erty to:

C of ferhumani tarianassistance, wherepossi ble, tochil drentrauma
tized by theex peri enceof havingbeenachild sol dier; and

C urgeUnited Meth od istsin the United Statesto de mand that the
United StatesGov ern ment rat ify the United Nations Convention onthe
Rights of the Child which only the United States and So maliahave not
ratified.

30850-FO-NonDis-O
|.Biblical Theologi cal Grounding

Thewordsof Mi cah ringout clearly, set tingthetonefor justice
ministriesin theChurch: “Hehastold you, O Mor tal, what isgood;
and what doesthe L ord requireof you but to dojustice, and to love
kind ness, and towalk hum bly with'your God?” &vn cah 6:8)

Justiceisthebasicprin ci pleuponwhich God’ screation hasbeen
established. Itisanintegral and un com promisingpartin God’sre
demp tiveprocess, which assureswholeness. Com passionischar ac
terized by sensitivitytoGod’ sjusticeand, therefore, sensitivityto
God’speople.

Thegospel, through theex am pleof JesusChrist, con veysthemes
sagefor Christianstobeheal er s, peacemak ers,andrecon cil erswhen
faced with brokenness, vi o lence, and ven geance. Through love, car-
ing, and for giveness, JesusChrigt isabletotransformlivesandre-
storedig nity and pur posein thosewho werewill ingto abide by his
principles.

Jesuswascon cerned about victimsof crime. Inthestory of the
Good Samar i tan, Jesusex plored therespon s bil ity wehavefor those
who have been victim ized: “*Which of thesethree, do you think, was
neigh bor to the man who fel into the hands of therob bers?’ Hesaid,
‘The onewho showed him mercy.” Jesussaid to him, ‘Go and do like-
wise” (Luke 10:36-37)

Jesuswascon cer ned about of fend ers,thosewhovictimizeothers.
Herejected ven geanceandret ri bu tion asthemodel of justicetobe
used for relatingtoof fend ers: “ You haveheard that it wassaid, ‘An
eyefor an eyeand atooth for atooth.” But | say toyou, Donot resist
an evil doer. But if any one strikesyou on theright cheek, turn the
other also;....” (Mat thew 5:38ff.) Jesusalsoin di cated therespon s bil-
ity Christianshavefor of fend ers: “1 wassick and you took car e of
me, | wasin prison and you visited me... Truly | tell you, just asyou
did it to oneof theleast of these... you did it tome.” (M at thew 25:36,
40)

TheApostlePaul believed that thishib li cal con cept of justicewhich
wasreflected in thelifeof Christ wasapri mary molder of Christian
commu nity andrespon si bil ity: “ All thisisfrom God, whorecon ciled
usto him self through Christ, and hasgiven ustheministry of rec on-
ciliation; thatis,in Christ God wasrecon cil ingtheworld to him sdf,
not count ingtheir trespassesagainst them, and entrust ingthemes-
sageofreconciliationtous.” (I Corinthians5:18-19)

Whileacknowl edgingthat thebibli cal con cept of justicefocuseson
thevictim, theof fender, and thecom mu nity in thehopeof restor ing
all toasenseof God' swholeness,itisalsoim por tant toun der stand
that our Meth odist her i tageisrichwith exam plesof ministriescar-
ried out injailsand prisons. John Wesley (and oth ersin hisin ner cir-
cle in clud ingabrother, Charles) had apassion for thosein prison.
Asearly as1778,theMeth odist Con fer enceadopted action mak ingit
theduty of every Meth od ist preacher tominister tothosewhowere

incar cer ated. United M eth odistshaver eaf firmed and expanded the
man datefor prisonministry andreforminmany dif fer ent chapters
of our denomi national history. Thisisapart of our iden tity and call.

Criminal justiceinour worldrarelyfocusesonthebiblical ini tia-
tivesof restoration, mercy, wholeness, and shalom. Out of adesireto
punishrather thanrestore, gov ern mentsaround thewor|d have
maderetributiontheheart of their crimi nal justicesystems, believing
that thiswill deter crimeand vi olence. Thegtatisticsin di catetheco-
lossal fail ureof retrib utivejustice. Therefor e, wecall ontheChurch
toem bracethebib i cal con cept of Restor ativeJusticeasahopeful a-
ter nativetoour present criminal justicecodes. Restor ativeJusticefo
cuseson thevictim, theof fender, and thecom mu nity inthedesireto
bring heal ingand wholenesstoall.

I1.0ur Cur rent Criminal JusticeSystem: A RetributiveJustice
System

A.Victims.

When crimeisdefined asthe break ing of alaw, the state (rather
thanthevictim)isposited asthepri maryvictim.Criminal justice, as
weknow it, fo cuseslit tleor noat ten tion on theneedsof thevictim.

L egal proceedingsinad ver tently causecrimevictims,includingloved
ones, toex peri enceshock and asenseof help lessnesswhich isfur ther
exacer bated by financial loss, spir i tual and emotional trauma, and

of ten alack of sup port and di rection. Many victimsfed frustrated
because, in most cases, thereseemstobelit tleor noprovi sion for
them tobeheard or tobenoti fied of court proceed ings. Victims,
moreover, aresel dom given theop por tu nity tomeet with their of-
fend ers, facetoface, in or der toper son ally resolvetheir con flictsand
tomovetowar d heal ing,authenticreconciliation,andclosure.

B.Offenders:

Our crimi nal justicesystemsar ound theworld havebecomein
creasingly based onretribution. Thisfocuson punish ment hasre
sultedinmassivein creasesinthenum ber of in car cer ated per sons
acrosstheglobe. Becauseprisonsareof ten placeswheredehu man iz
ingconditionsreinfor cenegativebehavior,presentcriminaljustice
systemsactually per pet uateacy cleof violence,crime,andincar cer a
tion, especially amongthosewhoserace, ap pear ance, lifestyle, eco-
nomicconditions, or beliefsdif fer fromthoseinauthor ity.

Incar cer ationiscostly. Citi zensar ether eforepay ingbil lionsof dok
lar sfor thesup port of systemsthat con sistently engender agrossy
dehumanizingexperiencechar acter ized by thel ossof freedom,the
lossof contact withfamily and friends, thelossof self-deter mi nation,
thelossof ed u cation, thelossof ad equatemed i cal care, and theloss
of reli giousfreedomand op por tu ni tiesfor spir i tual growth.

C.Community:

Crimi nal justice, asweknow t, isretrib u tivejustice. It iscor-
sumed with blameand pain. Itisasystem of ret ri bu tion that payslit-
tleor noconsid er ationtother oot causesof criminal behavior. It does
not aim at solu tionsthat will ben efit thewholecom mu nity by helping
thecom mu nity torepair thebreach and of ten failsto cometoterms
with thesocial con di tionsthat breed crime. Retrib u tivejusticeper-
manently stigmatizestheof fender for past actions, therebycreating
such asenseof alien ation fromthecom munity that social reintegra
tionisvir tuallyimpossi ble. An of fender whoisheldin exileaway
from thecom mu nity can not beheld ac count abletothecom mu nity
for hisor her wrongdoing. An ex-of fender whoisostracized and kept
inexileaf ter payinghisor her debt tosoci ety isfur ther violated. He
or sheisstr iﬁped of theop por tu nity tofully un der stand thecon se
quencesof thecrimecom mit ted, tomakeresti tutiontothevictim, to
berecon ciled with thecom mu nity, or toheal and becomeavi able
mem ber of thecom mu nity.

I11.0ur Vision Of Regtor ativeJustice

Thegospe, through theex am pleof JesusChrist, con veysthemes-
sagefor Christianstobeheal ers, peacemak ers,andrecon cil erswhen
faced with brokenness, vi olence, and ven geance. Thecon cept of re
stor ativejusticeshowsusspecificwaysby which totransformlives
and ef fect heal ing.

Restor ativejusticeasks: Who hasbeen hurt? What aretheir
needs? Whoseob li gationsar ethey?

Welabéd theper son who hasbeen hurt “thevictim.” But thevictim
isessentially asur vi vor whoneed not remain avictim for hisor her
entirelife. Thevictim needsheal ingand emotional sup port. Victims
(sur vi vors) want peopletorecognizethetraumathey haveen dured
and how thistraumahas af fected their livesand thelivesof their
loved ones. Of ten sur vi vor svictimsneed coun sel ing, assistance, com+
pensation,infor mation,and ser vices. Victims/sur vi vor sneed topar-
tici patein their own heal ing. They may need rep arationsfromthe
of fender, or thevictim may want to meet the of fender and havein put
duringthetrial,sentencing,andrehabilitationprocess.
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Dur ingtheheal ing pro cess, thevictim of ten asks: Why me? What
kind of per son could do such athing? Therefore, they may want to
meet their of fender toreceivean swerstosuch questions. Victimsde
serveto havethese questionsan swered and to hear that the of fender
istruly sorry.

Victimssuffer real pain; how ever, en cour agingven geancedoesnot
heal pain. Thecom mu nity needstoaid in therecov ery of thevictim.
Thecom mu nity can help thevictim by not ostracizinghimor her, by
learn ing how to ac cept him or her asaper son and not just avictim.

Of fendersareharmed aswell. An of fender isharmed by beingla
beled for lifeasan of fender. Oneor morebad deci sionsor actions
sometimesmeasur esthetotal of an of fender’ slife.Of fender sarefur-
ther harmed when they aredenied theop por tu nity tomakeamends,
tohaverespect ful inter actionwith oth ers, and todevelop healthy so-
cial skillsbefore,dur ing, or af ter in car cer ation. Of ten youngof fend-
ersdonot havecon structiveguid anceor agood rolemodel in the
com mu nity. Sometimesthey need treat ment for adisor der, lifeskills
devel op ment or mentoringwith clear and achiev ableex pectationsof
height ened self-awar enessand account abil ity.

Thevictim and thecom mu nity need toiden tify waystheof fender
can rem edy hurt and harm caused. Theof fender needstoun der stand
how hisor her behav ior af fected oth ers, and acknowl edgethat the
behav ior wasin deed harm ful. Theof fender needstobetransformed
intoacontributingcitizen of thecom munity with asystem of limits
andsupport.

Crimehurtsthecom mu nity. When crimeoc cur s, theneigh bor hood
isdisrupted; peoplebecomemoreisolated, fear ful, distrust ing,and
uninter estedinthecom mu nity. Restor ativejusticehelpstorelease
thecom mu nity mem bersfrom their fear of crime; it em pow ersthem
with theknowl edgethat cir cum stancesar enot out of their control.
Thecom mu nity needsto ex presspain and an ger totheoneor ones
who caused theharm. How ever, weneed to take one step fur ther by
helpingintheheal ingprocess. Weneed toun der stand and ad dress
thecausesof crimetoprevent fu tureoc cur rences. Thevictim, com-
mu nity, and of fender (when possi ble) need tohelp oth erswhoface
similar struggles.

Restor ativejusticeopenstheop por tu ni tiesfor per sonal and com-
mu nity transfor mation. T histransfor mation can not bemapped,
planned, or putintoaprogramor structure. Nev er theless, it can be
encour agedandnur tured.

United Meth od istshavethewill, thevi sion, theop por tu nity, and
therespon s bil ity tobead vocatesfor systemicchange. Wearecalled
tominister with all par tiesaf fected by crime: thevictim, theof fender
and thecom mu nity.

Ex pectationsarehigh for thefaith com mu nity tolead theway in
practicingrestor ativejustice. Weneed toown and ad vo cateavi son
of restor ativejustice. Weneed tobesup portivetomem ber sof the
congregationwhoarevictims, of fend ers,and their fami lies, and espe
cially tothosewhowork towardrestorationinthecriminal justice
system.

TheChurchmustini ti atemod elsof restor ativejusticewith ser vice
provid ers, pol icy mak ers,and law en forcement. Weneed towork in
part ner shipwiththecriminal justicesystemtomakeit moreopen,
accessi ble, humane, ef fective, andrehabil i tative, andlesscostly. We
need to seeour own com plicity in com mu nity break downsand inthe
racismand classism present intheen act ment and en for cement of
criminal law. Wemust alsoad vocatefor social and economicjustice
toseetherestoration and strength eningof our communi tiesIV. A
Call ToAction

AsUnited Meth od istswearecalled to:

repent of thesin wehavecom mit ted that hasfosteredretrib utive
justice;

speak prophet i callyand consistently against dehumanizationin
thecriminaljusticesystem;

establish Restor ativeJusticeasthetheologi cal groundfor minis
triesin TheUnited Meth od ist Church and to build bridgesof col lab-
orationandcooper ationtoad vancethepracticeof Restor ative
Justicewith boardsand agen cieswithin TheUnited Meth od ist
Church,withUnited Methodist and other M eth odist communions
around theglobe, with other faith com mu ni tiesin theUnited States
and wor l[d wide; and with non-profit or gani zations, and/or gov ern-
mental or gani zations;

inten sify our redemptiveministrieswith thosewhowork incrimi-
nal justice, victimsof crimeand their fami lies, thosewhoarein car-
cer atedinjailsand prisonsandtheir fami lies,and commu ni ties
traumatizedbycrime.

AttheGeneral Church Levd:

1.Restor ativeJusticeMinistriesInter-Agency Task Force:

Continueand ex pand thework of TheUnited Meth od ist Church’s
Restor ativeJusticeMinistriesthrough thelnter-Agency Task Force,
which servesastheglobal coor di natingcommitteefor criminal jus
ticeand mercy ministriesman dated by the 1996 Gen eral Con fer ence
of TheUnite?M ethodist Church, by thefol lowing:

A.Maintain and broaden thein volvement of gen eral agen ciesin
thisTask Force, including: theGen eral Board of Global Ministries
(as“lead” or “ad ministrativeagency”), theGen eral Board of Disci-
pleship,theGeneral Board of Higher Ed u cationand Ministry,the
General Board of Church and Soci ety, theGen eral Council on Minis
tries, theCoun cil of Bishops, and other rel evant agen ciesand ini tia-
tives.

B. Fulfill thesespecificfunctions:

Provideabibli cal-theologi cal basisfor arestor ativejusticeap
proachtocriminal justice.

Beacenter for resourcing, teach ing, learning, and net work ing.

Work col legially with other groupsand or gani zationswhether
they areinsideor out sdethedenomi nation, reli giousor secular, by
find ing com mon ground to bring about systemic changein thespirit
of medi ation (even when ther eisdisagreement about theologi cal ra-
tionale).

Coor dinatethetraining, net work ing,and ad vocacy for Restor ative
JusticeMinistriesof TheUnited Meth odist Church by work ingwith
jurisdictions,annual confer ences,central confer ences,districts,local
United Meth odist Churchesand their com mu ni ties.CServeasthe
primaryadvocateandinter preter of Restor ativeJusticeMinistries.

Identifyand expandcritical modelsandfacil i tatethedevel op ment
of Restor ativeJusticeMinistries, onaglobal basis, at all levelsof The
UnitedMethodist Church.

ManagetheRestor ativeJusticeMinistriesbudgetandassistin
procur ingadditional fundingfor theseministriesinstrategicloca
tions across the Church.

2. SpecificGen eral Church Agencies:

A.ldentifyandimplementdisci plinaryfunctionsthat can
strengthen TheUnited M eth od ist Chur ch’sef fectivenessinthearea
of restor ativejustice.

B. Continuetoim plement and ex pand thespecial man datesfrom
the1996 General Confer ence.

AtConfer enceand Jurisdictional Levels:

1.Supportnetworkingat annual confer ence,central confer ence,
jurisdiction, and other lev elstoex pediteprocessesof trainingandre
sourceshar ing.

2.Encour agean nual confer encestoestablishinter-agencyrestor-
ativejusticetask forcestocoor di naterestor ativejusticeministries
within their bounds, with special em phasison part ner shipwiththe
Restor ativeJusticeMinistriesInter-Agency Task For ceand thefacil-
i tationandresourcingof local churchministries.

AtthelLocal Leve:

1.En cour agelocal con gregationstoprovideadult and youth ed v
cation programsonrestor ativejustice: theory, practice, issues, mod
s, resources(utilizingcur riculumresour ces, printed and
au dio-vi sual, provided through theabovemen tioned connectional
SOUr ces).

2.Encour agecon gregationstoprovidesafespacetoen ablepeople
tosharereal experiencesof victimization,incar cer ation, or other di
rect en counter swiththecriminal justicesystemand/or restor ative
justiceprocesses.

3.Encour agecon gregationstosched ulea“ Restor ativeJustice
MinistriesSunday” togen er atedeeper awarenessby theentirecon
gregationregardingthecontrastingpar adigmsofretributivejustice
andrestor ativejustice—andtheir dif fer ent out comes.

4.Encour agecongregationstoor ganizeor formdirect ser vice
and/or ad vocacy ef fortstosup port thewor k of restor ativejustice.

5.Work withlocal ecumeni cal and/or inter faith agen ciesand other
community agen ciesto:

Conveneconsul tationsof representativesof therestor ativejustice
communitytodefinepolicy/legislativeneedsandstrategies.

En cour age/resour cecon gregationstowork onrestor ativejus
tice—work ingthroughregional judi catoriesand media.

Encour agefiniti atedi aloguewith cor rectional/criminal justicesys
temofficials.

Identify and nur turecriminal justicesystemlead ers(e.g., judges,
attor neys,war dens,police, etc.)regarding“restor ativejustice.”
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Involvelocal congregationsinministrieswithjuveniledetention
centersand domesticvi olencecenters.

Build covenant disci pleship groupsat thelocal level for restor ative
justicead vocates, aswell asfor other per sonsinvolvedinthecrimi-
nal justicesystem.

Promotevictim-of fender mediationand other restor ativejustice
processes.

Identify and develop coalitional part ner shipswithvictimsassis
tancegroups, ad vo cacy groups,jail and prison ministry groups,
ex-of fender assistancegroups, etc.

Plan andim plement strat egiesfor ad vocacy that en cour agelegis
lativesup portfor restor ativejusticeprograms.

30861-GM-R685-U
Readopt “ United States Church—China Church Relations,” p. 685

30863-GM-NonDis-O$

Dur ing the 1996-2000 Quadren nium, the Gen eral Board of Global
Ministries,inconsul tationwiththeNational Feder ationof AsanAmer i
canUnited Meth odists, established acommit teetoful fill theman dated of
the1996 Genera Confer enceonAsianAmeri canLanguageMinistry
Studi/. Thecommitteeconsisted of tworepresentativesfromeach of the
ten (10) sub-eth nic cau cusesof theAsian Amer i canUnitedMethodist
com mu nity who were elected by their own cau cuses. Staff who havere
sponsi hil i tieswithracial ethnicconcernsandministriesfromprogram
boardsand agen cieswerealsoinvited asre source per sons. Thepri mary
tasksof theAsian Amer i canLanguageMinistry Study Committeewere
to (1) research and study the needsin Asian Amer i cancommu ni ties; (2)
devel oprecommendationstoad dressthoseneeds; and (3) establish pri or
i tiesonthefunding of programsthat would begintodevelopministriesin
thecommuni tiesthat wouldreach Asian Amer i cans.

Findings

Through thisresearch and study, mem bersof thecom mit teedevel oped
thefol low ing findingsthat would help The United Meth odist Churchto
develop ministriesthat would ad dresstheneedsin Asian Amer i can com-
munities:

Thereisan ur gent need to develop new ministries, fel low ships, and
congregations. With suf fi cient resourcesand sup port, TheUnited Meth-
odist Churchcouldbegin 100new Asian Amer i cancongregations, minis
tries, and fel low shipsin the 2000-2004 Quadren nium. Thiscould be
donewith thejoint ef fort of the gen erd boards and agen cies, an nual con-
fer ences, districts, and others.

Currently, thereisashort ageof lead er shipto sup ply theministriesthat
areinexistence. Thereisaneedtobeginrecruitingandtraininglead er-
ship—ordainedclergy, loca pastors, lay missioners, lay speak ers, etc.-to
providelead er shipfor thecur rent and new ministries. Wewill need ap-
prox i mately 150-200 new lead ersto servetheseministries.

Asnew ministriesaredevel oped, lead er shiptrainingwill needtobe
ini ti atedfor thelaity. They will need to belan guage-specific so that per-
sonsarebetter ableto un der stand themessagesbeing con veyed.

EducationisextremelyimportantinAsian Ameri canimmi grant com-
mu ni ties. Wehavefound that therearefew United Meth odist cam pus
ministriesthat reach thecol legeageyouth. Many of theyoung per sonsin
our churchesdo not return &f ter col lege. Whilein col lege, they are
reached by Cam pus Cru sade and Intervarsity which arehighly or ganized
toreach Asian Amer i can young peo ple. Thereisaneed to develop strong
ministrieson many key cam puseswheretherearelarge Asian Amer i can
enrollments.

Resourcematerial that islan guage-specificfor thenewerimmi grant
communi tiesisvi tally impor tant.New languageresourceswouldinclude
evangelismmateria , Sunday School cur riculum, leader shipdevel opment
material, stew ard shipmaterial, hymnals,and other UnitedMethodistre
sources.Cur rently, material intheKoreanlanguagehasbeendevel opedto
reachtheKoreancommunity.

Thesenew ministriesarealsoin need of lead er ship that workswith
themin ad dressing the needsin the com mu nity. Thetraining and use of
community devel opersneedstobeanim por tant componentfor reaching
thecommunity.

Recommendations: Common Needsand Strat egies

TheAsianAmeri canLanguageMinistry Study Committee, inconjunc-
tionwiththeNational Feder ationof AsanAmer i canUnitedMethodists
andtheGeneral Board of Global Ministries, recommendsthefol lowing
for thequadren nium 2001-2004:

Deved opment of NewCongregations

Thesub-eth nic cau cusesare prepared towork with districts, annual
conferences, andtheGeneral Board of Globa Ministriesinestablishing
new congregations/ministries/fel low ships. Thereisanur gency toreach

thenewimmi grant communi tieswherethereareno United Methodist
languageministriesinexistence. Studieshave been con ducted by the
sub-eth nic groupsto deter minethestrategic place ment of these new con-
gregations/ministries/fel low ships. Supportisneededinor dertodevel op
strongministries. Thepotential number of new congregationstobede
vel oped islarger than there arefundsavail ablein any one placeinthe
church. Throughtheco oper ativeef fortsof al of these groups, strong vi-
tal congregationscan bedevel oped. Sub-eth nicgroupswill beaskedto
providesug gested waysthat thedevel op ment of thesenew congregations
may beaccomplished.

Recruit ment and Trainingof Pastoral and Lay L ead er ship

Inor der to devel op these new con gregations, oneof themost pressing
needsfor Asian Amer i can United Meth odistsistherecruit ment and train-
ingof languageministers. Withtheex ception of theK orean Ameri can
United Meth odist com mu nity, wherethereisanam plesup ply of lan-
guage speak ingministers, Asian Amer i can churchesareindireneed of
ministerswho can speak thenativetongue of new immi grants. A num ber
of di verseministersfluentindif fer entlanguages(suchasMandarin, Can+
tonese, Amoy/Tai wanese, Tagalog, |locano, Vietnamese, Cambodian,
Laotian, Hmong, Urdu, Hindi, Gujarati, Tel ugu, Tamil, and/or Jap anese)
areneeded to servethesecon gregations.

Thereisalsoaneedto providead equatetrainingfor thelead er shipin
thesecommu ni ties. Many of theexisting churchesareserved by local
pastors. Theselo cal pastorsneed to beprovided with ad equatetrainingin
or der to servetheir churchesand develop new con gregations. Until more
per sonsaretrained for the or dained ministry, thereisaneed to also pro-
videtrainingfor lay per sonswho can serve churcheson avol untary basis.

Devel opmentof CommunityMinistries

Immi grantcongregationshaveadif ferentsociologi cal dy namic. The
immi grant churchesareand canbeim por tant vehi clestotransmitone's
owncul tural heritagetothefol lowinggener ations. Theimmi grant
churchesarenot only faithcommunni ties, but they functionin our soci ety
asaplacewheremeaningful programsandactiv i tiestakeplace. Cul tural
activities, languageschools, af ter school programs, tutoringprograms,
citi zenshipclasses, andsocia wel fareprogramsfor newimmi grantsare
car ried out by thesefaith commu ni ties. Immi grant churchesaremost
suited to strengthen out reach ministriesandfamily ministriesand areim
portantsocia or gani zationsintheimmi grantcommunity.Loca immi
grantcongregationsprovideavi tal roleintheimmi grant community in
providingtheseser vices.

Devel opment of LanguageResour cesand M aterials

Inor derforlanguageministriestobeef fectiveand suc cessful, ade
quatelan guageresourcesneed to bedevel oped. Languagemateri alsfrom
their nativecountriesdonot reflect thedif fer ent socid settingsinthe
United Statesand are, con sequently, not useful for congregationsinthe
U.S. Asian Amer i can churchesfind that they need to de velop their own
resourcemateri asthat would ad equately cover and sup porttheir minis-
try. Wor shipresourcessuch ashymnalsandlit ur giesareneeded. Thema:
teria must beuser-friendly to the Asian Amer i can. Sunday school
materi alsdevel opedinone’ sownlanguagewithex amplesthat arefamik
iar areim por tant.

Recommendation

Thereisan ur gent need to sup port the Asian Amer i can com mu nity by
providing theresourcesthat will helpto makethedevel op ment of these
congregationsand ministriesef fective. Withtenlanguagegroups, deve-
opingnew congregationsand ministriesismorecom plex thandevel oping
the samewith sin glelan guage groups. No one agency can pro videthe
sup port that isneeded in or der to develop these new con gregations, train
new|eader ship, developoutreachministriesandnew resourcematerials.
Itwill takecol lab orativeef fortsonthepart of al lev elsof the church.

Implementation
Inor der toimplementtheAsian Ameri canLanguageMinistry, acom-

mitteewill needtobeestablished. Itisrecommendedthat thecommittee
becomposed of thefol lowing per sons/cat egories:

-Twenty (20) Asian Amer i can sub-eth nic cau cusmembers(selected by
thecau cuses)

-One (1) staff of the Asian Ameri canMinistriesOf ficeof the Gen era
Board of Globa Ministries

-One (1) staff related toracial/eth nic ministriesfrom each of thegen-
eral agen ciesof TheUnited Meth odist Church

-One (1) staff of theNationa Fed er ationof Asian Amer i can United
Methodists

-Other per sonsasneeded (to be deter mined by thecom mit tee)

‘Thecommitteewill meetannually to: 51) deter minetheministriesthat
will bedevel opedfor that cur rent year; (2) recommend funding for new
orcontinuingprojects; (3) developguidelines/under standingsfor theuse
of thefunds; (4) developreportsontheministriesthat arein pro cess; (5)
eva uateprojectsfunded; (6) recommend changesinor der toaccomplish
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thework; (7) work to sup port each other’ swork; and (8) de velop rec om-
mendationsforthefol lowingquadrennium.

TheGenera Boardof Global Ministrieswill provideadministrative
over sight of thisprogram. Annual con fer enceswill been cour aged to par-
tici pateinthedevel opment of thesenew ministries.

2001-2004 Proposed Bud get

Itisrec om mended that abud get of $1,820,000 be ap proved to sup port
thedevel opmentof new AsianAmeri cancongregations, devel opment
andtrainingof newleader ship, devel opment of community ministries,
andlanguageresourcedevel opment.

Annual ProgramExpenses. Grants/Pro grams

New Congregational Devel opment$180,000

Community Devel opment 70,000

Leader shipDevel opment 70,000

Lay men, Lay women, Y outh $40,000
Ministeria 30,000

ResourceDeve opment 60,000
Wor ship Resources Wor ship Re sources20,000
Edu cational Resources 40,000

Program Sup port Services 75,000

Administration 30,000

Consul tationEx penses45,000

$455,000

30867-GM-NonDis-O$
A.Mobilization

Asweenter thenew mil len nium, webelievethat God callsall of usto
aministry of hospi tal ity, evangelism, service, socid justice, and out reach.
Inor der torespondtothat cal, theNationa Planfor Hispanic Ministry
presentsthefol low ing strat egy to mobi lizeand equip The United Meth
odist Churchfor missioninthe2001-2004 quadren nium:

1.Annual Confer ences
a.Mission|nitiativeGrantsand Acompafiamiento

Duringthe1997-2000 quadren nium, themobi li zationof annual confer
enceshasjust be?un. Thegoal of assist inﬁ; at least 20 an nual confer ences
with apro cess of acompanamiento aswell asfi nan cial resourcesledto
thedevel opment of new ministriesandtheex pansionof others.
Acompafiamiento required annual confer encestogather andreview data,
formulateplans, and par tici pateinanongoingassessment andreview. At
least fif teen other annual con fer encesrespondedtothevi sonandarere
questingaidbeyondtheresourcesal |o cated by the 1996 General Confer-
ence. Itisex pected, therefore, that the Plan will continueto pro vide
resources, includinggrants, that will enablethepar tici patingannual con-
ferencestomobi lizetheir ownresources.

b.Confer enceCommitteeonHispanicMinistries

Whileonegoal of theNational Plan isto em power thecreation and
strengtheningof faithcommuni tiesandlocal congregations, theannua
confer encesprovidethecontextinwhich Hispanic ministriesdevelopand
grow strong, wherelead er shipisdiscov ered and devel oped, andwhere
new op por tuni tiesfor out reschandwit nessbecomeev i dent. Therefore,
thePlan callson each annua confer enceto or ganizeaConfer ence Com-
mitteeonHispanicMinistries(CCHM), or itsequiv alent, which will
over seetheim plementationof theNational Planfor HispanicMinistry
withintheconfer enceincoor di nationwiththeof ficerespons bleforim-
plementingtheNational Plan. Itisrecom mended that thiscommit teebe
com posed of per sonsrepresentingloca Hispanicministries, districtrep-
resentativesinregionswithsignifi cantHispanicpopulations,andrepre
sentativesfromthecabi netandother appropri ateconfer enceagencies.
Thecommittee’ smember shipshouldreflecttheconference’ sdi ver sity.

2.Local Congregations

a. DevelopingPlans

TheNationa Planaf firmstheunder standingthat mission beginsat the
local level. Therefore, al congregations—Hispanicor non-Hispanic—are
chal lengedto ex aminetheir communi ties, toidentify specific needsfor
ministry, and to be come cen tersof mission and evangelization with His-
panics. Congregationsthat respondtoidenti fied needscan draw sup port
fromappropri ateconfer enceenti tiesand assistancefrom %en eral agen
cies resources—includingdesigned programs—that will helpthemas
they mobi lizefor ministry.

b.Revitalizingand MobilizingHispanicL ocal Churches

Suchprogramsfor mobi lizing Hispaniclocal churches, devel oped by
theGen era Board of Disci pleship and the Gen eral Board of Global Min-
istries, arebeing tested in three con fer ences. |n the 2001-2004 quadren-
nium, regional facil i tatorswill betrainedineachjurisdiction. They will

serveasresource per sonstoassistlo cal churchesso that they may be-
comecentersof missionintheir particularcommunities.

c¢.MobilizingNon-HispanicL ocal Churchesfor HispanicMinistry

Duringthepast quadrennium, signif i cant ef fortshavebeen startedto
mo bi lizenon-Hispanic churchestobeinministry with Hispanicper sons
intheir com mu ni ties. Therehasbeen agood re sponseto these ef fortsand
anincreased number of congregationshavebecomeinvolvedindevel op-
ing new ministries. Asaresult of fiveregional con sul tationsin 1998, ori-
entationg/training events have been held with afo cuson resourcing
non-Hispanicchurchesand confer encelead ers. Resourcemateri ashave
beendevel opedtoassistthesecongregationsinunder standingthechang-
ing profileof their communi ties, thechal lengesand op por tuni tiesfor
crosscul tural ministry, and ef fectivewaysto beresponsivetotheneeds
of theHispanicpopulationintheir community. How ever, astheHispanic
populationcontinuestogrow at arapidrateand communi tiesex peri ence
theresulting cul tural shiftsand changes, the need to continuethissup-
port, net work ing and resourcefor non-Hispaniccongregationsismore
im por tant than ever tothevi tal ity and suc cessof theNational Plan. The
continuation of theseef fortsisanim por tant reminder that theplanisa
ministry of and for thewhole United Meth odist Church.

3.MobilizingL eader shipfor Mission
a. Training Clergy Leaders

With therapid growth of the His panic pop ulation and thein creased de
sireof churchesto beinministry with Hispan ics, the need for trained
clergy hasalsoin creased. Semi nariescontinueto bethetradi tional and
pri mary routefor thetheologi cal educationof most clergy. Atthepresent
time, amajor ity of Hispanic pastorsin TheUnited Methodist Churchis
trained through the Course of Study Schools, an al ter native path for theo-
logi cal education. Semi naries, Hispanicregional trainingcenters, and
conferenceinsti tutesalsoprovideupdatedtrainingfor Hispanicand
non-Hispanicministersandlocal churchleadersengagedinministry with
Hispanics. Becauseof theur gency of under girdingHispanicministry
withqual i fiedlead er ship, itiscrucial thatincentivegrants be made avail-
abletodeveloprel evant programs:

1) ToenableUnitedMethodist semi naries,incol laborationwithHis
panicregional/confer encetrainingcenters/insti tutesfor ministry tode
velop specificprogramsthat will prepareclergy for ef fectiveministry
withHispanics.

2)TostrengthenHispanicregiona/confer encetrainingcenters/insti tutes
inor dertocontinuedevel opingtrainingopportuni tiesinHispanicminis
triesfor both lay lead ersand clergy, in col lab orationwith United Meth-
odistseminaries.

3) To strengthen the Span ish-lan guage Course of Study pro gramin ac-
cor dancewiththerecommen dationsof 21998 consul tationwith Spanish
Courseof Study School per sonnel and United Methodist semi nary repre
sentatives, sponsored by theGen eral Board of Higher Edu cationand
Ministryincol laborationwiththeNational Plan Of fice.

4) Tostrengthen ef fortsto devel op recruit ment and training op por tu ni-
tiesof lay lead ersand clergy for Hispanic ministry.

b.EquippingFacilitator-Trainers

Lead er shipdeve op mentisakey component of theNational Plan. Itis
envi sioned that the plan will continuetotrainlay and clergy lead er-
ship—Hispanicand non-Hispanic—for ministrieswithHispanics. The
basiccur riculumfor thetraining of teamsof lay missionersand pas-
tor-mentors, consisting of Mod ulel and 11, will needto beup dated. Mod-
ulelll work shops, which providecontinuing ed u cationfor thesame
ministry teamsand other training op por tuni tiesfor churchlead ers, will
need to be de signed to re spond to the present and grow ing chal lenges.
National, regional,andconfer encefacil i tator-trainerswill alsoneed
on-goingtrainingfor ef fectiveleader ship.

c.Linkingwith Church-wideMission I nitiativePrograms

TheNational Planwill continuetosup port andwork incol laboration
withthechurch-widemissionini tiatives. It will ex plorespecific places
wherecommu ni tiesof shalom can co op er ateto en hancetheim pact of the
gospel inthosecom muni ties. The Planwill sup port and work jointly in
thetraining pro gramsof the Pro gram of Sub stance Abuseand Related
ViolenceandtheProgramon Restor ative JusticeMinistriesinor der to
helplay missioners, clergy, and other inter ested per sonsbecomeincreas-
ingly involved and better equipped to servein such ministries. The Plan
will aso continueitscol lab orationwiththe Shared Mission Fo cuson
Y oung People, promot ingthedevel opment of youthministries, aswell as
resourcesfor and train ing of youth and youth lead ers. Thosework ing to
establishthePlanwill seektolearnfromtheex peri encesandlessons
learned by those en gaged in Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st
Century andtheNative Amer i can Com prehen sive Plan; they will con
tinuetocooper ateinissuesof mutual inter estand concern.

d. Strengthening L ink ageswith Hispanic An nual Con fer encesand
with CIEMAL
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Fromitsinception, theNational Planhasincludedthepartici pationand
contri butionsof representativesfrom CIEMAL (theCouncil of Evangel i-
ca Meth od ist Churchesof Latin Amer icaand the Carribean) and of the
two Hispanic confer ences: the Rio Grande Con fer enceand thecon fer-
enceof theMeth odist Church of Puerto Rico. BothHispanicconferences
haveprovided lay and clergy lead er shipto other confer encesin The
United Meth odist Church that havebecomeinvolvedinministrieswith
Hispan icsas per sons have moved from one part of the United Statesto
another. Continuing Hispanic/Latinopopulationmi grationandgrowthin
theUnited Stateshasalsoin cluded per sonscoming from sister churches
inLatin America Itisvi tal tothemission of our churchwith His pan-
icg/Lati nos, throughtheNational Plan, toenablereciprocal sharingof
lead er ship, training resources, and programstrat egieswith both Hispanic
conferencesand CIEMAL. Strengthening of thoselink ageswill provide
opportuni tiesfor moreef fectivecoor di nationof thepro cessesinvolvedin
recruit mentanddepl oy ment of per sonnel.

B.Support
1. Commit mentsof Gen eral AgenciesSup portingtheMission
a.General Board of Disci pleship

-Col laboratewiththeGenera Board of Global Ministriestorevita ize
andmohi lizeloca churchesfor ministry with Hispanicsby theproduc-
tion of resourcesandtraining pro gramsfor lo ca churchlead ers. Thisis
tobedoneunder thedi rection of theCommit teeon Hispanic Ministries.

-Continueupdatingcurriculumforthetrainingof lay missionersand
pastor-mentor teams, and develop Mod ulel 1 work shopsfor theseteams
and other churchlead ersabout topicssuch asministriesfor chil drenand
withyouth, stew ard ship, liturgy andmusic.

-Continueupdat ingthetrainingof national andregiond facil i ta:
tor-train ersso they can lead work shopsfor lay mission ersand pas-
tor-mentorsmoreef fectively.

-Designand produceresourcemateri asandtrainingprogramstoassist
non-Hispanicchurchesinministry withHispanics,incol laborationwith
theCommitteeon HispanicMinistriesand other genera agencies.

-Produceguidelinesand sup port systemsinannual confer encesfor the
recruitment, training, assign ment, and sup port of lay missioner and pas-
tor-mentorteamsinHispanicministries.

-Col laboratewiththeCommit teeon Hispanic Ministriesand other gen-
eral agen ciestodesign, test, and per fect model pro gramsand re sourcesto
respondtoidenti fied needsinimplementingtheNational Plan.

b.Gen eral Board of Church and Soci ety

-Continuetoreviseand develop Mod ulel 11 work shopsfor lay mission
ersand pastor men tor teamsand other church lead ersin cluding sub stance
abuse,immi gration, domesticvi olence, restor ativejustice, and other criti
cal issues, under thedi rection of theCommitteeonHispanicMinistries.

-Designand produceresourcemateri alsandtraining programstoassist
non-Hispanicchurchesinministry withHispanicsincol laborationwith
theCommitteeon HispanicMinistriesand other genera agencies.

-Col laboratewiththeCommitteeonHispanic Ministriesand other gen-
eral agen ciesto design, test, and per fect mode! pro gramsand re sourcesto
respondtoidenti fied needsinimplementingtheNationa Plan.

c.General Boardof Higher Edu cationandMinistry

- Provideaprocess,incol laborationwiththeCommitteeonHispanic
Ministries, toaward grantsto United Meth odist semi nar iessothey may
developprogramincentiveinconjunctionwithregional and confer ence
Hispanictrainingcenters/insti tutes, specificclergy leader shipprograms,
trainingop por tuni ties, andresourcesfor ministry withHispanics, based
ontheguidelinesdevel opedby theCommitteeonHispanicMinistries.

-Fol low upthe 1998 con sul tation onthe Spanish-lan guage Courseof
Study Schools,im plementitsrecommendations, and continueto assess
itsprogressandef fectiveness.

-Designprogramsand resourcestorecruit and cul ti vate His panic per-
sons, with specid at tention to youth/young adults, for the or dained and li-
censedministry (deacons, € ders,local pastors).

-Designprogramsand resourcestorecruit and cul ti vatenon-Hispanic
per sonsfor theor dainedand|i censed ministry (deacons, € ders, loca pas
tors) toserveinHispanicministries.

Cog tinuetoreviseand developMod ulelll work shopsfor lay mission
ers an

pastor-mentor teamsand other churchlead ers, includingtheretool ing
of clergy, campusministry, Christianvo cationsand mentoring, as
needed, tore spond to new and ongoing chal lenges.

-Designand produceresourcemateri asandtraining programstoassist
non-Hispanicchurchesinministry withHispanics,incol laborationwith
theCommitteeon HispanicMinistriesand other general agencies.

-Continuetoex plorea ter nativeap proachesfor recruit ment andreten+
tionof Hispanicstudentsininsti tutionsof higher education.

-Col Iaboratewiththe Committeeon Hispanic Ministriesand other gen-
eral agen ciesto design, test, and per fect model pro gramsand re sourcesto
respondtoidenti fied needsinim plementingtheNational Plan.

d.General Board of Global Ministries

-Provide asystem of acompafiamiento and resourcegrantsassistingan-
nual confer encestorespondtostrategicop por tuni tiesfor mission, based
ontheguidelinesdevel opedincol laborationwiththeCommitteeonHis
panicMinistries.

-Col laboratewiththeGeneral Boardof Disci pleshipintherevitd iza
tionandmobi li zationof local churchesfor ministry withHispanics,and
producethenec essary resourcesandtraining programsfor local church
leaders.

-Continuetorecruit, train, place, and sup port missionar iestoimple
ment theNational Planfor Hispanic Ministry inannual confer encesinac
cor dancewiththe Board' sguide linesand pro ce dures, Thegod isto have
no lessthan 50full-timecom missioned mission ar iesin placeby theend
of thequadrennium.

-Continuetoreviseand developMod ulel Il work shopsfor lay mission
ersand

pastor-men tor teamsand other church lead ers, asneeded, to re spond to
new andongoingchal lenges,includingthedevel opment of community
andoutreachministries,community organizing,immi gration,andrestor
ativejusticeincol laborationwithother agenciesunder thedi rection of
theCommitteeonHispanicMinistries.

-Designandproduceresourcemateri als,includingdemographicsand
instrumentsfor researchand community anal y sis, aswell astraining pro-
?ramsto assist non-Hispanic churchesinministry with Hispanics, incol-
aborationwithother general agenciesunder thedi rectionof the
CommitteeonHispanicMinistries.

-Col laboratewith other generd agencies, under thedi rection of the
Committeeon Hispanic Ministries, todesign, test, and per fect model pro-
gramsandresourcesfor respondingtoidenti fied needsinimplementing
theNational Plan.

e. TheUnited Meth odist Pub lishingHouse
-Continuetoprovidethenecessary Spanishandbi lingual curriculum
resourcesforfaithcommuni ties, local congregations, and churchschools.
-Continueto pro duce other resourcesin Englishinor dertoassistal

churchesto re spond to and be comeen gaged in Hispanic ministries.

-Continuetoconsultandcol laboratewiththeCommitteeonHispanic
MinistriesandtheGenera Board of Disci pleshipindevel opingresources
forHispanicministries.

-Developamar keting strat egy that in creasestheavail abil ity and useof
theseresourcesin consul tationwiththe CommitteeonHispanicMinis
tries.

2.National Structurefor Mission

a.National Officeand Coor dinator

Anessentia com po nent of theNational Planfor HispanicMinistry, ap-
provedin 1992 and 1996, isanationa com mit teeand an of fice headed by
acoor di nator. Thisiscrucia becauseof thePlan’ scomprehensivenature,
themul ti plicity of requiredresourcesfromthevar i ousgenera agencies,
theneedto co or di natethework of the gen eral agen cies, and thein creased
aware nessand responseof thechurch. Theco or di nator istowork withall
thegeneral agen ciesand annual con fer encesof thechurch, under thedi-
rection of theCommit teeon Hispanic Ministries, todevelopand
strengthen the com po nents of the National Plan.

Werecommendthat theof ficeand thepo s tion of co or di nator becon-
tinued.

b.CommitteeonHispanicMinistries

Werec ommend that for the2001-2004 quadren nium the Com mit teeon
HispanicMinistries—tomeet at | east onceayear, with subcommit tees
and task forces as needed—con tinue with the cur rent num ber of 18 mem-
bers, toin cludethefol lowing:

-Two bish opsnamed by the Coun cil of Bishops, at tending with funds
fromtheEpisco pal fund

-Onerepresentativefrom, and named by, MARCHA (Metodistas
Asociados Representando la Causa His pano-Americana)

-Onerepresentativefrom, and named by, CIEMAL (Consgo de
Iglesias Evangelicas Metodistas de América Latinay € Caribe)

-Onerepresentativefrom, and named by, theRio Grande Confer ence

-Onerepresentativefrom, and named by, the Iglesia Metodista de
Puerto Rico

-Oneelected board/coun cil mem ber each from the Gen eral Boards of
Disci pleship, Churchand Soci ety, Higher EducationandMinistry,and
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Global Ministries; and the Gen eral Council of Ministries(or itsequiv alent), all to be B.Trainingprograms: 250,000
selected and funded by their respectiveagencies. 1.Lay missioners/pastor-mentors
-Up to seven at-large mem bersselected by the Com mit teeon Hispanic 2.Regional/national facilitators
Ministries, with caretakenintheir selectionthat thecommitteeasa IV.Program Support Ser vicesand Administration__450,000

wholereflectstheconstit uency of TheUnited Methodist Church, includ-
inggender, age, laity andclergy, lay missioner and pastor-mentor, His-
panicandnon-Hispanic,andjurisdictional inclusiveness

-Inaddi tiontocommitteemembers, onerepresentativeeachfromthe
General CommissiononReli gionand RaceandtheGeneral Commission
onthe Statusand Role of Women invited to com mit teemeet ingsasmon i-
tors; likewise, tofacil i tatecommuni cation, arepresentativefromUnited
Methodist Commissionon Communi cationsandanother fromtheGen-
eral Board of Publi cations, all four to befunded by their re spective agen-
cies.

c¢.Functionsof theCom mit teeon HispanicMinistries

1) Tosetpol icy anddi rectionfor thedevel opment,implementation,
moni toring, andeval uationof theNational Planfor HispanicMinistry.2)
Tocol Iaborateinthedevel opment of guidelinesand programsfor His-
panicministrieswiththegenera agencies, semi naries, annual confer-
ences, trainingcenters, andothersresponsi bleforimplementing
compo nentsof theNationa Plan.

3) Tocoor di natere sponsesto the plan of all gen eral agen ciesand an
nual conferences.

4) Tomoni tor and assistintheeval uationof programsin Hispanicmin-
istriesby thegeneral agenciesandannual confer ences.

5) Togivedi rection and sup port to the Of fice of theNationa Plan.

6) Toundertakeprogramini tiativesinresponsetoidenti fied needsin
collaborationwiththegeneral programagencies, seminaries, training
centers, andannual confer ences, includingfi nal approva of thedistri bu-
tion of grant fundsal |o cated to the plan.

7) Topromoteand sup port thenec essary research onissuesaf fecting
the Hispanic com mu nity and themission of thechurchinthat com mu-
nity.

8) Toreporttothe2004 General Confer ence.

3.General Church Sup port for thePlan

a.Quadrennial Request

Werecommend and request that the2000 Gen eral Confer enceap prove
3,200,000 for theim plementation of theNationa Planfor Hispanic Min
istry during the2001-2004 quadrennium, a locatingittothegeneral pro-
gramboardsinconsul tationwiththeCommitteeonHispanicMinistries.
Thefundsal lo cated to the agen ciesthrough the plan, ex cept those desig-
nated for the Of fice of the Co or di nator of theNational Plan and the Com-
mitteeon HispanicMinistries, shall beusedfor programini tiativesto
strengthenand sup portlocal churchesandannual conferenceministries
withHispanics.

b. Staff Per son

Inor der toful fill thefunction of theCommitteeonHispanicMinistries,
an Of ficeof theNationa Plan shall becontin ued with onefull-timeunen
cumbered ex ecutivestaff per son, administratively placedwithintheGen
era Board of Globa Ministriesunder thedi rection of theCommitteeon
HispanicMinistries. Theex ecutivestaff isselected by theGeneral Board
of Global Ministriesinconsul tationwiththe CommitteeonHispanic
Ministries, and functionswithintheper sonnel pal i ciesof theBoard.

¢. Fi nan cial Resour cesand Pro posed Bud get for 2001-2004

A por tion of thepro gramini tiativesout linedinthe National Planshall
befunded through the bud getsof thevar i ous%en erd agen ciesand gov-
erningbodiesof TheUnitedMethodist Church, includinglocal congrega
tions, annual confer ences, and others. Thiscontri butionandfull
partici pationby all isessentid totheim plementation of theplan. Thefol
lowingquadrennia budget reflectsthemajor programini tiativesof the
National Planfor Hispanic Ministry for the2001-2004 quadren nium:

Proposed Bud get for 2001-2004

I.Mission|nitiativeResour cesfor Annual Confer ences$1,700,000
(53.13%)

A. Resources: grants$1,500,000
B. Resources: Acompafiamiento 200,000
C.Inter pretationandadministration (in-kindby GBGM)

I1.Engagement of Local ChurchestobeCentersof Mission
300,000 (9.38%)

A.Congregational mobilization $170,000

B. Ori entation of non—Hispaniclead ers 100,000
C.Materidsandresources 30,000
I11.Equippingfor Mission 750,000 (23.44%)
A.Programincentivegrants:

seminaries/centers  $500,000

(14.6%)
A.Nationa committee: committee,
subcommit tees, andtask forces
B. National of ficeand per sonnel
1. Personnel coordi nator, supportstaff, consul tant
2.Benefitsandtravel
3.0ffice

Total$3.200.000 (100%)

Werecommendthat thesefundsbeal o catedtothegeneral program
boardsac cordingtotheresponsi bil i tiesassignedto each, withfi nal al lo-
cationstobedeter mined by theCommitteeonHispanicMinistries
throughthe General Council of Ministriesin con sul tationwiththegen-
eral programboards, ap prox i mately asfol lows:

Proposed Bud get Al locationstoGen eral Program Boar dsfor
2001-2004

|.General Board of Disci pleship$ 280,000 (8.75%)

I1.General Board of Churchand Society 50,000 (1.56%)

I11.General Board of Higher EducationandMinistry 580,000
(18.13%)

A.Programinitiativegrants ~ $ 500,000 (15.63%)

B.Program 80,000 (2.5%)

1V.General Board of Global Ministries

A.Missionini tiativeresources:

annud conferencegrants 1,500,000 (46.87%)

B.Program 340,000 (10.63%)

C.Programsupportandadministration 450,000 (14.06%)

Total $3.200.000 (100%)
All a lo cated fundsthrough the National Planfor HispanicMinistry
shall bedesignated assep aratelineitemswithinthegen eral agencies.

AdvanceSpecial

Wefur ther recommendthat theNational Planfor HispanicMinistry be
sup plemented withtherenewal and continu ation of theNational Chal
lengeFundfor HispanicMinistries, aGeneral AdvanceSpecia. The
fund’ spur posewill beto sup port thedevel op ment of congregational and
community ministriesinHispaniccommuni tiesthrough out theUnited
States. TheGenera Board of Globa Ministries,incol laborationwiththe
CommitteeonHispanicMinistries, shdl revisetheexistingguidelinesas
needed.

C.ARecommendationinClosing

Werequestthat theGeneral Confer enceand TheUnitedMethodist
Church at-large join usin thanksgiving for what God isdo ing in our
midst, and in prayers that we may be equal to the task set be fore usaswe
beginanew mil len nium. To God bedll praiseand glory!

$2,290,000 (71.56%)

30901-FO-304.3-D
Amend 304.3:

30905-HE-315.9-D
Amend 315.9.h:

What isyour under standing of humanity,thecon cept and activity of
evil, and the hu man need for di vine grace?

30907-HE-331.1-D
Amend 331.1.i:

Toper formthemar riagecer emony . .. inac cor dancewith thelaws of
the state and The United Meth od ist Church , with theex cep tion that
cer emoniesthat cel ebratehomosexual unionsmay beconducted by
con sent ing cler gy, when at least two-thir dsof themem berspresent at
thean nual char gecon fer encehavevoted toper mit such cer emonies.

30910-HE-332.5-D
Amend 332.5.;
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All clergy of The United Meth od ist Church are charged to maintain all
confi dencesinviolate,includingconfessional confi dences,in cluded but
not limited totheir spouses.

30917-HE-351.1-D
Amend 351.1b, second subparagraph:

Theadministrativereview committee(para. 634) shal ensurethat the
disci plinary proceduresforinvol untary leaveof absencewereproperly
fol lowed and that thegroundsfor thisactionwereprop erly ver i fied
and sup port theaction. Thepastor shall then havetheright of ap peal
totheJurisdictional Ap pel late Com mit tee(JCDs799and 830) within
30daysof therul ingof thead ministrativereviewcommittee. Theen-
tireprocessleadingtotherecommendationforinvol untary leaveof ab-
senceshall bereviewed by thead ministrativereview committee, andit
shall reportitsfindingsto theclergy session of membersinfull connec
tionwiththeannual confer ence.

30927-CO-405-D
Add new text to 405.2 and renum ber ac cord ingly:

2. Ifachangeinjurisdictional mem ber ship causesareductionin
thenum ber of bish ops, that ju risdiction shall haveonefull quadren
niumtoadjusttothereduction.

3.Incentra confer ences. ..
Amend 405.3 to read 4999 2000

30935-CO-507-D
Amend 507:

Peti tionstoGeneral Conference—Any or gani zation (ex clud ingger+
eral church agen cies), or dained minister, or. ..

31081-FO-65.3D

1165 (J)

Retainthisparagraph of theDisci plineinitsentirety
31082-FO-NonDis-O

Op pose any changesin The Book of Disci plinethat would grant ap-
proval of par tia-birth abor tion.

31083-FO-NonDis-O
Retainlanguagein BOD onthesanctity of theun born child.

31158-FA-610.14-D
Amend Paragraph 610.14 by deleting*“and risk man agement.”
Add anew paragraph af ter 610.14:

Tocooper atewiththeGen eral Coun cil on Fi nanceand Ad minis-
trationinor der toprovidelead er ship,training,and en cour agement
inthear easof churchbus nessad ministrationfor individualsand or-
gani zationsof theUnited Meth od ist Church by: 1) distrib utingin for-
mationregardingcer tifi cationasachurchbus nessadministrator,
and 2) listinginthecouncil’sreport tothean nual con fer encethe
namesof per sonscer ti fied aschur ch busi nessad ministratorsbythe
General Council onFinanceand Ad ministrationwhoareemployed
withintheboundsof thean nual con fer ence.

31169-GJ722-D

Delete [722; GCFA no lon ger main tainsthe stan dardsand guidelines
previouslyrequired.

31179-FA-820-D
Delete820; thefund nolonger exists.

31180-FA-822-D

Delete 1822; there hasbeen no Missiona Pri or ity Fund for sev eral qua
drennia, andtheGeneral Confer encewould haveauthor ity toestablish
suchafundwithout aspecificdisci plinary paragraph.

31185-FA-830.2-D
Delete 1830.2.

31238-DI-647.1-D

Amend paragraph 647.1asfol lows:

Ineachannual confer encethere may shall be a confer encecouncilon
youngadult ministry. Its pur pose shall be to strengthen the young adult
ministry inthelocal churchesand districtsof thean nual confer ence. For
administrativepur poses, thecouncil shall berelatedtothean nua confer-
encecouncil onministriesor aiterrate other structuretoprovidefor
thesefunctionsand main tain theconnectional relation ships.

31243-G}714.1-D
Delete 1714.1

31383-GM-NonDis-O

Whereas, Bread for the World (BFW) establishedin 1974, isa
non-profit, non-par ti san Christianciti zen'smovementwhich per formsa
uniqueand criti cal rolewithinthefaith com mu nity by work ingto erad i-
cate hun ger from theface of the earth by using their net work of thou-
sandsof o cal churchesacrossAmericatolobby e ected of fi cialson
be haf of peo plewho don’t have enough to eat; and

Whereas, BFW’ smain cam paignisanannual nationwide* Of fer ing of
Letters,” whichnot only provideschurch memberswiththeop por tunity
towritemembersof Congresscon cerninghunger relatedissues, but also
enablescongregationstoincor porateintotheirwor shipex peri ence, their
passionatecon cernsfor thosethat arestarv ing and suf fer ing frommal nu-
trition; and

Wheress, the United Meth od ist Church, along with more than 45 de-
nomi nationsand churchagencies, gener ously supportsBFW, andinfact,
theUnited Meth odist Churchhasa25year history of col laborationwith
BFW’ sfight against theroot causes of both global and do mestic hun ger.
BFW hassaid that, “[1t] owesmuch to Meth odism'’ shistoric com mit ment
tosocial justiceand activecon cernfor the poor and down trod den. John
Wesley'sconvictionthat ‘theworldismy par ish’ isat the heart of
BFW’swork,”

Therefore, beit resolved that theUnited Meth odist Churchen cour age
itsmem bersto sup port Bread for theWorld, and urgeall lo cal churches
tocel ebrateanannual “ Of fering of Let ters,” for aslong asGod' schil dren
gohungry.

31386-FO-NonDis-O

All schoolsand teach ersap proved for teaching United Meth od ist min
istersbereviewedtoinsurethat theDisci plineisbeingup held.

31453-HE-306.5-D

Amend 306 by mov ing the con tent of foot note2 toasub paragraphto
fol low 4(f):

5.1n adopt ing the state mentsin 19304.2 and 306.4f . . . aswerec-
ommend, examine, and elect can di datesfor theor dained ministry
and confer encemem ber ship. SeeJudi cial Council Deci sion 480.

31519-1C-530.1-D
Amend 530.1:
There may shall beajurisdictional ...

31585-1C-2103.11-D

Add anew sub paragraph to the end of 2103.11:

In casethereareany resourcesor ener giesleft af ter ad dressingall
theaboverespon s bili ties,thecom mission shall been cour aged toex-
ploretherelation shipsbetween spir i tual giftsand women inthe Bi-
ble.

31676-FO-68-D

Deletelast sen tence of 68F, add in stead We ac knowl edgethat Chris
tiansdisagreeontheissueof captia punish ment.

31687-FA-NonDis-O

Whereas, the GCFA hastherespon s bil ity to en surethat no United
Meth odist fundsare spent in any man ner that would pro motetheac cep-
tanceof homosexuality; and

Wheresas, thispo si tion hasbeen af firmed by action of the Judi cial
Council (Deci sion665); and

Whereas, numer ousUnited Meth odist fundsareun der thecontrol of
the GCFA, onebeing the Episco pal Fund, fromwhich thebish opsare
paid; and
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Wheress, bish opsare paid with United Meth od ist fundsand if their
words, actionsor deedspromotetheac ceptanceof homosexuadl ity, the
GCFA hasthe duty to stop such funds being used in this man ner; and

Whereas, GCFA fail ureto per form thisduty can be con strued asbeing
aparty inthemisappropri ationof funds,

Therefore, beit resolved that the 2000 Gen eral Confer enceinstruct the
GCFA, that per provi sionsin—806.12, theref er enceto“ United Meth od
istfunds’ includes all United Meth odist fundsand doesin cludethesa a
riespaidto United Meth od ist bish ops, activeor retired.

31693-FA-NonDis-O
ArecommendationtotheGenera Conference:

| recom mend that those por tions of the Connectional Pro cessTeamre
port whichenvi sionthecreation of aGloba Confer enceandwhichimply
that thepresent General Confer encewouldbecomeinef fectaCentral
Confer encefortheUSA berejected.

Retionale:

Asmuch asit may pain usto ad mit it, the United Meth od ist Churchisa
“national” Church of the USA. Itisnot aworld church like the Ro man
CatholicChurch. Noother Christiandenomi nation, or family, centered
in the United States or in any other part of the world hastried to im ply
that themerefact that it hascon stit uent daughter di vi Sionsover seasgives
it themoral au thor ity to con ti tuteit self aworld church. One should note
that theL ambuth Confer enceisnot aworld Angli candenomi nation, itis
afrater nd or gani zationof Angli can churches, the samemay besaid of
var i ousinter national Orthodox Conferences,andLutheranbodies.

Itisthe height of ar ro gancefor usto pretend that we arein fact aworld
church. How much better it would be for usto strengthen the global
char acter of theWorld Meth odist Confer enceif in deed wewishtofur ther
total Methodistworldout reach, cooper ationand thesenseof Method-
ism’ sworldwidechar acter.

If, to some, it makeslit tle sensefor usto par ent di vi sionsover sess, et
usenter into missional com pactsand con cor datsto strengthen them, and
grant themtheir in depend ence; if in deed thisiswhat isneeded to clear up
any lingeringsenseof USecclesia imperi al ism.

My suspi cionisthat some of our over seasbranches should in deed be
on their own and some may wish to remain our “chil dren”. Let the
choice betheirsand let usal co op er ate through the World Methodis
Council.

Philip M. Niblack, Clergy mem ber
MOEsast Conference

31731-GM-NonDis-O

Whereas, many soci etiesareintol er ant of reli giouspeople, and deny
them hu man rights; and

Wheress, ac cordingtotheU.S. StateDepart ment, thegov ern mentsof
g\%ar 60 nationsaround theworld con donetheper secutionof Christians;

Whereas, thepeoplecalled Methodist havetradi tionally takenthelead
inopposinginjustice,intol eranceandbigotry; and
Whereas, Meth odistsbelieveinthe power of prayer;

Thereforebeit resolvedthat the United Meth odist congregationsob
servean Inter national Day of Prayer for the Per se cuted Church each No-
vem ber, thefirst to be ob served on Nov. 12, 2000;

Beit fur ther re solved that through our ear nest prayerswe may grow in
our sense of unity with Christians around the world and be come more
aware of the needs of our broth ersand sisters and the prob lemsthey may
encounter becauseof modernreli giousper secutionandsuf fering.

31733-CS-NonDis-O

Whereas, newspapersreport that sci entistsareusinghumanembryo
cellsfor research; and Whereas, thepubliclearnsabout sci entificstudies
only af ter they have been per formed, Therefore, beit resolved that The
United Meth odist Churchform an ethicsob ser vation team with theduty
toensurethansci entificruleswhichspecifi cally forbidhumancloningor
mix ing hu man stem cellswith ani mal or humanem bryosbestrictly up-
held.

31744-DI-NonDis-O

Wheresas, the United Meth od ist Church hastaken thepo si tion that the
practiceof homosexual ityisincompati blewith Christianteaching,

Whereas, there are voiceswithin the United Meth od ist Church that are
sendingamessagethat isconflictingwiththisposi tioninthefol lowing
man ner: Teaching that scripturessuch asLeviti cus18:22, 20:13, and
Romans6:9, 10 arenot rel evant toto day’ sso ¢i ety and can beig nored and

clamingtheonly way to minister to aper sonaisto say he/sheistofol-
low thislifesytle be cause aper son can not changefromthislife style, and

Wheress, there are both clergy and laity who want to minister to these
per sonswho want out of thislife style or do not want to start inthislife-
style, and

Whereas, thesci entificevi dencethathomosexual ityishi ologi cal was
discreditedby sci entistsfromtheDepartment of Clini ca Neurologi ca
Sci encesat theUni ver sity of West ern Ontario and the De part ment of Ge:
neticsat Stanford Medi cal School, and

Whereas, thelifestyleof homosex uad ity runsinconflict withtheHoly
Scrip tureswhich state“ that God cre ated them maleand fe male”
(Gen.1:27) and “ God saw all that He had made and it was good”
(Gen.1:31). WeasUnited Meth od istsvalue hu man life and health; the
lifestyleof thepracticinghomosex ual posesseri oushealthrisks, not only
totheindi vidual, but alsofor soci ety asawhole. That concernisre
flectedinthefol low ingfactsabout thehomosex ud lifestyle.

a. Partsof thebody not created for sex ua activ ity arebeingused as
sex or gansfor sex ual activi tiesbetween part ners;

b. Therectumwasnot created asasex or gan becausethesinglelay ered
wall issubject torup tureand tear ing. The use of therec tum asasex or-
ganinvolvescon tact with hu man feceswhich car rieswith it ahigh risk of
contactingsuchdiseasesashepati tisA, hepati tisB, Kapos’ ssar coma,
anal car ci noma, andotherrectal infections,

¢. Themouth wasnot cre ated asasex or gan be causeit wascreated to
takein nour ish ment for the body, to help with breath ing, and to be used
inoral commu ni cation. Theuseof themouth asasex or ganinvolves
contact with body ex cretionsfrom uri nary functionswhich car rieswithit
thehighrisk of contracting such diseasesasgon or rheaof the phar ynx
(Pharyngeal Gnorrhea) andvari ousintesti nal diseases;

d. A review of research hasshown that thereisno evi dence at present
tosubstanti atethat bi ologi cal factorsarethepri mary basesfor sex ual
ortientation, and

Whereas, there are per sonswho are strug gling with feel ingsand do not
want tofol low thislifestylebut are being con fused by the mixed mes-
sages, and

Whereas, thereareper sonswhoarepresently practicinghomosex uals
who do not want to stay in thislife style but are being con fused by mixed
messages, and

Whereas, God has of fered ames sage of love and hopeto any onewant-
ing to bedeliv ered from bond age of any kind (Luke 4:18, 19 and Isa
61:1, 2), and

Wheress, thereisev i dencethat per sonscanbedeliv ered fromthelife-
styleof homosexud ity; and

Whereas, God hasraised up ministriescan beused such asEx odus|In-
ternational,Homosex ual Anony mous, Transforming Congregations, Na
tional Associ ationfor Researchand Ther apy of Homosexua ity, First
StoneMinistries, EagleWingsMinistries, LivingHopeMinistires, Cross-
over Ministries, etc.

Thereforebeit resolvedthat theGeneral Confer enceadopt aresolution
that di rectstheBoard of Disci pleshipto createandim plement aproactive
programthat car riesames sage of love and hopeto those per sonswho
seek toleaveor not start thepracticeof homosex ua ity. Thisprogram
shouldin cludethefol low ing: 1) Scrip ture-based material that can beused
inministering; 2) printed material that can begivento people; 3) study
guidetobeappli cabletothematerid; 4) requirement that all clergy take
traininginthisareaof ministry.

31759-DI-NonDis-O

Christ masisoneof themost sig nif i cant and cel ebrated seasonsof the
Christiancal endar year. AsChristianswecel ebratenot only theincar na
tionandbirth of JesusChrist, but wealso cel ebratetheantici pation of
Christ’sSecond Coming. Tradi tion hasmarked thebeginning of this
celebratory seasonwiththefirst Sunday of Advent. Thecel ebration con-
tin ueswith Christ mas and endswith the Epiph any.

Over theyearsthetradi tiona Christ masseason hasbe comeatimeof
gift-givingandtherefore, amajor shop ping season and eco nomic boost to
retail ersev ery where. Asem phasisby bus nesseshasbecomemoreand
moresignifi cantinour soci ety, and busi nesssuc cesshasbecomean eco-
nomicindi cator of our times, retail ershavegrad ually ex tended their ad-
ver tisingandbus nessstrat egiesuntil Chrismtashasbecomesynony mous
with onelong continuoussaleand salespromotionbeginninginlate Sep-
tember and early October. Thisactionhasgonelargely unop posed, | be-
lieve, becauseof agen eral fear of economicdepressionand
unemploy ment. Thisprolongedadver tissmentandcommer cial izationof
the Christ masseason detractsfromthetruemeaning of thecel ebration
anddesensdi tizesthegeneral populationand Christian peopletotheim
por tanceand themystery of thein car nationandthetradi tional Christmas
holidy. Out of adesiretorestorethe Ad vent, Christ mas, and Epiph any
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seasontoitstradi tional reli gioussignif i canceandimpor tancewithinthis
cul ture, thefol lowingresolutionissubmittedfor consider ationby the
2000 Generd Confer enceof theUnited Meth odist Church.

Wheress, thetime of Ad vent, Christ masand Epiph any isone of the
mostsignifi cantof all reli giouscel ebrations; and

Wheresas, thecommer cial ization of theseason hasbeendet ri mental to
thegen erd atti tudesof peopleev ery wheretowardthemystery andcel e
bration of theac tua pur pose of the Christ masseason; and

Whereas, no other major reli gioushol i day of any faithiscommer cial-
izedinany similar manner; and

Wheress, the United Meth od ist Churchisoneof thelarg est Christian
denomi nationsintheworld and hasinfluenceon many peo plethrough
their congregations, busi nessesowned and man aged by mem bersof their
congregations, politi cal influenceof their congregations, and sheer buy-
ing power, andthereforeinfluence, of theirmembers;

Thereforebeit resolved that the United Meth od ist Church will en cour-

eitsmembersto ex presssup port and en cour agement for busi nesses
who honor and respect thetradi tional Christ masseason, will encour age
busi nessestoelimi natetheir Christ masadver tisingpromotionsand sales
prior to the Ad vent season and that sales prior to thetime of Ad vent will
not betied with the Christ mas season of im ages, and will discour ageand
ex pressop posi tiontobusi nessesthat per sistinactivi tiesthatdi minishthe
tradi tional reli giousim por tanceof thishol i day seasonandencour ageac
tivi tiesthat promoteresponsi bil ity andrespecttowardreli giousoccasions
honoredwithintheir community.

31764-FA-NonDis-O$

TheNational Feder ationof AsanAmeri canUnitedMethodists
(NFAAUM) submitsthispeti tioninsup port of theReport, Recommenda:
tions, and Funding re quest in the amount of $3.2million for the
2001-2004Quadrennium.

31769-CS-R473-U

Addanew sub paragraphto* Rightsof Workers, I1. Char acteristicsof
thelnter national Economy,” Bookof Resolutions, p.474

Becauseof capital istglobal ization, mul ti national companiescompete
with each other on aworld wide scale. Thishasen cour aged third world
countireslikethe Phil ip pinesand thosein south east Asiato of fer skilled
yet cheap labor by practicing contractualizationand
sub-contractudization. Un der this scheme, work ersarehired and are
asked to sign acon tract for 3 or fivemonths. Af ter the con tract hasex-
pired, theworker isel ther asked to leave or sign an other con tract. Con-
tractua employ ees, soknownascasuals, arenot cov ered by col lective
bar gaining agreement of thelo cal union becausehe/sheisnot amember.
Only regular em ploy eeshecomemem bersof union, andinthePhil ip-
pines, one hasto be an em ployeefor at least 6 monthsin acom pany in
or der to beac cepted asareg ular worker. Casualsdo not receivebo nuses,
other cashbenefits, social security, mini mumwage, and security of em-
ploy ment, among other things.

Sub-contractingissimilartocontractualization. Manufacturingcompa
nieswork with sub-con trac torswho, in turn, hire contractualized em ploy-
ees. Themain com pany pro videsthesub-contractor withraw materi as,
and the sub-contractor’ stem porary work ersdotheirjob usu dly in sweat-
shopcondi tionswithout thelegal benefitsof regularwork ers. Besides
that, they are paid very low wages. Itissad that some United Meth od ist
busi nesspeo pleareinvolvedintheseunfair labor practices.

Thesepracticesared lowed by gov ern ment and must be stopped. The
adoption of thisamend mentintheresolutionfor “ Rightsof Workers’
will helpusUnited Meth odistsin the Phil ip pinestolobby against this
scheme with the moral back ing of our church.

D.Bigand small industriesin devel opingcountries,inan ef fort to
at tract in vestor swith cheap labor, practicecontractualization and
sub-contractualization which are schemesto deny work erssocial se-
curity benefits, mini mumwage, security of tenure, and mem ber ship
inaunion.

31773-CS-NonDis-O

TheUnited Meth odist Church callsupon Congresstorepea Section
5106i of Ti tle 42 of the United States Code, which states:

“Noth ing in this subchapter and subchapter |11 of this chap ter shall be
construed asestablishingaFed era requirement that apar entor legal
guardianprovideachild any medi ca ser viceor treat ment against thereli-
giousbeliefsof thepar entorlegal guardian...”

WhiletheFed eral Child AbusePreventionand Treat ment Act requires
Statesinthegrant programtoin cludefail ureto provideneeded medi cal
careintheir def i ni tionsof child neglect, Con gressen acted theabovereli-
giousex emptiontotherequirementin1996. Thereli giousex emption

discrimi natesagainst aclassof chil dren, depriving them of protectionsto
which other chil drenareenti tled. Many chil dren havedied or suf fered
per manentinjury becausetheir par entsbelievedthat thelaw al lowed
themtowithhold medi cal careonreli giousgrounds.

Call ingfor repedl of thefederad reli giousex emptionisconsistentwith
Resolution8304, Necessary Medi cal Carefor Children, adopted by the
lowaMethodist Confer encein1991:

Whereas, we ac knowl edgethat spirit and flesh arenot enemiesbut are
both blessed by God. Thus, medi cdl careisagift of God, amir acleof re
search and love brought through God' s grace and love and hu man com-
passionand dedi cationtodoinggood, and

Whereas, sev eral chil dren havediedinrecent yearsbecauseof reli-
giousbeliefsagainst medi cal care, and

Whereas, our courtshavecon sistently ruled that freedomof reli gion
doesnot ex tendto d low ing harmto cometo oth ers;

Therefore, beit resolvedthat thelowaAnnua Confer enceaf firms
prayer asanim por tant fac tor inwholistic heal ing, but should not serve as
alegd sub sti tutefor medi ca carewhenthelifeof ami nor isat stake;

Fur ther, beit resolved, that thelowaAnnual Confer encesup ports
changesin lowaAn nua Con fer ence sup portschangesin lowalaw to
maintainthat chil drenareenti tledtolife-savingmedi cal carealongwith
food, clothingand shel ter regardlessof their par ents' reli giousbeliefs.

Therefore, beit resolved that the United Meth od ist Church callsupon
theUS Con gressto re pea Section 5106i of Ti tle42 of the US Code,
which states, “Noth ing in this subchapter and subchapter 111, of this chap-
ter, shall becon strued asestablishingaFed eral requirement that apar ent
orlega guardianprovideachildany medi cal ser viceor trest ment against
thereli giousbeliefsof thepar entor legal guardian...”

31775-FO-NonDis-O

The*Recommendation” | wanttomaketotheGenera Confer enceis
very sm ple—but very pow er ful initsuse! 1t hasworked mir aclesinthe
livesof many indi vid uasand groupsdur ing the past sixty-nineyears of
my ex peri ence. | am 86 yearsold, asof Septem ber 15, 1999. | have
worked withmany races, faiths, nationa i ties, professions, and ages—us
ing therec om men dation that the 12th Chap ter of Romansberead each
day for at least ayear. For teh past eigh teen years| have used the Liv ing
New Testament paraphrase. Itismoreesasily under stood (copy en closed).

Recently, | heard fromtheNational Di rector of the Children’sEvange
lism Fel low shipin Guy ana, South Amer ica, tell ing methey had had their
staff read it, and “ It wasalifechanging ex peri encefor them!”

| would pray that acopy of the 12th Chap ter of Romans be given to
each of thenearly 1,000 del egatesfrom Af rica, Asia, Europe, andthe
United States—aswell asto al thosewho pre side, visi torstoo—and set a
time, dur ing the confer ence, that it can be readto gether. Thenrecom-
men dationsbe madethat it be read by each one dur ing the next year in
their pri vatedevotions.

Sheila, | do not have acom puter and all the up-to-date “things’ you
“asked” usto use. | have only my pen and paper; but | just had thison
my mind and heart so much—I just hadtowrite. | vol un teer to tu tor and
coun sel out sidemy homein two schools each week; and do coun sel ingin
my home, too—and over the phone.

God bless—righton! With my prayers, love, and thanksgivings,
Fran cesJonesCreech
St. Paul United Methodist Church

31777-CO-NonDis-O

Accordingtotheprint out fromthe General Confer encestatisticsof
1998, thesectiononmem ber shipgrowth and/or decline, ap prox i mately
39% re ported no new mem bersre ceived nor new con fessionsof faith,

Thispeti tionaddressesthissituation.

Itispro posed that the Gen eral Confer enceinsessionin Cleveland,
Ohio, authorizetheAnnual Confer encestoad dressthesituationwithin
the2000-2004 quadren nium. Thisauthori zationto providefor each of
theAnnua Confer encestoholdatraining semi nar of at least oneweek
durationtowhich pastorsandlay representativesareinvited. Thepur
pose of thisstudy semi nar shall be:

1. Tohepidentify theunmet spiri tua needsof itscom munity.

2. Todesignandim plement aplan of pro cedureto aid the churchesto
helpthem selves.

3. Theannual confer encetobear theex pense, ex cludingtravel.

4. Thedemog raphy of theareato betakeninto consider ation.

5. Thesemi nar be planned with theaid of pastorsand laity sothe
churcheswill have asense of own er ship.
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6. A self-study of the church and com mu nity be con ducted with the
major share of the ef fort car ried by thelo cal church so they it will own
thefindings.

7. Therebeacon gregational meeting(s) whenthestudy semi nar, to-
gether with its pur pose, is pre sented.

8. Thesami nar leader(s) becho sen by theconfer encecabi net.

9. Fol low ing self-study, theleader(s) pre pareand present awrit tenre
portinacalled meetingof thecongregation, toincluderecommendations
foraction.

10. A reason ablegoal bedeter mined by thecon gregation based onthe
recommendationsmadeby thesemi nar leader.

11. Theconfer encecabi net be kept aware of the prog ressand the dis-
trict superintendentbeinvolvedinthestudy semi nar.

31784-FO-NonDis-O

| peti tionthat Evan gelism becomethe#1 Missiona Pri or ity of the
United Meth odist Church for the next quadren nium. | fur ther peti tion
that Evan gelismalso becomethe#1 pri or ity of al our missionwork
around theworld—and of all our com missions, boards, and agen ciesat
al lev els—for the pur pose of per suad ing men, women, and chil drento
cometo Jesus Christ and so berec onciledto God. Itisim per ativefor us
toful fill the Great Com mission, left to usby Je sus Christ, God's Son, to
gointo all theworld in the power of the Holy Spirit, to in flu encethe un-
saved per sonsof our world to recelve Je sus Christ as Sav ior and Lord.

31786-CO-NonDis-O

Thisisthelet ter that we have writ ten while we were at Kibombo An-
nual Con fer ence on June 29, 1995, was sent and reached U.S.A. on June
10, 1996, but the Petitional Secretary didn’tliketoreceiveit becauseit
wastoo latefor her torecord it she said.

Historicalrecall

Thebeginning of theNorth East Annual Confer encehasbeengiving
thesadreactiontothefew Central Congo Annua Confer enceMembers
of the United Meth odist Church since 1978 until now adays. It di vided
the Church Mem bersinto two groups:

1. Thosin the Manemare gion and somein the Sankuru Sub region
agreed with the North East to have Di o cese.

2. But the Bishop’ smi nor ity group op posed not to. Asmeat ter of fact
we of the North East An nua Con fer ence Mem bersarevery happy to
writeyou our peti tionfor our Di o cese. Start through the Kibombo An-
nual Confer enceonJune 1995 thentothe General Confer enceon April
1996 inthe U.SAA. inor der tolet ushave our Di o ceseon Au gust 1996.

At Kibombo Con fer ence session, on Sunday af ter noon on June 1995,
when Bishop ONEMA has heard that the com mit tee on state of church
had asked to have Di o cesefor the North East An nua Con fer ence; hedid
ap point fivemenin hisfavour to judge the said com mit teemem bersin
evening. Healsotold hisfive men to ex pungethis state ment: “WE ASK
BISHOPOMENA TOPLEAD THE GEN ERAL CON FERENCE
WHICH WILL BE HELD ON APRIL 1996 IN THE U.SA. FOR OUR
NEED OF HAVING A DI OCESE.” Asaresult Bishop'sfive menwiped
off thisstate ment beforeit could beread to theassem bly. Thesaid com-
mit teereport wasnot evenread totheassembly.

Weare surethat the con di tionswhich al low usto have Di o ceseareful-
filledsuch as:

1. Thenumber of Pastorsinfull connectionwith Annual Conference
are 207.

2. The church mem bers are more than 95, 640.

3. Wehaveeight districts: therearethreein Kisangani Prov inceand
six oth ersin ManiemaplusKALIMA, KAYUY U, SHABUNDA,
BUKAVO, and UVIRA missions. Please see at tached the DRC Map of
Maneima, South and North States of Kivu and thethree districtsin
Kisangani Province. Itisanareaof ap prox i mately 266,803 squareki lo-
meters.

We are very tired of Bishop’s maladministration in the of ficein the
church, habit ual neglect of dutiesasamem ber or of fi cer inthechurch.
Hedoesn't visit or preach thegospdl.

Fol low ing to what have been writ ten wewould liketo ex pressour sin-
ceregrat i tudetoyou and our greet ingsto all of you.

31808 GM NonDis O

Wheress, Itisessential that the United Meth odist Church asadenomi-
nationfindaway toassistindi vidua churchesintheannual confer ences
tofind grant money to assist themin becoming moreac cessi bleby re
movingar chitectural barriers;and

Whereas, our denomi nationestablishesmany programsaround specific
groups of peo ple, whether they be eth nic groups or age-tar geted groups;
and

Wheress, each of the groupsthat the church clamsaninter estinand
setspri ori tiesforincludeper sonswithdisabil i ties. Therearemorethan
54 mil lioninthe United Statesaone. The United Nationsre cently fo-
cused ontheissueof disabil ity by cal ing for inti tutionsto becomemore
access ble;and

Wheress, sev erdl years ago, $500 grants were avarded to churches that
werequal i fied, tohelpthemin creasetheir accessi bil ity; and

Whereas, GCFA isrecommending $16.3mil lionforinnovativeand
emergingministriesduringthe2001-1004 quadrennium,

Thereforebeit resolved, that it would beap pro pri ateto set aside mon-
iesfromthissourceto again provideac cessi bil ity grantsto churchesin
each of theannual confer ences. Thepro gram could bead ministered from
withinthe Gen eral Board of Global Ministriesor the Gen eral Board of
Churchand Soci ety or someother ap pro pri atebody.

31809-FO-NonDis-O

Whereasour United Meth od ist Church contin uesto declinein mem ber-
shipandinour ef fectivenessincul ti vatingdisci plesfor Christ, let ushear
afresh thewords of the Lord spo ken through Amoswhen Isragl wasin
trou ble; “Hear yethisword which | take up against you, even alamenta-
tion, O houseof Isragl. Thevir ginof Isradl isfallen; she shall no more
rise: sheisfor saken upon her land; thereis noneto raise her up. For thus
said the Lord God; The city that went out by athou sand shall leave an
hun dred, and that which went forth by an hun dred shall leave ten, to the
house of Isragl. For thus saith the Lord unto the house of Israel, Seek ye
me; and ye shal live” Amos5:1-4.

Whereasour United Meth od ist Church contin uesto glean knowl edge
from our Wesleyan Her i tagethat pro claimsour Catholic Spiritinthe
words, “I mean, first, love me: an that not only asthou lovest all
(hu)man kind; not only asthou lovesthineen emies, or theenemiesof
God, thosethat hate theee, that * de spitefully usethee, and per secute
thee'; not only as a stranger, as one of whom thou knowest nei ther good
nor evil, —I am not sat isfied with thi,—no; ‘if thine heart beright, as
minewith thy heart,” then love me with avery ten der & fection, asa
friend that is closer than a brother; asabrother in Christ, afel low citi zen
of theNew Jerusalem, afel low sol dier engagedinthesamewar fare, un-
der the same Captain of our sal vation. Lovemeasacom panioninthe
king dom and patience of Je sus, and ajoint heir of Hisglory.” John Wes
ley’ sFifty Three Ser mons, Ser mon XXXV Catholic Spirit;

Wheresas, our United Meth odist Church continuesto strug glewith the
issuesof homosex ual ity totheex tent that soulsarebeing harmed and os-
tracizedwithinour United Methodist family; and

Wheress, our lo cal churchesare being torn asun der inlovefor God,
loveand loy aty tothesacred scrip turesand lovefor our sonsand daugh-
terswhosehomosex ual ori entation hasbeendefined asalifestylethatis
deemedtobeincompati blewith Christianteaching; and

Whereas, evenin conver sationwith other disci plines, such aspsy chol-
ogy, soci ol ogy,andhumansexual ity, wecontinuetodisagreeabout the
determiningfactorsof one' ssexual ori entation;

Whereas, our lo cal churchescontinuetostrug gletofind meaningful
waystobeinministry with per sonswhosehuman sex ual ity isother than
heterosexual;

Wheress, soulsarebeing lost daily aswe suc cumbto our par alyzing
disagreementsover anissuethat may very well haveno earthly resolution
other than to deem us pow er lessin of fering Je sus Christinthe midst of a
worldwherehatecrimes, teenvi olence, domesticvi olence, sex ual assault
andthemistreat ment of theel derly continuestoescalate,

Beit resolved that the Gen eral Con fer ence2000 of the United Meth od-
ist Churchunder standingthat our lamentationshavenot grownsi lenton
beinginministry withHomo sex ual per sonsbut our Churchhasinthe
midst of tears, Church Trialsand sol emn con ver sations, becomethe
fallen peo ple of God who arecur rently living in trou bled times, call upon
the United Meth od ist Church to Seek the Lord so that we might live out
our pur pose as Disci plesof Christ caled to go into theworld and lift the
ban ner of Christ high so that oth ers might find their way.

Beitresolvedthat General Confer ence2000 of theUnited Meth odist
Church em power usto not succomb to the temp tationsto grapsonly
thoseBibli cal Truthsthat isolateHo mo sex ual pEr sonal whilesprewing
a fir mationsof lukewarm confusionasiscur rently presentedinthecon
trast of paragraphs 65C, 65G and 66H in the 1996 Book of Disci pline.
Rather, we asked that Gen eral Con fer ence 2000 call the Church to rec og-
nizethat God's Truth isyet being re veaed through the frailty of clay ves-
selsand as such, love for Je sus Christ and the Church for which he diedis
thefoun dation upon which we stand so whether in agree ment or disagree-
ment onissuesof Homosex ual ity wewill not for saketheprod ding of the
Holy Spirit in the midst of the Com mu nity of United Meth od iststo con-
tinueto search for higher grounds of un der standing and justice.

Thereforebeit resolved, that the2000 Gen eral Confer enceof the
United Meth odist Church em power usto not suc cumbtothetemptations
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tograsponly thosebibli cal truths that isolateho mo sex ua per sonswhile
sprewingaf fir mationsof lukewarmconfusionasiscur rently presentedin
thecon trast of paragraphs 65C, 65G and 66H inthe 1996 Book of Disci-
pline Rather, we ask that Gen eral Con fer ence 2000 call the Churchto
recogni izethat God struth isyet being revealed through thefrailty of clay
ves selsand as such, love for Je sus Christ and the church for which he
died isthefoun dation upon which we stand so whether in agree ment or
disagreement onissuesof homosex ual ity wewill not for saketheprod-
ding of the Holy Spirit in the midst of the com mu nity of United Meth od-
iststo continuesearching for higher groundsof under standing and
justice,

Beit fur ther resolved that 2000 Gen eral Con fer enceof the United
Meth odist Church in the Spirit of Isaiah 1:18, “Come now, and let usrea
son to gether, saith the Lord: though your sinsbe as scar let, they shdll be
as white as snow; though they be red like crim son, they shall be as
wool...” Declarethat all Charge Con fer encesfrom years 2000-2003 shall
be deemed “ A Time of Reck oning” whereby the peo ple of the United
Meth odist Church may havean op por tu nity to spesk and cast anopinion
voteat ev ery chargeconfer enceonthefol low ingissuesconfrontingthe
Churchintheareaof homosexudl ity:

1) Shdll our ministers inour churchesbea lowed to con duct cer emo-
niesthat cel ebratehomosex ua unions?

2)Shall the Gen erd Confer enceof theUnited Methodist Churchin
keepingwith paragraﬂ 212 of our 1996 Discipline al low acharge con-
fer encetodeter minetheex tent of itsmissional and pastoral ministries
withhomo sex ua per sonstoincludebut not limited to cer emoniesthat
cel ebratehomosex ual unions?

3)Shall theUnited Methodist Churchor dain* self-avowed practicing
homosexuals?’

Beitfur ther resolved that the 2000 Gen eral Con fer ence of the United
Methodist Churchdeclarethat it shal betheresponsi bil ity of the General
Board of Churchand Soci ety to createtheform and method of reporting
there sponsesto the above three questions and such form and re port ing
pro cessshall bemadeavail ableto each an nual confer encenolater than
September 1,2000.

Beitfur ther resolved that 2000 Gen eral Con fer enceof the United
Meth odist Church chargethe Gen eral Board of Church and So ci ety with
theresponsi bil ity of compil ingandreportingthefindingsasreflected by
the voices of those who live out their faith in Je sus Christ through their
ministry in Charge Con fer encesthrough out United Methodism. Saidre-
port, shal be made avail able no later than March 30, 2004, and shall be
consideredadvi sory tod | del egatesof the2004 General Confer enceasto
where our peo ple stand on the breadth and depth of our ministry with ho-
mosex ual per sons.

31828-HE-351-D
deleteparagraph 351
deleteparagraph 355.3

Deletethephrasein paragraph 355, be gin ning paragraph, “or by theac-
tion of theAnnual Confer enceupon recom men dation of theBoard of Or-
dainedMinistry.”

deleteparagraph 358
Deletethewords* ad ministrativelocation” in360
deleteparagraph 363

31882-DI-654-D

Peti tion Num ber: 31882 DI 654 D Natl. Assoc of A.C. Lay Leaders
Clarify electionandmember shipof districtlay leadersandassoci ates

Amend 654.2 and 5; add anew sub paragraph as8:

654.2 Theremay bean asso ci atedistrict lay leader withinadistrict.
Theassoci atelay |eader shall beelected asdeter mined by thean nual dis-
trict confer ence. Themethod of nomi nation and term of of ficeshall be
deter mined by thean nua district conference.

654.5 Thedistrict lay leader shall be elected asdeter mined by thean-
nud district confer ence. Themethod of nomi nationandtermof of fice
shall bedeter mined by theannual district conference.

654.8 Thedistrict lay leader shall beamem ber of thecon fer ence
board of laity or equivalent structure.

31915-L.C-262.2-D

Peti tionNumber: 31915-L C-262.2-D Natl Associ ationof Annual Conr
fer enceLay Leaders Lay leader be full mem ber of PPR

Amend 262.2

Thereshall beacom mit teeon pastor-par ishrelations(staff parishrela
tions) of not fewer than five nor more than nine laypersonsrep re sentative

ComprehensveProtectionPlan
baseasactual compensationlimitedby 150 per cento

of thetotal charge. How ever, . .. com mit tee. Oneof thefivetonine

per sonsshall beayeung-addtt the lay leader . One of thefiveto nine
per sonsshall bethelay mem ber of thean nual con fer ence. One of the
fiveto nine per sonsmay beasenior high youth. All shall bemembers. .
providesother wise. Nostaff member or ... may serveonthecom mittee.
Inad di tiontothefiveto nine per sons, alay mem ber of an nual confer ence
shall also bearmermber serveon thecom mit tee. In the event that the lay
leader isnot an elected mem ber . . .

31920-FA-1506.18-D

Peti tionNumber: 31920-FA-1506.18-D GBPHB Compensationlimita
tionsef fectiveJanuary 1, 2001, amend paragraph 1506.18 of the Book of
Disci plinetoread:

Actual compensation, limitedby thedenomi national averagecomper+
sation, isthebasiccontri butionbaseof theMinisterial Pension Plan ard
Other optionsset tingthecontri bution
of thedenomi nationa
av er agecompensation, or actual compensation, may beelected by tehan-
nual confer enceor other partici pat i ng groupsasthey may deter mine. Fhe

Actual com pen satlon I|m |ted by200per cent ofthe
denomi national aver agecompensation,isthebasiccontributionbase
oftheComprehensiveProtectionPlan.

31921-FA-1506.17-D
Amend first sen tence of paragraph 1506.17 to read:

Pensionandbenefitcontri butionsaretherespons bil ity of thePlan
Spon sor, if not remit ted by thesa ary-pay ingunit of apar tici pantinthe
Ministeria PensionPlanandtheComprehensiveProtectionPlan.

31923-FA-1506.20-D
Amend paragraph 1506.20

Theannual confer enceboard of pensions. . .withtheprovi sonsof
such plans

31955-GJNonDis-O

WHEREA Sthe Connectional Pro cess Team has un der taken thetask of
amajor restructuringof our denomi nation, and

WHEREA Sthat proposedrecommendationwasnot avail ableto An-
nual Confer encesand Lo cal Churchesfor reflection, cri tiqueand prayer-
ful study,

THERE FORE, let it be re solved that no ac tion onthe CPT report be
adopted, provi siondlly or fully, duringthecoming quadrennium. During
thistimeresourceswill beprovidedtoeach Annual Confer enceandlocal
churchtoembark onacareful study of thereport anditsrecom menda-
tions. Careful reflectionand prayer seek ing Gold' sguid ance about the
futureof our church should bein cor po rated into any study pro cess.

31964-LC-NonDis-O

Peti tion Num ber 31964-L C-NonDis-O Delete 101,102 and 103and
movefirst 3 paragraphsbefore 201 into their placesNorth Texasdel ega
tionto G.C.

Delete101,102 and 103 and re placewiththefol low ing:
TheMission

Themission of the Churchistomakedisci plesof JesusChrist.
Rationalefor Our Mission

Themission of the Church istomakedisci plesof JesusChrist by
proclaimingthegood newsof God'sgraceand thusseek ingtheful-
fill ment of God’sreign and realm in theworld. Theful fill ment of
God’sreign and realm in theworld isthevi sion Scrip tureholdsbe
foreus.

Jesus wordsin Mat thew 28:19-20 pro videthe Chur ch with our
mission: “ Gothereforeand makedisci plesof all nations, bap tizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teach ingthem toobey ev ery thingthat | havecom manded you.”

Thismission isour grace-illed responsetotheReign of God in the
world an nounced by Jesus. God’sgraceisactiveev ery where, at all
times, car ry ingout thispur poseasrevealedintheBi ble. Itisex-
pressed in God’ scov enant with Abraham and Sarah, intheEx o dusof
Israel from Egypt, and in theministry of theproph ets. It isfullyem-
bodiedin thelife, death and resur rection of JesusChrist. It isexperk
encedin theon goingcreation of anew peo pleby theHoly Spirit.

John Wesley, Phillip Otterbein, Jacob Albright, and our other spir-
i tual forebearsun der stood thismissioninthisway. When ever
United Meth od ism hashad aclear senseof mission, God hasused
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our Churchtosaveper sons, heal relation ships, transformsocial
structures, and spread scrip tural holi ness, ther eby changingthe
world. Inor der tobetruly alive, weem braceJesus man dateto
makedisci plesof all peoples.

TheProcessfor Carrying Out Our Mission

Wemakedisci plesaswe:

—proclaim thegospel, seek, wel comeand gather per sonsintothe
body of Chrigt;

—ead per sonstocom mit their livesto God through JesusChrist;

—nur tureper sonsin Christianlivingthroughwor ship,baptism,
com mu nion, Bi bleand other stud ies, prayer, and other meansof
grace; and

—send per sonsintotheworld tolivelov ingly and justly asser vants
of Christ by heal ingthesick, feed ingthehun gry, car ingfor the
stranger, freeingtheop pressed, and work ingtohavesocial struc
turescon sistent with thegospel; and

—continuethemission of seek ing, wel comingand gath er ing per sons
intothecom mu nity of thebody of Christ.

31965-FO-65-D
Amend fifth paragraph of Paragraph 65 G
G)HumanSexud ity—

Homosex ua per sonsnolessthanhet erosex ua per sonsareindi viduals
of sacred worth. All per sonsneed theministry and guid ance of the church
intheir strug glesfor humanful fill ment, aswell asthespiri tual and emo-

teaehing, Althoughfaithful Christiansdisagreeonthecompatibil ity
of thepracticeof homosexual ity with Christianteach ing,weaf firm
that God' s graceis avail ableto al per sons. Wecom mit our selvestobe
inministry forandwithall per sons.

31966-DI-NonDis-O!

AttheFebruary 1999 meeting of theUnited Meth odist Committeeon
Older AdultMinistriesthefol lowingtwo |P|r0 p_osalswere% proved. The
first pro posa isarecommended Com prehen sive Plan for Older Adult
Ministries. Thesecondproposa isanoper atingbud get for theCommit
tee for 2001-2004.

ComprehensivePlanfor Older AdultMinistries

Wheress, there are now 35 mil lion peo ple 65 yearsof ageand older in
the United States, and by the year 2030 this num ber will dou bleto 70
mil lion, andtheworld populationwill ex peri encecomparablegrowthin
the num bersof older adults; and

Whereas, the per cent age of growth in thisage group iseven greater
within The United Meth odist Church; and

Whereas, thereisagrow ing needfor ef fectiveministriesby, with, and
for older adultsin our United Meth od ist con gre gationsand in our com-
munities,and

Wheress, the Scri |Sltures theSocial Princi ples, and TheBook of Resolu-
tionsof The United Meth od ist Churchcall upon United Meth od iststo be
intentional about older adult ministries; and

Whereas, the 1996 Gen eral Con fer ence, asrecordedinThe Book of
Discipline, 11119.3.b, man dated that the Com mit teeon Older Adult
Ministries" promoteaplan of comprehensiveministry by, with, andfor
older adultsinlocal churchesthat includesspir i tual growth, education,
training, mission, service, andfel low ship”;

Therefore, beit resolved that The United Meth odist Churchim plement
aComprehensivePlanfor Older Adult Ministries, call ingfor theGeneral
Confer encetofund the Com prehen sive Planthrough the Gen eral Board
of Disci pleshipwith $500,000 for the 2001-2004 quadren nium. These
fundsareto provide:

afull-timeolder-adult-ministriesstaff per sonand sup port staff at the
Genera Boardof Disci pleship;

printed, vi sual, and el ectronicmateri alsfor older-adult ministries;

grantstoannual con fer encesto con duct needssur veys,

grantstoannual confer ences, districts, local UM congregationsandin
di vidual UnitedMethodistsfor devel opingandimplementingnew
older-adultministries.

Bud get Plan for Com prehen sivePlanfor Older Adult Ministries
for 2001-2004Quadrenniumincludes

General Board of Disci pleship staff sup port beyond theleve of the
1997-2000 quadren niumfor ol der-adult ministries$250,000

Printed, vi sual, and electronic resources- in cluding awebpage$70,000

Needssur vey sup port for an nual confer ences (upto $1,000 per an nual
conference)

Grantsfor devel oping new ol der-adult ministries$120,000
Total ComprehensivePlanBudget$500,000
31967-GJ}NonDis-O

Whereasthere port of the Connectional Pro cess Team (Ad vanced Daily
Christian Advocatepp. 5-21) providesfor theimplementationof itsrec-
ommendationsinthesectionentitled,“LivingintotheFuture” beginning
onp. 18; and

Wheress, inor der to carry out therecommendationsbeing pro posed by
teh Connectional Pro cessTeam, itisnec essary that thepro posalsinthe
Living Intothe Futuresection of itsre port beim plemented;

Therefore, itisrec om mended that aCovenant Council becreatedto
leadinmodel ing Christian conferencingandcov enant relationships, and
toenable TheUnited Meth odist Church to act upon thetransformational
directions.

Duringthe2001-2004 quadrennium, the Cov enant Council will replace
thecur rent General Council onMinistriesand will helpusmovetoward
col laborativework amongtheGloba and Central Confer ences. Itwill
model thenew styleof lead er ship of Cov enant Councils, guiding The
United Methodist Churchindiscerning God' svi sionforitsministry and
missionby providingaholistic pro cessthat fo cusesthework of dl the
parts. Thisvi sionenablesthecouncil toclar ify responsi bil i ties, tocall for
account abil ity tothevi sonand missiongoals, andto providefor fo cused,
shared resourcing for ministry and missioninachanging, complex envi-
ron ment. The Cov enant Coun cil will call ustowork to gether inanew
way tomakedisci plesof Jesus Christ. It will help usseethechurchasa
whole, call usto re spond to God's Spirit in shap ing theministriesof the
church, andlead usinto deeper relation shipsasaChrist-cen tered com mu-
nity. Discerning God' svi sionfor thechurchisacontinuouspro cesssince
our God isaliv ing God.

TheCov enant Council will beassignedthefol low ingtasks:

1). Tolead The United Meth od ist Church in know ing God' swill for its
work, andlivingasbibli cal peopleintheWesleyantradi tionthrougha
styleof lead er shipwhereall mem bersof the Cov enant Coun cil areequals
around the tablewith voice and vote. The Cov e nant Council will striveto
liveandwork to getherinamanner thatiscol legia, cooper ativeandin-
clusive, andthat actively practiceshospi tal ity.

2) ToguideTheUnitedMethodist Churchinarticulatingaclear and
compel lingministry vi sonthroughaholisticpro cessthat focusesthe
work of al the parts.

3) Toprepareappropri atelegislationtoimplement theGloba Confer
enceand Central Confer encesasenvi sioned inthetransformationa di rec
tions. A prelimi nary draft of thislegislation shall beshared withthe
Church by July, 12002. A fi nal draft shall be pre sented to the 2004 Gen-
eral Conference.

4) Toredesign and align thework of the gen eral agen ciesand to pro-
videimplementinglegislationtothe2004 General Confer ence.

Developing specificwaysfor agenciestointegratework inthear eas
described on pp. 12-13, in clud ing the num ber and size of agen ciesand
thesizeand configuration of elected agency boardsfor themost ef fective
useof combinedresources;

Deter mining how thework of agen cieswill beassigned to the Global
and Central Confer enceCov enant Councilsaf ter 2004;

Deter mining how agen cieswill provideresourcesfor annual confer-
encesand local churches;

Rec om mending tothe 2004 Gen eral Confer encethebest way to staff
thework beyond thean nual confer encesand deter miningwherethere
sponsi il ity for per sonnel should bevested; and

Deveopingwaysof eval uatingtheresultsof thework that isfi nanced.

5) Thepresent mem ber ship of theGeneral Council onMinistriesshall
com pleteitswork by Septem ber 1, 2000. For pur posesof transi tion, the
GCOM Conciliar Forumwill continueto functionuntil July 1, 2001, in
ordertocompleteany necessary ad ministrative, legal and per sonnel re-
sponsi hil i tiesincooper ationwiththeCov enant Council. Staff necessary
tothetransi tional work of the Conciliar Forumwill aso continueuntil
July 1, 2001. Thisnec essary staff will be deter mined by the Council of
Bishops, in con sul tationwith the GCOM Conciliar Forum.

6) Toassureand ex ecutein transformational waysany fur ther essentia
responsi hil i tiespresently assigned tothe COM asper the 1996 Book of
Disci plineof theUMC, including:

Modeling, teaching, and practicing our identity asUnited Method ist
Christians;

_ Clearly statingand communi cation missional objectivesandfaithsto-
ries;

Engaginginleader shipdevel opmentandtrainingandensuringinclu
sivenessof partici pation
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TheCov enant Council, inconsul tationwiththe GCOM Conciliar Fo-
rum, will deter minetheessential functionsthat must becontinued beyond
2004 and those that should bedis con tin ued, and will maketheap pro pri-
aterecommendationstothe2004 Genera Confer ence.

7) To pro poseto the 2004 Gen eral Con fer encethe next stepsforim ple
ment ing the Cov enant Coun cilsthrough out theconnectionandat all
timesto be guided by thetransformational di rections.

8) Torelatetoannual confer encesand build mutual relation shipswith
annual conferenceleadership.

9) The Council of Bishopswill convenethe Cov enant Coun cil assoon
aspossi blebut nolater than Decem ber 1, 2000, and choose from among
it retired mem ber ship abishop to staff the Cov enant Council through the
2004 Genera Conference.

10) Themember ship of the Cov enant Council will include:

Onebishop from eachjurisdiction and thesecretary of the Council of
Bishopsand threebish opsfrom the Central Con fer ences(oneeach from
Eu;gpe, the Phil ip pines, and Af rica) elected by the Coun cil of Bishops (9
tot:

Threerepresentativesfromeachjurisdiction (15) (oneclergy, twolay)
rec om mended by the col leges of bish opsand el ected by the Coun cil of
Bishops, and onelay per sonfrom each central confer ence(7), recom-
mended by thebish opsof thecentral confer encesand elected by the
Coun cil of Bishops (22totd)

Thegenerd secretary of each gen era agency (13total)

Oneelected mem ber from each gen eral agency (lay if general secretary
isclergy), elected by thegen era agency (13tota)

Tworepresentativesfromtheaf fil i ated autonomouschurchesinAsia
andtworepresentativesfromtheaf fil i ated autonomouschurchesinLatin
America, designatedby theappropri atefrater nal or gani zationinthere
gions(4tota)

Tworepresentativesfromtheaf fil i atedautonomousMethodist Church
of PuertoRico (2total)

Additional membersforinclusiveness,di ver sity,andproportional ity,
withparticularattentiontoincludingavari ety of ethnic/racial per sons
and youth and young adults, elected by the Coun cil of Bishops, not to ex-
ceed15(15total)

Totd 78

Itisrecommended that themem ber shipin clude 60%laity and 40%
clergy.

11) TheCov enant Coun cil will be provided funding at thelevel of the
fundinga lo catedtothe Generd Council on Ministriesfor the 1997-2000
quadrennium

12) The Cov enant Council will beac count abletothe2004 Genera
Con fer ence, and will re port back on each of the taskslisted above. Dur-
ing the2001-2004 quadren nium, the Cov enant Council will makean nual
prog ressreportstothe Council of Bishopsand thean nual con fer ences.

Bishop SharonA. Brown Christopher, Chair per son

Thefol low ing peti tionsdid not ap pear inthe ADCA.

31925-FA-1501-D

Amend 11501.3 of TheBook of Disci plineof TheUnited Methodist
Churchby addingthefol low ing to theend of thesub paragraph:

Dur ingthistimeof tran s tion in thegen eral structureof thegen-
eral Churchandinor der todischargeitsfi du ciary dutiessolelyin
theinter est of par tici pantsand their ben efi ciariesand for theex clu-
sivepur poseof providingben efitstopar tici pantsandtheir beneficia
riesasrequired by 11504.14 of theDisci pline, all mat tersrelated to
thework of the Gen eral Boar d of Pen sion and Health Ben efitsshall
becon ducted in accor dancewith theprovi sionsof the1996Discipline

until theGeneral Confer enceadoptsspecificprovi sonsamendingthe
provi sionswhich existinthe1996Discipline. Theef fectivedate of
thissubpapagraph shall bethe close of the 2000 Gen eral Con fer ence.

31956-CS-NonDis-O

Whereas, TheGenevaConvention, Protocol #1 Arti cle54, prohibitsthe
star vationof chil drenandthedestructionof agri cul tura productsas
meth odsof war fare; and

Whereas, eco nomic sanc tionsim posed by the United Statesof America
andtheUnited Nationsagainst Irag resultin:

- depri vationof most Iragi citi zens, especialy theyoun gest and wesk-
est, whilethevery most priv i leged, at whom sanctionsaredi rected, corr
tinueto prosper.

- pov erty soex tremethat ap prox i mately 30%of Iragi chil drensuf fer
acuteor chronicmal nutri tion;

-gastrointesti nd ill nesses, thepri mary killer of Iragi chil dren, being
spread by contami natedwater;

- thedeath of onelragi child ev ery 79 min utesfrom prevent abledis-
easesor mal nutri tiondi rectly linked to sanctions(UNICEF);

- theab senceof ad equatemedi cal care, sup posedtobe a levi ated by
il sales, per sisting becauseequip ment andinfrastructureneededtodis
tributethemedi cineshavebeendeci mated by thesanctions.

Thereforewe urge the United States of Amer icaand the United Na-
tionsto abide by the GenevaCon vention and end eco nomic sanctions.
Our historic commit ment to the hu man rightsof theworld’ speo plede
mands no less!

PetitionsReferredtoNewL egislativeCommittee

Pet# From To

30230 CS GM
31282 GM CS
30259 CS IC

30648 CS FO
30680 CS IC

30839 CO GM
30306 IC CS
30308 IC CS
30940 CO HE
30841 CO GM

PetitionsVoided by Com mit teeon Ref er ence

30258
30790
30908
30928
31418
31768
31039
31850
31672
31787
31958



