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Start-Text PR02-023

BISHOPMOR GAN: Number six.

RICHARD PARKER (New York):
Thank you. Hello.

BISHOPMOR GAN: Yes, number six.

PARKER: | tried very hard to discover
how the material from the CPT wasbeing
referred to legislative committees. And |
look carefully atthelegislativeproposas
from the Connectional Pro cess Team. And
unless | missed something hidden some-
where, all of their proposalsrelatetothees-
tablishment of the Cov enant Council and
the placesin theDisciplinewherethe Cov e
nant Council replacesthelegislationnowin
placefortheGeneral Council onMinistries.
Thereisno placewhereother material inthe
CPT document hasbeenreferredtolegisla
tivecommittees, unless, asl say, | missedit
somehow. Thereportiscomingdi rectly to
us, but the only thing goingtolegislative
committees is going to the Com mit teeon
Genera Administration, where GCOM re
portsrelatedtothoselegislativemateri as
I’ve mentioned. The report of CPT as a
whole, | don’'t believe, hasbeenassignedto
any legislative commission, committee.
Thereforel sup port thispro posal tohavethe
plenary sessionmakeadeci sioninregardto
the CPT re port asawhole.

BISHOP MORGAN: All right, there's
threenow infavor, two against themotion.
If you are speak ing agai nst theamend ment,
I recognizeyou...andthenwewill beready
to vote. There have been three speechesfor
and two againgt. If there's someone who
wishes to speak against the amendment,
pleasecome... Yes. Gotomi cro phone...

SAM WYNN (North Caralina): | have a
guestion.

BISHOP MORGAN: Just a minute. |
don’trecognizeyou. | recogizetheper son
here at the mi cro phonein between six and
four. 1 can't... All right... | think that’s mi-
crophonefour.

RICHARD H. JONES (Wisconsin):
Okay.

BISHOP MORGAN: We have three
speeches, this is a speech against the mo-
tion.

JONES: This is a speech against. The
Connectional Pro cessTeamreport, asl un-
der stand it, isnot afi nal reportinthesense
thisisanew struc turefor the church. Itisa
report that is offering a process towards
which that struc ture may deter minein the
next quadrennium or quadrenniums, and
thereforejust settingupaCov enant Council
for that pro cessto con tinue. Sec ondly, the
pro cessthat we have of per fecting areport
oraprocessinalegislativecom mit teea-
lows us then not to vote on the re port that
co mesdi rectly from the CPT, in this case,
but an amended or a perfected report. It
seemstomefor usasan entirebody totry to
per fectitin or der to voteit up or downin
princi pleinhibitsthevery pro cessof per-
fectingthereportinthelegislativecommit
tee.

BISHOP MOR GAN: All right. | need to
say to the maker of the mo tion, we need to
have the copy in the secretary’s desk.
There's been three for and three against.
I’mgoingto turnto the chair per son of the
committee for a comment. Dr. Del Pino.
There's been three for and three against.
We'reready to put the vote when you make
your fi nal comment.

JEROME DEL PINO: Bishop, would it
be possi bleto have the chair per son of the
committee ad dressusre gard ing this mat-
ter? Okay?

(laughter)

BISHOP MORGAN: Any other ques-
tions?

(laughter)

DEL PINO: Then, | believethat in or der
to keep faith with what was our own reflec
tion about this, it would be my un der stand-
ing that this motion preempts or really
sub vertsthe pro cessthat we have out lined
regarding discernment and goes really to
theissueof legislativeaction,andtherefore
also pre empts what we said would be the
right of the Plan of Or gani zationtotakeef-
fect oncethat dis cern ment pro cess had oc
curred.

BISHOP MORGAN: All right. We've
had the three speeches, the three speeches
against. What is the point here? Now, you
madethemotionright?

UNIDENTI FIED SPEAKER: Weneeda
motion.

BISHOP MORGAN: | can’'t recognize
you. Areyou go ing to make aspeech? I’'m
recognizing... Are you the maker of the
motion?

CARL SCHENCK: Yessir.

BISHOP MOR GAN: What isyour point
for comingtothemic?

SCHENCK: | be lieve our rules, and we
ae...

BISHOP MOR GAN: No, thisisnot...

SCHENCK: ...workingunder therulesof
thelast Gen eral Con fer ence, the maker of
themotiongetsanop por tunity to...

BISHOPMOR GAN: No, no. No, no. No,
no. No. No. You'reout of or der. That’ sfora
major presentationforareport. | recognize
the per sonintheback, intheaisle, with the
orangecard.

(applause)

SAM WYNN (North Carolina): The
question | have... If this motionprevails,
will al thelegislationthat’ sbeen pro posed
togotoGenera/Judiciad Administrationbe
negated? Will we haveto ad dressthat?

BISHOP MOR GAN: Now, the maker of
themo tion may come and ex plain that.

(laughter)

BISHOPMOR GAN: I don’t... Theques
tion... the question... Did you hear the
question?|f youcananswer somethinglike
that for us, it would be help ful.

SCHENCK: Thank you. Thank you,
Bishop.
BISHOPMOR GAN: All right, Carl.

SCHENCK: The house may choose any
num ber of thingsif it hastheop por tu nity to
re spond to the re port as awhole. And the
specific legislation, paragraph by para-
graph, thatisassignedtovariouslegislative
committees,includingGenera andJudicial
Administration, wouldstill bebeforethose
com mit tees af ter the house has ex pressed
its judgment about the committee as a
whole, there port asawhole.

BISHOP MORGAN: All right, the
amend ment isbeforeyou and I’ m ready to
put the vote now. When thelight co meson,
you will vote... If you favor the amend-
ment, you will vote yes, push ing one, no,
push ing two. We still need a copy of your
mo tion up here, Carl. All right... All right.
The mo tion to amend is sup ported, which
means that eight becomes nine now, and
that new eight will be placed (unintelligr
ble)...but we need a copy of that, very
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badly. All right, now it's amended, it's be-
foreyou. Yes. The green card, please come
to microphone six or four, whichever is
easy. Now helpmeinsectionsCandD. | do
not want to ig nore you, nor do | want to en-
courageyoul.l... ... Yes.Mi crophonefour,
please.

DONALD R. AVERY (Louisiang): I'd
liketo call thequestion on all that’sbefore
us.

BISHOP MOR GAN: All right the ques-
tion on al that's before—and we've had
three speeches for and against—is before
us. If you would, put... if you're ready to
vote on the whole sec tion, is my as sump-
tion. Isthat cor rect, Don? Then, if you are
ready to do that, when the light co mes on,
vote. Onefor yes, two for no. We'revot ing
for the previ ousquestion. All right, you're
ready to vote. Now the whole third sec tion
isbe fore you now, as amended. If you will
now votewhenthelight comeson, if youfa
vor that, push onefor yes, two for no, when
thelight co meson.

(inaudible) ...section three. Now, all
threeof thesesectionsarebeforeyou. If you
will adopt the en tirere port of the rulesand
or gani zationwhenthelight comeson, one
for yes, two for no. Three if by sea. Uh...
(silence)...no.

DELPINO: Members of the house and
Bishop, thank you very much. | believethis
isrecordtimefor rulessincel’ vebeen at ev-
ery General Conference since '76, and |
think that it is avery, very good thing.

BISHOP MORGAN: All right, now
we're ready to come to an end of this ses-
sion. We'vegot busi nesstodothisevening,
the Episcopal Address. Turn to Carolyn
Mar shall, now, she hastwo setsof nomi na
tions. Hear her, and thenwewill beready to
adjourn.

CAROLYN MAR SHALL: Two setsof
nomi nations, Bishop. OneisfortheCoor di-
nator of Cal endar, andputinnomi nationthe
nameof Ger aldFitzger ald Reist.

BISHOPMOR GAN: All right. Thenom-
i nationisbeforeyou. If youwould sup port
this nomi nationwhen thelight co meson,
push onefor yes; push two for no. All right,
he' selected. Carolyn.

MAR SHALL: All right, and then the sec-
ond oneisthe Com mit teeon Plan of Or ga
ni zationand Rulesof Or der, whichneedsto
beelected at thisparticular time.

BISHOP MOR GAN: Y our first part was
not on. Start from the be gin ning of the sen-
tence.

MARSHALL: Toplaceinnomi nationthe
nominations from the Coun cil of Bishops
fortheCommitteeon Planof Or gani zation
and Rules of Order for the 2000 to 2004

quadrennium. Those names are: Janet
Stephenson, Jerome Del Pino, David Se-
vere, Joe Whittemore, Grant Pejegua (un-
identifiable, Momoh Kpaan, Ruben de
Guzman, Darlene Amon, Barbara Means,
and Elaine Stanovsky.

BISHOP MORGAN: All right, these
nomi nationsarebeforeyou. If youwould
support them, when the light comes on,
punch onefor yes, twofor no... They did the
sup porting. Wehave onemore mat ter out
standing.

End-Text

Start-Text Pro2-024

CAROLYNMARSHALL: My math ob
vi ously is not too good; there's more than
one. Oneistosimply say that, first one: that
that Committee on Plan of Organization
and Rules of Or der which was just elected
will meet to or ganize thiseve ning half an
hour &f ter the end of the eve ning ses sion.
And then we need to ad vance our sched ule
for thisparticular af ter noon. Thecommit
teeswill or ganizeat 6:30, and then by 7:15
thechairsandvicechairsandthesecretaries
will meet for their or gani zational meeting.
Thechairsandvicechairsmeetingin Room
R-202 andthe secretariesin R-205A. You
will havethoseinstructionsinyour or gank
zational meetingsof thevari ouslegislative
committees.

BISHOP MOR GAN: All right. Areany
of thecommit teestoreport out?

MARSHALL: Thepresidingof fi cers.
BISHOP MOR GAN: | beg your par don.
MARSHALL: Thepresidingoffi cers.

BISHOPMOR GAN: Thepresiding of fi
cers. | will recognizethechair of thepresid
ing of fi cers, goto Mi cro phone 7, Paul. Is
that close enough? Or which ever one you
choose, sir. Mi crophone7, please. It needs
tobeturnedup littlebit, please. Themi cro-
phone needs to be turned up on 7, please.
We rehav ing areport now, and we' reready
toadjournassoonashefinisheshisreport.

PAUL EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ (Cadl i-
for nia-Nevada, Chair of thePresiding Of fi
cersCom mit teg): To mor row morningwe
will behav ing Bishop Sharon Rader presid-
inginthemorningsessionandtheaf ter noon
sessionif that isnec essary, and theninthe
eve ning Bishop Pe ter Weaver will be pre
siding.

BISHOP MORGAN: All right, thank
you, Paul. Thisevening themusicwill beat
8:30, and the session will beginat 9. We

will ad journ now. Go in peace. May the
peace of God go with you.

End-Text

Start-TextPro-032

(fol lowing Bishop Nacpil’ sad dress)

BISHOP MORGAN: Wéll, Bishop
Nacpil, the General Conference has ex -
presseditsgrateful nesstoyou, andwegive
thanksto God for the blessing that you have
of fered with usthisevening. Wearedeeply
indebted to you. Turn now to Car olyn Mar-
shdl for any announcements; then | am
turning to Bishop Granadosin, who will of-
fertheclosingprayer. Carolyn.

CAROLYN MARSHALL: Two an-
nouncements. Thefirst onebeing, theCom-
mitteeon Presiding Of fi cersneedsto meet
immediately after this evening's session.
The Com mit teeisasked to meet by mi cro-
phone stand number three. Microphone
stand number three, Committee on Pre-
siding Of fi cers. And just are minder, also,
thattheCommitteeonPlanof Organi zation
and Rules of Or der, which was elected this
af ter noon, will need to meet for or gani za-
tional pur posesin the busi nessman ager’s
of fice, Room 223, fol low ing thissession.
Thank you.

BISHOP MORGAN: Thank you Caro
lyn, and, | re mind the body that we should
bein our placesin themorning at 8:00 for
choral musicthat will be pre sented for us,
and then at 8:15, our worship together.
Bishop Granadosin... this evening is the
evening of thePhil ip pines.

BISHOP GRANADOSIN: Let us rise.
We bring our grate ful hearts unto you this
evening, our O Heav enly Father, for all of
theblessingsof thisday and what the events
have meant to us and to your church. We
have heard you speak to us, and our hearts
we have tried to keep open for the
promptings of your Holy Spirit, that we
might re spond to the chal lenges of thisage
inwhichwefind our selves, andtobeableto
facewhat ever chal lengescomeour way be
cause of your pres ence and your guid ance
upon each of us. Wethank you for this Gen
eral Confer ence, O Heav enly Father. We
thank youfor TheUnitedMethodist Church
and the way that you have made yourself
man i fested in many ways, that we might be
able to be faithful to the discipleship to
which all of us have been called. And that
your Holy Spirit might be with us at al
timesasweareguided by you. And so aswe
bring to a close this day of so many bless-
ings, we ask for you spe cial blessing upon
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each of us once more. The Lord bless you
and keep you. The Lord smileupon you and
begraciousuntoyou. TheLordturnhisface
upon you and give you peace. Now and al-
ways. Amen.

BISHOP MORGAN: Amen. All right.
Thank you, Bishop.

End-Text

Start-text PR03-043

WIL LIAM HATCHER: Webelievethe
yearn ings of God' speo plearein spired by
the very Spirit of God. Af ter prayer ful de-
liber ation, the CPT now rec om mendsfive
transformational directions to enable the
peoplecaled UnitedMethodisttorespond
to God'scall. Werec om mend that we cen
ter on Christianfor mation, call forthcov e
nant leadership, empower the connection
for ministry, strengthen our global con nec-
tionandecumeni cal relations, and en cour-
agedoctoral andtheologi cal discourse. This
reportthenof fersstrat egiesthatimplement
thefivetransformational di rectionsandthe
'96 General Conference mandate. Hear,
now, thesestrat egies.

(videopresentation)

End-text

Start-Text PR03-044

MARCUS MATTHEWS: The
transformational directions assume that
healthy denomi national lifeemergesfrom
therelation shipsformedin Christian com-
mu nity, wheredisci plesareformedintheir
love of God and neighbor, gathering at
God' stableand com mittingtodiscerning
together God' svi sionfor thechurchthatis
essentidl to  our  mission. The
transformational di rectionsfocusour at tern
tion on how the whole body lives from a
common vi sion and mission rather than on
thelimited and sometimesdi vided work of
each part of our church body. Our call for
bishops and district superintendents to
serveamong usasspir i tual servantleaders
af firmsthat the church lookstothegen eral
superintendency tomodel alead er shipfor
the church in the very spirit of Je sus. It is
also an at tempt to respond to the con cern of
thosewho have been called to serve asbish-
opsanddistrict su per intendents. That sup-
port for administrativedetail aslodgedin
thesuperintendingof ficeisneededinor der

for our leaders to be more accessible to
congregations, covenant communities of
congregations, and annual confer ences, as
well asserveaskey lead ersintheworldin
be half of the church.

Thecov enant coun cil isatableof spir i
tual and pro phetic lay and clergy per sons
who will gather for discernment, discus
sion, decision-making, and disci ple-mak
ing. Together these persons will seek to
know God'’ svi sionfor the church, set pri or-
ities for the ministry that sup portsthe vi-
sion, and allocate resources. Rather than
central ized power in the church, thecov e
nant council createsaspacefor connecting
the nurture, outreach, witness ministries,
leader ship,administrativeandfiscalminis
try ar eascreated by the 1996 Gen eral Con-
ference, andal lowsfor theflexi bil ity of the
structuring adopted by the 1996 Genera
Confer ence. Thecov enantcouncil alsore
spondsto there cent rul ing of the Ju di cial
Council, in which it states that the
connectional pol ity of TheUnited Meth od-
ist Church re quiresthat there must be par a-
lel structures throughout the connection
that serve to hold us together as a
connectional church. Thecov enant council
will serveasthispar a lel structure, whileat
lowingforflexibil ity of structuring.

Therecommendationforaglobal confer
enceisan ef fort to gather United Meth od-
istsinter nationally to planand actinways
that help usto gather to gether to ad dressis
suesconfronting God’ screationfromaho-
listicper spective. Itgivespartici pationto
alregionsof TheUnited Methodist Church
onmat tersof ecclesi asti cal naturethat af-
fectal of us; raisesup adif fer ent wit nessof
what it meansto livein global com mu nity
incontrasttothenegativecon sequencesof
economicglobal ization. Ratherthanadding
another bureaucraticlevel, thecreationof a
global conferenceandaU.S. central confer
ence recognizes the complexity of
twenty-first-century ministry and freesus
to pay at tentiontothesubtletiesand rich-
nessof global andregional missional needs.

The question isthis: Who needsto be at
thetableinor der for TheUnited Methodiist
Church to ful fill itsmission man datein a
new millennium, regionallyandglobally. A
clear-cut de scrip tion of global and central
conference responsibilities can emerge
only as we join in to gether over the next
eight years. The CPT un der stands that the
needfor theelimi nation of racismand sex-
ismcontinuestogrow rather thandi minish.
Webelieveitistimefor all of ustotakere
sponsibility for those important issues a
ev ery point of theconnection. Itistimefor
usto hold each other ac count ableinev ery
place. Thereport advocates, concretely, in
clusive representation at every denomina

tional settingto ad dresstheneed among our
gen eral boards and agen ciesfor better col-
laboration, vi sioning, andstrategizingfrom
thecontext of our United Methodist vi sion
andmission.

The CPT brings the boards and agency
|ead erstogether around thecov enant coun
cil table. Weaf firm board and agency |ead-
ership but cal for a new level of
cooperationandaccountabil ity thatwill en
ableTheUnited Methodist Churchtomove
inamorefo cused way inmak ing disci ples
of Jesus Christ and the proclamation of
God' sreign of justice and peace. Theuul ti-
mate determination of a new board and
agency relationships occurs when their
|ead ersen gage each other and other church
leadersindi alogueanddiscernment.

End-Text

Start-Texxt pro 045

PR03-045.doc

UNIDENTI FIED SPEAKER: Sistersand
broth ers, avery ap pro pri ate con cernof all
of us as we consider together the recom
mendationsof theCPT istheir fi nancial im-
plications. The CPT commissions our
Financial Implications Committee, com-
posed of CPT and GCFA mem bers, to ex-
aminetheissueof thecost factorsrelated to
the reports. The Financial Implications
Committeethor oughly reviewedtheentire
report. Thefindingsof theFi nancial Impli-
cations Committee indicate that the one
place when new dol larswould bere quired
would beinthecreation of the United Meth-
odist Global Confer ence. The CPT recom-
mendation is that the United Methodist
Globa Confer encetobeini ti ated in 2008.
Takingintoconsider ationinflation, the Fi-
nancial ImplicationsCommitteeesti mates
that the ad di tional new dol larsfor United
Methodist Global Conference in 2008
would be $500,000. Other cost fac tors to
the CPT by the re porter to the CPT by the
Financial Implications Committee reflect
coststhat would be cov ered through the dol-
lars that are already budgeted in local
churches, districts, annual confer ences, and
general agencies. If TheUnited Methodist
Church affirmed the transformational di -
rectionsrecommended by the CPT itwould
begintofunctioninadif fer ent way, andits
resources would begin to be alocated to
sup port thetransformational di rections.
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Sistersand broth ers, the CPT re port rec-
ommends  gradua changes—gradual
changes that would enable The United
Meth odist Churchtomove, tomovetoaho-
listic process—a holistic process that fo-
cusesthever dict (?) of all theparts. Inthis
pro cessarealign ment of re sourceswould
occur.

BISHOP SHARON CHRISTOPHER
BROWN: Oneday at 3:00intheaf ter noon,
Peter and John were on their way to the
Tem plefor aprayer meeting. At the same
timetherewasaman crip pled frombirth be
ing car ried up. Ev ery day hewasset down at
the Tem ple gate to beg from those go ing
into the Tem ple. When he saw Peter and
Johnabout toenter the Tem ple, heasked for
a handout. Peter, with John at his side,
looked him straight in the eye and said,
“Look here.” Helooked up ex pectingto get
ahand out. Peter said, “I don’t haveanickel
to my name, but what | do havel give you.
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
walk.” He grabbed him by the right hand
and pulled himup. Inanin stant, hisfeetand
anklesbecamefirm. Hejumped to hisfeet
and walked.

A United Methodist church decisively,
passionately,andcompassionately of fering
our hand in the name of Je sus Christ to all
who are beg ging at the gate, for all who are
beg ging for anew way towalk throughlife.
Thisisthe vi sion from which the CPT re-
portisborn. Thisreportisnotarev olution
ary fix that— for al that ails our church.
Rather, with the soul of the church at heart,
itisaninvitationtoajour ney towardanew
yet very old way of being churchedto gether
for a new mil len nium. Grounded in deep
and abiding appreciation for all that has
brought ustothismoment ,itisaninvi tation
to take some baby stepsto ward a new per-
spectiveand anew way that islarge enough
toholdour bibli cal mandateandthedesper
ate, human cry for a new walk in these
times. 1t hon orsour Wesleyan style of liv-
inganchoredinper sona andsocial holi ness
andliber atedthroughasal vation processof
goingontoper fection. Thisreportisanoc
casionforthisGeneral Confer encebody to
lower its de fenses, to re lease its fears and
anxi eties, tolay asideitsper sond self-inter
estsin or der to think and pray qui etly to-
gether as Christian com mu nity about who
Godiscall ingusto befor thesetimesinall
of our world. It pro vides awin dow for our
listeningto God andto onean other andthen
dar ing to befaith ful to what we hear.

The CPT reportisfar from per fect. It re-
quires the ongoing conferencing that we

hopewill occurinthisGeneral Conference
session. A conferencing that needs to in-
cludeall sectorsof the church, that needsto
listen to the hurts of our world, and, above
all, needsto hear God' svoice. Weof feritto
youinthe spirit of the One who com mands
usto pick up our mat and walk. Inthe name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

(applause)

End-Text

Start-text pro 046

BISHOP BRUCE BLAKE: When Gen-
eral Conferences act and commission a
grouptowork onour behalf andtoreport to
thenext General Confer ence, theseper sons
have given as volunteers an incredible
amount of time to pres ent to you for your
consider ationthereport. And |’ msureyour
applause indicates your appreciation for
bringing these issues before the Confer-
ence. Let me ex plain that we will have two
orthreemat tersnow tofacil i tatethework of
the Con fer ence, but, so, with our mindsfo-
cused on the Connectional ProcessTeam
report, what will soonoc cur will beabreak.
Twenty min utes af ter that break you will
con venein small groups a cross-sec tion of
del egateswill berepresentedineachgroup.
Thisisthegoldenrod sheet you havebefore
you. What you need to know to fig urethis
outissimply your section, your seat num ber
and to find your room and you will be con-
vened inthat set ting by apresiding bishop.
All of us have been ori ented. You will be
following a similar process in al the
groups. Therewill beatimefor youtoiden
tify whereyou con cur inyour thinkingwith
thereport, whereyou dissent in your think-
ing fromthereport, and an op por tu nity for
ques tions to be raised. So that will be the
pur poseof thefi nal part of our morning ses
sioninsmall groups, but aholding or der be
cause we have some matters that need to
come be fore us again. We ex press our ap-
preci ationtotheconnectional processteam
for this presentation. First of al, is Ann
Mar shall hereintheroom?1 know sheisnot
aDel egateand wewill haveto suspend the
rulesif sheishere, for amat ter of per sonal
privilege. Ann, or thosearound her if sheis
here— Sheishere, so| would ask Mary Al
ice Massey to come and move to sus pend
therulessince Ann Mar shall isnot adel e
gatetoal low her to speak inamat ter of per-
sonal privilege. Mi crophone?2.

MARY AL ICEMASSEY : Bishop, Mary
Alice Massey, Florida, and chair of the

AgendaCommittee. | movewesuspendthe
rulesto hear from Ann Mar shall.

BISHOPBLAKE: Isthereasec ond? We
will voteelectroni cally sothat all votescan
be recorded. Vote yes, number one, No,
num ber two. Please vote when the light ap-
pears. Y ou have suspended therules, thisis
recorded and Annwouldyou comefor ward
at thistime. Ann, comeright up. And asshe
co mes | would ask her to come to the po-
diumandask Bishop Dan Sol omonto come
and stand with her. April 19, 1995 was a
day that the world was called to at ten tion,
United States experienced violence,
Oklahoma City experienced tragedy, and
someindi vidualsandfamiliesexperi enced
loss. Ann Mar shall isastaff mem ber of the
Genera Commission on Christian Unity
andInter-reli giousConcerns. Bishop Sol o-
mon was her Bishop on April 19, 1995. And
the Agenda Com mit tee hasap proved this
three-min utetimefor aper sonal privilege
from Ann Marshall. Ann, you have the
privilegeto speak.

ANN MARSHALL: Bishops and dele
gates and guests, | couldn’t do this four
years ago in Den ver. But by God's grace
and continued presence in my life, 1 can
stand beforeyou to day to say thank you for
al theprayers, the sup port, and actsof kind-
nessthat you of feredtomy family andtothe
community of OklahomaCity. OnApril 19,
1995 my lifewaschanged for ever. | lost my
best friend and spouse, and his name was
Ray mond John son. Hewasavol unteerin
theSocial Security of fice. Hedidn' thaveto
be in the build ing that day, but he al ways
wanted to help peo ple, and that is what he
was doing that day. And nor mally heal-
ways parked his car on the street. That
morning someonewassick and hewasable
to park inthe garage. Oth er wise hewould
have been plug ging the park ing meter that
morning. It'sbeen adif fi cult jour ney, and
God hasof fered memany op por tuni tiesto
fill the void that at times were so empty.
And because of my church community |
have not walked alone and God has worked
through you.

Thislastanni ver sary that hap pened acou
ple of weeks ago, it was a very different
gath er ing for al the 168 fami liesand the
morethat 500 sur vi vorsand also all theres
cue work erswho a ways come back to be
with the families. This time | left with a
senseof peacethat | didn’tever havebefore.
Ourfamily evenlaughedthistime. Because
my husband, as| mentioned ear lier, hewas
al waysaper sonthat al wayswantedto help
peo ple, and he al ways worked be hind the
scenes and a ways wanted peo pleto take
credit. Well, aswegath ered and aswewere
goingdowntothememorial, wewerelook-
ingfor hispar ticular chair wefound that he
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was on the front row and in the cen ter. So
we all laughed, we thought, | won der what
Ray mondwouldthink today if heknew that
hischair wasonthefront row andinthecen
ter?

The community has changed. The
Murrah build ing is no lon ger there. They
have erected abeauti ful, beau ti ful me mo-
rial that would helpwith theheal ing andthe
reconcilingforthefamilies. Butthetragedy
has brought the community together that
wasoncefragmented. ThereisanInsti tute
onDomesticTerrorismtotry toinsurethat
thisdoesn’t hap penagainon Ameri can soil
or any wherein theworld. Oklahoma City
be camethemodel for massdestruction, on
how do you re spond to that? But the act of
vi olencedid not destroy thecommunity. It
im posed the choi cethat we do not chooseto
haveto livewith and that means being hav-
ing our lives changed for ever. The church
wasthere, isthere, and will betherefor peo-
pleaswe heal andreconcilethrough God's
grace.

| would like to personaly invite you,
when you come to Oklahoma City, that you
go to the memorials to look at the 168
chairs. And at night, | have not seen it, but
they light up. And they say from a hill far
away, to seethoselightsglim mer inginthe
dark is very breath-tak ing. But it also re-
minds us of ahugelossthat weall suf fered.
So | would like to invite you to the
Oklahoma City memorial. But, | also want
you to know that as a member of the
OklahomaMissionary Confer enceanda so
as a staff of the General Commissionon
Christian Unity and Inter-religious Con-
cerns, you don’t know how much of anim-
pact you had on our lives on April 19,
1995—how quickly you responded, how
quickly you prayed for us. And we re aly
felt the sense of those prayersand those sup-
portsand all theactsof kind nesson that day.
And Bishop Sol o mon, | will al waysbein
debted to you because he would call me
early, early, early inthemornings, but | was
al ready gone and my mother would al ways
say, “Well, Bishop Sol o mon called to see
how you were do ing.” And then even as|
got back to the of fice, hea wayscalled me
to see how | was doing. And with those
types of—that’'s how God works through
us. And | am just thank ful for all, for The
United Meth od ist Church be ing there for
me and for the com mu nity. God blessyou
all.

End-text

Start-Text pro 047

PR03-047

(applause)

BISHOP BRUCE P. BLAKE: Thank
you. Tofacil i tateourwork inthemorning, |
wouldliketocall onMyronMc Coy to make
another motiontosuspendtherulesinor der
todistributematerial thatisal ready sched
uled on your pro gram. He'scom ing to mi-
cro phone®, please.

MYRON MCCOY: Yes, I'dliketomove
thesuspen sion of therulesfor thedistri bu-
tion to del e gatesand to those of you on the
plat form of the TelescopeMessenger from
the Center of the Evangelical United
BrethrenHeri tageandapiecedevel opedby
TheUnitedMethodist PublishingHousere
lated to the 200" anni ver sary cel ebrationof
theEvan gel i cal United Brethren Church.

BISHOP BLAKE: Is there a second?
Please vote 1, “yes’; 2, “no.” Please vote
whenthelight ap pearsfor thesuspensionof
rules for the distribution of this material.
“Yes,” 875;“No,” 51.[Themotioncarried.]
Y ou have sus pended the rules for that pur-
pose. That material will beonyourtablesin
themorning. Yes, what is—do you have a
request? Cometo themi cro phone2. We're
mov ing to recesshereinacou plemin utes.
Yes?

DAVID WILSON (Oklahoma Indian

Missionary Conference): Bishop, letmeask
for a...

BISHOP BLAKE: Please iden tify your-
self and your confer ence.

DAVIDWIL SON: I'msorry. David Wik
son, OklahomalndianMissionary Confer-
ence. | move to temporarily suspend the
rules so that we might distrib utein for ma
tion from the National Plan for Hispanic
Ministries, andtheNative Amer i can Com
prehensive Plan ar rived at theconvention
centerlatefor distri butionyester day.

BISHOP BLAKE: This is a motion. Is
thereasecond?It’ sseconded. Y ou’ veheard
the reason. Let me explain that this
puts—when we make these mo tions—this
puts you in control of what you receive
rather than other per sons mak ing the de ci-
sions. Y ou might think these mo tionssort of
getinour way, but | assureyouthat thenthis
putsthebody incontrol of theinfor mation
you re ceive. The mo tion isto sus pend the
rulestoreceiveinfor mationfromtheNative
American Comprehensive Plan and the
Hispanic Plan—materi a sthat ar rived here
late. Please vote when the light ap pears, 1
for “Yes,” and 2 for “No,” for the sus pen-
sion of the rules for that pur pose.“Yes,”
831; “No,” 97. [Themo tion car ried.] You
have sus pended the rulesfor that pur pose.

Now, I’ll turnto Car olynMar shall, our sec
retary, for infor mation or an nounce ments
she hasfor us.

CAROLYNMARSHALL: Twoof them
involvethe pro cessthat we' Il just be about
asfar asthe CPT report. It sbeen brought to
our at ten tion that the DCAs which we re-
ceived thismorning, on page 17, num ber 6,
reportswhat wasintheorigi nal presenta
tion aswas printed in your AdvanceHand
book, rather than what was adopted
yester day. Let me sim ply share that with
you, and then an an nounce ment for those
per sons who will bein volved. In place of
what is printed on 1715, num ber 6, should
read: “OnThursday evening, May 4,imme
di ately fol low ingtheopeningwor ship, the
CPT will providethe Gen eral Confer ence
with awrit ten sum mary of thesmall group
meetings.” And then this announcement:
The meet ing of the CPT dis cus sion group
convenorsand record ersis sched uled dur-
ingthedinner hour, Wednesday, May 3", in
Room B301, pipe and drape area, north of
thefood court. Thisisthe sameroomweare
meetingwiththerecordersat 9am.

BISHOP BLAKE: There’ sbeen an ad di-
tional question about your assigned groups.
Section A, seats 1 and 2, all the way back
through Section A, seats 1 and 2, and then,
seats 3 and 4, all the way back in each sec-
tion; so, your row doesnot deter minewhere
you—which group you go to—your section
andyour seat number deter minesthat. Af ter
our closing prayer, we will—the bell choir
will bepresentingmusicasweleave. Out of
respect for them, | would just in viteyou as
youleavetocurtail your conver sationuntil
you move out of the arena. These per sons
have cometo sharetheir tal ent with us; and
for those who want to stay, thiswill a low
themto hear, be causeit getspretty noisy in
here oth er wise. Thiswill not be our norm,
but thisishow wewill handleit to day, and
just ask you to cur tail thecon ver sation'til
you move from the room. The small groups
will convene in 20 minutes. We're on
schedule. Thank youfor your cooper ation,
en abling usto meet our sched ule. Y ou will
be meeting in legislative committees this
af ter noon and thisevening. Wewill recon
veneinplenary hereinthemorning at 8am.
I’ veasked Bishop John Russell to comeand
of fer our closing prayer.

BISHOP JOHN RUS SELL: Let uspray.
Our heav enly Father, we' regrateful for this
churchandtheop por tunity tominister here.
We'rethank ful for thein spi ration and the
chal lenges of the morning. Now aswe de-
part to work in small groups, grant, our Fa
ther, that we may be responsive to your
Spirit and to your will. In Christ’'s name.
Amen.
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